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The opening chapter of Madeleine L’Engle’s classic novel A Wrinkle in Time introduces readers to the
intriguing and mysterious character Mrs. Whatsit. Her first appearance is pivotal, setting the tone for the
fantastical journey that unfolds throughout the story. To fully appreciate the depth of this chapter, it is
essential to understand the context, characters, and themes introduced during Mrs. Whatsit’s initial visit.
This article provides an in-depth exploration, drawing from the complete version of the chapter, and

analyzing its significance within the novel’s overarching narrative.

Setting the Stage: The Murry Family and the Calm Before the

Storm

The Murry Household

The novel begins in the quiet, somewhat ordinary setting of the Murry family home, located in the small
town of Camazotz. The Murrys are depicted as an intelligent and loving family, each member possessing
unique qualities. The family is dealing with the recent loss of Mr. Murry, who has been missing for some

time, adding an undercurrent of worry and hope to their lives.

Introducing Meg, Charles Wallace, and Calvin

Key characters introduced in this chapter include:

¢ Meg Murry: The protagonist, characterized by her intelligence, emotional depth, and self-doubt.

¢ Charles Wallace: Meg’s younger brother, exceptionally gifted and perceptive beyond his years.



e Calvin O’Keefe: A new student, confident and charismatic, who becomes an important ally.

The interactions among these characters provide insight into their personalities and relationships, laying

the groundwork for their collective adventure.

The Arrival of Mrs. Whatsit: A Mysterious Visitor

The First Encounter

Mrs. Whatsit’s entrance is shrouded in mystery. She appears unexpectedly during a stormy night,
knocking on the Murry’s door. Her appearance is unusual—she is described as wearing a tattered, old-
fashioned dress and having an air of eccentricity. Despite her odd appearance, she exudes warmth and

friendliness.

The Significance of Her Visit

Mrs. Whatsit’s visit marks the beginning of the novel’s central conflict. She brings with her a sense of
wonder and the promise of adventure, hinting at the existence of other worlds beyond the ordinary. Her
conversations with Meg reveal hints about the cosmic forces at play, setting up the narrative’s exploration

of good versus evil.

The Themes Introduced in Chapter 1

The Power of Love and Family

Throughout her visit, Mrs. Whatsit emphasizes the importance of love, which she describes as a vital force
capable of combating darkness and evil. This theme becomes central as the story progresses, illustrating that

love is a powerful, transformative force.

The Nature of Good and Evil

The chapter introduces the concept that evil can manifest as a pervasive, almost tangible force affecting the
universe. Mrs. Whatsit hints at the existence of a dark force known as the Black Thing, which threatens

the universe and the Murry family’s loved ones.



Curiosity and Courage

Mrs. Whatsit’s eccentric personality encourages curiosity, while her stories inspire courage among the
young characters. The willingness to venture into the unknown becomes a recurring motif throughout the

novel.

The Significance of Mrs. Whatsit’s Revelation

The Concept of Tesseracts

One of the most critical revelations in this chapter is the concept of a "tesseract,” a fifth-dimensional
phenomenon that allows for instantaneous travel across vast distances in space. Mrs. Whatsit hints at this
ability, which becomes the key to the characters’ journey toward rescuing Mr. Murry and confronting the

darkness.

The Prophecy of the Journey

Mrs. Whatsit forewarns that the journey will involve danger and that they must rely on their inner
strengths, especially love and faith. Her words serve as a rallying cry for the characters to prepare for the

challenges ahead.

The Impact of Mrs. Whatsit’s Visit on the Narrative

Foreshadowing Future Events

Her visit foreshadows the adventures to come, including the crossing of dimensions and the confrontation
with evil entities. The chapter sets the tone for the novel’s exploration of cosmic battles and moral

dilemmas.

Character Development

This initial encounter marks a turning point for Meg and her family, especially in terms of understanding

their own strengths and weaknesses. Mrs. Whatsit serves as a catalyst for their growth and courage.



The Introduction of Supernatural and Scientific Elements

Her mention of tesseracts and otherworldly phenomena bridges the gap between science and magic, a
hallmark of L’Engle’s storytelling. This blend invites readers to consider the universe’s mysteries and the

power of imagination.

Analysis of Key Scenes in Chapter 1

The Stormy Night and Mrs. Whatsit’s Arrival

¢ Creates an atmosphere of suspense and wonder.

¢ Highlights the contrast between the mundane and the extraordinary.

Mrs. Whatsit’s Conversation with Meg

¢ Reveals her understanding of the universe’s spiritual and physical dimensions.

¢ Builds Meg’s confidence and curiosity.

The Mention of the Black Thing and the Tesseract

e Sets up the central conflict of the novel.

e Introduces the idea that love and faith can overcome darkness.

Conclusion: The Beginning of an Epic Journey

Chapter 1 of A Wrinkle in Time, featuring Mrs. Whatsit’s visit, is a masterful introduction that combines



mystery, science, and spirituality. It captures the reader’s imagination, laying a foundation for the novel’s
themes of love, courage, and the battle between good and evil. By referring to the complete version of this
chapter, readers can fully appreciate the richness of L’Engle’s storytelling and prepare for the
extraordinary adventures that lie ahead. Mrs. Whatsit’s enigmatic presence not only sparks the narrative
but also embodies the novel’s core message: that even in the face of darkness, love and faith can light the

way toward hope and salvation.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of Mrs. Whatsit's visit in Chapter 1 of 'A
Wrinkle in Time'?

Mrs. Whatsit's visit introduces the central supernatural elements and sets the stage for the novel's

exploration of good versus evil, as well as the idea of other dimensions.

How does Meg's character develop during the events of Chapter 1?

In Chapter 1, Meg begins to show her vulnerabilities and insecurities but also demonstrates her intelligence

and curiosity, setting up her journey of self-discovery.

‘What role does Mrs. Whatsit play in the story's beginning?

Mrs. Whatsit acts as a mysterious and whimsical guide who hints at larger cosmic forces at work,

prompting Meg and her family to explore beyond their normal reality.

Why is the concept of a 'wrinkle in time' important in the context of the
story?

The 'wrinkle in time' symbolizes bending or folding time and space, enabling characters to travel across

dimensions and emphasizing the novel's themes of interconnectedness and higher powers.

What themes are introduced in Chapter 1 through Mrs. Whatsit's visit?

Themes of mystery, the battle between good and evil, the importance of love and courage, and the idea of

unseen forces influencing our world are introduced.

How does the setting in Chapter 1 contribute to the mood of the story?

The setting, including the unfamiliar weather and strange visitors, creates an atmosphere of suspense and

wonder, signaling that extraordinary events are about to unfold.



What clues are provided in Chapter 1 about the upcoming challenges for
Meg and her family?

Hints about the presence of dark forces and Meg's own struggles with self-confidence foreshadow the

difficulties she will face as the story progresses.

Additional Resources
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Introduction: An Invitation into the Mysterious World of A

Wrinkle in Time

In the realm of children’s literature, few novels have managed to blend the fantastical with profound
philosophical undertones as seamlessly as Madeleine L’Engle’s A Wrinkle in Time. First published in 1962,
this timeless classic invites readers into a universe where the boundaries between science and spirituality

blur, and where the power of love and courage face cosmic adversaries.
This article aims to provide an in-depth exploration of the opening chapter—"In Chapter 1, Mrs. Whatsit
Visits"—serving as a comprehensive guide to understanding its themes, characters, and significance within

the broader narrative. Whether you’re revisiting the story or encountering it for the first time, this

detailed overview will offer fresh insights into the beginnings of this extraordinary adventure.

Setting the Stage: The Ordinary World Before the Storm

Before diving into the mysterious visit of Mrs. Whatsit, it’s crucial to understand the ordinary world in
which the story’s protagonist, Meg Murry, lives. The opening chapter constructs a relatable yet subtly
unsettling environment, setting the tone for the extraordinary journey ahead.

The Murry Household

Meg Murry is depicted as a bright but often misunderstood girl struggling with feelings of inadequacy and



alienation—an emotional landscape that resonates deeply with many readers. Her family environment is

both warm and complex:

- Meg’s Character Traits:
- Intelligent but self-doubting
- Impatient and quick-tempered

- Deeply caring beneath her rebellious exterior

- Her Family:

- Mr. Murry: A scientist absent for most of the story but pivotal to the plot.

- Mrs. Murry: A loving mother with a nurturing personality and a keen scientific mind.

- Charles Wallace: Meg’s younger brother, exceptionally gifted and intuitive.

This familial setup provides a foundation of love and stability, yet also hints at underlying

tensions—particularly Meg’s feelings of not fitting in.
The Universe of Ordinary Reality
The opening chapter emphasizes the contrast between the mundane world and the extraordinary forces

that will soon invade it. Details such as the night sky, the school, and Meg’s internal struggles are carefully

woven to establish a relatable setting, making the subsequent cosmic elements more impactful.

The Mysterious Visitor: Mrs. Whatsit’s First Appearance

The core of Chapter 1 revolves around the enigmatic arrival of Mrs. Whatsit, whose presence introduces

the novel’s central themes of mystery, courage, and the supernatural.
Who is Mrs. Whatsit?

Mrs. Whatsit is initially introduced as a peculiar, somewhat eccentric woman with a whimsical demeanor.

Her appearance defies conventional expectations:

- She is described as somewhat bedraggled, with a disorganized appearance.

- She seems to possess an otherworldly aura, hinting at her supernatural origins.

- Her speech is riddled with cryptic hints and riddles, establishing her as a character of profound mystery.

The Significance of Her Visit

Mrs. Whatsit’s visit is not merely a casual encounters; it acts as a catalyst for the entire plot. Her arrival



signals the beginning of a cosmic adventure that challenges the boundaries of understanding and

perception.

- Themes introduced:

- The existence of other dimensions and higher beings.

- The importance of love and light over darkness.

- The idea that extraordinary truths often come cloaked in mystery.

The Encounter: Key Moments

During her visit, Mrs. Whatsit engages Meg and her family with cryptic messages and hints about a great
cosmic battle. Her dialogue is layered with symbolism and foreshadowing, inviting readers to decipher her
riddles.

Notable moments include:

- Her cryptic description of “tesseracts” — a concept central to the novel's plot, representing a way of
traveling through space and time.

- Her seeming innocence contrasted with an undercurrent of profound knowledge.

- The inexplicable warmth and comfort she provides, foreshadowing her role as a guide and protector.

Thematic Exploration of Chapter 1

The first chapter sets the philosophical and emotional tone for the novel. Key themes include:
The Power of Love and Compassion

Mrs. Whatsit’s visit underscores the importance of love as a force capable of transcending space and time.

Her presence suggests that understanding and kindness are vital tools in facing cosmic evil.

The Unknown and the Supernatural

The chapter immerses readers in a universe where the boundaries between science, magic, and spirituality
are fluid. Mrs. Whatsit embodies this liminal space, representing the mysterious forces beyond human
comprehension.

Courage in the Face of Uncertainty

Although initially bewildered, Meg’s curiosity and innate bravery are subtly encouraged by Mrs. Whatsit’s



cryptic words. This sets the stage for Meg’s growth as a character who will confront the unknown with

resilience.

Character Analysis: Mrs. Whatsit and Her Role

Understanding Mrs. Whatsit’s role in Chapter 1 is crucial to grasping the novel’s overarching message.
Character Traits and Symbolism

- Eccentricity: Her disheveled appearance and quirky behavior symbolize her connection to the
supernatural and her role as a messenger of higher truths.

- Wisdom: Despite her playful exterior, she possesses profound knowledge about the universe.

- Compassion: Her interactions exemplify kindness and an understanding of the emotional struggles faced

by Meg and her family.
Her Significance in the Narrative
Mrs. Whatsit is more than a whimsical visitor; she embodies the intersection of science and spirituality,

illustrating that the universe is governed by love, light, and higher consciousness. Her arrival marks the

beginning of the novel’s exploration of these themes.

Implications for the Reader: Connecting the Dots

This initial chapter invites readers to reflect on several deeper ideas:

- The importance of embracing curiosity and the unknown.
- Recognizing that appearances can be deceiving—beneath Mrs. Whatsit’s disheveled exterior lies immense
wisdom.

- Understanding that love and compassion are powerful forces capable of overcoming darkness.

Moreover, it hints at the vastness of the universe and the idea that human understanding is just a small part

of a much larger, interconnected cosmos.



Conclusion: Setting the Stage for an Epic Journey

Chapter 1 of A Wrinkle in Time masterfully combines the familiar with the mysterious, setting the stage
for an adventure that is both personal and cosmic. Mrs. Whatsit’s unexpected visit introduces themes of
love, mystery, and courage that resonate throughout the novel, encouraging readers to look beyond the

surface and embrace the unknown.

For those seeking a complete understanding of this pivotal chapter, referencing A Wrinkle in Time
provides an immersive experience of Madeleine L’Engle’s visionary storytelling. Her blending of science,

spirituality, and human emotion creates a narrative that is as thought-provoking as it is enchanting.

In summary:

- Mrs. Whatsit’s visit is the catalyst for the story’s cosmic adventure.

- The chapter explores themes of love, mystery, and bravery.

- Her character symbolizes the bridge between science and spirituality.

- The setting and characters create a relatable yet universe-spanning backdrop.

By delving into Chapter 1 with clarity and depth, readers can better appreciate the intricate layers of A

Wrinkle in Time and prepare for the extraordinary journey that lies ahead.
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