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ANALYZING AN ARGUMENT IS A FUNDAMENTAL SKILL IN CRITICAL THINKING, ESSENTIAL FOR EVALUATING THE STRENGTH AND
VALIDITY OF VARIOUS CLAIMS ENCOUNTERED IN ACADEMIC, PROFESSIONAL, AND EVERYDAY CONTEXTS. ONE OF THE CRUCIAL
FIRST STEPS IN THIS PROCESS IS TO EXAMINE THE AUTHOR'S PURPOSE AND AUDIENCE, AS THESE ELEMENTS SIGNIFICANTLY
INFLUENCE HOW THE ARGUMENT IS CONSTRUCTED, PRESENTED, AND ULTIMATELY UNDERSTOOD. IN THIS ARTICLE, WE WILL
EXPLORE IN DETAIL WHY UNDERSTANDING THE AUTHOR'S INTENT AND TARGET READERSHIP IS VITAL FOR EFFECTIVE ARGUMENT
ANALYSIS, AND HOW TO APPROACH THIS TASK SYSTEMATICALLY.

UNDERSTANDING THE IMPORTANCE OF AUTHOR'S PURPOSE AND AUDIENCE

\WHY Does THE AUTHOR'S PURPOSE MATTER?

THE PURPOSE OF AN AUTHOR REFERS TO THE REASON WHY THEY HAVE WRITTEN A PARTICULAR PIECE. IT COULD BE TO INFORM,
PERSUADE, ENTERTAIN, OR A COMBINATION OF THESE. RECOGNIZING THE AUTHOR'S PURPOSE HELPS YOU INTERPRET THE
ARGUMENT CORRECTLY AND ASSESS ITS EFFECTIVENESS.

- INFORMATIVE PURPOSE: THE AUTHOR AIMS TO PRESENT FACTS, DATA, OR EXPLANATIONS TO INCREASE THE READER'S
KNOWLEDGE.

- PERSUASIVE PURPOSE: THE GOAL IS TO CONVINCE THE READER TO ACCEPT A CERTAIN VIEWPOINT OR TAKE ACTION.

- ENTERTAINING PURPOSE: THE INTENT IS TO AMUSE OR ENGAGE THE READER, SOMETIMES USING HUMOR, STORYTELLING, OR
CREATIVE LANGUAGE.

BY IDENTIFYING THE PURPOSE, YOU CAN BETTER UNDERSTAND THE TONE, LANGUAGE, AND STRATEGIES USED IN THE ARGUMENT.
For EXAMPLE, AN ARTICLE MEANT TO PERSUADE MIGHT RELY HEAVILY ON EMOTIONAL APPEALS AND RHETORICAL DEVICES,
WHEREAS AN INFORMATIONAL PIECE MIGHT FOCUS ON EVIDENCE AND LOGICAL REASONING.

\WHY DoEs THE AUDIENCE MATTER?

THE AUDIENCE SHAPES HOW THE ARGUMENT IS FRAMED AND WHAT EVIDENCE IS INCLUDED. DIFFERENT AUDIENCES HAVE VARYING
LEVELS OF PRIOR KNOWLEDGE, BELIEFS, VALUES, AND EXPECTATIONS.

- TARGETED DEMOGRAPHICS: AGE/ EDUCATION LEVEL, CULTURAL BACKGROUND, AND PROFESSION INFLUENCE THE LANGUAGE AND
REFERENCES USED.

- PRE-EXISTING ATTITUDES: IF THE AUDIENCE ALREADY HOLDS CERTAIN BELIEFS, THE AUTHOR MIGHT TAILOR ARGUMENTS TO
REINFORCE OR CHALLENGE THEM.

- ExPECTATIONS AND NEEDS: UNDERSTANDING WHAT THE AUDIENCE CARES ABOUT HELPS YOU SEE WHY CERTAIN POINTS ARE
EMPHASIZED AND OTHERS OMITTED.

RECOGNIZING THE AUDIENCE ALLOWS YOU TO EVALUATE WHETHER THE ARGUMENT IS APPROPRIATELY TAILORED AND WHETHER
IT ADDRESSES POTENTIAL COUNTERARGUMENTS OR MISCONCEPTIONS.



How To EXAMINE THE AUTHOR'S PURPOSE

TO ANALYZE AN ARGUMENT EFFECTIVELY, START BY ASKING SPECIFIC QUESTIONS ABOUT THE AUTHOR'S GOALS.

QUESTIONS To CONSIDER:

1. WHAT IS THE MAIN CLAIM OR THESIS OF THE ARGUMENT?

2. DOES THE AUTHOR EXPLICITLY STATE THEIR PURPOSE, OR MUST IT BE INFERRED?

3. WHAT STRATEGIES DOES THE AUTHOR USE TO ACHIEVE THEIR PURPOSE?

4. ARE THERE PARTICULAR RHETORICAL DEVICES OR LANGUAGE CHOICES THAT REVEAL THE PURPOSE?

5. DOES THE TONE SUGGEST AN INTENT TO PERSUADE, INFORM, ENTERTAIN, OR A COMBINATION?

ExAMPLE: IF AN ARTICLE USES EMOTIONAL LANGUAGE AND CALLS FOR ACTION, IT LIKELY AIMS TO PERSUADE. CONVERSELY, IFIT
PRESENTS DATA AND NEUTRAL LANGUAGE, IT PROBABLY SEEKS TO INFORM.

IDENTIFYING THE PURPOSE IN PRACTICE

- LoOK FOR EXPLICIT STATEMENTS: PHRASES LIKE “THIS ESSAY AIMS TO DEMONSTRATE...” OR ”\W/E SEEK TO INFORM READERS
ABOUT...” CAN CLARIFY INTENT.

- EXAMINE THE CONTENT FOCUS: IS THE ARTICLE EMPHASIZING FACTS AND EVIDENCE, OR IS IT APPEALING TO FEELINGS?

- ANALYZE THE CONCLUSION: DOES IT URGE A SPECIFIC ACTION OR SUMMARIZE INFORMATION NEUTRALLY?

How To ASSESS THE INTENDED AUDIENCE

UNDERSTANDING WHO THE AUTHOR ADDRESSES HELPS CONTEXTUALIZE THE ARGUMENT AND EVALUATE ITS APPROPRIATENESS
AND EFFECTIVENESS.

STRATEGIES FOR AUDIENCE ANALYSIS:

® REVIEW THE LANGUAGE AND TONE: FORMAL LANGUAGE SUGGESTS AN ACADEMIC OR PROFESSIONAL AUDIENCE; CASUAL
LANGUAGE INDICATES A GENERAL READERSHIP.

® |DENTIFY REFERENCES AND EXAMPLES: TECHNICAL JARGON OR SPECIALIZED EXAMPLES POINT TO AN INFORMED OR EXPERT
AUDIENCE.

o CONSIDER THE PUBLICATION OR PLATFORM: ACADEMIC JOURNALS, NEWSPAPERS, BLOGS, AND SOCIAL MEDIA HAVE
DIFFERENT TARGET AUDIENCES.

¢ NOTE CULTURAL AND CONTEXTUAL CUES: CULTURAL REFERENCES, IDIOMS, OR REGIONAL LANGUAGE CAN REVEAL THE
INTENDED DEMOGRAPHIC.



QUESTIONS TO GUIDE AUDIENCE |IDENTIFICATION:

1. WHAT ASSUMPTIONS DOES THE AUTHOR MAKE ABOUT THE READER’S PRIOR KNOWLEDGE?
2. ARE THERE SPECIFIC VALUES OR BELIEFS THAT SEEM TO BE ADDRESSED OR CHALLENGED?

3. DOES THE LANGUAGE CATER TO EXPERTS, POLICYMAKERS, STUDENTS, OR THE GENERAL PUBLIC?

INTEGRATING PURPOSE AND AUDIENCE ANALYSIS INTO ARGUMENT
EVALUATION

ONCE YOU UNDERSTAND THE AUTHOR'S PURPOSE AND AUDIENCE, YOU CAN INTERPRET THE ARGUMENT MORE ACCURATELY AND
EVALUATE ITS STRENGTHS AND WEAKNESSES.

STEPS TO INCORPORATE THIS ANALYSIS:

1. IDENTIFY THE MAIN CLAIM AND SUPPORTING EVIDENCE: CONSIDER WHETHER THESE ALIGN WITH THE PURPOSE AND
AUDIENCE.

2. EVALUATE THE RHETORICAL STRATEGIES USED: ARE THEY SUITABLE FOR THE INTENDED AUDIENCE AND PURPOSE?
3. ASSESS THE TONE AND LANGUAGE; DO THEY SERVE THE AUTHOR'S GOALS EFFECTIVELY?

4. DETECT POTENTIAL BIASES OR ASSUMPTIONS: THESE MAY BE INFLUENCED BY THE AUTHOR'S PERSPECTIVE OR INTENDED
READERSHIP.

5. DETERMINE THE EFFECTIVENESS: DOES THE ARGUMENT SUCCEED IN ACHIEVING ITS PURPOSE FOR ITS AUDIENCE?

PrRACTICAL TIPS FOR ANALYZING AN ARGUMENT BASED ON PURPOSE AND
AUDIENCE

- READ ACTIVELY AND CRITICALLY: ANNOTATE THE TEXT, NOTING PHRASES THAT REVEAL INTENT OR TARGETED READERSHIP.
- RESEARCH THE PUBLICATION OR AUTHOR: UNDERSTANDING THEIR BACKGROUND CAN PROVIDE CLUES ABOUT PURPOSE AND
AUDIENCE.

- COMPARE SIMILAR TEXTS: ANALYZING MULTIPLE PIECES ON THE SAME TOPIC CAN HIGHLIGHT DIFFERENCES IN PURPOSE AND
AUDIENCE TARGETING.

- ASK YOURSELF: “\WHO IS THIS FOR? WHY WAS IT WRITTEN? W/HAT DOES THE AUTHOR WANT ME TO THINK OR DOP”

CONCLUSION

ANALYZING AN ARGUMENT BEGINS WITH UNDERSTANDING THE AUTHOR'S PURPOSE AND AUDIENCE—KEY FACTORS THAT
INFLUENCE HOW ARGUMENTS ARE CONSTRUCTED AND HOW THEY SHOULD BE INTERPRETED. BY SYSTEMATICALLY EXAMINING



THESE ELEMENTS, YOU CAN BETTER GRASP THE INTENT BEHIND THE ARGUMENT, EVALUATE ITS EFFECTIVENESS, AND DEVELOP
CRITICAL INSIGHTS. THIS APPROACH ENHANCES YOUR OVERALL ANALYTICAL SKILLS, ENABLING YOU TO NAVIGATE COMPLEX
TEXTS, RECOGNIZE PERSUASIVE TACTICS, AND MAKE INFORMED JUDGMENTS ABOUT THE VALIDITY AND RELEVANCE OF VARIOUS
CLAIMS.

REMEMBER, EFFECTIVE ARGUMENT ANALYSIS IS NOT JUST ABOUT IDENTIFYING WHAT IS SAID BUT ALSO ABOUT UNDERSTANDING
WHY IT IS SAID AND FOR WHOM. MASTERING THIS ASPECT OF CRITICAL READING WILL SIGNIFICANTLY IMPROVE YOUR ABILITY TO
ENGAGE THOUGHTFULLY WITH DIVERSE TEXTS AND VIEWPOINTS.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

WHY IS EXAMINING THE AUTHOR’'S PURPOSE IMPORTANT WHEN ANALYZING AN
ARGUMENT?

EXAMINING THE AUTHOR'S PURPOSE HELPS YOU UNDERSTAND THE MAIN INTENT BEHIND THE ARGUMENT, WHICH CLARIFIES THE
MESSAGE THEY ARE TRYING TO CONVEY AND THE BIASES OR PERSPECTIVES INFLUENCING THEIR REASONING.

How DOES IDENTIFYING THE TARGET AUDIENCE INFLUENCE OUR ANALYSIS OF AN
ARGUMENT?

KNOWING THE AUDIENCE ALLOWS YOU TO SEE HOW THE AUTHOR TAILORS THEIR LANGUAGE AND EVIDENCE TO PERSUADE THAT
SPECIFIC GROUP, REVEALING POTENTIAL BIASES AND THE EFFECTIVENESS OF THEIR ARGUMENT.

WHAT STRATEGIES CAN YOU USE TO DETERMINE THE AUTHOR’'S PURPOSE IN AN
ARGUMENT?

STRATEGIES INCLUDE ANALYZING THE TONE, EXAMINING THE MAIN CLAIMS AND EVIDENCE, AND LOOKING FOR CLUES IN THE
INTRODUCTION AND CONCLUSION THAT REVEAL THE AUTHOR'S GOALS OR INTENTIONS.

IN WHAT WAYS DOES UNDERSTANDING THE AUDIENCE HELP IN EVALUATING THE
STRENGTH OF AN ARGUMENT?

(UNDERSTANDING THE AUDIENCE HELPS YOU ASSESS WHETHER THE ARGUMENT APPROPRIATELY ADDRESSES THEIR CONCERNS AND
VALUES, AND WHETHER THE EVIDENCE IS CONVINCING FOR THAT PARTICULAR GROUP.

CAN EXAMINING THE AUTHOR'S PURPOSE AND AUDIENCE REVEAL POTENTIAL BIASES IN AN
ARGUMENT?

YES, ANALYZING THESE ASPECTS CAN UNCOVER BIASES OR PARTIAL PERSPECTIVES THAT INFLUENCE THE ARGUMENT'S
OBJECTIVITY AND FAIRNESS, ALLOWING FOR A MORE CRITICAL EVALUATION.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

WHAT MusT You Do To ANALYZE AN ARGUMENT? A. EXAMINE THE AUTHOR'S PurPoSE AND AUDIENCE To FiGUrRe OUT
How

IN AN ERA WHERE INFORMATION BOMBARDS US FROM EVERY DIRECTION, THE ABILITY TO CRITICALLY ANALYZE ARGUMENTS HAS
BECOME MORE VITAL THAN EVER. WHETHER YOU'RE ENGAGING WITH A POLITICAL SPEECH, A SCHOLARLY ARTICLE, OR A
PERSUASIVE ADVERTISEMENT, UNDERSTANDING THE UNDERLYING PURPOSE AND TARGET AUDIENCE OF AN ARGUMENT HELPS YOU
EVALUATE ITS STRENGTH AND CREDIBILITY. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE CRUCIAL FIRST STEP IN ANALYZING AN ARGUMENT:



EXAMINING THE AUTHOR'S PURPOSE AND AUDIENCE. DOING SO NOT ONLY CLARIFIES THE INTENT BEHIND THE MESSAGE BUT ALSO
REVEALS HOW THE ARGUMENT IS TAILORED TO PERSUADE, INFORM, OR INFLUENCE SPECIFIC GROUPS. LET’S DELVE INTO WHY THIS
STEP MATTERS AND HOW YOU CAN MASTER IT TO BECOME A MORE DISCERNING READER AND THINKER.

UNDERSTANDING THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE AUTHOR’S PURPOSE

EVERY ARGUMENT IS CRAFTED WITH A SPECIFIC GOAL IN MIND. RECOGNIZING THE AUTHOR’S PURPOSE IS FOUNDATIONAL TO
UNDERSTANDING HOW AN ARGUMENT FUNCTIONS AND WHAT IT SEEKS TO ACHIEVE. | HE PURPOSE SHAPES THE TONE, EVIDENCE,
AND RHETORICAL STRATEGIES EMPLOYED AND GUIDES YOUR INTERPRETATION OF THE MESSAGE.

DEFINING THE AUTHOR’S PURPOSE

THE AUTHOR’S PURPOSE REFERS TO THE PRIMARY REASON BEHIND CREATING AN ARGUMENT OR MESSAGE. COMMON PURPOSES
INCLUDE:

- To PersUADE: CONVINCING THE AUDIENCE TO ADOPT A PARTICULAR BELIEF, ATTITUDE, OR ACTION.

- To INFORM: PROVIDING FACTUAL, UNBIASED INFORMATION TO INCREASE UNDERSTANDING.

- To ENTERTAIN: ENGAGING THE AUDIENCE THROUGH HUMOR, STORYTELLING, OR AESTHETIC APPEAL.

- To CRITICIZE OR SATIRIZE: HIGHLIGHTING FLAWS OR MOCKING CERTAIN IDEAS, OFTEN TO PROVOKE THOUGHT OR CHANGE
OPINIONS.

- To ADVOCATE: SUPPORTING A CAUSE OR MOVEMENT, OFTEN WITH EMOTIONAL APPEAL.

(UNDERSTANDING WHICH OF THESE PURPOSES DOMINATES HELPS YOU INTERPRET THE STRATEGIES USED AND EVALUATE THEIR
EFFECTIVENESS.

How To IDENTIFY THE PURPOSE

ANALYZING THE TEXT FOR CLUES CAN REVEAL THE AUTHOR’S INTENT:

- Look AT THE THeSIS orR MAIN CLAIM: WHAT IS THE CENTRAL POINT? IS IT TO CONVINCE, INFORM, OR ENTERTAIN?

- ExAMINE THE TONE AND LANGUAGE: FORMAL, NEUTRAL LANGUAGE SUGGESTS INFORMING; EMOTIONALLY CHARGED LANGUAGE
HINTS AT PERSUASION OR ADVOCACY.

- IDENTIFY THE EVIDENCE AND RHETORICAL DEVICES: USE OF STATISTICS AND FACTS OFTEN POINTS TO INFORMING; PERSUASIVE
APPEALS (ETHOS, PATHOS, LOGOS) INDICATE AN ATTEMPT TO INFLUENCE.

- CHECK FOR EXPLICIT STATEMENTS: SOMETIMES, AUTHORS EXPLICITLY STATE THEIR GOAL (“THIS ESSAY AIMS TO
DEMONSTRATE...”).

- ConsIDER THE CONTEXT: THE PUBLICATION, THE CURRENT EVENTS, OR THE AUTHOR’S BACKGROUND CAN PROVIDE HINTS
ABOUT THEIR PURPOSE.

WHY KNOWING THE PURPOSE MATTERS

RECOGNIZING THE PURPOSE ALLOWS YOU TO:

- AsSESS BIAS: AN AUTHOR WHOSE GOAL IS PERSUASION MAY SELECTIVELY INCLUDE EVIDENCE.

- EVALUATE EFFECTIVENESS: DETERMINE IF THE ARGUMENT SUCCESSFULLY FULFILLS ITS INTENT.

- IDENTIFY BIAS OR MANIPULATION: UUNDERSTAND IF EMOTIONAL APPEALS OR FALLACIES ARE USED TO SWAY WITHOUT LOGIC.
- FRAME YOUR RESPONSE: DECIDE WHETHER TO ACCEPT, QUESTION, OR CRITIQUE THE ARGUMENT BASED ON ITS GOAL.



UNDERSTANDING THE AUDIENCE

JUST AS A MESSAGE’S PURPOSE INFLUENCES ITS CONTENT, THE INTENDED AUDIENCE SHAPES HOW THAT MESSAGE IS CRAFTED.
ANALYZING THE AUDIENCE HELPS YOU UNDERSTAND THE STRATEGIES USED TO CONNECT AND PERSUADE THAT SPECIFIC GROUP.

\WHo |s THE AUDIENCE?

THE AUDIENCE CAN BE BROAD OR SPECIFIC, AND IDENTIFYING IT INVOLVES CONSIDERING:

- DEMOGRAPHICS: AGE, GENDER, EDUCATION LEVEL, CULTURAL BACKGROUND.

- VALUES AND BELIEFS: PoLITICAL IDEOLOGY, RELIGIOUS BELIEFS, SOCIAL VALUES.

- KNOWLEDGE LEVEL: EXPERT OR LAYPERSON; TECHNICAL OR GENERAL AUDIENCE.

- SITUATIONAL CONTEXT: THE SETTING IN WHICH THE ARGUMENT IS PRESENTED—FORMAL DEBATE, CASUAL BLOG, POLICY
PAPER.

TooLs To IDENTIFY THE AUDIENCE

- LANGUAGE AND TONE: FORMAL LANGUAGE MIGHT TARGET PROFESSIONALS,; COLLOQUIAL LANGUAGE MAY APPEAL TO THE
GENERAL PUBLIC.

- REFERENCES AND ExAMPLES: CULTURAL REFERENCES OR JARGON TAILORED TO A PARTICULAR GROUP.

- PUBLICATION SOURCE: A SCIENTIFIC JOURNAL SUGGESTS AN ACADEMIC AUDIENCE; A SOCIAL MEDIA POST AIMS AT A BROAD,
POSSIBLY LESS SPECIALIZED GROUP.

- ARGUMENT STRUCTURE: HOW INFORMATION IS ORDERED AND EMPHASIZED CAN INDICATE THE AUDIENCE’S PRESUMED KNOWLEDGE
AND INTERESTS.

\W/HY AUDIENCE ANALYSIS MATTERS

(UNDERSTANDING THE INTENDED AUDIENCE ENABLES YOU TO:

- PREDICT THE PERSUASIVE STRATEGIES: FOR EXAMPLE, APPEALS TO EMOTION ARE COMMON IN CAMPAIGNS TARGETING VOTERS.
- IDENTIFY POTENTIAL BIASES OR LIMITATIONS: AN ARGUMENT AIMED AT A SPECIFIC GROUP MIGHT IGNORE COUNTERARGUMENTS
OR ALTERNATIVE PERSPECTIVES.

- ASSESS THE ARGUMENT’S RELEVANCE: W/HETHER IT RESONATES WITH YOUR PERSPECTIVE OR IS TAILORED TO PERSUADE A
DIFFERENT DEMOGRAPHIC.

- DeveLor CriTiIcAL QUESTIONS: SUCH AS “IS THIS ARGUMENT FAIR FOR THE INTENDED AUDIENCE?” OR “ARE THE APPEALS
APPROPRIATE?”

CoMBINING PURPOSE AND AUDIENCE FOR DEEPER ANALYSIS

W/HILE EXAMINING PURPOSE AND AUDIENCE INDIVIDUALLY PROVIDES USEFUL INSIGHTS, THEIR COMBINED ANALYSIS OFFERS A
COMPREHENSIVE UNDERSTANDING OF AN ARGUMENT’S DESIGN AND EFFECTIVENESS.

CASE STuDY APPROACH

TAKE/ FOR EXAMPLE, A POLITICAL CAMPAIGN AD. |TS PURPOSE MIGHT BE TO PERSUADE VOTERS TO SUPPORT A CANDIDATE, AND
ITS TARGET AUDIENCE COULD BE UNDECIDED OR SWING VOTERS. THE AD MIGHT USE EMOTIONAL APPEALS, PATRIOTIC IMAGERY,
OR PERSONAL STORIES TO RESONATE WITH THIS AUDIENCE’S VALUES AND CONCERNS. RECOGNIZING THIS HELPS YOU SEE WHY



CERTAIN MESSAGES ARE EMPHASIZED AND WHY OTHERS ARE AVOIDED.

IMPLICATIONS FOR CRITICAL THINKING

- SPOTTING MANIPULATION: KNOWING THE PURPOSE AND AUDIENCE HELPS YOU RECOGNIZE WHEN AN ARGUMENT IS USING
FALLACIES OR EMOTIONAL MANIPULATION.

- EVALUATING CREDIBILITY: AN ARGUMENT AIMED AT PROMOTING A PRODUCT TO A TARGET DEMOGRAPHIC MIGHT BE BIASED OR
OMIT IMPORTANT INFORMATION.

- FORMULATING COUNTERARGUMENTS: UNDERSTANDING THE INTENDED AUDIENCE ALLOWS YOU TO CRAFT RESPONSES THAT
ADDRESS THEIR SPECIFIC CONCERNS OR MISCONCEPTIONS.

PRACTICAL STEPS TO ANALYZE AN ARGUMENT’S PURPOSE AND AUDIENCE

TO SYSTEMATICALLY EXAMINE THESE ASPECTS, CONSIDER THE FOLLOWING STEPS!

1. ReEAD CAREFULLY: IDENTIFY THE MAIN CLAIM AND SUPPORTING POINTS.

2. NOTE THE LANGUAGE AND STYLE: FORMAL, INFORMAL, EMOTIONAL, TECHNICAL?

3. IDENTIFY EXPLICIT STATEMENTS: LOOK FOR STATEMENTS ABOUT INTENT.

4. ReseARCH CONTEXT: KNOW THE PUBLICATION, AUTHOR BACKGROUND, AND SITUATIONAL FACTORS.

5. ANALYZE THE EVIDENCE: IS IT AIMED AT INFORMING, PERSUADING, ENTERT AINING?

6. ConsIDER AUDIENCE CLUES: WHO WOULD MOST BENEFIT OR BE PERSUADED BY THIS ARGUMENT?

7. REFLECT ON THE EFFECTIVENESS: DOES THE MESSAGE SEEM TAILORED TO ACHIEVE ITS PURPOSE WITH ITS INTENDED AUDIENCE?

BY APPLYING THESE STEPS CONSISTENTLY, YOU DEVELOP A NUANCED UNDERSTANDING OF HOW AN ARGUMENT IS CONSTRUCTED
AND HOW IT FUNCTIONS WITHIN ITS SPECIFIC CONTEXT.

ConNcrusioN: THE Power oF PURPOSE AND AUDIENCE ANALYSIS

ANALYZING AN ARGUMENT BEGINS WITH UNDERSTANDING WHY IT WAS MADE AND FOR WHOM. EXAMINING THE AUTHOR’S PURPOSE
REVEALS WHAT THE MESSAGE AIMS TO ACCOMPLISH—BE IT PERSUASION, INFORMATION, ENTERTAINMENT, OR ADVOCACY.
SIMULTANEOUSLY, UNDERSTANDING THE INTENDED AUDIENCE SHEDS LIGHT ON HOW THE MESSAGE IS TAILORED TO RESONATE,
PERSUADE, OR INFORM THAT SPECIFIC GROUP.

MASTERING THIS FOUNDATIONAL STEP ENHANCES YOUR CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS, MAKING YOU LESS SUSCEPTIBLE TO
MANIPULATION AND MORE ADEPT AT ENGAGING WITH VARIOUS FORMS OF COMMUNICATION. W/HETHER YOU’RE DISSECTING A
POLITICAL SPEECH, EVALUATING AN EDITORIAL, OR READING A SCIENTIFIC ARTICLE, PAYING CLOSE ATTENTION TO PURPOSE AND
AUDIENCE OFFERS INVALUABLE INSIGHTS INTO THE ARGUMENT’S STRENGTHS, WEAKNESSES, AND OVERALL INTENT. IN A WORLD
FLOODED WITH INFORMATION, THIS ANALYTICAL LENS IS ESSENTIAL FOR NAVIGATING THE COMPLEX LANDSCAPE OF MODERN
DISCOURSE WITH CLARITY AND CONFIDENCE.
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