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Introduction

Hamlet, William Shakespeare’s tragic prince, is often scrutinized for his indecision and philosophical

pondering over the act of revenge against his uncle Claudius. Throughout the play, Hamlet grapples

with numerous reasons and justifications for delaying the murder of Claudius, who has committed

murder himself by killing Hamlet’s father and usurping the throne. However, amidst his inner turmoil,

Hamlet also refrains from giving certain reasons for his delay. This article explores the various

explanations Hamlet provides for his hesitation and, crucially, identifies the reasons he explicitly does

NOT give for postponing his revenge.

Hamlet’s Motivations for Delaying the Murder

1. The Moral and Religious Dilemma

One of the most prominent reasons Hamlet discusses for delaying his revenge is his moral and

religious hesitation. Hamlet is deeply troubled by the idea of committing murder, which he perceives as

a grave sin. He fears that killing Claudius might condemn his soul to hell, especially since he considers

the act as murder, which is morally wrong in his religious worldview.



- Religious Convictions: Hamlet is a devout Christian, and he constantly references the afterlife,

heaven, and hell. He fears executing revenge without certainty of divine justice.

- The Ghost’s Authority: Hamlet’s decision to act is initially motivated by the ghost of his father, who

urges him to avenge his murder, prompting Hamlet to consider whether acting upon the ghost’s

command aligns with divine will.

2. The Need for Certainty and Proof

Hamlet demands concrete evidence that Claudius is guilty of murdering King Hamlet. His famous line,

“The play’s the thing wherein I’ll catch the conscience of the king,” reflects his desire for proof before

taking action.

- The Mousetrap Play: Hamlet arranges a play mimicking the murder of his father to observe

Claudius’s reaction. This demonstrates Hamlet’s need for visual proof to verify Claudius’s guilt.

- Hesitation Due to Uncertainty: Hamlet’s cautious nature makes him hesitant to act unless he is

absolutely certain of Claudius’s guilt, thus delaying the murder.

3. The Fear of Consequences

Hamlet is aware that killing Claudius could have unpredictable consequences, including political

upheaval, personal guilt, and divine punishment.

- Political Ramifications: Hamlet fears that murder might destabilize the political order and provoke

retaliation.

- Personal Guilt and Spiritual Consequences: Hamlet worries about the moral implications and whether

he would face spiritual consequences for murder, especially if he is unsure of divine approval.

4. The Need to Properly Avow and Clarify His Intentions

Hamlet often reasons that he must delay to ensure that his actions are justified and that he is acting



out of rightful revenge rather than personal passion or impulse.

- Philosophical Reflection: Hamlet’s introspective nature leads him to deliberate on the morality and

timing of revenge.

- Ensuring Justice: He believes that revenge should be just and deliberate, not impulsive.

What Reasons Does Hamlet NOT Give for Delaying the Murder?

While Hamlet offers several reasons for his hesitation, there are reasons he explicitly does NOT

mention or consider as justifications for delaying the act of murder. Understanding these omissions

clarifies Hamlet’s complex psychology and moral stance.

1. Hamlet Does Not Claim That He Is Too Weak or Cowardly

A common misconception is that Hamlet delays because he is physically or morally weak, or simply

cowardly. However, he explicitly rejects this notion.

- Refutation of Cowardice: Hamlet’s soliloquy in Act 2, Scene 2, “O, what a rogue and peasant slave

am I!” demonstrates his awareness of his own hesitation but also highlights that his delay is not due to

fear or cowardice. Instead, he attributes his inaction to philosophical reflection and moral doubt.

- Hamlet’s Self-Perception: He considers himself capable of action and deeply introspective rather than

lacking courage.

2. Hamlet Does Not Assert That He Needs More Time for Revenge

While Hamlet does delay, he does not justify it by claiming he needs more time to prepare or think

about revenge beyond his philosophical doubts.

- Immediate Urgency: In some scenes, Hamlet expresses a desire to act swiftly, but his internal



debates prevent immediate action.

- Temporal Justifications: He does not argue that the delay is due to a lack of time or readiness; in

fact, he often laments that he has not yet avenged his father.

3. Hamlet Does Not Say That External Circumstances or Events

Prevent Him from Acting

Hamlet does not blame external obstacles such as political unrest, the interference of other characters,

or random chance as reasons for his delay.

- External Factors are Not Cited: Instead, his delay is rooted in internal moral, philosophical, and

emotional conflicts.

- Focus on Internal Morality: This highlights that Hamlet’s indecision is primarily an internal struggle

rather than external circumstance.

4. Hamlet Does Not Justify Delay by Claiming That He Is Waiting for a

Better Time

While Hamlet does sometimes speak about “the right time,” he does not explicitly claim that he is

waiting for a more opportune moment as a reason for his delay.

- Philosophical Over Waiting: His hesitation is more about moral and philosophical doubts than about

waiting for a specific time.

- Lack of External Timing Justification: Unlike some revenge tragedies where characters wait for the

“right moment,” Hamlet’s reasons are more internal.

Summary: The Key Point

The crucial point is that Hamlet explicitly does NOT give the reason that he is waiting due to external



circumstances, physical weakness, or merely a desire for more time. Instead, his delay is primarily

rooted in internal moral, philosophical, and religious considerations. He is deeply concerned with the

morality of murder, divine justice, and the certainty of Claudius’s guilt, which collectively serve as his

primary reasons for postponing revenge.

Conclusion

Hamlet’s complex psychology and philosophical nature make his delay in killing Claudius a focal point

of his character. While he offers numerous reasons for his hesitation—ranging from religious doubts to

the need for certainty—he explicitly does NOT attribute his delay to external obstacles, cowardice, or

waiting for a better opportunity. Recognizing what Hamlet does NOT say is as revealing as

understanding what he does. It underscores his internal conflict, moral integrity, and the tragic nature

of his indecision, which ultimately contribute to the tragic outcome of the play.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

What reason does Hamlet NOT give at any point for delaying the

murder of Claudius?

He does not cite any reason related to uncertainty about Claudius's guilt; instead, his delays are

motivated by moral hesitation, doubts about the afterlife, and his desire for revenge to be justified.



Does Hamlet ever explicitly state that he is delaying the murder

because he doubts Claudius's guilt?

No, Hamlet never explicitly claims that doubt about Claudius's guilt is the reason for his delay; his

reasons are more related to morality, contemplation, and external circumstances.

Is Hamlet ever shown to delay killing Claudius because he believes the

timing is not right?

While Hamlet questions the timing and his own readiness, he does not explicitly state that this is the

reason for his delay; his internal conflict and moral considerations are more central.

Does Hamlet give any reason related to fear or cowardice for not

killing Claudius immediately?

He does not directly cite fear or cowardice; instead, he emphasizes moral considerations, the need for

revenge to be just, and contemplation of the afterlife as reasons for hesitation.

At any point, does Hamlet mention that he is waiting for a sign from

heaven or divine will as a reason for delaying?

Yes, Hamlet contemplates divine justice and sometimes suggests that he is waiting for a clear sign or

divine approval before proceeding with the murder, but this is not consistently emphasized as the sole

reason.

Additional Resources

What Reason Does Hamlet NOT Give (at One Point Or Another) For Delaying The Murder Of

Claudius?



William Shakespeare’s Hamlet remains one of the most studied and debated tragedies in English

literature, renowned for its complex characters and profound philosophical questions. Central to the

play’s plot is Hamlet’s prolonged indecision regarding the murder of King Claudius, whom Hamlet

suspects of murdering his father. While numerous reasons for Hamlet’s delay have been

explored—ranging from moral hesitation, philosophical contemplation, to political considerations—the

question of what reasons Hamlet explicitly does not give for his procrastination is equally intriguing.

This exploration seeks to dissect the reasons Hamlet never articulates as motives for delaying, thereby

shedding light on the underlying psychological and thematic layers of the play.

---

Introduction: The Puzzle of Hamlet’s Hesitation

Hamlet’s delay in avenging his father’s murder is a defining feature of the tragedy. From the ghost’s

revelation to the play’s conclusion, Hamlet oscillates between action and inaction, often providing

reasons for his hesitation. Critics have identified multiple rationales Hamlet offers himself and others,

such as moral scruples, doubts about the ghost’s authenticity, and philosophical reflections on death

and morality. However, what Hamlet never explicitly states as a reason for delaying offers a critical

insight into his character and the play’s thematic fabric.

---

Notably Absent: The Reasons Hamlet Does NOT Claim for His Delay

1. He Does Not Argue That Revenge Is Unjust or Morally Wrong

One might assume that Hamlet’s delay is rooted in moral or ethical objections to revenge—yet, he

explicitly rejects this idea at various points. Hamlet perceives revenge as a moral obligation, even if

complicated by ethical concerns. For example:

- Hamlet’s comments on revenge as a “noble and right” duty (Act 4, Scene 4): “O, from this time



forth, my thoughts be bloody, or be nothing worth!”

- Philosophical musings on morality: Hamlet contemplates the moral implications of killing Claudius, but

he does not deny the justice of revenge itself; rather, he debates when and how to act.

Therefore, Hamlet does not give moral or ethical objections to revenge as a reason for his delay.

Instead, he seems to accept revenge as a duty, implying that his hesitation is rooted elsewhere.

---

2. He Does Not Claim That He Lacks Evidence or Certainty of Claudius’s Guilt

While Hamlet’s doubts about the ghost’s honesty and the true nature of the crime often influence his

hesitation, he rarely states outright that he delays because he lacks sufficient evidence.

- The play within a play ("The Mousetrap") serves as a means to confirm Claudius’s guilt, but Hamlet

does not explicitly say he’s waiting for more evidence to act.

- He admits to himself that he has a “badly borne” suspicion but does not claim that this suspicion

alone is inadequate.

In essence, Hamlet’s delay isn’t justified by a lack of proof; it’s more nuanced, involving internal moral

and philosophical struggles.

---

3. He Does Not Say That Fear or Cowardice Is the Main Cause for His Inaction

While some critics interpret Hamlet’s hesitation as a form of cowardice, he never explicitly states that

fear of death, physical harm, or personal cowardice is his reason for delaying.



- In fact, Hamlet’s soliloquies often reveal a willingness to confront death (“To be, or not to be”),

indicating philosophical acceptance of mortality.

- The famous “O, what a rogue and peasant slave am I!” soliloquy (Act 2, Scene 2) reveals frustration

with his own inaction, but not a confession that fear is his primary obstacle.

Thus, Hamlet does not explicitly claim that fear prevents him from killing Claudius. His inaction seems

rooted in other complexities.

---

4. He Does Not Claim That External Circumstances or Political Factors Prevent His Action

Hamlet’s internal conflicts are the focus of the play, yet he does not argue that political instability, risk

to himself or others, or external obstacles are reasons for his delay.

- Even when contemplating the political fallout or the danger to himself, Hamlet’s reflections are more

philosophical than pragmatic. He never asserts that external dangers are the reason for his

procrastination.

---

Deep Dive: Why These Reasons Are Not Presented

The absence of these reasons in Hamlet’s discourse is as revealing as the reasons he does give. It

underscores the play’s exploration of internal moral conflict, philosophical doubt, and psychological

complexity.

1. Moral and Ethical Acceptance of Revenge

Hamlet’s internal conflict is not about whether revenge is right but about how and when to execute it



properly. His reluctance does not stem from a moral rejection but from the need for moral

righteousness in his act.

2. Suspicion and Certainty Are Not Mutually Exclusive

Hamlet’s doubts about Claudius’s guilt are genuine but not decisive enough to halt action entirely. His

delay is more about weighing the implications and ensuring the act aligns with his sense of justice

rather than a lack of evidence.

3. Fear Is Not Hamlet’s Primary Concern

Throughout the play, Hamlet demonstrates a philosophical acceptance of death, which diminishes the

likelihood that fear is the main barrier. Instead, his hesitation seems rooted in an internal struggle with

morality and the nature of action itself.

4. External Factors Are Not Central

While external threats exist, Hamlet perceives his delay primarily as an internal moral and

philosophical issue. The play emphasizes internal conflicts over external circumstances.

---

Thematic Significance of What Hamlet Does Not Say

The reasons Hamlet omits are crucial for understanding the play’s deeper themes:

- The complexity of moral action: Hamlet’s silence about external obstacles highlights that moral

dilemmas often stem from internal conflicts rather than external realities.

- Philosophical reflections on action and inaction: Hamlet’s introspective nature leads him to focus on

internal doubts—about morality, death, and justice—rather than external impediments.



- Psychological depth: The absence of claims about fear or external obstacles emphasizes Hamlet’s

internal paralysis, rooted in existential and philosophical uncertainty.

---

Conclusion: The Silence Speaks Volumes

In summary, William Shakespeare’s Hamlet does not feature the protagonist explicitly claiming that

external circumstances, moral objections, lack of evidence, or fear are the reasons for his delay.

Instead, Hamlet’s indecision is driven by complex internal factors—his moral reflection, philosophical

doubts, and psychological struggles.

This silence—what Hamlet does not say—serves as a powerful narrative device, illustrating that his

inaction is not due to a simple or external obstacle but stems from profound internal conflicts. It invites

audiences and readers to consider the nature of action, morality, and the human condition—core

themes that continue to resonate centuries after the play’s debut.

By understanding what reasons Hamlet refuses to give, we gain a richer appreciation of the play’s

exploration of internal moral complexity and the tragic consequences of internal conflict. Hamlet’s

silence, in this context, becomes as revealing as his words, offering enduring insights into the human

psyche.
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