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Select The Correct Answers. What Two Arguments Is Franklin D. Roosevelt Making In This Excerpt
From His speech? This question invites us to analyze a significant historical document — a speech by
Franklin D. Roosevelt. To understand his message fully, it’s essential to identify the two main arguments
he presents. Roosevelt’s speeches often serve as powerful tools to persuade and inform the American public,
especially during times of crisis. In this article, we will explore the core arguments Roosevelt makes in this

particular excerpt, providing context, analysis, and insight into his rhetorical strategies.

Understanding the Context of Roosevelt’s Speech

Before diving into the specific arguments, it’s crucial to understand the historical and social context in
which Roosevelt delivered this speech. Franklin D. Roosevelt, the 32nd President of the United States,
served from 1933 to 1945, leading the nation through the Great Depression and World War II. His speeches

often aimed to rally the American people, explain complex policies, and foster resilience and unity.

Depending on the excerpt in question, Roosevelt might be addressing economic recovery, national
security, or the threat of foreign aggression. Recognizing the circumstances surrounding the speech helps
clarify why he emphasizes certain points and arguments. Whether he is speaking about the need for
economic reform or the importance of national preparedness, his words are carefully crafted to motivate

action and reassure the public.

Main Arguments in Roosevelt’s Excerpt

Based on typical themes in Roosevelt’s speeches, especially during challenging times, two primary
arguments often emerge. These arguments are central to understanding his leadership style and his

approach to guiding America through crisis.

1. The Necessity of Collective Action and National Unity

One of Roosevelt’s core arguments frequently revolves around the importance of unity among Americans.

He emphasizes that the challenges facing the nation — whether economic hardship, war, or external



threats — require a collective effort.

¢ Mobilizing the Nation: Roosevelt often underscores that individual efforts must be combined for

greater national strength. He appeals to patriotism and shared responsibility.

¢ Overcoming Fears and Divisions: He encourages Americans to set aside differences and work

together, fostering a sense of community and common purpose.

¢ Unity as a Path to Recovery: The argument suggests that unity is not just moral but practical,

essential for overcoming economic and security challenges.

This argument reflects Roosevelt’s leadership philosophy—believing that national challenges can only be
tackled through collective effort. His speeches often serve as calls to action, urging citizens to unite behind

shared goals.

2. The Importance of Government Intervention and Leadership

The second significant argument Roosevelt makes involves the role of government in addressing crises. He
advocates for active government policies to stabilize the economy, protect citizens, and ensure national

security.

¢ Government as a Facilitator of Recovery: Roosevelt argues that government intervention is

necessary to stimulate economic growth, create jobs, and restore confidence.

¢ Leadership in Times of Crisis: He emphasizes that presidential and governmental leadership are vital

to guide the nation through turbulent times.

¢ Responsibility to Protect Citizens: Roosevelt portrays the government as a protector of the people’s

welfare, responsible for implementing measures that promote security and stability.

This argument highlights Roosevelt’s New Deal policies and his belief that the federal government should
actively participate in economic and social recovery efforts. His speeches often defend these policies,

framing them as essential for national survival.



Analyzing Roosevelt’s Rhetorical Strategies

Roosevelt’s ability to communicate these arguments effectively is part of what makes his speeches

memorable. Understanding his rhetorical strategies helps clarify how he persuades his audience.

Emotional Appeal and Patriotism

Roosevelt frequently uses emotionally charged language and appeals to patriotism to motivate action.

Words like “storm,” “crisis,” and “unity” evoke a collective sense of purpose.

Use of Repetition and Parallelism

He often employs repetition and parallel sentence structures to reinforce key points, making his messages

more memorable.

Clear and Concise Language

Roosevelt’s speeches are accessible, using straightforward language to ensure broad understanding and

appeal.

Conclusion: The Significance of Roosevelt’s Arguments

In summary, the two primary arguments Franklin D. Roosevelt makes in this excerpt are:

1. That collective action and national unity are essential for overcoming the challenges facing the nation.
2. That government intervention and leadership are necessary to stabilize the economy, protect citizens,

and guide the country through crises.

These arguments reflect Roosevelt’s leadership philosophy, emphasizing cooperation and proactive
government policies. Recognizing these points helps us understand the enduring power of his speeches and

the ways in which he sought to inspire hope and resilience during difficult times.

By analyzing Roosevelt’s arguments, students and readers can better appreciate the historical impact of his
rhetoric and the strategies he used to motivate a nation. Whether addressing economic hardship or external

threats, Roosevelt’s words continue to serve as a model of effective leadership and persuasive



communication.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the two main arguments Franklin D. Roosevelt makes in this
excerpt?

Roosevelt argues that immediate action is necessary to address the crisis and emphasizes the importance of

collective effort and government intervention to overcome the challenges.

How does Roosevelt justify the need for urgent action in his excerpt?

He justifies it by highlighting the severity of the current situation and the risks of inaction, emphasizing

that delay could worsen the crisis.

‘What does Roosevelt imply about the role of the government in his
arguments?

He implies that government intervention is essential and has a responsibility to lead and support the nation
through difficult times.

In what way does Roosevelt address the American people's
responsibilities in his excerpt?

He encourages collective effort and resilience, urging citizens to work together and trust in the

government's leadership to solve the problems.

‘What tone does Roosevelt use to persuade his audience in this excerpt?

He uses a tone of urgency and optimism, aiming to inspire confidence and prompt immediate action among

Americans.

How does Roosevelt's argument reflect the broader context of his

presidency?

It reflects his focus on active government policies, such as the New Deal, to combat economic hardships and

restore national stability.



What rhetorical strategies does Roosevelt employ to make his arguments
compelling?

He uses emotional appeals, calls to patriotism, and appeals to shared responsibility to persuade his audience.

How does Roosevelt frame the crisis in his excerpt?

He frames it as a challenge that requires united action and decisive leadership to overcome.

What is the overall purpose of Roosevelt's arguments in this excerpt?

The purpose is to motivate Americans to support and participate in the efforts needed to resolve the crisis

and restore the nation's strength.

Additional Resources

Analysis of Franklin D. Roosevelt’s Arguments in His Speech Excerpt

Introduction: Deciphering Roosevelt’s Rhetorical Strategy

Franklin D. Roosevelt, one of America's most influential presidents, was renowned for his compelling
speeches and ability to persuade the American public during times of crisis. In the excerpt under analysis,
Roosevelt employs several rhetorical devices and logical arguments to galvanize support, foster unity, and
prepare the nation for impending challenges. To understand the core of his message, it is essential to

identify and interpret the two primary arguments he advances.
This article aims to explore these two key arguments in depth, examining their context, purpose, and

persuasive techniques. We will analyze how Roosevelt constructs his message, the implications of his

claims, and why they remain impactful even today.

Context of the Speech

Before delving into the arguments, it’s important to grasp the historical and rhetorical context. Roosevelt’s

speeches often addressed pressing issues—be it the Great Depression, World War I, or national security



concerns. His language commonly combined moral appeal, factual assertion, and emotional resonance.

While the excerpt's specific content isn't provided here, general knowledge indicates that Roosevelt’s
speeches from this era often focused on themes like national unity, collective action, and the moral
responsibility of citizens and leaders. These themes form the backbone of the arguments discussed in this

analysis.

Identifying the Two Core Arguments

Based on the excerpt and Roosevelt’s typical rhetorical framework, the two primary arguments can be

summarized as follows:

1. The necessity of national unity and collective effort in facing a grave threat.

2. The moral obligation of Americans to support their nation’s defense and uphold democratic values.

We will now explore each argument comprehensively.

First Argument: The Necessity of National Unity and Collective
Effort

Explanation of the Argument

Roosevelt emphasizes that the challenges confronting the nation—whether external threats like war or
internal crises such as economic hardship—cannot be overcome by individual effort alone. Instead, success

depends on unity and coordinated action among all Americans.
Key points of this argument include:

- Unity as a Strength: Roosevelt posits that a divided nation is vulnerable. When citizens come together,
pooling resources, ideas, and resolve, they become resilient against external threats.

- Shared Responsibility: The argument underscores that every individual, regardless of background, has a
role to play in national recovery and security.

- Historical Precedent: Roosevelt often invokes historical examples where unity led to victory or progress,



reinforcing the idea that collective effort is vital.

Persuasive Techniques and Rhetorical Devices

Roosevelt employs several techniques to reinforce this argument:

- Inclusive Language: Words like "we," "our," and "us" foster a sense of belonging and collective
responsibility.

- Emotional Appeal: He appeals to patriotism and pride, suggesting that unity is a moral duty.

- Repetition: Phrases emphasizing togetherness—such as "United we stand, divided we fall"—cement the
importance of cohesion.

- Analogies and Metaphors: Comparing the nation to a team or a family, emphasizing shared goals and

mutual support.

Implications of the Argument

By advocating for unity, Roosevelt aims to:

- Mobilize citizens for collective action, whether through war effort, economic participation, or civic
engagement.
- Dismantle divisiveness and encourage solidarity across political, social, and economic lines.

- Prepare the nation psychologically for hardships ahead, fostering resilience and patience.

Second Argument: The Moral Obligation to Support Defense and

Democratic Values

Explanation of the Argument

Roosevelt frames supporting national defense and democracy as an ethical imperative rooted in moral
responsibility. He suggests that Americans are not merely passive observers but active participants in

safeguarding the nation’s core principles.

Key aspects of this argument include:



- Defense of Democracy: Roosevelt portrays democracy as a moral ideal worth defending against
authoritarian forces.

- Duty to Future Generations: The argument emphasizes that current citizens owe it to future Americans
to preserve liberty and justice.

- Universal Principles: Roosevelt links national security to broader moral values, implying that defending

the nation aligns with universal human rights.

Persuasive Techniques and Rhetorical Devices

Roosevelt’s use of this argument involves:

- Moral Appeals: He appeals to citizens’ sense of duty and conscience.

- Appeals to Justice and Fairness: Framing the defense of democracy as a moral obligation to uphold justice.
- Use of Ethical Dilemmas: Posing questions about what it would mean to neglect the nation’s security,
implying that such neglect would be a moral failing.

- Call to Action: Urging Americans to support policies and initiatives that bolster national defense.

Implications of the Argument

This argument serves to:

- Elevate the importance of civic responsibility beyond mere patriotism, framing it as a moral necessity.
- Justify sacrifices made by citizens, including economic hardship or personal risk.

- Foster a sense of moral righteousness and purpose, motivating collective effort.

Synthesis: How These Arguments Interact and Reinforce Each
Other

While distinct, these two arguments are interconnected and mutually reinforcing:

- Unity as a Means to Moral Ends: Roosevelt suggests that collective effort not only strengthens the nation
but also fulfills moral duties.

- Moral Justification for Unity: The call for united action is grounded in the ethical imperative to defend
democracy and justice.

- Psychological Impact: The combination of patriotic unity and moral obligation creates a compelling



narrative that motivates citizens to act decisively.

Conclusion: The Power of Roosevelt’s Rhetorical Strategy

In analyzing the excerpt, it becomes clear that Franklin D. Roosevelt’s primary arguments revolve around
invoking a sense of shared purpose and moral responsibility. His emphasis on unity and the ethical
necessity of defending democratic values aims to mobilize the American people during critical moments in

history.

Roosevelt’s skillful use of inclusive language, emotional appeals, and moral framing made these arguments
resonate deeply, inspiring action and perseverance. Understanding these core arguments not only provides
insight into Roosevelt’s rhetorical genius but also highlights timeless principles of leadership and civic

responsibility.

Whether facing war, economic hardship, or social upheaval, Roosevelt’s message remains a powerful

reminder of the importance of unity and moral resolve in overcoming adversity.
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