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The Notices to Airmen Publication (NTAP) is an essential resource for pilots, air traffic controllers, and
aviation professionals. It provides vital, up-to-date information necessary for safe and efficient flight
operations. The NTAP is divided mainly into two categories: the current NOTAM (D) and the Flight
Data Center (FDC) NOTAMs. Understanding what information each contains is crucial for pilots to plan
flights effectively, avoid hazards, and comply with regulatory requirements. This article explores in
detail what each of these sections encompasses, their significance, and how they contribute to
aviation safety.

Understanding the Notices to Airmen Publication
(NTAP)

The NTAP serves as the primary source of aeronautical information that is time-sensitive and critical
for flight operations. It encompasses a wide range of notices and updates issued by the Federal
Aviation Administration (FAA). The publication is regularly updated and distributed to ensure pilots are
aware of current conditions that could impact their flights. The two main components—NOTAM (D)
and FDC NOTAMs—are distinguished by the nature of the information they contain and their intended
use.

What Are NOTAM (D) and FDC NOTAMs?

NOTAM (D) Notices to Airmen (Distance and Airport Facilities)

- These are notices related to existing airport facilities and navigational aids.

- They include information about airport conditions, runway closures, taxiway changes, lighting
outages, and other ground-based facilities.

- They are primarily concerned with changes or conditions at specific airports that might affect arrival,
departure, or navigation.

FDC NOTAMs (Flight Data Center Notices to Airmen)

- Issued by the FAA's Flight Data Center, these notices pertain to regulatory and chart amendments.

- They include temporary flight restrictions, chart corrections, and other notices that may impact flight
planning.

- FDC NOTAMs often contain more serious or regulatory information that could influence the safety



and legality of a flight.

Contents of the NTAP: Current NOTAM (D)

The Current NOTAM (D) section provides timely, detailed information about airport facilities and
navigational aids that are vital for day-to-day flight operations.

Types of Information Included in NOTAM (D)

e Airport Conditions: Runway closures, construction activities, or temporary obstacles.

* Navigation Aids: Changes or outages in VORs, NDBs, ILS systems, or other navigational
equipment.

e Lighting and Signage: Taxiway, runway, or approach lighting outages, or signage changes.

e Obstructions and Hazards: New obstacles such as cranes, towers, or debris that could affect
approach or departure paths.

e Services and Facilities: Availability of fuel, customs, or other airport services that may be
temporarily unavailable.

* Temporary Changes: Temporary closures or modifications to airport facilities impacting flight
operations.

Importance of NOTAM (D) for Pilots

- Helps pilots plan their route based on current airport and navigational aid conditions.
- Alerts pilots to ground-based hazards or operational restrictions.
- Essential for pre-flight planning and in-flight adjustments, particularly in unfamiliar or busy airports.

Contents of the NTAP: FDC NOTAMs

FDC NOTAMs focus on regulatory information and chart modifications that are crucial for maintaining
compliance with FAA regulations and ensuring safety during flight.

Types of Information Included in FDC NOTAMs

» Temporary Flight Restrictions (TFRs): Airspace restrictions due to security, special events,
or emergencies.



e Chart Corrections: Amendments to aeronautical charts including changes in airways, airspace
boundaries, or navigation procedures.

* Regulatory Notices: New or amended regulations affecting flight operations, such as altitude
changes or airspace classifications.

* Procedural Changes: Modifications to standard instrument departure (SID) or arrival (STAR)
procedures.

¢ Air Traffic Control Instructions: Specific instructions affecting a flight, such as rerouting or
altitude restrictions.

Significance of FDC NOTAMs for Flight Safety

- Ensures pilots are aware of temporary restrictions or procedures that could impact safety.

- Provides official updates for navigation charts, which are critical for instrument flight rules (IFR)
operations.

- Helps pilots avoid violations and ensures compliance with current regulations.

How to Access and Use NTAP Information Effectively

Accessing NTAP Data

- Pilots typically access NTAP information via Flight Management Systems (FMS), electronic flight bag
(EFB) applications, or official FAA websites.

- Many aviation software tools automatically update NOTAMs and present them in user-friendly
formats.

- It is essential for pilots to review both NOTAM (D) and FDC NOTAMs during pre-flight planning and
prior to departure.

Best Practices for Using NTAP Information

* Pre-Flight Review: Always review the latest NTAP data before departure, especially for
unfamiliar airports or airspace.

« In-Flight Monitoring: Keep an eye on updated NOTAMs during flight, particularly when
crossing different regions or entering controlled airspace.

¢ Cross-Check with ATC: Confirm any significant notices with air traffic control to clarify or get
further guidance.

e Documentation: Maintain records of relevant notices, especially for legal or operational
compliance.



Conclusion

The Notices to Airmen Publication (NTAP) is a cornerstone of aviation safety, providing critical, current
information that pilots rely on for safe flight operations. The two primary sections—current NOTAM (D)
and FDC NOTAMs—serve distinct purposes but together ensure pilots are informed about ground
facilities, navigational aids, regulatory changes, and temporary restrictions. By understanding what
each contains and how to access and interpret this information, aviation professionals can enhance
safety, efficiency, and compliance during every phase of flight. Staying vigilant with NTAP updates is
not just a best practice but a vital component of responsible aviation operation in today's dynamic
airspace environment.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary purpose of the Notices to Airmen
Publication (NTAP)?

The NTAP provides pilots and aviation personnel with current and relevant aeronautical information,
including updates on navigational aids, airspace restrictions, and other critical notices to ensure safe
and efficient flight operations.

What types of notices are included in the NTAP under Current
NOTAM (D) and FDC sections?

The NTAP includes Current NOTAM (D) notices, which provide information about navigational aids,
airports, and other fixed facilities, and FDC NOTAMs, which contain temporary flight restrictions,
regulatory information, and amendments to charts and procedures.

How do Current NOTAM (D) notices differ from FDC NOTAMs in
the NTAP?

Current NOTAM (D) notices primarily inform about physical changes or conditions at fixed sites, such
as airport closures or navigational aid outages, while FDC NOTAMs focus on regulatory changes,
temporary flight restrictions, and chart amendments.

How frequently is the NTAP updated with new notices?

The NTAP is updated continuously as new notices are issued, with updates typically published on a
daily basis to ensure pilots have access to the most current information.

Why is it important for pilots to review the Notices to Airmen



(NOTAMs) contained in the NTAP before flight?

Reviewing NOTAMs ensures pilots are aware of any current hazards, restrictions, or changes that
could impact flight safety, navigation, or compliance with regulations, thereby aiding in planning and
decision-making.

What information about navigational aids is typically included
in the Current NOTAM (D) section of the NTAP?

It includes details such as outages, changes, or decommissioning of navigational aids like VORs, ILS,
NDBs, and their operational status or location updates.

Can the NTAP include information about temporary or short-
term airspace restrictions?

Yes, the NTAP contains FDC NOTAMs that often include temporary flight restrictions, special use
airspace activities, and other short-term regulatory notices affecting airspace.

How should pilots access the Notices to Airmen Publication
(NTAP) for their flight planning?

Pilots can access the NTAP through official federal aviation administration sources, aviation
information services, or integrated flight planning tools that incorporate current NOTAM data for
comprehensive situational awareness.

Additional Resources

What Information Is Contained In The Notices To Airmen Publication (NTAP)? a. Current NOTAM (D)
And FDC

Understanding the Notices to Airmen Publication (NTAP) is essential for pilots, air traffic controllers,
and aviation professionals alike. The NTAP serves as a vital source of real-time information that
ensures safety, efficiency, and situational awareness in the national airspace system. Within the
NTAP, two primary categories of notices are published: the Current NOTAM (D) and the FDC NOTAMs.
These notices contain critical updates about the status of navigational aids, airports, airspace
restrictions, and temporary procedures, all of which directly impact flight planning and operations.

What Is the Notices To Airmen Publication (NTAP)?

The NTAP is an official publication issued by the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) that
consolidates all active notices affecting the safety and efficiency of flight operations within the United
States. It acts as an authoritative source of timely information, replacing older, less organized
methods of disseminating notices.

The primary purpose of the NTAP is to inform pilots, airlines, and other aviation stakeholders about



current changes, hazards, or restrictions that could influence their flight plans or operational
decisions. It covers a wide range of topics, including navigational aids, airport conditions, airspace
restrictions, and temporary procedures.

The Two Main Types of Notices in the NTAP
The NTAP contains two core categories of notices, each serving a specific function:

1. Current NOTAM (D)
2. FDC NOTAMs

Understanding the distinctions between these two types is crucial for interpreting the information
correctly.

Current NOTAM (D): What It Is and What It Contains
Definition and Purpose

The Current NOTAM (D), often referred to simply as NOTAM (D), consists of notices that provide
information on the status of navigational facilities, airports, and related infrastructure. The 'D'
signifies "Domestic," indicating that these notices pertain primarily to facilities and services within the
United States and its territories.

Content of NOTAM (D)
These notices include, but are not limited to:

- Changes or outages in navigational aids (navaids) such as VORs, NDBs, ILS, VOR/DME, and GPS-
based systems.

- Airport-related information, including runway closures, construction activities, lighting outages, and
temporary shutdowns.

- Airspace restrictions or modifications that are not related to temporary or emergency procedures.

- Temporary changes in airport procedures such as taxiway closures or modifications to airport
lighting.

- Obstructions or hazards near airports that could impact aircraft operations.

Characteristics
- Publication Frequency: Updated regularly, often multiple times daily, to reflect ongoing changes.
- Format: Text-based notices with standardized abbreviations and codes.

- Scope: Focuses on physical and infrastructure-related information.
- Accessibility: Available through FAA sources and online tools like the NOTAM search.

FDC NOTAMs: What They Are and What They Cover



Definition and Purpose

FDC NOTAMs are issued by the FAA's Flight Data Center and primarily concern temporary regulations,
procedural changes, and advisories related to navigation, approach procedures, or airspace
restrictions. The 'FDC' stands for "Flight Data Center," emphasizing their role in disseminating
regulatory or procedural updates.

Content of FDC NOTAMs
These notices typically include:

- Temporary flight restrictions (TFRs), such as security zones or special event restrictions.

- New or amended instrument approach procedures or departure procedures.

- Airspace restrictions or modifications due to military activity, special events, or emergency
situations.

- Temporary changes to airway routing or altitude assignments.

- Regulatory notices affecting flight operations, such as temporary altitude or speed restrictions.

Characteristics

- Publication Frequency: Issued as needed, often in response to temporary regulatory or procedural
requirements.

- Format: Similar to NOTAM (D), but focused on operational procedures and regulations.

- Scope: Encompasses regulatory and procedural information rather than physical infrastructure.

- Accessibility: Also available through FAA sources and online NOTAM systems.

Distinguishing Between NOTAM (D) and FDC NOTAMs

| Aspect | NOTAM (D) | FDC NOTAM s |

I I | |

| Primary Focus | Physical infrastructure, navigational aids, airports | Procedures, regulations,
temporary restrictions |

| Scope | Facilities and services within the U.S. | Temporary regulations affecting flight operations |
| Issuance | Routine updates; ongoing status | Event or situation-driven, often regulatory |

| Examples | Runway closures, lighting outages | Temporary flight restrictions, new approach
procedures |

How These Notices Impact Flight Planning and Operations

Both Current NOTAM (D) and FDC NOTAMs are integral to safe and efficient flight operations. Pilots
and dispatchers rely on these notices to:

- Verify the operational status of navigational aids.

- Adjust routes or procedures based on temporary restrictions.
- Anticipate airport closures or hazards.

- Comply with temporary regulations or restrictions.



Failure to review current notices can lead to operational hazards, legal violations, or compromised
safety.

Accessing and Interpreting NOTAMs
How to Access NTAP Information

- FAA’s NOTAM Search Tools: Online portals and apps provide real-time access to both NOTAM (D) and
FDC NOTAMs.

- Flight Planning Software: Many electronic flight bag (EFB) systems integrate NOTAM data for
convenience.

- Official Publications: The NTAP is published regularly and can be accessed via FAA websites, printed
materials, or aviation information services.

Reading and Understanding Notices

Given the standardized abbreviations and codes, pilots should familiarize themselves with NOTAM
language. Key steps include:

- I[dentify the type of notice: (D or FDC).

- Check the effective date and time.

- Understand the location or facility involved.

- Interpret the specific details: Using abbreviation guides and charts.
- Assess the impact on your flight plan.

Importance of Staying Updated

Because aviation is dynamic, conditions can change rapidly. Regularly reviewing the NTAP ensures
that pilots are aware of:

- Last-minute closures or hazards.
- Newly issued procedures.
- Regulatory changes that could affect route or procedure choices.

Adopting a routine of checking the NTAP before each flight helps maintain safety and compliance.

Summary: What You Need to Know

- The NTAP is the authoritative source for current notices affecting the U.S. airspace.

- It contains Current NOTAM (D), which report physical and infrastructure-related changes.

- It also includes FDC NOTAMs, which provide regulatory and procedural updates.

- Both types of notices are essential for safe flight planning and operation.

- Accessing and interpreting these notices accurately is a vital skill for all aviation professionals.



Final Thoughts

In the complex world of aviation, information is key. The Notices To Airmen Publication (NTAP), with
its detailed and timely notices, acts as a navigational beacon guiding pilots safely through the ever-
changing skies. By understanding the contents of Current NOTAM (D) and FDC NOTAMs, and knowing
how to access and interpret this vital information, aviation professionals can ensure compliance,
safety, and operational efficiency in every flight.

Remember: Always verify your NOTAMs before flight, and stay informed about the latest updates to
navigate the skies safely and confidently.
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