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Understanding how to convert direct questions into indirect speech is a fundamental skill in
English grammar. It helps in making your language more formal, polite, and suitable for
reporting conversations, interviews, or inquiries. This article will guide you step-by-step on
how to rewrite two specific questions into indirect speech, providing clear explanations,
examples, and tips to enhance your grasp of this important grammatical structure.

---

Introduction to Indirect Speech and Its
Importance

Indirect speech, also known as reported speech, is a way of expressing what someone else
has said without quoting their exact words. Instead of using quotation marks and the
original question format, indirect speech transforms the question into a statement that
reports the inquiry.

For example, the direct question "Are these your sisters?" becomes "He asked if those were
his sisters." Similarly, "Will they attend?" becomes "She asked whether they would attend."

Mastering indirect speech is essential for various reasons:

- It allows you to relay information smoothly in conversations and written communication.
- It adds formality and politeness to your language.
- It helps in avoiding the repetitive use of direct quotations.
- It is crucial in professional and academic writing, especially in reporting interviews,
surveys, or conversations.

---

Understanding the Structure of Indirect
Questions

Before rewriting specific questions, it’s important to understand the general structure of
indirect questions:



- Introductory Phrase: Usually a verb like "asked," "inquired," "wondered," etc.
- Question Word or Phrase: "who," "what," "where," "when," "why," "how," or an entire
question clause.
- Sentence Type: The question is turned into a statement; the question mark is removed.
- Word Order: The auxiliary verb and subject order are adjusted within the sentence,
following the rules of statement formation.

Example:

Direct: "Are these your sisters?"

Indirect: "He asked if those were his sisters."

---

Rewriting the Questions: Step-by-Step Guide

Let's analyze how to convert the two questions into indirect speech.

1) Are These Your Sisters?

Step 1: Identify the question type

This is a yes/no question, which asks for confirmation about possession.

Step 2: Determine the reporting verb

Common choices include "asked," "wanted to know," or "inquired."

Step 3: Convert the question into a statement

- Remove the question mark.
- Change the question into a clause beginning with "if" or "whether."

Step 4: Adjust the verb tense if needed

Since the question is in present tense ("are"), the tense remains the same in indirect
speech unless the reporting verb is in the past tense (then, tense shifts may occur).

Step 5: Make necessary pronoun and demonstrative adjustments

- "These" might change to "those" depending on context.
- Pronouns like "your" might change based on the speaker and listener.

Final indirect question:

- If the reporting verb is in the present:



He asks if those are his sisters.

- If in the past:
He asked if those were his sisters.

Example sentence:

- Direct: "Are these your sisters?"
- Indirect (past tense): "She asked if those were his sisters."

---

2) Will They Attend?

Step 1: Identify the question type

This is a yes/no question about future action, asking if "they" will attend.

Step 2: Choose the reporting verb

Likely "asked" or "wanted to know."

Step 3: Convert into a statement

- Remove the question mark.
- Use "whether" or "if."

Step 4: Adjust tense and modal verb

Since "will" indicates future, in indirect speech, "will" often changes to "would."

Step 5: Adjust pronouns and adverbs

- "They" remains "they," but context might require changing based on the perspective.

Final indirect question:

- Past tense reporting:
He asked whether they would attend.

- Present tense reporting:
She asks if they will attend.

Example sentence:

- Direct: "Will they attend?"
- Indirect: "He asked if they would attend."

---



Examples and Practice Sentences

Let's see some concrete examples of rewriting the questions into indirect speech.

Example 1: Personal Possession Inquiry

- Direct question: "Are these your sisters?"
- Indirect question:
- Past tense: "She asked if those were his sisters."
- Present tense: "He asks if those are his sisters."

Example 2: Future Attendance Inquiry

- Direct question: "Will they attend?"
- Indirect question:
- Past tense: "She asked whether they would attend."
- Present tense: "He asks if they will attend."

Additional Practice Sentences

1. Direct: "Is John coming to the party?"
Indirect: "She asked if John was coming to the party."

2. Direct: "Did you see the new movie?"
Indirect: "He inquired whether I saw the new movie."

3. Direct: "What time does the train arrive?"
Indirect: "She asked what time the train arrived."

4. Direct: "Why are you late?"
Indirect: "They wanted to know why I was late."

---

Important Tips for Accurate Conversion to
Indirect Speech

- Change question words appropriately: "who," "what," "where," "when," "why," "how"
remain the same but are integrated into the sentence.
- Use correct conjunctions: "if" or "whether" are used for yes/no questions.
- Adjust tense according to the rules of sequence of tenses:



- If the reporting verb is in the past, shift the tense back (present to past, past to past
perfect, etc.).
- For example, "will" becomes "would," "are" becomes "were," "did" becomes "had done."

- Remove question marks: The question mark is omitted in indirect speech.
- Maintain clarity and context: Ensure that the pronouns and demonstratives match the
context of the conversation.

---

Conclusion: Mastering the Art of Rewriting
Questions in Indirect Speech

Transforming direct questions into indirect speech is a vital skill that enriches your
language proficiency. By understanding the structure, practicing with various question
types, and paying attention to tense and pronoun shifts, you can confidently report
questions in a polished and grammatically correct manner.

Remember, the key steps involve identifying the question type, choosing the appropriate
reporting verb, converting the question into a statement using "if" or "whether" for yes/no
questions, adjusting tense and pronouns correctly, and ensuring that the sentence flows
naturally.

Practice consistently with different questions, and soon you'll find it easy to rewrite any
direct question into indirect speech, enhancing both your spoken and written
communication skills.

---

Happy practicing!

Frequently Asked Questions

How do you rephrase 'Are these your sisters?' in
indirect speech?
He/She asked if those were his/her sisters.

What is the indirect speech form of 'Are these your
sisters?'?
He/She asked whether those were his/her sisters.



How can you convert 'Will they attend?' into indirect
speech?
He/She asked if they would attend.

What is the proper way to rewrite 'Will they attend' in
indirect speech?
He/She inquired whether they would attend.

How do you transform 'Are these your sisters?' into
reported speech?
He/She asked if those were his/her sisters.

What is the indirect speech version of 'Will They
Attend?'
He/She asked whether they would attend.

Can you give an example of rewriting 'Are these your
sisters?' in indirect speech?
He/She asked if those were her sisters.

How do you report the question 'Will they attend?'?
He/She asked if they would be attending.

What are the steps to convert direct questions like
these into indirect speech?
Identify the question type, change the question word if necessary, and rephrase into a
statement with appropriate tense and structure.

Why is it important to convert questions into indirect
speech correctly?
To accurately report what was asked while maintaining grammatical correctness and clarity
in communication.

Additional Resources
Transforming direct questions into indirect speech is a fundamental aspect of
mastering English grammar, especially for learners aiming to enhance their



communication skills in both spoken and written contexts. This process involves
converting a question posed directly by someone into a reported or indirect form,
often used in storytelling, reporting, or formal communication. Understanding
how to accurately and effectively perform this conversion requires a
comprehensive grasp of various grammatical rules, sentence structures, and
contextual nuances. This article offers an in-depth analysis of rewriting specific
questions—namely, "Are these your sisters?" and "Will they attend?"—into
indirect speech, providing clear explanations, examples, and guidance to
facilitate mastery of this essential language skill. We will explore the
fundamental principles, step-by-step procedures, common challenges, and
practical applications involved in transforming direct questions into their indirect
counterparts, all presented in a journalistic and analytical tone to ensure
thorough understanding.

Understanding Indirect Speech: An Overview

What Is Indirect Speech?
Indirect speech, also known as reported speech, is a grammatical structure used to convey
what someone else has said without quoting their words directly. Instead of using quotation
marks and the original question format, indirect speech reports the essence of the
question, often integrating it into a larger sentence. For example, when someone asks, "Are
these your sisters?" in indirect speech, it might become: "She asked if those were her
sisters."

The Importance of Using Indirect Speech
Using indirect speech serves multiple purposes:
- Politeness and Formality: It often sounds more polite and less direct, especially in formal
writing or conversations.
- Narrative Flow: It helps maintain a smooth narrative when recounting conversations or
reports.
- Clarity and Context: It provides contextual clarity, especially when the speaker is relaying
information after the fact.
- Avoiding Repetition: Instead of quoting verbatim, it summarizes or reports the question,
making communication more efficient.

Differences Between Direct and Indirect Speech
| Aspect | Direct Speech | Indirect Speech |
|---------|----------------|-----------------|
| Structure | Quotation marks, exact words | No quotation marks, paraphrased |
| Verb tense | Usually present or perfect tense | Often shifts back in tense (backshift) |
| Pronouns | As originally spoken | Adjusted to the reporting context |
| Question format | Maintains question form | Usually integrated into a statement with "if" or
"whether" |



Core Principles for Converting Questions to
Indirect Speech

1. Recognizing the Type of Question
Questions mainly fall into two categories:
- Yes/No Questions: These are questions that can be answered with "yes" or "no," e.g., "Are
these your sisters?"
- Wh-Questions: Questions beginning with who, what, where, when, why, or how, e.g., "Will
they attend?" (though this is a yes/no question, it is often included in this category).

Understanding the type helps determine the appropriate reporting structure.

2. Using Conjunctions: "If" and "Whether"
- For yes/no questions, the common reporting conjunctions are "if" or "whether".
- Both are used to introduce the reported question, with "whether" sometimes preferred in
formal contexts or when options are involved.

Example:
- Direct: "Are these your sisters?"
- Indirect: "He asked if those were her sisters."

3. Adjusting Verb Tenses (Backshift)
- When converting to indirect speech, tense typically
shifts back by one step if the reporting verb is in the
past tense.
- For example:
- Present simple → Past simple
- Present continuous → Past continuous
- Present perfect → Past perfect
- Will → Would

Example:
- Direct: "Will they attend?"
- Indirect: "She asked if they would attend."



4. Modifying Pronouns and Demonstratives

- Pronouns and demonstratives must be adjusted to
match the perspective of the reporter.
- For example:
- "These" might change to "those."
- "Your" might change to "her" or "their," depending on
context.

5. Changing Question Format into Statement Format

- Indirect speech involves transforming the question
into a statement, often starting with a reporting verb
like "asked" or "inquired."
- The question form (with auxiliary verbs, etc.) is
replaced with a subordinate clause beginning with "if"
or "whether."

Step-by-Step Guide to Rewriting the Sample
Questions

Question 1: "Are these your sisters?"

Step 1: Identify the question type.
This is a yes/no question.

Step 2: Choose the appropriate conjunction.
Use "if" or "whether."



Step 3: Adjust verb tense.
- "Are" (present simple) shifts to "were" (past simple) if
the reporting verb is in past tense.
- The auxiliary verb "are" becomes "were" in the
subordinate clause.

Step 4: Modify pronouns and demonstratives.
- "These" becomes "those" to match the perspective.

Step 5: Construct the indirect question.
- Use a reporting verb: "asked," "inquired," etc.

Final Conversion:
- She asked if those were her sisters.
- Example in a sentence:
He asked if those were her sisters.

Question 2: "Will they attend?"

Step 1: Recognize the question type.
Yes/no question.

Step 2: Use "if" or "whether."
Choose "if" for simplicity.

Step 3: Shift verb tense.
- "Will" (future simple) changes to "would."

Step 4: Adjust pronouns.
- "They" remains "they," but context-dependent.

Step 5: Formulate the indirect question.



- With a reporting verb: "asked."

Final Conversion:
- She asked if they would attend.
- Example in a sentence:
The teacher asked if they would attend the lecture.

Additional Considerations and Nuances

Handling Wh-Questions

While the current questions are yes/no, understanding
how to convert wh-questions is vital.

- Example: "Where are your sisters?"
Indirect: "She asked where her sisters were."
- The question word ("where") remains at the beginning
of the subordinate clause.

Maintaining Meaning and Context

- When converting questions, ensure that the original
intent and meaning are preserved.
- Pay attention to nuances, such as implied options or
specific contexts.

Managing Tense and Time References



- The tense shift depends on the tense of the original
question and the tense of the reporting verb.
- When the reporting verb is in the present, tense shifts
are often not necessary.
- When the reporting verb is in the past, tense shifts
are standard.

Common Errors to Avoid

- Forgetting to backshift tense.
- Incorrect pronoun or demonstrative adjustments.
- Using direct question word order instead of
subordinate clause.
- Omitting "if" or "whether" in yes/no questions.

Practical Applications and Contextual Usage

In Formal Writing and Reporting

- News reports, interviews, and formal correspondence
often require converting questions into indirect speech.
- Ensures clarity and professionalism.

In Everyday Conversation

- When recounting conversations, indirect speech
makes narration smoother and more cohesive.
- Example: "She asked if I would join the meeting."



In Academic and Literary Contexts

- Used extensively in essays, narratives, and analyses
to present dialogues or reported speech.

Conclusion: Mastering the Art of Indirect
Questions

Transforming direct questions into indirect speech is a
nuanced process that enhances clarity, politeness, and
grammatical accuracy in communication. The key lies in
understanding question types, correctly applying tense
shifts, adjusting pronouns and demonstratives, and
choosing appropriate conjunctions like "if" or
"whether." The specific examples of "Are these your
sisters?" and "Will they attend?" serve as practical
illustrations of this process, demonstrating the
importance of contextual awareness and grammatical
precision. Mastery of this skill not only enriches one's
language proficiency but also broadens the scope of
effective communication across various settings—from
informal conversations to formal reporting and
academic writing. As with any grammatical skill,
consistent practice and attention to detail are essential
for becoming proficient in converting direct questions
into accurate and meaningful indirect speech.

---

End of Article
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