
What Are The Best Questions To Ask To
Determine The Authors Viewpoint? Select
Three Options.1) What Is
What Are The Best Questions To Ask To Determine The Authors Viewpoint? Select Three
Options.1) What Is

Understanding an author's viewpoint is essential for critically engaging with texts, whether they are
essays, articles, or opinion pieces. By asking strategic questions, readers can uncover the underlying
perspectives, biases, and intentions that shape the author's message. Among these questions, three
stand out as particularly effective: "What is the author's main argument or thesis?", "What evidence
or reasoning does the author use to support their viewpoint?", and "What assumptions or biases
might influence the author's perspective?". This article explores these three questions in detail,
providing insights into how they can be employed to interpret an author's stance accurately and
thoroughly.

---

1. What Is the Author's Main Argument or Thesis?

Understanding the Core Message

At the foundation of any written work lies the main argument or thesis— the central idea or position
that the author aims to communicate. Identifying this core message is crucial because it shapes the
entire narrative, influences the tone, and guides the presentation of evidence.

Why Asking About the Main Argument Is Important

- Clarity of Purpose: Knowing the main argument helps determine what the author intends to prove
or discuss.
- Contextual Understanding: It provides context for evaluating supporting evidence and reasoning.
- Critical Assessment: Recognizing the thesis allows readers to assess whether the evidence
effectively supports the author's position.

How to Identify the Main Argument

- Look for the Thesis Statement: Often explicitly stated in the introduction or conclusion.
- Summarize the Central Point: Try to condense the author's message into a single sentence.
- Pay Attention to Repetition and Emphasis: Repeated themes or ideas usually highlight the main



argument.

Applying the Question

When engaging with a text, asking "What is the author's main argument or thesis?" encourages you
to distill complex ideas into a clear understanding. This process helps you evaluate whether the
author’s viewpoint is well-supported and coherent.

---

2. What Evidence or Reasoning Does the Author Use to
Support Their Viewpoint?

Understanding Support and Rationale

An author's reasoning and evidence form the backbone of their argument. They include facts,
statistics, expert opinions, examples, and logical deductions that substantiate the main thesis.

Why This Question Is Key to Uncovering Viewpoint

- Evaluates Credibility: The strength and relevance of evidence influence the persuasiveness of the
argument.
- Reveals Perspectives: The choice of evidence can indicate the author's biases or priorities.
- Assesses Logical Coherence: The reasoning process shows how the author connects evidence to
their conclusions.

Strategies for Analyzing Evidence and Reasoning

- Identify Types of Evidence: Are they empirical data, anecdotal examples, or expert opinions?
- Examine the Logic: Does the reasoning follow a logical progression? Are there any fallacies?
- Check for Bias in Evidence: Is the evidence balanced, or does it selectively favor one side?

Applying the Question

By asking "What evidence or reasoning does the author use to support their viewpoint?", readers can
critically assess the robustness of the argument. This scrutiny helps determine whether the author’s
viewpoint is based on solid grounds or if it relies on flawed or biased reasoning.

---



3. What Assumptions or Biases Might Influence the
Author's Perspective?

Understanding Underlying Assumptions

Every author operates within a set of assumptions—unspoken beliefs or premises that underpin their
reasoning. Recognizing these assumptions can reveal the limits or biases of their viewpoint.

Why Identifying Assumptions and Biases Matters

- Reveals Perspective Limitations: Assumptions may restrict the scope of the argument.
- Uncovers Potential Biases: Personal beliefs, cultural background, or agendas can color the author's
portrayal of facts.
- Enhances Critical Thinking: Awareness of biases allows readers to evaluate the argument more
objectively.

How to Detect Assumptions and Biases

- Ask "What is taken for granted?": Look for premises that are accepted without evidence.
- Consider Alternative Viewpoints: Think about perspectives the author might be ignoring.
- Analyze Word Choice and Tone: Language that appeals to emotion or uses loaded terms may
indicate bias.

Applying the Question

Asking "What assumptions or biases might influence the author's perspective?" encourages a more
nuanced understanding of the text. Recognizing these elements helps in assessing the validity of the
author's viewpoint and understanding the potential influence of personal or cultural biases.

---

Conclusion

Effectively determining an author's viewpoint requires thoughtful inquiry. The three
questions—"What is the author's main argument or thesis?", "What evidence or reasoning does the
author use to support their viewpoint?", and "What assumptions or biases might influence the
author's perspective?"—serve as essential tools for critical analysis.

- Understanding the main argument provides clarity on the author's purpose.



- Evaluating supporting evidence and reasoning assesses the strength and credibility of the
viewpoint.
- Identifying assumptions and biases uncovers underlying influences that shape the perspective.

These questions, when employed together, enable readers to engage with texts more critically and
thoughtfully. They foster a deeper understanding of the author's position, promote analytical
thinking, and enhance the ability to form independent judgments. Whether for academic purposes,
professional analysis, or personal growth, mastering these strategic questions is key to interpreting
and evaluating any author's viewpoint effectively.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the author's main argument or position on the topic?
Understanding the primary stance or conclusion the author is advocating helps determine their
viewpoint.

What evidence or examples does the author use to support
their claims?
Analyzing the evidence reveals the author's perspective and the values or assumptions underlying
their viewpoint.

What language or tone does the author use to convey their
opinion?
The choice of words and tone can indicate whether the author is supportive, critical, or neutral
about the subject.

Does the author acknowledge alternative viewpoints, and how
do they address them?
This shows whether the author is open-minded or biased, helping clarify their overall perspective.

What is the context or background the author provides for
their argument?
Context can reveal the author's motivations, biases, or the specific audience they are addressing,
which influences their viewpoint.



How does the author's personal background or experiences
influence their perspective?
The author's background can shape their opinions and biases, offering insight into their viewpoint.

What assumptions does the author make about the topic, and
are they justified?
Identifying assumptions helps understand the foundation of the author's viewpoint and whether it is
well-supported.

Additional Resources
Determining an author's viewpoint is an essential skill for readers, critics, and researchers
aiming to understand the underlying biases, perspectives, or ideological positions that
influence a piece of writing. Whether engaging with journalism, academic articles, opinion
essays, or literary works, asking the right questions can unravel the author's intentions,
beliefs, and potential biases. In this article, we explore the most effective questions to ask
to accurately gauge an author's viewpoint, focusing specifically on three critical options:
“What Is,” “Why Does,” and “How Does.” Each of these questions serves a unique purpose
in dissecting the author’s stance, and when employed together, they provide a
comprehensive understanding of an author's perspective. We will analyze each question in
detail, illustrating their importance and application in various contexts.

Understanding the Core: The Significance of “What Is”
in Assessing Author’s Viewpoint

Defining the Subject and Scope
The question “What Is” serves as the foundational step in analyzing an author's viewpoint. It
prompts the reader to clarify the subject matter, terminology, or themes that the author discusses.
By asking “What is,” the reader seeks to understand the specific ideas, concepts, or issues the
author is addressing, which sets the stage for deeper analysis.

For example:
- What is the author describing or explaining?
- What concepts or phenomena are being highlighted?
- What is the central argument or thesis?

This question helps eliminate ambiguity and ensures the reader grasps the core content before
delving into interpretive layers. It’s particularly valuable in complex or technical texts where
terminology may be nuanced or specialized.



Identifying the Author’s Position
Beyond understanding the subject, “What Is” also involves discerning the author’s explicit or implicit
stance. For instance:
- Is the author presenting a neutral description, or are they advocating for a particular perspective?
- Are they emphasizing certain aspects over others?
- Do they define terms in a way that aligns with a specific viewpoint?

By answering “What is the author’s position on this subject,” readers can observe whether the
author leans toward supporting, opposing, or remaining neutral about an issue. This clarity provides
a baseline for subsequent questions about intent and motivation.

Application in Practice
In journalistic or academic contexts, this question helps differentiate between mere reporting and
advocacy. For example, an article about climate change that states “Climate change is caused by
human activity” clearly establishes a viewpoint aligned with scientific consensus. Conversely, if an
author describes climate change as “a natural fluctuation,” it signals skepticism or denial, revealing
a different perspective.

By meticulously asking “What is,” readers can catalog the author’s stance on various topics, forming
the bedrock for more nuanced questions like “Why does” and “How does.” This process ensures that
subsequent analysis is grounded in an accurate understanding of the subject at hand.

Probing the Motivations: The Power of “Why Does” in
Revealing Intent and Bias

Understanding the Author’s Reasons and Motivations
The question “Why does” delves into the underlying motivations, reasons, or intentions behind the
author’s statements. It seeks to uncover why the author chose to write about a particular topic,
emphasize certain aspects, or frame issues in a specific way.

For example:
- Why does the author emphasize economic factors over social ones?
- Why does the author oppose or support a particular policy?
- Why does the author frame the issue in a certain light?

Answering “Why does” illuminates the potential biases, ideological leanings, or personal interests
influencing the text. It encourages the reader to consider the author’s background, affiliations, or
possible agendas that shape their perspective.

Identifying Underlying Biases and Assumptions
The “Why does” question is instrumental in revealing implicit biases. For instance, an author who
repeatedly emphasizes the economic benefits of a policy may have financial ties or ideological



commitments that favor free-market principles. Similarly, an author who highlights moral or ethical
concerns might be motivated by particular value systems.

Understanding these motivations helps contextualize the author’s viewpoint, making it possible to
discern whether their arguments are objective analyses, advocacy, or propaganda.

Application in Practice
In critical reading, asking “Why does the author advocate for or against a particular position”
uncovers the deeper layers of intent. For example, a political opinion piece may support
deregulation “because it benefits corporations,” revealing a financial or ideological motivation.
Recognizing these reasons aids in evaluating the credibility and potential biases of the author.

Furthermore, “Why does” questions can guide readers to consider the broader societal, cultural, or
economic forces at play, enriching their understanding of the text’s context and the author’s stance.

Deciphering Influence and Effect: The Role of “How
Does” in Analyzing Impact and Technique

Understanding the Methods and Rhetorical Strategies
The question “How does” focuses on the methods, techniques, or strategies the author employs to
communicate their viewpoint. It examines the stylistic choices, arguments, evidence, and rhetorical
devices used to persuade or inform.

For example:
- How does the author use evidence to support their claims?
- How does the tone or language reflect their attitude?
- How does the author structure their argument?

By analyzing “How does,” readers can identify whether the author uses emotional appeals, logical
reasoning, or factual evidence to shape their perspective.

Assessing Effectiveness and Bias
The “How does” question also evaluates the effectiveness of the author’s communication and
whether their approach introduces bias. For instance, an author might employ sensational language
or cherry-pick data to sway opinions. Recognizing these techniques helps readers critically assess
the strength and integrity of the author’s viewpoint.

Additionally, understanding the methods used to frame arguments provides insight into the author’s
rhetorical intent—whether they aim to persuade, inform, or manipulate.



Application in Practice
In media literacy and critical analysis, asking “How does the author construct their argument”
reveals the underlying strategies that shape perception. For example, a persuasive essay that relies
heavily on anecdotal evidence may differ significantly in impact compared to one grounded in
comprehensive statistical analysis.

By scrutinizing “How does,” readers can better understand the author’s approach, identify potential
biases, and evaluate the overall credibility of the work.

Integrating the Questions for a Holistic Understanding

While each question—“What is,” “Why does,” and “How does”—serves distinct functions, their
combined application yields a robust framework for analyzing an author’s viewpoint.

1. Start with “What is”: Clarify the core content, claims, and explicit positions.
2. Proceed with “Why does”: Explore underlying motivations, biases, and ideological leanings.
3. Conclude with “How does”: Assess communication strategies, rhetorical devices, and persuasive
techniques.

This integrated approach enables readers to move from surface-level comprehension to deep critical
analysis, uncovering not only what the author states but also why they state it and how they do so.

Conclusion

Understanding an author’s viewpoint requires careful, strategic questioning. The three
options—“What is,” “Why does,” and “How does”—are fundamental tools in this analytical process.
By asking “What is,” readers establish a factual and conceptual baseline; with “Why does,” they
uncover motivations and biases; and through “How does,” they analyze rhetorical strategies and
influence. Together, these questions empower readers to critically engage with texts, discern
underlying perspectives, and evaluate the credibility and intent behind the writing. Mastering this
questioning framework enhances one’s ability to navigate complex information landscapes, fostering
informed and nuanced understanding of diverse viewpoints.
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