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13) ________ Is Watercolor That Has Been Made Opaque By Adding Inert White Pigment To
It.A) EncausticB) is a fascinating topic within the realm of watercolor painting techniques. Although
the description hints at a specific method or style of watercolor, it also opens the door to
understanding various ways artists modify and adapt watercolor to achieve different visual effects. In
this article, we will explore what this technique entails, its historical background, applications, and
how it differs from other watercolor methods.

Understanding Opaque Watercolors: The Role of Inert
White Pigments

What Is Opaque Watercolor?
Opaque watercolor, often referred to as "gouache," is a painting medium that combines traditional
watercolor pigments with inert white pigments such as chalk, titanium dioxide, or zinc oxide. Unlike
traditional transparent watercolors, opaque watercolors are designed to conceal underlying layers,
allowing artists to create solid, vibrant areas of color, corrections, or highlights.

The Function of Inert White Pigments
Inert white pigments serve several purposes in watercolor:

Opacity: They make the paint less transparent, allowing for more coverage and an even, matte
finish.

Brightness: White pigments can enhance the vibrancy of the underlying colors.

Correction and Overpainting: They enable artists to modify or correct previous layers
without muddying the colors.

Differences Between Traditional Watercolor and Opaque
Variants
While traditional watercolors are prized for their translucency and luminous qualities, opaque
watercolors are valued for their ability to produce bold, solid areas of color, akin to gouache or
tempera. The key difference lies in the addition of white pigment, which alters the transparency and



texture of the paint.

Historical Background of Opaque Watercolors

Origins of Gouache and Opaque Watercolors
Gouache, a term derived from the Italian word "guazzo," meaning "watered-down paint," has been
used since ancient times. Artists in Egypt, Persia, and Medieval Europe employed opaque watercolors
for their ability to produce detailed, vibrant images on various surfaces. Historically, the addition of
white pigments made watercolor more versatile, allowing for corrections and highlights.

Evolution Through the Ages
Over centuries, the formulation of opaque watercolors evolved with advances in pigment technology.
The 19th and 20th centuries saw the development of high-quality gouache that remains popular
among illustrators, designers, and fine artists today.

Techniques and Applications of Opaque Watercolor

Uses in Art and Design
Opaque watercolor is used in diverse artistic contexts:

Illustration and Graphic Design: Its ability to produce bold, flat colors makes it ideal for
commercial art.

Fine Art Painting: Artists employ opaque watercolor for detailed work, corrections, and
creating matte, vibrant backgrounds.

Mixed Media: Combining opaque watercolor with other mediums like ink, pencil, or pastel
allows for complex compositions.

Techniques for Working with Opaque Watercolors
Mastering opaque watercolor involves understanding its unique properties:

Layering: Opaque paints can be layered to build depth and richness.1.

Dry Brush: Using a dry brush technique accentuates texture and highlights.2.



Overpainting: Artists can paint over previous layers to correct or add details without3.
disturbing underlying colors.

Highlights and Corrections: White pigment can be used to add highlights or correct4.
mistakes, a feature not easily achieved with transparent watercolors.

Differences Between Encaustic and Opaque Watercolor

What Is Encaustic?
Encaustic is a painting technique involving heated beeswax mixed with pigments. It creates a
textured, durable surface with a luminous quality. The term "encaustic" is not directly related to
opaque watercolor but is often compared due to its unique properties.

Clarifying the Confusion
In the original question, the option "A) Encaustic" is provided, but the description—watercolor made
opaque by adding inert white pigment—is more aligned with gouache or opaque watercolor
techniques rather than encaustic. Encaustic involves wax, not water-based pigments, and is
inherently opaque due to the nature of wax.

Summary: The Significance of Opaque Watercolor in
Artistic Practice

Opaque watercolors, or gouache, offer a versatile medium that bridges the gap between transparent
watercolor and more opaque mediums like acrylic or oil. Its ability to be corrected, layered, and
produce vivid, matte finishes makes it an essential tool for artists seeking control over their color
application. Understanding the role of inert white pigments enhances an artist's ability to manipulate
the medium to achieve desired effects.

Benefits of Using Opaque Watercolor

Enhanced control over color and composition

Ability to correct mistakes easily

Vivid, matte finishes suitable for illustrations and design work

Compatibility with mixed media techniques



Choosing the Right Medium
When deciding between traditional transparent watercolor and opaque watercolor, consider the
project's requirements:

For luminous, layered effects: traditional watercolor

For bold, solid colors and corrections: gouache or opaque watercolor

Conclusion
While the question initially presents "A) Encaustic" as the answer, the description of watercolors made
opaque by adding inert white pigment aligns more accurately with gouache or opaque watercolor
techniques. These methods have a rich history and a wide range of applications, offering artists the
ability to craft vibrant, corrected, and detailed works. Whether in illustration, fine art, or mixed media,
understanding how to utilize opaque watercolors expands an artist's toolkit and opens up new
creative possibilities.

Keywords for SEO Optimization: opaque watercolor, gouache, white pigment, watercolor techniques,
artist medium, mixed media, vibrant colors, correction in watercolor, matte finish, watercolor history,
art techniques

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the term for watercolor that has been made opaque
by adding inert white pigment?
The term is 'Gouache,' which is watercolor modified to be opaque by adding inert white pigment.

Which type of watercolor is created by adding inert white
pigment to make it opaque?
Gouache watercolor is created by adding inert white pigment to make it opaque.

Is 'Encaustic' a type of opaque watercolor?
No, 'Encaustic' is an ancient painting technique involving heated wax, not a type of watercolor.

What distinguishes gouache from traditional transparent
watercolor?
Gouache contains inert white pigment, making it opaque, whereas traditional watercolor is
transparent.



Can 'Encaustic' be considered an opaque watercolor?
No, 'Encaustic' is a separate painting technique involving wax, not a form of opaque watercolor.

Additional Resources
Opaque Watercolor: A Deep Dive into Its Unique Characteristics and Artistic Applications

---

Introduction

Watercolor painting is renowned for its delicate translucency and luminous quality, capturing light and
transparency with unrivaled finesse. However, within the diverse spectrum of watercolor mediums,
there exists a particular variant known for its distinctive opacity—Opaque Watercolor. This medium is
created by adding inert white pigments to traditional watercolor paint, transforming its transparency
into a more solid, opaque consistency.

In this article, we explore opaque watercolor as a specialized artistic medium, examining its
composition, history, techniques, and practical applications. We will clarify why artists might choose
opaque watercolor over traditional transparent variants, and how this medium expands creative
possibilities in the realm of watercolor painting.

---

What is Opaque Watercolor?

Opaque watercolor is a type of watercolor paint that contains inert white pigments, such as titanium
white or zinc white, which make the paint non-transparent or less transparent. Unlike traditional
transparent watercolors, opaque watercolors can cover underlying layers completely, allowing artists
to work with a different set of techniques and styles.

Key Characteristics of Opaque Watercolor:
- High opacity: Capable of covering previous layers or paper textures completely.
- Creamy consistency: Often thicker than standard watercolor paints.
- Ease of correction: Mistakes can be masked or corrected more easily.
- Vivid color: When applied over dark or complex backgrounds, colors remain vibrant.

---

The Composition and Manufacturing of Opaque Watercolor

Inert White Pigments

The defining feature of opaque watercolor is the addition of inert white pigments. These pigments are
chemically stable, do not react or dissolve significantly in water, and are chosen for their high
covering power and lightfastness.

Common White Pigments Used:
- Titanium White (TiO₂): The most popular inert white pigment in modern opaque watercolors, known



for its brightness and durability.
- Zinc White (ZnO): Less opaque than titanium white but offers a softer appearance and better
blending qualities.
- Lithopone: A less common white pigment, offering good opacity and lower cost.

Manufacturing Process

Manufacturers blend these white pigments with traditional watercolor pigments and binders (usually
gum arabic) to produce a creamy, opaque paint. The process involves:
- Dispersing the white pigment evenly to prevent clumping.
- Mixing with watercolor pigments to achieve the desired hue and opacity.
- Packaging in tubes or pans for ease of use.

This process results in a paint that retains the color vibrancy of traditional watercolors but with a
significantly increased opacity.

---

Historical Context and Development

Origins

Opaque watercolors have roots in the traditional practices of watercolor painting but became more
prominent with the advent of modern white pigments like titanium white in the 20th century. Artists
and manufacturers recognized the need for a medium that could address issues like correction and
layering in watercolor painting.

Evolution

- Pre-20th Century: Use of opaque watercolor was limited, often achieved by adding white gouache or
opaque mediums on top of transparent watercolors.
- 20th Century: Introduction of titanium white led to commercially produced opaque watercolors,
offering artists more control and versatility.
- Contemporary Use: Today, opaque watercolor is a specialized medium appreciated for its ability to
produce bold, layered, and correction-friendly works.

---

Techniques and Artistic Applications

Opaque watercolor opens up a range of artistic possibilities that differ from traditional transparent
watercolor techniques.

Covering and Correcting

One of the most significant advantages of opaque watercolor is its ability to cover previous layers
completely. Artists can:
- Mask mistakes without scrubbing or lifting paint.
- Paint over dark backgrounds or complex textures.
- Create solid areas of color that would be difficult with transparent watercolor.



Layering and Glazing

While transparent watercolors rely on multiple thin glazes to build depth, opaque watercolors can be
layered more thickly, allowing for:
- Bold, solid color blocks.
- Rich textures and impasto effects.
- Reduced need for multiple glazing layers.

Mixing and Color Brightness

Opaque watercolor retains the vibrancy of colors when layered over darker tones. Artists can:
- Mix opaque white with colors to produce pastel or muted shades.
- Use white to lighten hues without sacrificing opacity.
- Achieve striking contrasts that are difficult with transparent watercolors.

Techniques Specific to Opaque Watercolor

- Dry Brush: Creating textured effects by applying a thick, opaque paint with minimal water.
- Masking: Using opaque white paint as a mask to preserve whites or highlights.
- Scraping and Lifting: Removing or lightening opaque areas with scraping tools for varied textures.

---

Advantages and Limitations

Advantages

- Versatility: Functions well as both watercolor and gouache.
- Correction-friendly: Easier to fix mistakes.
- Bold Effects: Suitable for graphic, illustrative, and design work.
- Layering: Can build up solid, opaque layers over complex backgrounds.

Limitations

- Loss of Luminosity: Opaque white pigments tend to dull the luminous effect typical of transparent
watercolors.
- Less Transparency: Not ideal for techniques that depend on translucency.
- Potential for Overuse: Excessive application can lead to a muddy appearance.
- Drying Time: Thicker applications may take longer to dry.

---

Practical Tips for Artists Using Opaque Watercolor

- Use with a light touch: Opaque watercolor can be heavy if over-applied.
- Experiment with layering: Build up colors gradually to avoid muddying.
- Combine with transparent watercolors: Use transparency where luminosity is desired, reserving
opaque white for corrections and bold areas.
- Use appropriate brushes: Flat and round brushes work well; thicker brushes are suitable for bold
opaque strokes.
- Preserve white highlights: Use masking or reserve white paper when necessary.



---

Comparison with Similar Mediums

| Aspect | Opaque Watercolor | Gouache | Traditional Watercolor |
|---------|-------------------|----------|----------------------|
| Transparency | Opaque | Opaque | Transparent |
| Composition | White pigment added | White pigment added | No white added (transparent) |
| Finish | Matte, solid | Matte, thick | Luminous, transparent |
| Best Uses | Covering mistakes, bold blocks | Illustration, design, poster work | Fine art, subtle washes
|
| Layering | Thick, solid layers | Thick, uniform layers | Thin, transparent glazes |

---

Conclusion

Opaque watercolor stands out as a versatile and practical medium that bridges the gap between
traditional watercolor and gouache. By incorporating inert white pigments, artists gain the ability to
achieve bold, opaque effects, correct errors easily, and layer colors with confidence. While it may lack
the luminous transparency of classic watercolors, its strength lies in its capacity to produce solid,
vibrant compositions and to facilitate techniques that require coverage and correction.

Whether used for illustrative work, design, or experimental art, opaque watercolor expands the
artist’s toolkit, offering a distinct blend of watercolor’s fluidity and gouache’s opacity. As the medium
continues to evolve with new pigments and formulations, it remains a valuable choice for artists
seeking control, versatility, and bold expression in their watercolor endeavors.

---

In summary: Opaque watercolor, made by adding inert white pigments such as titanium white, is an
innovative variant of traditional watercolor that offers unique advantages—most notably, its ability to
cover underlying layers completely. This medium empowers artists to explore new techniques, correct
mistakes effortlessly, and create visually impactful works that blend the transparency of watercolor
with the solidity of gouache.
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