
What Does Mrs. Bennett Want For Her Daughters From
Pride And Prejudice? To Be Financially Secure Or In

What Does Mrs. Bennett Want For Her Daughters From Pride And Prejudice? To Be Financially Secure Or In is a
question that resonates deeply with readers delving into Jane Austen’s classic novel. Mrs. Bennett’s primary
concern throughout Pride and Prejudice is the marriage prospects of her five daughters, and her aspirations are
closely tied to both financial security and social standing. But what does she truly desire for her daughters:
is her focus solely on ensuring they are financially stable, or does she also seek their happiness and social
acceptance? This article explores Mrs. Bennett’s motivations, her views on marriage, and whether her priorities
lean more towards financial security or personal fulfillment.

---

Understanding Mrs. Bennett’s Character and Motivations

Mrs. Bennett’s Background and Social Context
Mrs. Bennett is a quintessential representative of early 19th-century English society, where a woman’s future
largely depended on her marriage prospects. Living in Hertfordshire with limited wealth and social standing, Mrs.
Bennett’s primary goal is to secure advantageous marriages for her daughters to ensure their financial
security and social mobility. Her behavior, often perceived as frantic or overly anxious, stems from her
understanding of the limited options available to women of her class and her urgent desire to see her daughters
well-married.

Her Perspective on Marriage
Mrs. Bennett views marriage as the ultimate goal for her daughters, not merely for love but as a pragmatic
necessity. She believes that:
- Marriage guarantees financial stability
- It elevates social status
- It ensures her daughters’ future security

Her own marriage to Mr. Bennett was not based on love but on convenience and mutual affection, which
influences her outlook on her daughters’ marriages.

---

Mrs. Bennett’s Priorities: Financial Security or Happiness?

Marriage as a Means to Financial Security
Mrs. Bennett’s foremost concern is that her daughters marry well enough to secure their livelihoods. Given her
limited understanding of love and compatibility, she often emphasizes the importance of advantageous matches
that can provide for her daughters’ futures.

Key points about her focus on financial security include:
- She frequently urges her daughters to consider the wealth and social standing of potential suitors.
- She dismisses or undervalues suitors who lack fortune, regardless of personal qualities.
- Her excitement over Mr. Bingley’s wealth and social standing reflects her priorities.



The Role of Social Status
Mrs. Bennett is acutely aware of the importance of social standing, which she sees as intertwined with financial
security. Marrying into a wealthy, respected family is crucial to her plan for her daughters’ futures.

Her views on social status include:
- Valuing the Bennet family’s connection to wealth
- Desiring her daughters to marry into families with higher social rank
- Viewing marriage as a strategic social alliance

Does She Prioritize Happiness? Or Is It Secondary?
While Mrs. Bennett occasionally shows a desire for her daughters’ happiness, her actions suggest that her
primary concern is security. She often dismisses her daughters’ personal preferences if they conflict with her
goal of advantageous marriage.

Examples include:
- Her insistence that Jane should accept Mr. Bingley, despite her own reservations.
- Her dismissive attitude toward Elizabeth’s insistence on marrying for love.
- Her eagerness to push Lydia into marriage, regardless of her daughter’s feelings.

---

Analyses of Mrs. Bennett’s Marriage Strategies

Her Attempts to Secure Marriages for Her Daughters
Mrs. Bennett employs various strategies to achieve her goal:

Key strategies include:
- Encouraging early courtship and flirtation
- Highlighting potential suitors’ wealth and status
- Pressuring her daughters to accept suitable matches quickly

Her Flaws and Limitations
Mrs. Bennett’s relentless pursuit of marriage often results in poor choices or hasty decisions, revealing her
limited understanding of genuine compatibility or love.

Limitations include:
- Overemphasis on wealth over character
- Lack of tact and understanding of her daughters’ desires
- Susceptibility to impulsive judgments

---

How Mrs. Bennett’s Priorities Reflect Victorian Society



The Societal Expectations of Women
In Austen’s era, women’s independence was limited, and their financial security was largely contingent on
marriage. Mrs. Bennett’s obsession with marriage prospects reflects societal norms where women’s futures
depended on advantageous alliances.

The Importance of Marriage in Social Mobility
Mrs. Bennett’s focus on marrying her daughters well is driven by the desire for social mobility, a common
concern among middle and upper-middle-class families during Austen’s time.

---

Conclusion: Is Mrs. Bennett’s Focus on Financial Security or
Personal Happiness?

Mrs. Bennett’s primary goal for her daughters in Pride and Prejudice is undeniably centered around securing their
financial futures through marriage. Her relentless pursuit of wealthy and socially prominent husbands
underscores her belief that marriage is the best—or perhaps the only—way to ensure stability and social
standing for her daughters.

However, her approach often neglects her daughters’ personal happiness and genuine compatibility, leading to
conflicts and missed opportunities for true love. While she does express some hope that her daughters will find
happiness, her actions consistently prioritize financial security and social advantage over emotional
fulfillment.

In summary:
- Mrs. Bennett’s primary concern is financial security.
- She equates marriage with social status and economic stability.
- Personal happiness is secondary and often sacrificed in her pursuit of advantageous matches.

---

Final Thoughts
Mrs. Bennett’s character exemplifies the societal pressures faced by women in her time, where marriage was both
an economic necessity and a social strategy. Her relentless focus on securing financially stable marriages for
her daughters highlights her understanding of her world, but also exposes the limitations and potential
pitfalls of valuing security over personal happiness.

For modern readers, Mrs. Bennett’s story serves as a reminder of the importance of balancing practical concerns
with genuine emotional connection. Her story underscores that while financial security is essential, true
happiness in marriage stems from love, mutual respect, and shared values—elements that Mrs. Bennett’s
approach sometimes overlooks.

---
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Frequently Asked Questions

What are Mrs. Bennett's primary desires for her daughters in Pride and
Prejudice?

Mrs. Bennett mainly wants her daughters to marry well to secure their financial futures and social standing.

Does Mrs. Bennett prioritize love or financial security when considering her
daughters' marriages?

While she values love to some extent, Mrs. Bennett primarily emphasizes marrying for wealth and stability.

How does Mrs. Bennett's focus on financial security influence her marriage
expectations for her daughters?

It leads her to push her daughters toward wealthy suitors, sometimes disregarding personal compatibility or
affection.

Is Mrs. Bennett concerned about her daughters' happiness or just their
financial security?

Her main concern appears to be financial security, often overlooking her daughters' personal happiness or
preferences.

How does Mrs. Bennett's attitude toward marriage reflect societal values
of her time?

Her emphasis on marrying for money reflects the societal importance placed on wealth and social status in
Regency England.

Does Mrs. Bennett consider love an important factor in her daughters'
marriages?

Not particularly; she often dismisses love as a less important factor compared to financial security.

How does Mrs. Bennett's focus on marriage for her daughters impact their
choices?

It causes her to encourage marriages that prioritize wealth, sometimes at the expense of genuine affection or
personal preference.

Are Mrs. Bennett's aspirations for her daughters realistic or influenced by
her social environment?

They are influenced by her social environment, where marrying well was crucial for financial stability and
social mobility.

In what ways does Mrs. Bennett's desire for her daughters to marry well



shape the plot of Pride and Prejudice?

Her aspirations drive her to push her daughters toward certain suitors, creating tension and highlighting themes
of marriage, money, and social status in the novel.

Additional Resources
What Does Mrs. Bennett Want For Her Daughters From Pride And Prejudice? To Be Financially Secure Or In —
this question cuts to the heart of one of the most compelling themes in Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice. As the
matriarch of the Bennet family, Mrs. Bennet’s primary concern is ensuring her daughters’ futures, a concern
rooted deeply in the social and economic realities of Regency England. But is her focus solely on financial
security, or does she also desire her daughters to find love and happiness? Understanding Mrs. Bennet’s
motivations provides insight into her character and the societal pressures that shape her ambitions for her
children.

---

The Socioeconomic Context of Mrs. Bennet’s Goals

Before examining Mrs. Bennet’s specific desires for her daughters, it’s essential to understand the context in
which she operates. Regency England was a society where women’s prospects were largely dependent on their
marital status and economic security. Women had limited opportunities for independent wealth or careers,
making marriage their primary means of social mobility and financial stability.

Key points:

- Women’s financial independence was scarce.
- Marriage was often viewed as a necessity rather than a choice.
- Family reputation and social standing depended heavily on advantageous marriages.
- Landed wealth was concentrated among the aristocracy and gentry, with lesser families scrambling for
alliances to improve their social position.

Mrs. Bennet embodies this societal mindset, often emphasizing the importance of securing wealthy husbands for
her daughters to ensure their futures.

---

Mrs. Bennet’s Primary Desire: Financial Security for Her Daughters

At the core of Mrs. Bennet’s aspirations is the desire for her daughters to be financially secure through
marriage. This motive is driven by the belief that marriage is the ultimate safeguard against dependence and
hardship.

Why Does Mrs. Bennet Emphasize Financial Security?

- Limited Alternatives: In her worldview, a daughter’s financial independence is nearly impossible without a
prosperous marriage.
- Protection from Poverty: Mrs. Bennet fears her daughters might end up impoverished or in difficult
circumstances without advantageous marriages.
- Maintaining Social Status: Marrying well ensures the family’s social standing remains intact.

Mrs. Bennet’s Approach to Marriage

Her approach is often characterized by:

- Urgency in seeking suitable matches.
- A preference for wealth and social position over love or compatibility.
- A willingness to push her daughters toward marriages that benefit their financial futures, sometimes at the



expense of their personal happiness.

---

Does Mrs. Bennet Want More Than Just Financial Security? The Role of Love and Happiness

While her primary concern appears to be her daughters’ financial stability, Mrs. Bennet also expresses a desire
for her daughters to be happy and well-married.

Evidence of Her Wishes for Happiness

- She hopes her daughters will marry "well" and be "happy" in their marriages.
- Her enthusiasm when her daughters show affection or potential for love indicates she values emotional
fulfillment alongside financial security.
- For example, her excitement about Jane’s potential match with Mr. Bingley stems from both his wealth and her
hope that Jane will find happiness.

However, her actions often suggest she prioritizes wealth over true affection, reflecting societal expectations
rather than individual desires.

---

Contrasting Mrs. Bennet’s Goals with Her Daughters’ Perspectives

The daughters’ perspectives sometimes diverge from their mother’s priorities, highlighting the tension between
societal expectations and personal happiness.

- Jane Bennet: Desires love and companionship, though she recognizes the importance of financial security.
- Elizabeth Bennet: Values love, mutual respect, and compatibility, often questioning the notion that wealth
should be the primary goal.
- Lydia Bennet: Shows less concern for financial stability, seeking adventure and social excitement, often
neglecting long-term security.

Mrs. Bennet, therefore, often finds herself at odds with her daughters’ desires, especially when her emphasis on
wealth conflicts with their personal aspirations.

---

The Impact of Mrs. Bennet’s Priorities on Her Daughters’ Lives

Mrs. Bennet’s relentless focus on marriage for wealth influences her daughters’ choices and opportunities.

Positive impacts:

- Her urgency helps her daughters secure advantageous marriages, such as Jane’s union with Bingley and
Elizabeth’s eventual marriage with Mr. Darcy.

Negative impacts:

- She sometimes rushes her daughters into unsuitable matches.
- Her obsession can overshadow her daughters’ own desires and happiness.
- She inadvertently fosters superficial judgments about suitability based on wealth rather than character.

---

Is Mrs. Bennet’s Focus on Wealth Just Self-Interest or Societal Norm?

While her behavior might seem opportunistic or superficial, it’s important to recognize that Mrs. Bennet’s
priorities are deeply rooted in societal expectations and her own fears.



Key considerations:

- She operates within a society where women’s futures depend on marriage prospects.
- Her concern reflects the limited options available to women, especially those from modest means.
- Her actions are motivated by a desire to secure her family’s social standing and her daughters’ well-being.

---

Summary: What Does Mrs. Bennet Want For Her Daughters?

In conclusion, Mrs. Bennet wants for her daughters to be financially secure through marriage, recognizing it as
the safest and most practical route to stability given the societal constraints. While she also hopes they
will find happiness and love, her primary emphasis remains on securing advantageous marriages that will prevent
poverty and social decline.

In essence:

- Mrs. Bennet’s foremost goal is marriage as a means of economic security.
- She values wealth and social standing as critical factors.
- She hopes her daughters will marry well and be happy, but ultimately she believes that wealth and security
are non-negotiable.
- Her actions reflect a pragmatic, if sometimes misguided, attempt to safeguard her family’s future in a rigid
societal framework.

---

Final Thoughts

Mrs. Bennet’s character embodies the societal pressures faced by women of her time and highlights the complex
balance between love, security, and social obligation. Her relentless pursuit of advantageous marriages for
her daughters underscores the importance placed on financial stability, while also revealing her genuine desire
for their happiness — even if her methods and priorities are sometimes flawed. Understanding her motivations
enriches our appreciation of Pride and Prejudice’s nuanced exploration of societal norms, family dynamics, and
personal aspirations.
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