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SARGON OF AKKAD, OFTEN REFERRED TO AS SARGON THE GREAT, STANDS AS ONE OF THE MOST INFLUENTIAL AND FORMIDABLE
RULERS OF ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA. HIS MILITARY CAMPAIGNS, POLITICAL INNOVATIONS, AND EXPANSIONIST POLICIES RESHAPED
THE LANDSCAPE OF THE ANCIENT NEAR EAST. ONE OF THE MOST NOTABLE ASPECTS OF HIS REIGN WAS HIS AGGRESSIVE
STRATEGY OF DEMOLISHING THE WALLS OF NEIGHBORING CITIES AFTER CONQUEST. BUT WHY DID SARGON UNDERTAKE SUCH
DRASTIC MEASURES? THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE MOTIVATIONS BEHIND SARGON'S DESTRUCTION OF CITY WALLS, THE
HISTORICAL CONTEXT OF HIS CONQUESTS, AND HOW HIS ACTIONS CONTRIBUTED TO THE RISE OF THE AKKADIAN EMPIRE.

INTRODUCTION TO SARGON OF AKKAD

WHo W AS SARGON THE GREAT?

- SARGON OF AKKAD WAS A PIONEERING RULER WHO UNIFIED MUCH OF MESOPOTAMIA UNDER HIS CONTROL AROUND
2334-2279 BCE.

- TRADITIONALLY CREDITED WITH FOUNDING THE AKKADIAN EMPIRE, THE FIRST EMPIRE IN HISTORY.

- KNOWN FOR INNOVATIVE LEADERSHIP, MILITARY PROWESS, AND ADMINISTRATIVE REFORMS.

HisToricAL CONTEXT OF THE AKKADIAN EMPIRE

- EMERGED DURING A PERIOD OF CITY-STATES VYING FOR DOMINANCE IN SUMER AND SURROUNDING REGIONS.

- THE PERIOD WAS MARKED BY FREQUENT WARFARE, ALLIANCES, AND RIVALRIES AMONG CITY-STATES LIKE UR, URUK, AND
LAGASH.

- SARGON’S RISE SIGNIFIED A SHIFT FROM CITY-STATE INDEPENDENCE TO IMPERIAL CONSOLIDATION.

THE SIGNIFICANCE OF CITY WALLS IN ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA

W ALLS AS SYMBOLS oF POWER AND DEFENSE

- CITY WALLS SERVED AS PHYSICAL BARRIERS PROTECTING INHABITANTS FROM INVASIONS AND RAIDS.
- THEY ALSO SYMBOLIZED A CITY'S WEALTH, STRENGTH, AND INDEPENDENCE.
- W ALLS WERE OFTEN FORTIFIED WITH GATES, WATCHTOWERS, AND DEFENSIVE FEATURES.

PsyYcHoLoOGICAL AND PoLITICAL IMPORTANCE

- THE DESTRUCTION OF CITY WALLS POST-CONQUEST WAS A STATEMENT OF DOMINANCE.
- |T SIGNIFIED THE END OF A CITY’S INDEPENDENCE AND REINFORCED THE AUTHORITY OF THE CONQUEROR.
- REMOVING WALLS PREVENTED THE DEFEATED CITY FROM EASILY REBELLING OR RE-ESTABLISHING ITSELF AS A RIVAL POWER.



WHY Dib SARGON DeEMoLISH THE W ALLS oF NEIGHBORING CITIES?

PREVENTING REBELLION AND REASSERTING CONTROL

- DESTROYING WALLS REDUCED THE LIKELIHOOD OF IMMEDIATE REBELLION BY DEFEATED CITIES.

- |T SERVED AS A DETERRENT TO OTHER CITIES CONTEMPLATING RESISTANCE.

- THE PHYSICAL DESTRUCTION ENSURED THAT FORMER ENEMIES COULD NOT QUICKLY REBUILD DEFENSES AND CHALLENGE
SARGON’S RULE.

CONSOLIDATING POWER AND SUPPRESSING RESISTANCE

- SARGON’S EMPIRE DEPENDED ON CENTRAL AUTHORITY, WEAKENED, FORTIFIED CITY-STATES COULD THREATEN THIS.
- DEMOLISHING WALLS WAS PART OF A BROADER STRATEGY TO DISMANTLE LOCAL POWER BASES.
- |T DEMONSTRATED THE FUTILITY OF RESISTING SARGON’S DOMINANCE.

EcoNoMIC AND STRATEGIC REASONS

- REMOVING WALLS REDUCED THE OPPORTUNITY FOR SMUGGLING OR ILLICIT TRADE THAT COULD EMPOWER REBELLIOUS
FACTIONS.

- |T FACILITATED EASIER CONTROL AND MOVEMENT OF TROOPS ACROSS CONQUERED TERRITORIES.

- SARGON COULD REPURPOSE THE MATERIALS FROM DESTROYED WALLS FOR HIS CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS.

PsyYcHoLOGICAL W ARFARE

- THE DESTRUCTION OF WALLS WAS A PSYCHOLOGICAL TACTIC, INSTILLING FEAR AND SUBMISSION AMONG OTHER CITIES.
- |T SHOWCASED SARGON'S MILITARY MIGHT AND WILLINGNESS TO DESTROY WHAT SYMBOLIZED INDEPENDENCE.

MeTHoDS Usebd BY SARGON TO Tore DownN CiTy WALLS

MILITARY SIEGE TECHNIQUES

- SARGON'S ARMIES EMPLOYED ADVANCED SIEGE TACTICS, INCLUDING BATTERING RAMS AND SCALING LADDERS.
- HE STRATEGICALLY ENCIRCLED CITIES TO CUT OFF SUPPLIES AND FORCE SURRENDER.

PosT-CoNQUEST DESTRUCTION

- ONCE CAPTURED, SARGON’S FORCES SYSTEMATICALLY DISMANTLED WALLS AND FORTIFICATIONS.
- LARGE SECTIONS OF WALLS WERE BROKEN DOWN, AND MATERIALS WERE OFTEN REPURPOSED.

Use oF PROPAGANDA AND DEMONSTRATIONS OF POWER

- SARGON’S CAMPAIGNS OFTEN INCLUDED DISPLAYS OF FORCE, SUCH AS PUBLIC DESTRUCTION OF WALLS, TO DETER FUTURE
RESISTANCE.
- THE SYMBOLIC ACT OF TEARING DOWN WALLS REINFORCED SARGON'S IMAGE AS AN UNSTOPPABLE CONQUEROR.



IMPACT OF SARGON'S STRATEGY ON THE AKKADIAN EMPIRE

CreATION OF A CENTRALIZED POWER STRUCTURE

- THE DESTRUCTION OF WALLS HELPED ESTABLISH A UNIFIED EMPIRE UNDER SARGON'S CONTROL.
- |T FACILITATED THE INTEGRATION OF DIVERSE CITY-STATES INTO A COHESIVE POLITICAL ENTITY.

URBAN TRANSFORMATION AND ADMINISTRATIVE CONTROL

- MANY FORMER CITY-STATES WERE REPURPOSED INTO ADMINISTRATIVE CENTERS.
- SARGON’S SUCCESSORS CONTINUED POLICIES OF FORTIFICATION, BUT THE INITIAL STRATEGY WAS TO SUBDUE AND
INTEGRATE.

LoNG-TERM CONSEQUENCES

- THE APPROACH OF DEMOLISHING WALLS BECAME A PRECEDENT FOR FUTURE EMPIRES.
- |T INFLUENCED MILITARY AND POLITICAL STRATEGIES IN MESOPOTAMIA AND BEYOND.

LeGACY oF SARGON AND His CONQUEST STRATEGIES

HisTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

- SARGON’S EMPIRE SET THE TEMPLATE FOR FUTURE IMPERIAL RULERS.
- HIS TACTICS OF DESTRUCTION AND CONTROL INFLUENCED SUBSEQUENT MESOPOTAMIAN RULERS.

MODERN INTERPRETATIONS

- HISTORIANS VIEW SARGON'S DESTRUCTION OF CITY WALLS AS A COMBINATION OF MILITARY NECESSITY AND POLITICAL
SYMBOLISM.
- |T EXEMPLIFIES THE BRUTAL REALITIES OF CONQUEST IN THE ANCIENT WORLD.

LessoNS FROM SARGON's CAMPAIGNS

- THE IMPORTANCE OF STRATEGIC DESTRUCTION IN W ARFARE.
- THE ROLE OF SYMBOLISM AND PSYCHOLOGICAL W ARFARE IN CONSOLIDATING POWER.
- THE IMPACT OF MILITARY INNOVATION ON EMPIRE-BUILDING.

CONCLUSION

SARGON'S DECISION TO TEAR DOWN THE WALLS OF CONQUERED CITIES WAS A CALCULATED STRATEGY ROOTED IN MILITARY,
POLITICAL, AND PSYCHOLOGICAL OBJECTIVES. BY DISMANTLING THESE FORTIFICATIONS, SARGON NOT ONLY PREVENTED
IMMEDIATE REBELLION BUT ALSO REINFORCED HIS DOMINANCE ACROSS MESOPOTAMIA. HIS TACTICS CONTRIBUTED SIGNIFICANTLY
TO THE CREATION AND CONSOLIDATION OF THE AKKADIAN EMPIRE, LEAVING A LEGACY THAT INFLUENCED FUTURE W ARFARE AND



EMPIRE-BUILDING PRACTICES. UNDERSTANDING WHY SARGON TORE DOWN CITY WALLS PROVIDES DEEPER INSIGHT INTO THE
NATURE OF ANCIENT W ARFARE, IMPERIAL AUTHORITY, AND THE METHODS USED BY ONE OF HISTORY'S EARLIEST GREAT
CONQUERORS.
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FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

WHO WAS SARGON THE KING OF THE AKKADIAN EMPIRE?

SARGON THE GREAT WAS THE FOUNDER OF THE AKKADIAN EMPIRE IN ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA, REIGNING AROUND 2334-2279
BCE, AND IS KNOWN FOR UNIFYING MUCH OF MESOPOTAMIA UNDER HIS RULE.

\WHY DID SARGON THE AKKADIAN EMPIRE TEAR DOWN THE WALLS OF NEIGHBORING
CITIES?

SARGON TORE DOWN THE WALLS OF NEIGHBORING CITIES TO WEAKEN THEIR DEFENSES, PREVENT REBELLIONS, AND ESTABLISH
DOMINANCE, THEREBY CONSOLIDATING HIS EMPIRE'S CONTROL OVER THE REGION.

\WHAT WAS THE STRATEGIC REASON BEHIND SARGON’S DESTRUCTION OF CITY WALLS?

THE DESTRUCTION OF CITY WALLS WAS A STRATEGIC MILITARY TACTIC TO PREVENT ENEMY ESCAPES, DISCOURAGE
RESISTANCE, AND DEMONSTRATE SARGON’'S POWER, ENSURING THE STABILITY AND EXPANSION OF HIS EMPIRE.

DID TEARING DOWN CITY WALLS BENEFIT SARGON'S EMPIRE IN THE LONG RUN?

YES, BY DISMANTLING THE WALLS OF POTENTIAL RIVALS, SARGON REDUCED THE LIKELIHOOD OF REBELLION AND SECURED HIS
EMPIRE'S BORDERS, PROMOTING STABILITY AND CONTROL OVER HIS DOMAIN.

W/ AS DESTROYING CITY WALLS A COMMON PRACTICE AMONG ANCIENT CONQUERORS
LIKE SARGON?

YES/ MANY ANCIENT RULERS, INCLUDING SARGON, DESTROYED OR WEAKENED ENEMY CITY WALLS TO ASSERT DOMINANCE,
PREVENT FUTURE INVASIONS, AND CONSOLIDATE THEIR POWER.

How DID SARGON’S MILITARY CAMPAIGNS AND CITY DESTRUCTION SHAPE THE HISTORY
OF MESOPOTAMIA?

SARGON’S CONQUESTS AND THE DESTRUCTION OF CITY WALLS HELPED ESTABLISH THE FIRST KNOWN EMPIRE IN MESOPOTAMIA/
INFLUENCING REGIONAL POLITICS, MILITARY STRATEGIES, AND THE DEVELOPMENT OF CENTRALIZED GOVERNANCE IN THE ANCIENT
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INTRODUCTION: SARGON THE GREAT AND THE EXPANSION OF THE AKKADIAN EMPIRE

SARGON OF AKKAD, OFTEN HERALDED AS ONE OF HISTORY’S FIRST EMPIRE BUILDERS, REMAINS A TOWERING FIGURE IN THE ANNALS
OF ANCIENT HISTORY. His REIGN, WHICH BEGAN AROUND 2334 BCE, MARKED A TRANSFORMATIVE PERIOD IN MESOPOTAMIAN
CIVILIZATION. KNOWN FOR UNIFYING CITY-STATES UNDER HIS RULE AND ESTABLISHING THE AKKADIAN EMPIRE, SARGON'S
MILITARY CAMPAIGNS AND POLITICAL STRATEGIES LAID THE FOUNDATION FOR A CENTRALIZED POLITICAL STRUCTURE THAT
WOULD INFLUENCE FUTURE CIVILIZATIONS.

A PARTICULARLY STRIKING ASPECT OF SARGON'S MILITARY CONQUESTS WAS HIS AGGRESSIVE APPROACH TO NEIGHBORING
CITIES—SPECIFICALLY, TEARING DOWN THEIR WALLS. THIS ACT OF DESTRUCTION WAS NOT MERELY A DISPLAY OF BRUTE FORCE
BUT A CALCULATED STRATEGY ROOTED IN POLITICAL, MILITARY, AND ECONOMIC REASONING. TO UNDERSTAND WHY SARGON

TARGETED CITY WALLS AND WHAT THIS SIGNIFIED, IT IS ESSENTIAL TO EXPLORE THE BROADER CONTEXT OF HIS REIGN, MILITARY
TACTICS, AND THE SOCIO-POLITICAL LANDSCAPE OF ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIA.

HisToricaL CoNTEXT: THE PoLITICAL LANDSCAPE OF MESOPOTAMIA BEFORE SARGON

THe CITY-STATES OF SUMER AND AKKAD

BEFORE SARGON’S RISE, MESOPOTAMIA WAS A MOSAIC OF INDEPENDENT CITY-STATES SUCH AS UR, URUK, LAGASH, AND KISH.
THESE CITY-STATES OFTEN ENGAGED IN CONFLICT, ALLIANCES, AND RIVALRIES, VYING FOR DOMINANCE OVER RESOURCES,
TRADING ROUTES, AND POLITICAL INFLUENCE.

FRAGMENTATION AND W ARFARE

THE PERIOD WAS CHARACTERIZED BY CONSTANT WARFARE, WITH CITY-STATES FORTIFYING THEMSELVES WITH WALLS FOR
PROTECTION. THESE FORTIFICATIONS SERVED AS SYMBOLS OF INDEPENDENCE AND POWER, OFTEN REPRESENTING THE CITY’S
WEALTH AND SECURITY.

THE NeeD FOR CENTRALIZED POWER

DESPITE FREQUENT CONFLICTS, NO SINGLE CITY-STATE HAD MANAGED TO ESTABLISH DOMINANCE OVER THE ENTIRE REGION.

SARGON'S AMBITION WAS TO CONSOLIDATE THESE FRAGMENTED POLITIES INTO A UNIFIED EMPIRE, WHICH REQUIRED OVERCOMING
BOTH EXTERNAL THREATS AND INTERNAL RESISTANCE.

SARGON'S MILITARY CAMPAIGNS: STRATEGIES AND TACTICS

THE CONQUEST OF SUMER AND BEYOND

SARGON'S MILITARY CAMPAIGNS EXTENDED ACROSS SUMER, ELAM, AND PARTS OF ANATOLIA, ESTABLISHING ONE OF THE
WORLD'S EARLIEST KNOWN EMPIRES. HIS SUCCESS WAS DRIVEN BY INNOVATIVE TACTICS, DISCIPLINED ARMIES, AND STRATEGIC
ALLIANCES.

THe RoLE oF SIEGE W ARFARE AND W ALL DESTRUCTION

A KEY ELEMENT OF SARGON’S MILITARY STRATEGY WAS THE SIEGE OF ENEMY CITIES. ONCE A CITY WAS SUBDUED, SARGON
OFTEN ORDERED THE DESTRUCTION OF ITS WALLS. THIS PRACTICE SERVED SEVERAL PURPOSES:



- PREVENTING REBELLION: DESTROYING CITY WALLS MADE IT DIFFICULT FOR THE CAPTURED CITY TO MOUNT A QUICK REBELLION,
DETERRING FUTURE RESISTANCE.

- SYMBOLIC DOMINATION: THE RAZING OF WALLS SYMBOLIZED THE COMPLETE SUBJUGATION OF THE CITY, ASSERTING SARGON'S
AUTHORITY.

- Economic CoNTRoL: W ALLS PROTECTED THE CITY'S WEALTH AND RESOURCES; THEIR DESTRUCTION ALLOWED SARGON TO
CONTROL TRADE ROUTES AND RESOURCES DIRECTLY.

- PsycHoLoGICAL W ARFARE: THE DESTRUCTION OF CITY DEFENSES INSTILLED FEAR AMONG NEIGHBORING CITY-STATES,
DISCOURAGING RESISTANCE.

THE RATIONALE BEHIND W ALL DESTRUCTION

W/HILE SOME MAY SEE THIS AS MERE DESTRUCTION, IT WAS A CALCULATED MOVE THAT ALIGNED WITH SARGON’S BROADER
GOALS:

- CONSOLIDATION OF POWER: REMOVING THE PHYSICAL SYMBOLS OF INDEPENDENCE REDUCED THE LIKELIHOOD OF REVOLTS.

- ESTABLISHING A New ORDER: SARGON’S EMPIRE WAS NOT JUST TERRITORIAL BUT ALSO IDEOLOGICAL, AIMING TO IMPOSE HIS
RULE OVER THE ENTIRE REGION.

- EconoMic STRATEGY: CONTROLLING KEY SITES AND THEIR DEFENSES ALLOWED SARGON TO DOMINATE TRADE AND RESOURCE
FLOW.

WHY DID SARGON TEAR DowN W ALLS? GROUP OF ANSWERS

UNDERSTANDING SARGON'S MOTIVATIONS REQUIRES CONSIDERING MULTIPLE PERSPECTIVES, WHICH COLLECTIVELY EXPLAIN HIS
STRATEGIC AND POLITICAL REASONING.

1. MILITARY STRATEGY AND DETERRENCE

- PREVENTION OF REBELLION: BY DESTROYING CITY WALLS, SARGON MADE IT IMPOSSIBLE FOR THOSE CITIES TO DEFEND
THEMSELVES IMMEDIATELY IN CASE OF FUTURE UPRISINGS.

- RapPiD SUBJUGATIONI W ALLS COULD SLOW DOWN OR COMPLICATE MILITARY CAMPAIGNS; REMOVING THEM EXPEDITED THE
PROCESS OF CONQUEST.

- DEMONSTRATING POWER: THE DESTRUCTION SERVED AS A WARNING TO OTHER CITY-STATES ABOUT THE FUTILITY OF
RESISTING.

2. PoLiTicaL ConTrROL AND CENTRALIZATION

- SYMBOLIC SUBMISSION: REMOVING FORTIFICATIONS WAS A PHYSICAL DEMONSTRATION THAT THESE CITIES WERE NOW UNDER
SARGON'S CONTROL, DIMINISHING THEIR POLITICAL INDEPENDENCE.

- RepucING Power Bases: CITY WALLS REPRESENTED LOCAL POWER;, THEIR DESTRUCTION MINIMIZED THE INFLUENCE OF LOCAL
ELITES, CONSOLIDATING SARGON'S AUTHORITY.

- IMPOSITION OF SARGON'S AUTHORITY: THE ACT WAS A MEANS OF ASSERTING DOMINANCE AND EMBEDDING HIS RULE INTO THE
PHYSICAL LANDSCAPE.

3. EconoMic AND TrADE CONTROL

- SECURING RESOURCES: DESTROYING WALLS IN STRATEGIC LOCATIONS ALLOWED SARGON TO CONTROL TRADE ROUTES AND
RESOURCE ACCESS.

- PREVENTING SMUGGLING AND REBELLION: W ALLS OFTEN SERVED AS BARRIERS TO UNAUTHORIZED MOVEMENT, THEIR REMOVAL
HELPED SARGON MONITOR AND CONTROL ECONOMIC ACTIVITY.

4. PsYCHOLOGICAL W ARFARE AND FEAR TACTICS

- INTIMIDATION: THE COMPLETE DESTRUCTION OF DEFENSES INSTILLED FEAR AMONG OTHER CITY-STATES, DISCOURAGING FUTURE
RESISTANCE.

- PsycHoLoGICAL DOMINATION: DEMONSTRATING HIS ABILITY TO DEMOLISH WALLS AND CONQUER POWERFUL CITIES SENT A
CLEAR MESSAGE OF SARGON'S UNSTOPPABLE MILITARY MIGHT.



5. ReLicious AND CULTURAL FACTORS

- WHILE LESS EMPHASIZED, SOME SCHOLARS SUGGEST THAT THE DESTRUCTION OF CITY WALLS ALSO HAD RELIGIOUS OR
CULTURAL CONNOTATIONS, SYMBOLIZING THE DOWNFALL OF LOCAL GODS AND TRADITIONS THAT MIGHT HAVE BEEN
ASSOCIATED WITH THESE FORTIFICATIONS. SARGON'S CONQUESTS OFTEN INVOLVED THE IMPOSITION OF HIS OWN DIVINE
AUTHORITY, ALIGNING WITH MESOPOTAMIAN TRADITIONS OF KINGSHIP.

THe BROADER IMPLICATIONS OF SARGON'S W ALL DESTRUCTION
THe EnD oF CITY-STATES AS AUTONOMOUS ENTITIES

SARGON'S CAMPAIGNS AND THE DESTRUCTION OF CITY WALLS MARKED A TRANSITION FROM INDEPENDENT CITY-STATES TO A
CENTRALIZED EMPIRE. THIS SHIFT HAD PROFOUND IMPLICATIONS:

- PoLiTicaL UNITY: THE PHYSICAL AND SYMBOLIC DESTRUCTION OF DEFENSES FACILITATED THE POLITICAL UNIFICATION OF
MESOPOTAMIA.

- CULTURAL TRANSFORMATION: SARGON'S EMPIRE PROMOTED A COMMON AKKADIAN CULTURE, LANGUAGE, AND
ADMINISTRATIVE PRACTICES.

- MILITARY INNOVATION: HIS APPROACH INFLUENCED SUBSEQUENT EMPIRES’ STRATEGIES, EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF
CONTROLLING URBAN CENTERS.

THe LEGACY OF SARGON'S CONQUESTS

- FOUNDATION OF EMPIRE BUILDING: SARGON'S TACTICS, INCLUDING THE TEARING DOWN OF WALLS, SET A PRECEDENT FOR
FUTURE IMPERIAL RULERS.

- URBAN AND MILITARY ARCHITECTURE: HIS CAMPAIGNS LIKELY INFLUENCED THE DEVELOPMENT AND DESTRUCTION OF CITY
FORTIFICATIONS IN SUBSEQUENT CIVILIZATIONS.

- HisTorRICAL MEMORY: THE DESTRUCTION OF CITY WALLS BECAME A SYMBOL OF IMPERIAL DOMINANCE AND THE COST OF
RESISTANCE.

CONCLUSION: SARGON'S STRATEGIC PHILOSOPHY AND ITS HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

SARGON'S DECISION TO TEAR DOWN THE WALLS OF NEIGHBORING CITIES WAS A MULTIFACETED STRATEGY ROOTED IN MILITARY,
POLITICAL, ECONOMIC, AND PSYCHOLOGICAL CONSIDERATIONS. FAR FROM MERE ACTS OF DESTRUCTION, THESE ACTS SERVED AS
DELIBERATE TOOLS TO ESTABLISH AND MAINTAIN HIS EMPIRE, ELIMINATE THREATS, AND PROJECT POWER ACROSS MESOPOTAMIA.

His APPROACH REFLECTED AN UNDERSTANDING OF URBAN FORTIFICATIONS AS SYMBOLS OF INDEPENDENCE AND RESISTANCE. BY
DISMANTLING THESE DEFENSES, SARGON EFFECTIVELY RESHAPED THE POLITICAL LANDSCAPE OF ANCIENT MESOPOTAMIAI LAYING
THE GROUNDWORK FOR FUTURE IMPERIAL RULE AND INFLUENCING W ARFARE, GOVERNANCE, AND URBAN PLANNING FOR CENTURIES
TO COME.

IN ANALYZING SARGON'S CAMPAIGNS, IT BECOMES EVIDENT THAT THE DESTRUCTION OF CITY WALLS WAS A CALCULATED ACT
OF EMPIRE-BUILDING™AN ASSERTION OF DOMINANCE THAT EXTENDED BEYOND PHYSICAL CONQUEST TO SHAPE THE VERY FABRIC
OF CIVILIZATION IN THE ANCIENT NEAR EAST.
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