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Understanding the volume of a rectangular prism is a fundamental aspect of geometry, essential for students,
educators, and professionals working with three-dimensional objects. In this article, we will explore how to
compute the volume of a rectangular prism with specific dimensions—5 centimeters by 9.5 centimeters by 17.2
centimeters—and discuss related concepts to deepen your understanding of volume calculations.

What Is a Rectangular Prism?

A rectangular prism, also known as a cuboid, is a three-dimensional shape with six rectangular faces. All
angles in a rectangular prism are right angles, and opposite faces are equal in dimensions. This shape is common in
everyday objects such as boxes, bricks, and storage containers.

Key Dimensions of a Rectangular Prism

To find the volume of a rectangular prism, you need its three dimensions:

- Length (l)
- Width (w)
- Height (h)

In our case:

- Length = 5 cm
- Width = 9.5 cm
- Height = 17.2 cm

Understanding these measurements is crucial because the volume calculation relies on multiplying these three
dimensions together.

Calculating the Volume of a Rectangular Prism

The formula for calculating the volume (V) of a rectangular prism is straightforward:

Volume Formula
\[ V = l \times w \times h \]

Where:
- \( l \) = length
- \( w \) = width
- \( h \) = height



Applying this to our specific dimensions:

\[ V = 5\, \text{cm} \times 9.5\, \text{cm} \times 17.2\, \text{cm} \]

Step-by-Step Calculation

1. Multiply length and width:
\[ 5 \times 9.5 = 47.5 \]
2. Multiply the result by height:
\[ 47.5 \times 17.2 \]

Let's compute this:

- 47.5 \(\times\) 17.2:

Break down 17.2 into 10 + 7 + 0.2 for easier calculation:

- \( 47.5 \times 10 = 475 \)
- \( 47.5 \times 7 = 332.5 \)
- \( 47.5 \times 0.2 = 9.5 \)

Add these up:

\[ 475 + 332.5 + 9.5 = 817 \]

Therefore, the volume:

\[ V = 817\, \text{cm}^3 \]

Answer: The volume of the rectangular prism is 817 cubic centimeters.

Understanding the Significance of Volume Measurement

Volume measures the capacity of a three-dimensional object—how much space it occupies. Knowing the volume
of a rectangular prism has practical applications across various fields:

- Storage and Packing: Ensuring items fit within containers.
- Manufacturing: Determining material requirements.
- Science and Engineering: Calculating quantities of substances or designing physical structures.
- Education: Enhancing spatial reasoning and understanding geometric concepts.

Additional Considerations in Volume Calculation

When calculating volume, keep in mind the following:

- Units Consistency: Ensure all measurements are in the same units before calculating.
- Rounding: Round the final result appropriately based on context—e.g., to two decimal places for precision.
- Dimension Accuracy: Use precise measurements for accurate volume calculations.



Example Problems to Reinforce Learning

Here are some practice problems similar to the main example:

Calculate the volume of a rectangular prism with dimensions 8 cm, 6.5 cm, and 12 cm.1.

A box measures 10 cm by 15 cm by 20 cm. What is its volume?2.

If a rectangular prism has a volume of 1500 cm³, and its length and width are 10 cm and 15 cm3.
respectively, what is its height?

Solutions:

1. \( V = 8 \times 6.5 \times 12 = 8 \times 6.5 = 52 \), then \( 52 \times 12 = 624\, \text{cm}^3 \)
2. \( V = 10 \times 15 \times 20 = 3000\, \text{cm}^3 \)
3. \( h = \frac{V}{l \times w} = \frac{1500}{10 \times 15} = \frac{1500}{150} = 10\, \text{cm} \)

Real-World Applications of Rectangular Prism Volume
Calculations

Understanding how to compute the volume of a rectangular prism helps in numerous real-world scenarios, such
as:

- Designing Packaging: Ensuring products fit into boxes appropriately.
- Construction: Calculating the amount of concrete or other materials needed for rectangular structures.
- Logistics: Estimating space for cargo and storage units.
- Public Health: Determining the capacity of containers for liquids or gases.

Conclusion

Calculating the volume of a rectangular prism is a fundamental yet essential skill in geometry with numerous
practical applications. As demonstrated with the example of a prism measuring 5 cm by 9.5 cm by 17.2 cm, the
process involves straightforward multiplication of the three dimensions. The volume in this case is 817 cubic
centimeters. Mastery of such calculations enhances spatial reasoning, aids in problem-solving, and supports
various professional and educational endeavors.

Remember to always verify your measurements, maintain unit consistency, and perform calculations carefully
to ensure accurate results. Whether you're working on academic problems or real-world projects,
understanding how to find the volume of rectangular prisms is a valuable mathematical skill.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the formula to find the volume of a rectangular prism?

The volume of a rectangular prism is found by multiplying its length, width, and height: Volume = length ×
width × height.



How do you calculate the volume of a rectangular prism with dimensions 5
cm, 9.5 cm, and 17.2 cm?

Multiply the three dimensions: 5 cm × 9.5 cm × 17.2 cm to get the volume.

What is the volume of a rectangular prism measuring 5 cm by 9.5 cm by 17.2
cm?

The volume is 5 × 9.5 × 17.2 = 817.4 cubic centimeters.

Why is understanding the volume of a rectangular prism important in real-
world applications?

It helps in calculating the capacity for storage, packaging, and designing objects like boxes, tanks, and
containers.

Can the volume of a rectangular prism be expressed in other units besides
cubic centimeters?

Yes, if the dimensions are converted to meters, the volume can be expressed in cubic meters, or in inches for cubic
inches, etc.

What is the significance of accurately calculating the volume of a prism in
practical scenarios?

Accurate volume calculations ensure efficient use of space, proper material estimation, and cost-effective
design in manufacturing and construction.

Additional Resources
A Rectangular Prism Measures 5 Cm By 9.5 Cm By 17.2 Cm. What Is The Volume Of The Prism?
Understanding how to calculate the volume of a rectangular prism is a fundamental skill in geometry that
finds applications across various fields—from engineering and architecture to everyday problem-solving. When
presented with dimensions such as 5 cm, 9.5 cm, and 17.2 cm, the task becomes straightforward: determine the
total three-dimensional space occupied by the prism. In this comprehensive guide, we will explore the concept of
volume in rectangular prisms, demonstrate step-by-step calculations, and discuss practical implications and
tips for solving similar problems.

---

Introduction to Rectangular Prisms

A rectangular prism, also known as a cuboid, is a three-dimensional geometric figure with six rectangular
faces, twelve edges, and eight vertices. It is characterized by its length, width, and height—each representing
the dimensions along the three perpendicular axes.

Key features of a rectangular prism:
- Opposite faces are equal and rectangular.
- Edges meet at right angles (perpendicular to each other).
- Its volume measures the total space enclosed within its boundaries.

Understanding the fundamental properties of a rectangular prism allows us to approach problems involving its
dimensions methodically.



---

The Concept of Volume in a Rectangular Prism

Volume is the measure of the three-dimensional space occupied by a solid object. For a rectangular prism, the
volume is calculated by multiplying its three dimensions:

Volume formula:
\[ V = \text{length} \times \text{width} \times \text{height} \]

Where:
- Length (L)
- Width (W)
- Height (H)

This formula is derived from the idea that the volume of a rectangular prism is equivalent to stacking layers
of a two-dimensional rectangle along the third dimension.

---

Step-by-Step Calculation of the Prism's Volume

Given the dimensions:
- Length \( L = 17.2 \) cm
- Width \( W = 9.5 \) cm
- Height \( H = 5 \) cm

Note: The order of dimensions does not affect the volume calculation; only their numerical values matter.

Step 1: Write down the formula

\[ V = L \times W \times H \]

Step 2: Substitute the given dimensions

\[ V = 17.2 \times 9.5 \times 5 \]

Step 3: Perform the multiplication sequentially

- First, multiply \( 17.2 \) and \( 9.5 \):

\[
17.2 \times 9.5 =
\]

To multiply these:

\[
17.2 \times 9.5 = (17.2 \times 10) - (17.2 \times 0.5)
\]

Or directly:

\[
17.2 \times 9.5 = (17.2 \times 9) + (17.2 \times 0.5)
\]

Calculations:



\[
17.2 \times 9 = 154.8
\]

\[
17.2 \times 0.5 = 8.6
\]

Sum:

\[
154.8 + 8.6 = 163.4
\]

- Now multiply the result by 5:

\[
163.4 \times 5 =
\]

\[
163.4 \times 5 = (163.4 \times 4) + (163.4 \times 1) = 653.6 + 163.4 = 817
\]

Result:
\[ V = 817 \text{ cubic centimeters (cm}^3) \]

---

Final Answer: The volume of the prism is 817 cm³.

---

Practical Applications and Implications

Knowing how to compute the volume of a rectangular prism is highly useful in many real-world contexts:

- Packaging and shipping: Determining the capacity of boxes to optimize storage.
- Construction: Calculating the amount of material needed for building structures like concrete blocks or
storage tanks.
- Manufacturing: Estimating the volume of raw materials or products.
- Education: Developing spatial reasoning and understanding three-dimensional measurement.

By mastering these calculations, professionals and students can approach complex problems involving three-
dimensional objects confidently.

---

Tips and Common Mistakes to Avoid

1. Ensure units are consistent:
Always check that all dimensions are in the same unit before multiplying.

2. Order of multiplication:
The order doesn’t matter in multiplication, but performing calculations step-by-step can help prevent errors.

3. Use parentheses for clarity:
When doing multi-step calculations, parentheses clarify the order of operations.



4. Pay attention to decimal points:
When working with decimal dimensions, double-check your multiplication to avoid misplacing the decimal.

---

Additional Practice Problems

To reinforce understanding, consider practicing with similar problems:

- Find the volume of a rectangular prism measuring 8 cm by 12.5 cm by 20 cm.
- A box has dimensions 3.2 ft by 4.5 ft by 2 ft. What is its volume in cubic feet?
- A storage container measures 2 m by 3 m by 4 m. Calculate its capacity in cubic meters.

---

Conclusion

Calculating the volume of a rectangular prism, such as one measuring 5 cm by 9.5 cm by 17.2 cm, is a
fundamental yet essential skill in geometry. By applying the straightforward formula \( V = L \times W \times
H \), you can determine the total space occupied by the object with confidence. Remember to verify your units,
perform the multiplication carefully, and practice regularly with different dimensions to become proficient.
Whether applied in academic settings, professional tasks, or everyday scenarios, understanding the volume of
rectangular prisms equips you with a valuable mathematical tool for spatial reasoning and problem-solving.
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