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The "Brasher Doubloon," Which Was Featured In The Plot Of The Raymond Chandler
Novel, The High Window, is one of the most iconic and intriguing symbols in American detective
fiction. Its history, rarity, and cultural significance have made it a focal point in both literature and
numismatics. This gold coin, with its rich backstory and association with Raymond Chandler's classic
novel, continues to captivate collectors, readers, and history enthusiasts alike. In this article, we will
explore the origins of the Brasher Doubloon, its role in Chandler's "The High Window," its
significance in American history, and its enduring legacy in popular culture.

Understanding the Brasher Doubloon

The Origins and History of the Brasher Doubloon

The Brasher Doubloon is a rare and highly prized gold coin minted in the United States during the
late 18th and early 19th centuries. It was first produced in 1787 by Ephraim Brasher, a renowned
goldsmith and engraver based in New York City. The coin is notable for its detailed design, historical
significance, and rarity, making it a coveted item among collectors.

Key points about the Brasher Doubloon:

- Minting Period: 1787-1804

- Design Features: The coin features a distinctive eagle with outstretched wings on the front, and a
unique "EB" (Ephraim Brasher) hallmark on the reverse.

- Types: Several varieties exist, including the doubloon, half-doubloon, and doubloon with different
design details.

- Rarity: Only a limited number of these coins are known to exist today, and their rarity drives up
their value.

The Brasher Doubloon was one of the first gold coins produced for the United States mint and
became a symbol of American monetary independence and craftsmanship.

The Significance of the Brasher Doubloon in Numismatics

As one of the most sought-after American coins, the Brasher Doubloon holds a special place in the
world of coin collecting. Its rarity, historical importance, and intricate design make it a benchmark
for collectors.

- Historical Value: The coin represents the early monetary history of the United States and the



nation’s efforts to establish a stable currency.

- Collectibility: High-quality specimens can fetch millions of dollars at auction, particularly when in
exceptional condition.

- Cultural Impact: The Brasher Doubloon has appeared in various literature, films, and popular
culture, symbolizing wealth and mystery.

The Role of the Brasher Doubloon in Raymond
Chandler's "The High Window"

Overview of Raymond Chandler’s “"The High Window"

Raymond Chandler’s "The High Window," published in 1942, is a classic example of hard-boiled
detective fiction. The novel features the iconic private investigator Philip Marlowe, navigating the
dark underbelly of Los Angeles society. The plot revolves around the theft of a valuable coin and the
subsequent investigation that uncovers layers of deception, greed, and corruption.

The Plot Centered Around the Brasher Doubloon

In "The High Window," the Brasher Doubloon functions as the central plot device—a rare and
priceless coin that many characters are eager to possess or recover. The coin's value and mystique
set off a chain of events that drive the narrative forward.

Key plot points involving the Brasher Doubloon:

- The Theft: The coin is stolen from the home of a wealthy collector, which sparks Marlowe’s
investigation.

- The Reward: The promise of a reward for the return of the coin motivates various characters,
including criminals and con artists.

- The Resolution: The investigation ultimately reveals the coin’s significance and the motives behind
the theft, leading to the uncovering of deeper criminal schemes.

The Symbolism and Literary Significance

The Brasher Doubloon in Chandler’s novel symbolizes more than just monetary value; it embodies
themes of greed, deception, and the elusive nature of truth. Its rarity makes it a coveted object, yet
its true worth is often overshadowed by the moral complexities of the characters involved.

- Symbol of Wealth and Desire: The coin’s high value and rarity make it a symbol of greed and
materialism.

- Catalyst for Conflict: The pursuit of the coin brings characters into conflict and exposes their true
natures.

- Literary Device: Chandler uses the coin as a literary device to explore themes of obsession and



moral ambiguity.

The Cultural and Historical Legacy of the Brasher
Doubloon

Impact on American Numismatics

The Brasher Doubloon’s significance extends beyond Chandler’s novel. It has played a crucial role in
American numismatics and the history of currency.

- Early American Coinage: As one of the first gold coins minted in the U.S., it represents the nascent
nation’s monetary independence.

- Auction Records: The coin has set record prices at auctions, reflecting its desirability among
collectors.

- Numismatic Collections: Major museums and private collectors hold rare specimens, preserving its
legacy.

The Coin in Popular Culture

The Brasher Doubloon’s allure has permeated various aspects of popular culture, including:

- Literature: Referenced in numerous detective stories and historical novels.
- Films: Featured in movies that focus on treasure hunting and historical artifacts.
- Collecting Communities: The coin is a symbol of prestige among numismatists.

How to Identify and Authenticate a Brasher Doubloon

For collectors and enthusiasts, authenticating a Brasher Doubloon is crucial given its high value and
the prevalence of counterfeits.

Key Identification Features:

- Design: Detailed eagle with outstretched wings on the obverse; unique hallmarks on the reverse.
- Hallmarks: The "EB" (Ephraim Brasher) mintmark and other engravings.

- Weight and Dimensions: Typically weighs around 26.6 grams, with precise measurements
depending on the variety.

- Material: 22-karat gold.

Authentication Tips:

- Professional Grading: Seek certification from reputable grading services.
- Historical Documentation: Verify provenance and previous ownership.



- Expert Appraisal: Consult numismatic experts for a hands-on assessment.

Conclusion

The Brasher Doubloon remains one of the most iconic and coveted coins in American history,
blending artistry, history, and cultural symbolism. Its prominent role in Raymond Chandler’s "The
High Window" further cements its place in American literary and cultural legacy. Whether as a piece
of historical monetary innovation or as a literary symbol of greed and mystery, the Brasher Doubloon
continues to fascinate collectors, readers, and historians alike. Its rarity and storied past ensure that
it will remain a treasured artifact and a symbol of American heritage for generations to come.
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of the Brasher Doubloon in Raymond
Chandler's novel 'The High Window'?

In 'The High Window,' the Brasher Doubloon is a valuable and rare gold coin that serves as the
central object of the mystery, motivating the plot and characters' actions.

How does the Brasher Doubloon contribute to the plot
development in 'The High Window'?

The coin's theft and subsequent search drive the story forward, leading private detective Philip
Marlowe to uncover hidden motives, deception, and the criminal underworld.

What is the historical value of the Brasher Doubloon featured
in Chandler's novel?

The Brasher Doubloon is one of the most famous and valuable American gold coins, known for its



rarity and historical significance as a colonial-era minting, which adds to its allure in the story.

Are the details about the Brasher Doubloon in 'The High
Window' accurate to real-world numismatics?

Yes, Raymond Chandler's depiction aligns with the real-world rarity and value of the Brasher
Doubloon, reflecting its status as a prized collectible among numismatists.

Has the Brasher Doubloon appeared in other works of fiction
besides 'The High Window'?

Yes, the Brasher Doubloon has appeared in various books, films, and television shows as a symbol of
wealth and mystery, often representing a valuable or elusive treasure.

Why is the Brasher Doubloon still relevant in modern popular
culture?

The coin's rarity, historical significance, and association with crime stories like Chandler's have
cemented its place as an iconic symbol in American numismatics and detective fiction.

Additional Resources

Brasher Doubloon: An Iconic Symbol of Wealth and Intrigue in Literature and History

Introduction

The Brasher Doubloon is a name that resonates with numismatists, historians, and enthusiasts of
American culture alike. Its reputation as a rare, valuable, and historically significant coin has
cemented its place in numismatic collections and popular lore. Interestingly, the Brasher Doubloon
also gained literary notoriety through its pivotal role in Raymond Chandler’s novel The High
Window, where it serves as a symbol of greed, deception, and the allure of wealth. This article
provides an in-depth exploration of the Brasher Doubloon’s historical significance, its role in The
High Window, and its enduring legacy as a cultural artifact.

The Historical Significance of the Brasher Doubloon
Origins and Design

The Brasher Doubloon originated in the late 18th century, during the infancy of the United States.
First minted in 1787, the coin was produced by Ephraim Brasher, a prominent New York City
goldsmith and silversmith. The coin’s intricate design features a distinctive eagle with outstretched
wings, clutching arrows and an olive branch, symbolizing strength and peace. The obverse often
bears the image of a shiny, detailed doubloon—meaning “double gold”—which was a term used to



denote its value.
The most famous variations include:

- The Double Eagle: The largest denomination, worth two dollars.
- The Half-Double Eagle: Worth one dollar.
- The Doubloon: Worth four doubloons.

The coin’s craftsmanship was exceptional, showcasing Brasher’s skill and artistic sensibility. Its
design incorporated the heraldic eagle, the sunburst, and the distinctive "EB" (Ephraim Brasher)
monogram, making it a collector’s prize even in the early years.

Rarity and Value

The rarity of the Brasher Doubloon skyrocketed over the centuries due to limited mintage, the
passage of time, and collectors’ demand. Today, authentic Brasher Doubloons are among the most
coveted and valuable American coins, with some specimens fetching millions at auction.

Key reasons for the coin’s rarity include:

- Limited official issuance.
- The passage of time leading to loss or destruction.
- Its association with early American independence and statehood.

The most famous specimen is the 1787 New York Doubloon, which is considered one of the rarest
and most valuable American coins.

The Brasher Doubloon in Literature: Raymond Chandler’s The High Window
Context and Plot Significance

Raymond Chandler’s The High Window, published in 1942, is a classic hardboiled detective novel
featuring Philip Marlowe. The plot revolves around Marlowe’s investigation into a stolen rare
coin—a Brasher Doubloon—that holds immense monetary and symbolic value. This coin becomes a
focal point of greed, deception, and moral ambiguity within the narrative.

In the story, the Brasher Doubloon is depicted as a highly desirable artifact, representing not only
wealth but also the dangerous allure of materialism. Its presence acts as a catalyst for the novel's
conflict and illuminates the themes of corruption and human weakness.

The Role of the Coin in the Plot
The Brasher Doubloon serves multiple narrative functions:

- MacGuffin: A classic plot device, the coin drives the story forward as different characters vie for
possession.

- Symbol of Desire: Its rarity and value symbolize greed and the corrupting influence of wealth.

- Catalyst for Violence: The pursuit of the coin leads to betrayal, murder, and moral compromise,
illustrating the destructive pursuit of material riches.



Chandler’s vivid description of the coin’s appearance and significance helps deepen the reader’s
understanding of the characters’ motivations and the novel’s darker themes.

Cultural and Collectible Legacy

The Coin as a Cultural Icon

Beyond its monetary value, the Brasher Doubloon has become a cultural icon representing the
American spirit of independence and craftsmanship. Its image has appeared in various forms of
media, including films, literature, and art, often symbolizing wealth, aspiration, or greed.
Influence on Numismatics

The coin’s rarity and historical importance have made it a staple in American numismatic
collections. It has influenced coin collecting standards and inspired the creation of replicas,
commemorative coins, and scholarly studies.

Collecting and Valuing Brasher Doubloons Today

What Collectors Look For

- Authenticity: Provenance and certification by reputable grading services.

- Condition: Grades range from Good to Mint State, with higher grades fetching more.

- Rarity: Specific mintmarks and variations increase desirability.

- Historical Significance: Provenance linking to notable collections enhances value.

Notable Auctions and Valuations

In recent years, a Brasher Doubloon has sold for over $7 million at auction, reflecting its status as

one of the most valuable American coins. Collectors and investors see such coins as both a symbol of
history and a sound financial asset.

The Significance of the Brasher Doubloon in Modern Culture
Symbol of Americana

The coin embodies a uniquely American story—one of independence, craftsmanship, and aspiration.
Its ongoing presence in popular culture reinforces its status as an emblem of American heritage.

Inspiration for Art and Media

Artists, filmmakers, and writers continue to draw inspiration from the Brasher Doubloon’s mystique,
often portraying it as a symbol of greed, mystery, or redemption.

Conclusion



The Brasher Doubloon is much more than a rare coin; it is a tangible link to America’s early history,
a symbol of craftsmanship, and a literary motif that captures the complexities of human desire. Its
vivid role in Raymond Chandler’s The High Window underscores its enduring appeal as a cultural
artifact that encapsulates themes of greed, deception, and the pursuit of wealth.

Whether viewed through the lens of history, literature, or collecting, the Brasher Doubloon remains
a powerful symbol of America’s rich patrimony and the timeless human fascination with treasure and
worth. As both an artifact of the past and a coveted object of the present, it continues to inspire
admiration, intrigue, and scholarly interest—securely etched into the collective consciousness as an
icon of American heritage.

In summary, the Brasher Doubloon stands as a testament to American craftsmanship, history, and
storytelling—forever linked to the ideals of independence and the darker pursuits of greed. Its
legacy endures, captivating collectors, writers, and history buffs alike, and its story continues to
unfold in the pages of history and literature.
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Related Articles

e The First Step In Testing For Impairment Of Goodwill Is Tocompare The Fair Value Of The
Reporting Unit

e The Function C(x) = X3 15x + 14 Gives The Cost To Manufacture X Unitsof A Product. What Is
The Cost To

e Short Answer Question: What Do The Postganglionic Fibressecrete? (Course: Physiology And
Pharmacology)

Back to Home


https://sip.evo9x.com/ma27/the-brasher-doubloon-which-was-featured-in-the-plot-of-the-raymond-chandler-novel-the-high-window.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma27/the-brasher-doubloon-which-was-featured-in-the-plot-of-the-raymond-chandler-novel-the-high-window.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma27/the-first-step-in-testing-for-impairment-of-goodwill-is-tocompare-the-fair-value-of-the-reporting-unit.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma27/the-first-step-in-testing-for-impairment-of-goodwill-is-tocompare-the-fair-value-of-the-reporting-unit.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma27/the-function-c-x-x3-15x-14-gives-the-cost-to-manufacture-x-unitsof-a-product-what-is-the-cost-to.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma27/the-function-c-x-x3-15x-14-gives-the-cost-to-manufacture-x-unitsof-a-product-what-is-the-cost-to.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma27/short-answer-question-what-do-the-postganglionic-fibressecrete-course-physiology-and-pharmacology.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma27/short-answer-question-what-do-the-postganglionic-fibressecrete-course-physiology-and-pharmacology.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com

