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20 Pts.+brainliest Which Of The Sentences Below Is NOT A Split InfinitiveA. We Had To
Quickly Go To The is a common question that highlights the nuances of English grammar,
particularly the concept of split infinitives. Many students and language enthusiasts often grapple
with understanding what constitutes a split infinitive versus a correctly structured infinitive. This
article explores the intricacies of split infinitives, how to identify sentences that contain them, and
how to recognize sentences that do not. Whether you're preparing for a grammar quiz, aiming to
improve your writing, or just fascinated by the quirks of English syntax, this comprehensive guide will
provide valuable insights into mastering the art of infinitives.

Understanding Infinitives in English Grammar

What Is an Infinitive?

An infinitive is the base form of a verb, usually preceded by the word "to." Examples include:
- to run

- to eat

- to understand

-togo

Infinitives are versatile and can function as nouns, adjectives, or adverbs within sentences.

Common Uses of Infinitives

- To express purpose: She went to study.

- As the subject of a sentence: To read is to expand your mind.
- As the object of a verb: He wants to learn.

- To modify nouns: He has a plan to succeed.

What Is a Split Infinitive?



Definition and Explanation

A split infinitive occurs when an adverb or other word is inserted between "to" and the verb in an
infinitive. For example:

- To quickly go

- To boldly go

- To carefully analyze

The classic example often cited is from Star Trek: "to boldly go where no man has gone before." Here,
"boldly" splits the infinitive "to go."

Historical Context and Controversy

Split infinitives have been a point of debate among grammarians for centuries. Traditionally,
prescriptive grammar rules frowned upon splitting infinitives, insisting that "to" and the verb should
remain together. However, modern linguistics recognizes that split infinitives can sometimes improve
clarity or emphasis, and their usage is widely accepted in contemporary English.

How to Identify a Split Infinitive

Key Indicators

- Look for the word "to" followed immediately by a verb (the infinitive).
- Check if there is an adverb or other word interrupting "to" and the verb.

Examples of Split Infinitives

- To effectively communicate
- To completely understand
- To quickly finish

Examples of Non-Split Infinitives

- To communicate effectively
- To understand completely
- To finish quickly

Analyzing the Sentence: Which Is NOT a Split Infinitive?



The Sentence in Question
The sentence provided is: "20 Pts.+brainliest Which Of The Sentences Below Is NOT A Split
InfinitiveA. We Had To Quickly Go To The"

While this fragment appears incomplete, it hints at a question asking students to identify a sentence
that does not contain a split infinitive among options provided.

Key Factors to Consider

- The placement of adverbs relative to "to" and the verb.
- Whether "to" and the verb are directly adjacent or separated by other words.
- The grammatical correctness and clarity of the sentence.

Common Examples and Non-Examples of Split
Infinitives

Examples of Split Infinitives

- She decided to slowly walk home.
- They want to clearly understand the instructions.
- He plans to immediately respond.

Examples of Non-Split Infinitives

- She decided to walk slowly home.
- They want to understand clearly the instructions.
- He plans to respond immediately.

Why Do Some Writers Avoid Split Infinitives?

Historical Prescriptive Grammar Rules

- Traditionally, grammarians believed splitting the infinitive was incorrect.
- The rule aimed for "to" and the verb to stay together for clarity and correctness.



Modern Acceptability

- Contemporary linguists and writers recognize that splitting infinitives can enhance readability.
- Many style guides, including The Chicago Manual of Style and AP Stylebook, accept split infinitives
when used appropriately.

Strategies to Avoid or Use Split Infinitives Correctly

To Avoid Split Infinitives

- Rephrase the sentence so the adverb or modifying word comes after the infinitive.
- Examples:

- Original: She decided to quickly finish her homework.

- Rephrased: She decided to finish her homework quickly.

When to Use Split Infinitives

- When splitting the infinitive improves clarity or emphasis.

- When the sentence flows better with the split.

- Example:

- He decided to boldly go where no man has gone before. (More impactful than "to go boldly.")

Practical Tips for Identifying and Correcting Split
Infinitives

1. Read the sentence carefully and identify "to" plus the verb.
2. Check if an adverb or other word splits "to" and the verb.

3. If unsure, consider rephrasing for clarity or stylistic preference.

Conclusion

Understanding the difference between split and non-split infinitives is essential for clear and
grammatically correct writing. The sentence fragment "20 Pts.+brainliest Which Of The Sentences



Below Is NOT A Split InfinitiveA. We Had To Quickly Go To The" emphasizes the importance of
recognizing whether adverbs are appropriately placed within infinitives. While traditional rules once
discouraged splitting infinitives, modern usage accepts them when they serve clarity or emphasis.
The key to mastering this aspect of English grammar lies in careful sentence analysis and awareness
of stylistic choices.

Summary of Key Points

e An infinitive consists of "to" + base verb.

¢ A split infinitive occurs when an adverb interrupts "to" and the verb.

e Modern grammar generally accepts split infinitives when used for clarity or emphasis.
e To identify split infinitives, look for words inserted between "to" and the verb.

e Rephrasing can often eliminate split infinitives if desired.

FAQs About Split Infinitives

Is it grammatically incorrect to split an infinitive?

- Traditionally, yes, but modern grammar accepts split infinitives when they improve clarity.

Can you give an example of a sentence that contains a split
infinitive?
- Sure: "She decided to quickly finish her project." (Splitted by "quickly.")

How do | know if a sentence is NOT a split infinitive?

- If "to" and the verb are directly adjacent without any words in between, it is not a split infinitive. For
example, "She wants to understand."



Final Thoughts

Mastering the concept of split infinitives is crucial for anyone looking to refine their English grammar
skills. Recognizing whether a sentence contains a split infinitive helps in editing, revising, and
understanding the nuances of sentence structure. Remember, the ultimate goal is clarity and
effective communication. Whether you choose to avoid split infinitives or use them intentionally,
understanding their placement and function will make your writing more precise and polished.

Now, revisit the original question: Which of the sentences below is NOT a split infinitive? Carefully
analyze the options provided, focusing on the positioning of adverbs relative to "to" and the verb, to
make an informed choice.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a split infinitive?

A split infinitive occurs when a word, often an adverb, is placed between 'to' and the base form of the
verb, such as in 'to quickly go'.

Which sentence contains a split infinitive?

The sentence 'We Had To Quickly Go To The' contains a split infinitive because of 'to quickly go'.

How can you identify a non-split infinitive in a sentence?

A non-split infinitive keeps the 'to' and the verb together without any words in between, such as 'We
had to go quickly' instead of 'to quickly go'.

Why are split infinitives often considered incorrect in formal
English?

Split infinitives are traditionally viewed as grammatically incorrect because they can disrupt the
clarity and flow of a sentence, though modern usage often accepts them.

Which of the following is NOT a split infinitive?

'We had to go quickly' is not a split infinitive because 'to go' is kept intact without splitting.

Can splitting an infinitive sometimes improve sentence
clarity?

Yes, in some cases, splitting an infinitive can make the sentence clearer or more natural, especially
when placing an adverb before the verb enhances meaning.



What is the correct way to avoid a split infinitive in the given
example?

Rearrange the sentence to: 'We had to go quickly' to avoid splitting the infinitive 'to go'.

Additional Resources

20 Pts.+brainliest Which Of The Sentences Below Is NOT A Split Infinitive — this phrase often appears
in grammar quizzes, online language forums, or educational competitions. Such questions aim to test
your understanding of English syntax, particularly the concept of split infinitives. While many
language learners and writers have debated the acceptability of split infinitives over the centuries,
mastering how to identify and correct them remains a vital part of honing your grammatical skills. In
this comprehensive guide, we will explore what split infinitives are, how to recognize them, and
analyze various sentences to determine which one is NOT a split infinitive, ultimately helping you
improve your grammatical accuracy and confidence.

Understanding the Concept of Split Infinitives

What Is an Infinitive?

An infinitive in English is the base form of a verb, often preceded by the particle "to." Examples
include "to go," "to see," "to run," and "to eat." Infinitives serve various functions in sentences, such
as expressing purpose, intention, or action.

What Is a Split Infinitive?

A split infinitive occurs when an adverb or other word is inserted between "to" and the verb. For
example:

- Correct: | want to quickly finish the project.
- Split: I want to quickly finish the project.

Historically, split infinitives were considered a grammatical mistake, especially in formal writing,

because Latin infinitives are single words and do not split. However, in modern English, split infinitives
are widely accepted, especially when splitting the infinitive improves clarity or emphasis.

Why Are Split Infinitives Controversial?

Historical Perspective

In the 19th and early 20th centuries, prescriptive grammar rules emphasized avoiding split infinitives,
influenced by Latin grammar. Writers and editors often corrected sentences like "to boldly go" to

"boldly to go," viewing the split as incorrect.

Modern Viewpoint



Contemporary linguists and grammarians recognize that splitting infinitives can sometimes make
sentences more natural and expressive. Many style guides, including The Chicago Manual of Style and
The Associated Press Stylebook, accept split infinitives, especially when they enhance clarity or
emphasis.

When to Avoid or Use Them

- Avoid: When the split infinitive causes ambiguity or awkwardness.
- Use: When splitting the infinitive clarifies meaning or improves the sentence’s flow.

How to Recognize a Split Infinitive
Basic Identification

- Look for the phrase "to" followed by a verb.
- Check if there is an adverb or other word inserted between "to" and the verb.

Examples

- To easily understand the concept — Split infinitive.
- To understand the concept — Not a split infinitive.
- To quickly finish — Split infinitive.

- To finish quickly — Not a split infinitive.

Common Adverbs That Usually Split Infinitives

- Quickly

- Carefully

- Easily

- Certainly

- Honestly

- Completely

Analyzing Sample Sentences

Now, let's analyze some example sentences to determine which one is not a split infinitive. The key is
to examine whether "to" is directly attached to the verb or if an adverb or other word interrupts the
connection.

Example Sentences

1. We had to quickly go to the store.

2. We had to go quickly to the store.

3. She wants to carefully review the document.
4. He decided to thoroughly explain the issue.
5. They need to immediately start the project.



Detailed Breakdown of Each Sentence

Sentence 1: We had to quickly go to the store.

- Infinitive phrase: "to go"

- Insertion of "quickly" between "to" and "go"

- Conclusion: This is a split infinitive because "quickly" interrupts "to" and "go."

Sentence 2: We had to go quickly to the store.

- Infinitive phrase: "to go"

- "Quickly" comes after "go," not between "to" and "go."

- Conclusion: Not a split infinitive. The adverb modifies "go" but does not split the infinitive.
Sentence 3: She wants to carefully review the document.

- Infinitive: "to review"

- "Carefully" appears after "to," but the placement suggests it modifies "review" without splitting the
infinitive.

- Conclusion: Not a split infinitive. The infinitive "to review" remains intact, with "carefully" describing
the manner of reviewing.

Sentence 4: He decided to thoroughly explain the issue.

- Infinitive: "to explain”

- "Thoroughly" appears after "to," modifying "explain."

- Conclusion: Not a split infinitive. The phrase "to explain® is unbroken.

Sentence 5: They need to immediately start the project.

- Infinitive: "to start"

- "Immediately" appears after "to," modifying "start."
- Conclusion: Not a split infinitive.

Summary of Which Sentence Is NOT a Split Infinitive

Based on the analysis, sentences 2, 3, 4, and 5 are not split infinitives because the adverbs do not
interrupt the "to" + verb structure. Sentence 1, however, is a split infinitive, as "quickly" separates
Iltoll and "gO."

Therefore, the sentence that is NOT a split infinitive is:

> We had to go quickly to the store.

Tips for Identifying and Correcting Split Infinitives



When to Keep Them

- When splitting the infinitive clarifies meaning.
- When it improves sentence flow or emphasis.
- When traditional rules are relaxed for stylistic reasons.

When to Correct Them

- When the split causes ambiguity.
- When adhering to formal or traditional grammatical standards.
- When editing for strict academic or professional writing.

How to Correct Split Infinitives

- Move the adverb before "to": We had to quickly go to the store.
- Rearrange the sentence for clarity: We quickly had to go to the store.

Practice Exercises
Below are some sentences for you to analyze. ldentify whether each is a split infinitive or not.

1. She decided to carefully study the map.

2. They plan to completely understand the project.
3. I want to immediately solve the problem.

4. We need to quickly finish the assignment.

5. He hopes to clearly explain the procedure.

Answers:

1. Not split
2. Not split
3. Not split
4. Split (because "quickly" splits "to" and "finish")
5. Not split

Final Thoughts

20 Pts.+brainliest Which Of The Sentences Below Is NOT A Split Infinitive is a common question that
tests your grasp of English syntax. Recognizing split infinitives helps you write more clearly and
adhere to stylistic guidelines suited to your audience. Remember, while traditional rules discouraged
split infinitives, modern usage often accepts them, especially when they enhance readability or
emphasis. By understanding the structure of infinitives and practicing analysis, you can confidently
identify and correct split infinitives, elevating your grammatical proficiency.
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Whether for exams, writing, or just improving your grammar, mastering the identification of split
infinitives is a valuable skill that will serve you well across all forms of English communication!
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