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When Cassie Starts To Tell Uncle Hammer About Mr. Simms, Big Ma Tries To
Distract Both Of Them So That she can prevent a potentially dangerous
situation from escalating. This moment, depicted in the novel Roll of
Thunder, Hear My Cry by Mildred D. Taylor, is a pivotal scene that highlights
themes of racial tension, family loyalty, and protective instincts.
Understanding the context and significance of this event offers valuable
insights into the characters' dynamics and the broader social issues
addressed in the story.

Context of the Scene in Roll of Thunder, Hear
My Cry

The Setting and Background

The scene unfolds in the segregated South during the 1930s, a period marked
by deep racial divides and systemic inequality. The Logan family, to which
Cassie belongs, is a proud African American family striving to maintain
dignity and independence amidst oppressive circumstances. Uncle Hammer, a
strong and outspoken man, often confronts injustices head-on, sometimes
risking danger to uphold his principles.

Mr. Simm's character is associated with a troubling incident involving racial
injustice, which leads Cassie to feel compelled to share her concerns with
Uncle Hammer. Her intention is to seek guidance or support, but the situation
quickly becomes tense.

The Inciting Incident

Cassie, being young and somewhat naive, initially believes that sharing her
observations about Mr. Simm’s behavior will help Uncle Hammer understand the
severity of the situation. However, the conversation risks provoking conflict
or revealing dangerous truths that could put the family in jeopardy.



Big Ma’'s Protective Role and Distracting
Tactics

Why Big Ma Intervenes

Big Ma, the family matriarch, is a figure of wisdom and strength. Her primary
concern is the safety and well-being of her family, especially her
grandchildren. When she perceives that Cassie’s conversation with Uncle
Hammer might lead to trouble, she takes immediate action to prevent
escalation.

Big Ma’'s instinct to distract serves as a protective measure. Given the
social climate of racial hostility, any unwarranted conflict with figures
like Mr. Simm could have dangerous consequences, including violence or social
ostracism.

Methods of Distraction

Big Ma employs several tactics to divert attention from the sensitive topic:

e Changing the Subject: She swiftly shifts the conversation to a neutral
topic, perhaps about chores or family matters.

e Engaging the Children: She might focus Cassie’s attention on other
children or activities, diverting her from speaking further.

e Physical Distraction: Big Ma might gently steer Uncle Hammer away or
create a distraction in the environment to break the flow of dialogue.

These tactics are subtle yet effective, allowing her to keep the situation
from escalating while maintaining her authority and calm demeanor.

Significance of Big Ma’'s Intervention

Protecting the Family

Big Ma’'s quick thinking underscores her role as the protector of her family.
Her actions are motivated by a desire to shield her loved ones from
potentially harmful repercussions, especially in a society where racial
tensions could turn violent unexpectedly.



Highlighting Family Dynamics

This scene reveals the generational differences in handling racial injustice.
Cassie’s youthful innocence contrasts with Big Ma’'s seasoned wisdom and
cautious approach. Uncle Hammer, more militant and outspoken, often finds
himself at odds with the cautious strategies of Big Ma, setting up a dynamic
that explores different ways of confronting injustice.

IlTlustrating Racial Tensions and Social Hierarchies

By intervening, Big Ma also subtly demonstrates the power imbalance inherent
in the society. Her efforts to distract Uncle Hammer and Cassie reflect the
societal pressures to keep racial issues under wraps or to avoid provoking
conflict with white authorities like Mr. Simm.

Lessons and Themes Highlighted by the Scene

Protection and Caution in Racially Segregated
Societies

Big Ma's actions exemplify the importance of caution and strategic thinking
when confronting racial injustice. While speaking out is vital, sometimes
survival depends on discretion and timing.

Family Loyalty and Support

The scene emphasizes the importance of family unity. Big Ma’'s protective
distraction ensures that the family remains safe and cohesive in the face of
external threats.

Generational Perspectives on Justice

The differing approaches of Big Ma, Uncle Hammer, and Cassie reflect broader
themes of how different generations perceive and respond to racial
oppression. Big Ma’'s cautiousness complements Uncle Hammer'’s assertiveness
and Cassie’s innocent desire for justice.



Implications for Readers and Modern Relevance

Understanding Historical Context

This scene provides readers with a lens into the complexities of navigating
racial injustice during the Jim Crow era. It highlights the importance of
strategic action and the protective instincts that guide families in hostile
environments.

Lessons for Contemporary Society

While the setting is historical, the themes remain relevant today. Issues of
racial discrimination, social justice, and the importance of family support
continue to resonate. The scene encourages readers to consider how best to
balance speaking out against injustice with ensuring safety.

Encouraging Empathy and Awareness

Through Big Ma’s actions, readers learn about the importance of empathy,
wisdom, and protective instincts. It underscores the idea that sometimes,
safequarding loved ones requires tact and discretion, especially when facing
systemic oppression.

Conclusion

When Cassie starts to tell Uncle Hammer about Mr. Simm, Big Ma’'s quick and
thoughtful distraction exemplifies her protective instincts and strategic
thinking. Her actions serve as a reminder of the complexities faced by
families confronting racial injustice and highlight the importance of wisdom,
caution, and unity. This scene not only advances the plot but also offers
profound lessons about resilience, family loyalty, and the nuanced ways
individuals navigate societal challenges. Understanding this moment enriches
our appreciation of the characters’ development and the enduring themes of
Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry.

Frequently Asked Questions

What prompts Cassie to start discussing Mr. Simms
with Uncle Hammer?

Cassie begins to talk about Mr. Simms after witnessing his unfair treatment



of her family, feeling the need to share her concerns with Uncle Hammer.

How does Big Ma attempt to distract Cassie and Uncle
Hammer during their conversation?

Big Ma tries to divert their attention by changing the subject or engaging
them in other chores to prevent the discussion about Mr. Simms from
escalating.

Why does Big Ma feel it's important to distract
Cassie and Uncle Hammer?

Big Ma wants to protect her family from further conflict or trouble that
might arise from discussing Mr. Simms and hopes to maintain peace at that
moment.

What does Big Ma’'s distraction reveal about her
feelings towards the situation with Mr. Simms?

It shows that Big Ma is cautious and perhaps worried about causing more
problems, preferring to keep the peace rather than confront the issue
directly.

How does the distraction impact Cassie and Uncle
Hammer’s ability to discuss Mr. Simms openly?

The distraction prevents them from having an honest and detailed
conversation, possibly delaying important discussions about justice and
fairness.

In what ways does Big Ma's intervention reflect her
protective nature?

Big Ma’'s attempt to distract them highlights her desire to shield her family
from harm or conflict, prioritizing their safety and peace over airing
grievances publicly.

Does Big Ma's distraction succeed in stopping the
conversation about Mr. Simms?

Yes, her distraction effectively shifts their focus away from Mr. Simms
momentarily, preventing immediate confrontation or discussion.

What might happen if Big Ma hadn’t distracted Cassie



and Uncle Hammer during this moment?

Without her intervention, Cassie and Uncle Hammer might have had a more open
and possibly heated discussion about Mr. Simms, which could have led to
further conflict or action.

Additional Resources

When Cassie Starts To Tell Uncle Hammer About Mr. Simms, Big Ma Tries To
Distract Both Of Them So That

Introduction

In the richly layered narrative of Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, the pivotal
moment when Cassie begins to confide in Uncle Hammer about Mr. Simms marks a
significant turning point in the story’s exploration of racial injustice,
family bonds, and the struggle for dignity. This scene encapsulates the
tension between honesty and self-preservation, as well as the protective
instincts of Big Ma, who seeks to shield her family from further harm amidst
the turbulent racial landscape of 1930s Mississippi.

This investigative article delves into the nuanced dynamics of this scene,
analyzing the motivations of each character, the social context that
influences their actions, and the broader themes of communication,
distraction, and resilience. Through a detailed examination, we aim to
understand how this moment reflects the complex interplay of personal courage
and societal pressure, and how it advances the novel's overarching message.

The Context: Setting the Stage for Confrontation
Historical and Social Background

The story takes place in the Deep South during the Great Depression era, a
period marked by systemic racism, economic hardship, and social
stratification. The Logan family, central to the narrative, faces daily
threats and discrimination, exemplified by Mr. Simms, a white landowner and
antagonist who embodies the oppressive racial hierarchy.

The Incident

Cassie, the protagonist, witnesses the unjust treatment of her family and
community members, fueling her desire to speak out. Her relationship with
Uncle Hammer—a strong, outspoken advocate for justice—emboldens her to
confront the realities of racial injustice openly. The impending conversation
about Mr. Simms is not merely about an individual but signifies a
confrontation with the systemic oppression that pervades their lives.



The Significance of Cassie Starting to Tell Uncle Hammer About Mr. Simms
Cassie’s Growing Awareness

At this point in the narrative, Cassie begins to grasp the extent of racial
injustice and recognizes Uncle Hammer’'s role as a moral compass. Her decision
to confide in him about Mr. Simms reveals her increasing awareness and desire
for justice, despite the risks involved.

The Power Dynamics of Disclosure

Sharing sensitive information about Mr. Simms is fraught with danger. It
signifies a shift from cautious silence to active resistance. For Cassie,
this step is crucial in developing her identity as a young girl aware of
societal wrongs and willing to challenge them.

Implications for the Plot

This moment acts as a catalyst, propelling the story toward conflict and
highlighting themes of bravery, truth, and the importance of standing up
against injustice—even when it’s uncomfortable or dangerous.

Big Ma’'s Role: The Protective Distraction
Big Ma's Character and Protective Instincts

Big Ma, the matriarch of the Logan family, embodies wisdom, resilience, and
maternal protection. Her instinct to distract Cassie and Uncle Hammer during
this critical conversation underscores her understanding of the peril
involved in confronting Mr. Simms directly.

The Distraction Tactics

Big Ma employs various distraction techniques to divert the attention of
Cassie and Uncle Hammer, including:

- Initiating unrelated conversations about household chores or family
matters.

- Redirecting their focus to immediate concerns, such as supper preparations
or errands.

- Using subtle cues or physical gestures to steer their attention away from
sensitive topics.

Rationale Behind the Distraction

Big Ma's tactics are motivated by her desire to:



- Prevent Cassie and Uncle Hammer from provoking Mr. Simms or escalating
tensions.

- Protect them from potential retaliation or violence.

- Maintain a semblance of peace within the fragile social order.

The Implicit Message

Her actions reveal an understanding that direct confrontation with racial
injustice, especially involving white authority figures, can be perilous. The
distraction is a strategic choice to preserve safety and stability.

Analyzing the Dynamics: Why Does Big Ma Distract Them?
Protection Versus Suppression

Big Ma’'s distraction can be viewed as a form of protective suppression-she
recognizes the importance of honesty but prioritizes safety over immediate
truth-telling. This reflects a broader societal pattern where marginalized
communities often suppress vocal dissent to avoid repercussions.

The Power of Distraction in Social Contexts
Distraction serves as a social tool in various contexts, including:

- Conflict avoidance: Steering conversations away from contentious topics.
- Safety measures: Preventing escalation of tensions that could lead to
violence.

- Maintaining social order: Upholding the status quo to protect vulnerable
individuals.

In the novel, Big Ma's distraction exemplifies these strategies, highlighting
her wisdom in navigating an oppressive environment.

Thematic Exploration: Honesty, Silence, and Resistance
The Dilemma of Speaking Out

Cassie’s inclination to reveal the truth about Mr. Simms underscores a
recurring theme: the tension between honesty and silence in the face of
injustice. Her desire to speak is balanced against the risks of retaliation,
intimidation, or violence.

Big Ma's Distraction as a Form of Resistance
While seemingly passive, Big Ma's act of distraction is a subtle form of

resistance. It reflects an understanding that sometimes, survival requires
strategic silence or distraction, especially when confronting entrenched



power structures.
The Broader Message
The scene illustrates that resistance is multifaceted. It can involve direct

confrontation or strategic concealment, both of which are necessary tools for
marginalized communities fighting for justice.

Impact on Character Development and Narrative Arc

Cassie’s Maturation

This scene marks a moment of growth for Cassie, as she begins to comprehend
the complexities of activism and safety. Her recognition of the need for
caution alongside truth-telling signifies her evolving maturity.

Uncle Hammer’s Role

Uncle Hammer’s interactions with Cassie emphasize the importance of moral
strength and advocacy. His presence encourages her to stand firm, even if
temporarily concealed through distraction.

Big Ma’'s Wisdom

Big Ma’'s actions exemplify maternal wisdom and strategic thinking,
reinforcing her role as a guiding force within the family.

Broader Literary and Cultural Significance
Symbolism of Distraction

The act of distraction in literature often symbolizes the broader societal
tendency to avoid confronting uncomfortable truths. In Roll of Thunder, it
mirrors the real-world need for communities to navigate dangerous social
terrains carefully.

Reflection of Historical Realities
Historically, many marginalized groups employed tactics like distraction,
silence, or subtle resistance to survive systemic oppression. The novel

reflects these realities, giving voice to the nuanced ways communities resist
and endure.

Conclusion



When Cassie Starts To Tell Uncle Hammer About Mr. Simms, Big Ma Tries To
Distract Both Of Them So That signifies a critical intersection of truth,
protection, and strategy within the narrative. Big Ma’s distraction
underscores the importance of safeguarding family members from immediate harm
while highlighting the complex choices faced by those resisting injustice.

This scene exemplifies the delicate balance between speaking out and
survival-a theme that resonates deeply in the context of racial oppression
and social hierarchy. It invites readers to consider the many forms
resistance can take, and the vital role of wisdom and protection in the
ongoing struggle for dignity and justice.

In the broader scope of the novel, this moment encapsulates the resilience of
the Logan family and their community, illustrating that sometimes, the
bravest act is not just speaking out, but knowing when to listen, when to
speak, and when to hold back for the greater good.
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