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The Directions On How To Create Which Of The Following Are Found In The
Northwest Ordinance Of 1787?a: Understanding the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 is
essential for grasping the foundational principles that shaped the early United States. This
historic legislation established the process for territories to become states and laid the
groundwork for governance, civil liberties, and expansion in the Northwest Territory. In this
comprehensive guide, we will explore the key directions and provisions of the Northwest
Ordinance of 1787, how it influenced the creation of new states, and why it remains a
crucial document in American history.

Introduction to the Northwest Ordinance of 1787

The Northwest Ordinance of 1787 was a pivotal law passed by the Congress of the
Confederation, the governing body of the United States before the adoption of the
Constitution. Its primary purpose was to organize the settlement and political development
of the Northwest Territory, which included lands northwest of the Ohio River, east of the
Mississippi River, north of the Ohio River, and south of the Great Lakes.

This ordinance was groundbreaking because it established a systematic process for
territories to transition into full-fledged states, ensuring orderly expansion and governance.
It also addressed issues such as civil liberties, education, and the banning of slavery in the
territory, setting important precedents for future states.

Key Directions and Provisions in the Northwest
Ordinance of 1787

Understanding what the Northwest Ordinance directed requires examining its specific
provisions. Here are the major components and directives embedded in the law:

1. Organization of Territory and Governance

The ordinance laid out clear guidelines for governing the Northwest Territory:

- Initial Governance: When a territory reached a population of 5,000 free male inhabitants,
it could elect a territorial legislature.

- Governor and Judges: Before reaching that population milestone, a governor and judges
appointed by Congress supervised the territory.

- Transition to Statehood: Once the population increased to at least 60,000, the territory
could draft a state constitution and apply for admission to the Union.



2. Creation of New States

One of the most significant directions of the ordinance was its detailed process for
territories to become states:

- Forming State Governments: Territories could establish their own governments once they
had enough population.

- Admission Criteria: The territory could apply for statehood once the population was at
least 60,000.

- Equal Footing: New states would have the same rights and sovereignty as the original
states, emphasizing equality among states.

3. Civil Liberties and Rights

The ordinance emphasized the protection of civil liberties and rights:
- Freedom of Religion: It guaranteed religious freedom for settlers.

- Trial by Jury: It protected the right to a fair trial.

- Prohibition of Slavery: Slavery was explicitly prohibited in the Northwest Territory, a
significant step toward abolition.

4. Education and Public Lands

The ordinance underscored the importance of education:

- Public Education System: Land was reserved for public schools, reflecting the value placed
on education.

- Land Surveys: The land was to be surveyed systematically, using the Public Land Survey
System, facilitating organized settlement.

5. Banning of Slavery and the Sale of Lands

The ordinance included provisions to prevent slavery in the territory and regulate land
sales:

- Slavery Prohibition: Slavery was forbidden in the Northwest Territory.
- Land Sales: Lands could be sold to settlers, with proceeds used to fund public schools and
government operations.

Step-by-Step Process to Create States from the
Northwest Territory

The ordinance provided a clear roadmap for territories aspiring to become states. Here are
the essential steps:

1. Settlement and Population Growth: Establish settlements and encourage



population growth among free inhabitants.

2. Establishment of Local Government: When the population reaches 5,000 free
male inhabitants, the territory can organize a local government with an elected
legislature.

3. Applying for Statehood: Once the population hits 60,000, the territory can draft a
state constitution and submit it to Congress for approval.

4. Approval and Admission: Congress reviews the state constitution; if accepted, the
territory is admitted as a new state under the same terms as existing states.

Impacts of the Northwest Ordinance of 1787

The ordinance had profound and lasting effects on the development of the United States:

1. Promoting Organized Expansion

It provided a blueprint for orderly westward expansion, preventing chaos and conflicts over
land claims.

2. Establishing Civil Liberties

By protecting freedoms and banning slavery, it set standards for civil rights that would
influence future legislation.

3. Encouraging Education

The reservation of land for public schools helped promote widespread access to education
in new territories.

4. Facilitating Statehood

The process outlined for territorial growth into states became a model for future expansion,
including the admission of states like Ohio, Indiana, lllinois, and Michigan.

Why the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 Matters
Today

The principles embedded in the Northwest Ordinance continue to influence American
governance. It established the idea that territories could become states on equal footing, a
principle that remains fundamental to U.S. expansion and statehood processes. Its
emphasis on civil liberties, education, and the prohibition of slavery reflected core American



values and helped shape the nation's legal and political landscape.

Conclusion

The Northwest Ordinance of 1787 was more than just a law — it was a visionary framework
for growth, governance, and civil rights. Its directions for creating new states from
territories ensured orderly expansion while safeguarding individual freedoms and
promoting education. The process it established for territorial development and statehood
became a model that guided the United States as it expanded across the continent. Today,
understanding the directives of the Northwest Ordinance helps us appreciate the
foundational principles of American democracy and the orderly growth of the nation.

Summary of the Directions Found in the
Northwest Ordinance of 1787

- Governed territorial organization and transition to statehood

- Set population milestones for self-governance and statehood

- Ensured civil liberties and prohibited slavery in the territory

- Emphasized the importance of education and public lands

- Provided a systematic process for territorial residents to become U.S. states

By following these key directions, the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 helped create the
framework for American expansion, ensuring that new states would be integrated into the
Union with equal rights and protections, shaping the growth of the nation for generations to
come.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the key provisions outlined in the Northwest
Ordinance of 17877

The Northwest Ordinance of 1787 established procedures for governing and settling the
Northwest Territory, including the creation of townships, the process for new statehood,
and protections for civil liberties.

Which processes for territorial governance are
described in the Northwest Ordinance of 1787?
It details the steps for territorial government formation, including the appointment of a

governor, judges, and a secretary until a sufficient population is achieved to apply for
statehood.



How does the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 address the
rights of settlers and Native Americans?

The ordinance guarantees civil liberties and prohibits slavery in the territory, but it does not
recognize Native American land rights, leading to future conflicts.

What are the requirements for a territory to become a
state according to the Northwest Ordinance of 1787?

A territory must reach a population of 60,000 free inhabitants, draft a state constitution,
and gain approval from Congress to be admitted as a state.

Does the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 include
guidelines for the surveying and division of land?

Yes, it establishes a system for surveying the land into townships of 36 square miles,
further divided into sections, to facilitate organized settlement.

What educational policies are established in the
Northwest Ordinance of 1787?

The ordinance emphasizes the importance of education by reserving sections of land within
each township specifically for the support of schools.

How does the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 influence
modern American territorial expansion?

It set a precedent for orderly expansion and governance of new territories, influencing
future policies on westward expansion and statehood admission.

What are some of the fundamental rights and freedoms
protected under the Northwest Ordinance of 1787?

It guarantees freedoms of religion, speech, and the right to a fair trial, laying the
groundwork for civil liberties in new states.

Additional Resources

The Directions On How To Create Which Of The Following Are Found In The Northwest
Ordinance Of 17877

Understanding the Northwest Ordinance of 1787 is essential for anyone interested in
American history, governance, or the development of the United States' territorial
expansion. This pivotal legislation laid the groundwork for the orderly settlement and
political organization of the Northwest Territory, which encompassed present-day Ohio,
Indiana, lllinois, Michigan, Wisconsin, and part of Minnesota. The question "The directions



on how to create which of the following are found in the Northwest Ordinance of 1787?"
prompts us to examine the specific provisions, processes, and rules established by this
historic ordinance concerning territorial governance and the path to statehood.

In this comprehensive guide, we'll explore the key elements of the Northwest Ordinance,
focusing on the directions it provided for creating new states, establishing governance
structures, and promoting civil liberties. By unpacking these components, you'll gain a
detailed understanding of the ordinance's significance and its lasting influence on American
territorial expansion.

Understanding the Context of the Northwest Ordinance of 1787

Before diving into the specifics, it's important to understand the historical context that
prompted the passage of the Northwest Ordinance. After the American Revolution, the
newly independent nation faced the challenge of managing its western lands. The Articles
of Confederation, which served as the first governing document, lacked clear provisions for
territorial governance and statehood processes, leading to potential chaos and conflict.

The Northwest Ordinance was enacted by the Second Continental Congress on July 13,
1787, as a response to these challenges. It established a systematic process for surveying,
governing, and eventually integrating the Northwest Territory into the Union as states. This
legislation also set important precedents regarding civil liberties, education, and the
prohibition of slavery in the territory.

The Core Focus: How Did the Northwest Ordinance Guide the Creation of New States?

The primary question addressed in this guide is: "Which of the following are found in the
Northwest Ordinance of 17877?" Specifically, we are interested in the instructions and
procedures for creating new states from the Northwest Territory.

Key Directions on Creating States in the Northwest Ordinance

The ordinance provided a clear, step-by-step process for transforming a territorial
government into a fully sovereign state. These directions can be summarized as follows:

1. Initial Governance Under a Territorial Governor and Judges

- When the territory was first organized, it was governed by a governor, a secretary, and
judges appointed by Congress.

- This initial structure was intended for the territory to maintain order and facilitate
settlement until it was ready for statehood.

2. Population Milestone for Self-Governance

- Once the population of the territory reached 5,000 free male inhabitants of voting age, the
residents could establish a temporary territorial legislature.

- This legislature could pass local laws and manage internal affairs, but still lacked full
sovereignty.



3. Transition to Statehood at 60,000 Residents

- When the population reached 60,000 free inhabitants, the territory could draft a state
constitution and apply for admission to the Union.

- The statehood process involved submitting a constitution to Congress for approval.

4. Admission Process and Conditions

- Once Congress approved the state constitution, the territory could be admitted as a
sovereign state on equal footing with the original states.

- The ordinance emphasized that new states would not be created from existing states, and
each would have equal rights.

Governance Structures and Civil Liberties in the Northwest Ordinance

In addition to instructions on how to create states, the ordinance delineated important
governance principles and civil liberties, which also serve as directions for creating a just
and orderly society.

Civil Liberties and Rights

- Freedom of Religion and the Press
The ordinance guaranteed freedom of religion and the right to assemble and petition the
government.

- Prohibition of Slavery
A significant direction was the prohibition of slavery in the Northwest Territory, marking a
crucial step toward shaping the nation's stance on slavery.

- Education

The ordinance emphasized the importance of education, stating that proceeds from land
sales should be used to support schools.

Territorial Governance

- Establishment of Civil Government

The ordinance outlined the appointment of a governor, secretary, and judges for the
territory.

- Bill of Rights for Residents

It included provisions protecting the rights of settlers, such as trial by jury and protections
against cruel punishments.

Step-by-Step Guide to Creating States from the Northwest Territory

Based on the ordinance’s provisions, here’s a detailed guide on how the process of creating
a new state from the Northwest Territory was envisioned:

Step 1: Initial Settlement and Governance



- Federal authorities appoint a governor, secretary, and judges to oversee the territory.
- The settlers establish local governments under the supervision of appointed officials.

Step 2: Population Growth and Establishment of a Territorial Legislature

- Once the population reaches 5,000 free male inhabitants, the residents can form a
temporary territorial legislature (a governing body).

- This body manages internal affairs, passes local laws, and prepares for eventual
statehood.

Step 3: Population Reaches 60,000

- When the total population of the territory reaches 60,000, the residents are eligible to
draft a state constitution.

- They hold conventions to create this constitution, which must include provisions for civil
liberties and a republican form of government.

Step 4: Submission and Approval of the State Constitution

- The drafted constitution is submitted to Congress for approval.

- Congress reviews it to ensure it aligns with the principles of the Northwest Ordinance,
including prohibitions on slavery and guarantee of rights.

Step 5: Admission to the Union

- Upon approval by Congress, the territory is admitted as a state with full rights and
sovereignty.

- The new state is granted representation in Congress and can participate fully in federal
governance.

Additional Elements and Legacy of the Northwest Ordinance

The ordinance's influence extended beyond the initial territorial organization and state
creation. It set important standards for future expansion and the incorporation of new
states.

Key Principles and Their Lasting Impact

- Equality of States: No state was to have a prior claim over others; all admitted states held
equal status.

- Prohibition of Slavery: The ordinance’s ban on slavery in the territory was a precursor to
later anti-slavery measures.

- Public Education: The emphasis on education helped establish a strong tradition of public
schooling in the United States.

- Civil Liberties: The protections enshrined in the ordinance influenced later constitutional
rights.

Summary: What Are The Directions Found in the Northwest Ordinance?

To encapsulate, the instructions on how to create states in the Northwest Ordinance of
1787 include:



- Governance Structures: Appointing territorial officials and establishing local government
bodies.

- Population Milestones: Reaching specific population levels (5,000 and 60,000) to advance
governance and statehood.

- Constitution Drafting: Creating and submitting a state constitution for approval.

- Prohibition of Slavery: Ensuring no slavery in the territory.

- Equal Rights: Guaranteeing rights and sovereignty for new states.

- Promotion of Civil Liberties: Protecting individual rights such as freedom of religion, press,
and trial by jury.

Final Thoughts

The Northwest Ordinance of 1787 was a pioneering piece of legislation that provided clear
directions for the orderly creation of states from the western territories, setting a precedent
for westward expansion and federal governance. Its emphasis on civil liberties, education,
and prohibition of slavery reflected Enlightenment ideals and helped shape the moral and
political fabric of the United States.

Understanding these provisions provides valuable insight into how the young nation
managed its growth and integrated new regions into the Union, ensuring stability, fairness,
and adherence to core principles of American democracy.
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