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Understanding ratios and money distribution problems is essential in mathematics, especially for students
learning about fractions and proportions. This particular problem involves comparing the amounts of money
held by Siti and Betty, and analyzing how their amounts change after a specific transaction. By exploring this
scenario step-by-step, learners can develop a clear understanding of ratios, fractional operations, and real-
world applications of mathematics.

---

Introduction to Ratios and Money Distribution Problems

Before delving into the specific problem, it’s important to understand the foundational concepts involved:

What Is a Ratio?
- A ratio compares two quantities, showing how many times one value contains or is contained within the
other.
- It is expressed as two numbers separated by a colon, e.g., 2:5.
- Ratios can be simplified or scaled up/down depending on the context.

Understanding Fractions in Real-Life Contexts
- Fractions represent parts of a whole.
- When dealing with money, fractions can describe portions of total amounts.
- Operations like addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division of fractions help in solving problems
involving parts of money.

Money Sharing and Distribution
- Sharing money involves dividing or transferring amounts based on certain fractions.
- Analyzing how these transfers affect the ratio of amounts helps in understanding proportional relationships.

---

Setting Up the Problem

The problem states:

> "Siti Has 2/5 As Much Money As Betty. If Betty Gives 1/2 Of Her Money To Siti What Will Be The Ratio
Of"

To analyze this problem, let's define variables for the amounts of money:

- Let B represent the amount of money Betty initially has.
- Since Siti has 2/5 as much as Betty, Siti's initial amount is S = (2/5) B.



The problem involves a transfer: Betty gives half of her money to Siti. After this transfer, we seek the ratio of
their amounts.

---

Step-by-Step Solution Approach

1. Assign Variables for Initial Amounts
- Betty's initial amount: B
- Siti's initial amount: S = (2/5) B

2. Calculate the Amount Betty Gives to Siti
- Betty gives half of her money: (1/2) B
- This amount: G = (1/2) B

3. Determine New Amounts After the Transfer
- Betty's remaining money after giving away half: B - G = B - (1/2) B = (1/2) B
- Siti's new amount after receiving the transfer: S + G = (2/5) B + (1/2) B

---

Calculating the New Amounts of Siti and Betty

1. Simplify Siti's New Amount
- To add the amounts, find a common denominator for the fractions:
- (2/5) B and (1/2) B
- Common denominator: 10
- Convert:
- (2/5) = (4/10)
- (1/2) = (5/10)
- Sum:
- (4/10) B + (5/10) B = (9/10) B

Result: Siti now has (9/10) B.

2. Betty's Remaining Money
- Betty's remaining after giving half:
- (1/2) B

---



Calculating the Final Ratio of Siti to Betty

Now, the amounts are:
- Siti: (9/10) B
- Betty: (1/2) B

To find the ratio of Siti's money to Betty's money:

Ratio = Siti's Amount : Betty's Amount

Expressed as:

(9/10) B : (1/2) B

Since B appears in both terms, it cancels out:

(9/10) : (1/2)

To compare these ratios, convert them to have a common denominator or directly cross-multiply:

- Convert both to fractions with denominator 10:

(9/10) : (5/10)

- Now, the ratio simplifies to:

(9/10) ÷ (5/10) = (9/10) (10/5) = 9/5

Final Ratio: 9:5

This means Siti has 9 parts for every 5 parts Betty has after the transaction.

---

Interpreting the Result

The final ratio 9:5 indicates that after Betty gives half of her money to Siti, Siti's share becomes significantly
larger relative to Betty's. Specifically:

- Siti's new amount is 1.8 times Betty's amount because 9/5 = 1.8.
- Betty's remaining money is half of her original, reflecting the transfer.

This problem demonstrates how fractional operations and ratios can be applied to real-world situations,
enabling better understanding of proportional relationships and financial reasoning.

---

Practical Applications of Ratio and Fraction Problems

Understanding ratio problems like this has real-world applications such as:

Financial planning and budgeting



Dividing profits or expenses among partners

Sharing resources fairly based on proportions

Analyzing investment returns and distributions

By mastering these concepts, students can approach complex problems involving proportions, fractions, and
ratios with confidence.

---

Summary of Key Points

Ratios compare two quantities and can be simplified or scaled.1.

Fractions are crucial in representing parts of a whole, especially in sharing scenarios.2.

Setting variables helps in organizing and solving word problems systematically.3.

Transferring fractions of amounts impacts the ratios and requires careful calculation.4.

Converting ratios to common denominators simplifies comparison and calculation.5.

The final ratio in this problem is 9:5, indicating Siti's amount is 1.8 times Betty's after the transfer.6.

---

Conclusion

In this problem, understanding how to manipulate fractions and ratios allows us to determine the new
relationship between Siti's and Betty's money after a transfer. By breaking down the problem into manageable
steps—defining variables, calculating transfers, and simplifying ratios—we gain insight into how fractional
sharing affects proportions. These skills are fundamental in mathematics and have valuable applications in
everyday financial decisions and resource management.

---

Additional Practice Questions

To reinforce understanding, consider attempting these related problems:

If Siti initially has 3/4 as much money as Betty, and Betty gives 1/3 of her money to Siti, what is the1.
new ratio of Siti’s to Betty’s money?

Betty has $200, and Siti has 2/5 of Betty’s money. If Siti gives 1/4 of her money to Betty, what is the2.
ratio of their remaining amounts?



A person has $150, and their friend has twice as much. If they share half of their friend’s money equally,3.
what will be the new ratio of their amounts?

Engaging with these problems will further strengthen your understanding of ratios, fractions, and their
applications.

---

Remember: Practice makes perfect when it comes to mastering ratios and fractional operations. Whether in
academics or real life, the ability to analyze and manipulate these concepts is invaluable for financial literacy
and problem-solving skills.

Frequently Asked Questions

If Siti has 2/5 of Betty's money, how can we express Siti's amount in terms
of Betty's?

Siti has (2/5) of Betty's money, so if Betty has B, Siti has (2/5) × B = (2B/5).

What happens to Siti's amount if Betty gives her half of her money?

Betty gives (1/2) of her money, B/2, to Siti. Siti's new amount becomes (2B/5) + (B/2).

How do you find the new ratio of Siti's money to Betty's remaining money
after the gift?

Calculate Siti's new amount and Betty's remaining money, then divide Siti's amount by Betty's remaining amount
to get the ratio.

What is Betty's remaining amount after giving half her money to Siti?

Betty's remaining amount is B - B/2 = B/2.

What is Siti's amount after receiving half of Betty's money?

Siti's amount becomes (2B/5) + (B/2).

Simplify the total amount Siti has after receiving the gift.

Siti's new amount: (2B/5) + (B/2) = (4B/10) + (5B/10) = (9B/10).

What is the ratio of Siti's money to Betty's remaining money after the gift?

Siti's amount is (9B/10), Betty's remaining amount is (B/2). The ratio is (9B/10) : (B/2) = (9B/10) ÷ (B/2) =
(9B/10) × (2/B) = (9/10) × 2 = 18/10 = 9/5.

What is the final simplified ratio of Siti's money to Betty's remaining money



after the gift?

The ratio is 9:5.

Additional Resources
Siti Has 2/5 As Much Money As Betty. If Betty Gives 1/2 Of Her Money To Siti, What Will Be The Ratio? is a
classic problem in algebra and ratio analysis that tests understanding of proportional relationships and basic
arithmetic operations. Such problems are frequently encountered in math examinations, competitive tests, and
real-life financial scenarios where resource sharing and proportionality play crucial roles. In this detailed
guide, we will dissect this problem step-by-step, develop a clear understanding of the concepts involved, and
illustrate the process with logical explanations, examples, and tips for solving similar problems efficiently.

---

Understanding the Problem Statement

Before jumping into calculations, it's essential to carefully interpret what the problem is asking. The key
details are:

- Siti has 2/5 as much money as Betty.
- Betty gives 1/2 of her money to Siti.
- We need to find the ratio of Siti's money to Betty's money after this transaction.

This problem involves two main actions:

1. Establishing the initial amounts of money Siti and Betty have.
2. Analyzing the effect of Betty giving half of her money to Siti.
3. Calculating the new amounts and their ratio.

---

Step 1: Assign Variables to Unknowns

To work systematically, assign variables:

- Let B = Betty's initial amount of money.
- Since Siti has 2/5 as much as Betty, Siti's initial amount is S = (2/5) B.

This variable assignment simplifies calculations and makes the relationships clearer.

---

Step 2: Express Initial Amounts

With the variables:

- Betty's initial amount = B
- Siti's initial amount = (2/5) B

Now, we understand their starting points relative to each other.

---

Step 3: Model the Transaction

Betty gives 1/2 of her money to Siti:



- Betty's amount after giving = B - (1/2)B = (1/2)B
- Siti's amount after receiving = S + (1/2)B = (2/5)B + (1/2)B

Note: Both amounts are expressed in terms of B, making calculations straightforward.

---

Step 4: Calculate the New Amounts

Betty's amount after giving:

\[
B_{new} = \frac{1}{2} B
\]

Siti's amount after receiving:

\[
S_{new} = \frac{2}{5} B + \frac{1}{2} B
\]

To combine these, find a common denominator:

\[
\frac{2}{5} B + \frac{1}{2} B = \left( \frac{2}{5} + \frac{1}{2} \right) B
\]

Calculate the sum inside parentheses:

\[
\frac{2}{5} + \frac{1}{2} = \frac{4}{10} + \frac{5}{10} = \frac{9}{10}
\]

So,

\[
S_{new} = \frac{9}{10} B
\]

---

Step 5: Determine the Final Ratio

The question asks: What will be the ratio of Siti's money to Betty's money after the transaction?

Expressed as:

\[
\text{Ratio} = \frac{S_{new}}{B_{new}} = \frac{\frac{9}{10} B}{\frac{1}{2} B}
\]

Since B appears in numerator and denominator, they cancel out:

\[
\text{Ratio} = \frac{\frac{9}{10}}{\frac{1}{2}} = \frac{9}{10} \times \frac{2}{1} = \frac{9 \times 2}{10}
= \frac{18}{10} = \frac{9}{5}
\]

Therefore, the ratio of Siti's money to Betty's money after the transaction is 9:5.



---

Summarizing the Key Steps

1. Define variables for initial amounts based on the problem statement.
2. Express the amounts after the transaction using algebra.
3. Combine fractions to simplify calculations.
4. Calculate the ratio of the new amounts.
5. Simplify the ratio to its lowest terms.

---

Additional Insights and Tips

1. Using Variables Simplifies Complex Ratios
Assigning variables helps manage unknowns and prevents confusion during multiple operations.

2. Always Convert to a Common Denominator
When adding or subtracting fractions, converting to a common denominator simplifies the process.

3. Cancel Out Common Factors
When calculating ratios, B cancels out, emphasizing the proportional relationships rather than absolute
amounts.

4. Check Your Work
Verify the final ratio makes logical sense—here, the ratio of 9:5 indicates Siti has more than Betty after the
transaction, which aligns with the fact that she received half of Betty's initial amount.

---

Real-Life Applications of Ratio Problems

Problems like this are not just academic exercises—they mirror real-life financial scenarios such as:

- Sharing resources among partners or family members.
- Adjusting budgets after transactions.
- Understanding proportional relationships in investments or savings.

Mastering these problems enhances problem-solving skills and financial literacy.

---

Practice Problems for Reinforcement

To deepen understanding, try solving similar problems:

1. If Siti has 3/4 as much money as Betty, and Betty gives 1/3 of her money to Siti, what is the new ratio of
their amounts?
2. Betty initially has $200, and Siti has 2/5 of Betty's amount. After Betty gives half her money to Siti,
what is their ratio?

---

Conclusion

The problem "Siti has 2/5 as much money as Betty. If Betty gives 1/2 of her money to Siti, what will be the
ratio?" provides a clear example of applying algebraic reasoning to ratio problems. By systematically
assigning variables, modeling transactions, and simplifying calculations, you can confidently analyze similar
problems. The key takeaway is understanding how proportional relationships change through transactions and



how to represent these relationships algebraically. With consistent practice, solving such problems becomes
intuitive, boosting both math skills and financial reasoning.

---

Happy problem-solving!
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