Underline The Correct Word.1 A: How Many
Biscuits Was/were There In The Tin?B: 1
Don't Know.2 A: These

Understanding the Importance of Correct Word Usage
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English grammar can often be challenging, especially when it comes to choosing the correct verb
form and understanding subject-verb agreement. The sentence above illustrates a common mistake:
selecting the appropriate form of the verb "to be" (was vs. were) based on the subject. Properly
underlining or identifying the correct word not only enhances clarity but also improves writing skills.
This article explores the rules behind such choices, focusing on subject-verb agreement, usage of
demonstratives, and common pitfalls to avoid.

Subject-Verb Agreement: The Foundation of Correct
Word Usage

Understanding Singular and Plural Subjects

One of the most fundamental rules in English grammar is ensuring that the verb agrees with its
subject in number. In the example sentence, "How many biscuits was/were there in the tin?", the
question hinges on whether to use "was" or "were".

¢ Singular subjects: Take a singular verb (e.g., "was").

e Plural subjects: Take a plural verb (e.g., "were").



Applying Subject-Verb Agreement to the Example

In the phrase "How many biscuits," the word "biscuits" is plural. Therefore, the correct verb should
be "were," making the sentence:

How many biscuits were there in the tin?

This aligns with grammar rules, as "biscuits" is a plural noun requiring the plural form of "to be".

Demonstratives and Their Role in Sentence Clarity

Understanding "These" and "Those"

The second part of the snippet begins with "A: These", indicating a demonstrative pronoun used to
specify or point to objects that are close in context or physical proximity. Demonstratives such as
"this," "that," "these," and "those" help clarify what is being referred to.

e These: Plural, referring to objects nearby.

e Those: Plural, referring to objects farther away.

Using Demonstratives Correctly in Context

In a sentence like "These biscuits are delicious," the demonstrative "these" correctly points to a
specific group of biscuits that are near the speaker. Proper usage ensures clarity and precise
communication.



Common Mistakes in Choosing the Correct Word

Mixing Singular and Plural Forms

One frequent error is mismatching the subject with the verb, such as writing "How many biscuits
was there" instead of "How many biscuits were there". Remember, plural nouns like "biscuits"
require plural verbs like "were".

Incorrect Usage of Demonstratives

Using "this" instead of "these" or "that" instead of "those" can lead to confusion. For example, saying
"These is my favorite" is grammatically incorrect; it should be "These are my favorites."

Practical Tips for Correct Word Usage

1. Identify the subject: Determine if it is singular or plural before choosing the verb.

2. Pay attention to demonstratives: Match "this" with singular nouns and "these" with plural
nouns.

3. Read aloud: Hearing the sentence can help identify grammatical errors.

4. Practice with example sentences: Regular exercises reinforce correct usage.

Examples and Practice Exercises

Example 1



Complete the sentence with the correct word:

There (was/were) five apples on the table.

Answer: were

Example 2

Choose the correct demonstrative:

(This/These) are my favorite books.

Answer: These

Practice Exercise

Underline the correct word in each sentence:

1. There was/were a lot of noise during the concert.
2. Can you pass me this/these pen?

3. There is/are many reasons to learn English.

4. This/These cookies are freshly baked.

5. How many students was/were present yesterday?

The Role of Context in Choosing the Correct Word

Context is vital when selecting between "was" and "were" or "this" and "these". The surrounding
words and the situation help determine the correct form. For example, when referring to a singular
item, you would use "was" and "this". Conversely, for multiple items or objects nearby, "were" and
"these" are appropriate.



Summary: Mastering the Art of Correct Word Selection

To write grammatically correct sentences, always consider the number of the subject, the proximity
of objects, and the specific context. Remember:

e Use "was" with singular nouns and "were" with plural nouns.
e Use "this" for singular objects close to you, "these" for plural objects nearby.
» Double-check your sentences to ensure subject-verb agreement.

¢ Practice regularly to reinforce proper usage.

Conclusion: Enhancing Your English Skills

Understanding when and how to underline or choose the correct word in sentences like "How many
biscuits was/were there in the tin?" is essential for effective communication. By mastering subject-
verb agreement and the correct use of demonstratives, you can greatly improve your grammatical
accuracy and clarity in writing and speaking. Keep practicing with different examples, pay attention
to context, and continually refine your skills for better English proficiency.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the correct past tense verb to complete the sentence:
'How many biscuits ___ there in the tin?"

were

In the sentence 'How many biscuits __ there in the tin?', why
is 'were' used instead of 'was'?

Because 'biscuits' is plural, so the plural form 'were' is correct.



Identify the correctly underlined word: 'How many biscuits
was there in the tin.'

'was' is incorrect; it should be 'were' because 'biscuits' is plural.

What is the purpose of an 'Underline The Correct Word'
exercise?

To help students practice choosing the correct word based on grammar and context.

In the dialogue, what is the likely response if the question is
corrected to '"How many biscuits __ there in the tin?'?

The correct response would be: 'There were many biscuits in the tin.'

Which of the following options is correct: 'How many biscuits
was there' or 'How many biscuits were there'?

'How many biscuits were there' is correct.

Why is it important to underline the correct word in grammar
exercises?

It helps reinforce understanding of proper word usage and sentence structure.

What correction should be made to the sentence: 'l Don't
Know.2 A: These'?

The sentence is incomplete; it needs clarification or continuation to be meaningful.

How can practicing 'Underline The Correct Word' improve
language skills?

It enhances students' ability to distinguish correct grammar and vocabulary in context.

Additional Resources

Underline The Correct Word: An In-Depth Analysis of Common Grammatical Challenges in English
Language Usage

In the realm of English language mastery, subtle grammatical nuances often serve as stumbling
blocks for learners and even native speakers. One such recurring challenge involves the correct
form of verbs in relation to their subjects, particularly in questions and sentences involving
quantities or pluralities. This article explores these issues through a detailed examination of the
phrase "Underline The Correct Word," with a focus on the example questions:



- "How many biscuits was/were there in the tin?"
- "I don't know."
- "These..."

While these snippets may seem straightforward, they encapsulate common grammatical pitfalls that
merit careful analysis. By unpacking these questions, their correct forms, and the principles

underlying them, we aim to provide clarity and deepen understanding for writers, educators, and
language enthusiasts alike.

Understanding Subject-Verb Agreement in Quantity-
Related Sentences

The Fundamental Rule

At the core of many grammatical errors in English is the issue of subject-verb agreement—the rule
that a verb must agree in number with its subject. When dealing with quantities, such as "how
many" or "how much," the rule typically dictates that:

- "How many" pairs with a plural noun and takes a plural verb.
- "How much" pairs with a singular noun and takes a singular verb.

Examples:

- "How many biscuits were there?" (plural noun, plural verb)
- "How much milk was there?" (singular noun, singular verb)

This foundational principle guides much of the correct grammatical structure in questions involving
quantities.

Application to the Example: "How many biscuits was/were
there in the tin?"

The question posed is a classic illustration of subject-verb agreement challenge:

- Correct form: "How many biscuits were there in the tin?"

Reasoning:

- "Biscuits" is a plural noun.

- "How many" indicates a plural quantity.
- Therefore, the verb should be "were," the past tense plural form of "to be."



Incorrect form:

- "How many biscuits was there in the tin?" (Incorrect because "was" is singular, mismatched with
the plural subject "biscuits.")

The Role of Indefinite Pronouns and Quantifiers

Distinguishing Between "Many" and "Much"

Understanding when to use "many" versus "much" is critical:

| Quantifier | Usage | Number Agreement | Example |

| many | Countable nouns | Plural | "How many apples are there?" |
| much | Uncountable nouns | Singular | "How much sugar is there?" |

In the context of biscuits, which are countable, "many" is appropriate.

Implications for the Question

Using "how many" with plural nouns necessitates a plural verb, reinforcing the correct form:

- "How many biscuits were there..."
- Not: "How many biscuits was there..."

Analyzing the Second Snippet: "I Don't Know."

While brief, this phrase indicates an absence of knowledge, often in response to questions about
quantities, preferences, or details. Its grammatical correctness hinges on context, but in a review or
investigative article, it signifies the importance of understanding the question before providing an
answer.

Examining the Fragment: "These..."



The word "These" is a demonstrative pronoun or adjective indicating proximity or specific items. Its
correct grammatical use depends on what follows:

- As a pronoun: "These are delicious."
- As an adjective: "These biscuits are fresh."

In a comprehensive review, understanding the usage of "these" can be crucial in describing items,
making observations, or assessing quantities.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them

Despite clear rules, many writers fall into common traps:

- Misusing singular/plural forms: Using "was" instead of "were" with plural subjects.
- Ignoring the nature of the quantifier: Confusing "many" and "much."
- Overlooking context: Using "these" without a proper noun or clause following.

Strategies to prevent errors:

1. Identify the subject's number before selecting the verb.
2. Recognize whether the noun is countable or uncountable.
3. Pay attention to the context to determine the appropriate demonstrative or quantifier.

Practical Examples and Exercises

To solidify understanding, consider the following exercises:

1. Correct the verb form:
- "How much water was in the bottle?" (Correct)
- "How many water was in the bottle?" (Incorrect)

2. Fill in the blank:
- "There are _ biscuits in the jar." (Answer: "are")
- "Thereis  milk in the fridge." (Answer: "is")

3. Choose the correct word:
- (These/Those) books belong to Sarah."
- (These/Those) are my favorite."



The Importance of Context in Grammatical Accuracy

Context determines many grammatical choices, especially in questions involving quantities. For
instance, the phrase:

- "How many biscuits was/were there in the tin?"
depends on understanding that the subject "biscuits" is plural, thus requiring "were."

Similarly, the use of "these" hinges on proximity and specificity, influencing whether it functions as a
pronoun or adjective.

Concluding Remarks: Mastering the Art of Correct
Word Underlining

The exercise of underlining the correct word in sentences is more than a mere grammatical task; it
is an essential skill that underpins clarity and precision in communication. Whether dealing with
subject-verb agreement, quantifiers, or demonstratives, understanding the underlying principles
ensures that sentences convey the intended meaning effectively.

The example questions examined reveal common pitfalls and serve as educational touchpoints:

- Always match the verb with the subject's number: plural subjects with "are," singular with "is."
- Use "many" with countable nouns and "much" with uncountable nouns.
- Recognize the role of demonstratives like "these" in context.

By cultivating an awareness of these rules and practicing diligent correction, writers and learners
can enhance their grammatical accuracy, thereby elevating the quality of their language use.

Final note: Regular practice, reading, and attentive editing are key to internalizing these concepts.
Remember, language mastery is a journey—attention to detail in questions like "How many biscuits
was/were there in the tin?" exemplifies the care necessary for effective communication.
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