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Old World monkeys are a fascinating group of primates known for their diverse habitats,
complex social behaviors, and evolutionary history. When considering the question: Where
are Old World monkeys found? the answer is primarily rooted in their geographic
distribution across different continents. Among the options provided—Africa and Northern
Europe, Mexico and South America—the correct and most accurate answer is Africa and
parts of Asia. However, to fully understand their distribution, it’s important to explore their
natural habitats, evolutionary background, and the specific regions where these primates
thrive.

In this article, we'll delve into the geographic range of Old World monkeys, their habitat
preferences, and the key factors that influence their distribution. We will also clarify
common misconceptions, such as the mistaken association with Europe or the New World,
and provide detailed insights into their presence across Africa and Asia.

---

Understanding Old World Monkeys: An Overview

What Are Old World Monkeys?
Old World monkeys belong to the family Cercopithecidae, which includes many species
characterized by their adapted features for terrestrial living, complex social systems, and
diverse diets. They are distinguished from New World monkeys by several physical and
behavioral traits, including:

- Nasal Structure: Narrower nostrils that face downward.
- Tails: Typically lack prehensile tails; some have non-prehensile tails.
- Dental Formula: Usually have a dental formula of 2.1.2.3, similar across species.
- Locomotion: Adapted for both arboreal (tree-dwelling) and terrestrial movement.

Evolutionary Background
Old World monkeys evolved approximately 20-25 million years ago in Africa. Their
evolutionary lineage is closely related to apes, including humans, with which they share
many genetic and anatomical features. The evolutionary history indicates a significant
presence in Africa, with subsequent dispersal into parts of Asia.



---

Geographic Distribution of Old World Monkeys

Primary Regions: Africa and Asia
The vast majority of Old World monkeys are native to Africa and Asia, with their distribution
covering a wide range of habitats, from savannas and forests to mountainous regions.
These primates are notably absent from the Americas and Europe, which are home to
different primate groups.

Africa:
Africa is the continent with the richest diversity of Old World monkeys. Notable species and
their habitats include:

- Baboons (Papio spp.): Found across sub-Saharan Africa, especially in savanna and
grassland regions.
- Vervet Monkeys (Chlorocebus pygerythrus): Widespread in East and Southern Africa.
- Geladas (Theropithecus gelada): Endemic to the Ethiopian Highlands.
- Guereza (Colobus guereza): Forested regions of Central and East Africa.

Asia:
Old World monkeys are also prevalent in parts of Asia, particularly in South and Southeast
Asia. Key species include:

- Macaca spp. (e.g., Rhesus macaque, Macaca mulatta): Found in India, Sri Lanka, China,
and Southeast Asia.
- Snub-nosed monkeys (Rhinopithecus spp.): Mountain forests in China and northern
Myanmar.
- Proboscis monkeys (Nasalis larvatus): Found along Borneo and the Malay Peninsula.

Regions Where Old World Monkeys Are Not Found
Despite their widespread presence in Africa and Asia, Old World monkeys are notably
absent from:

- Europe: No native Old World monkey species inhabit Europe.
- The Americas: Monkeys in the New World (e.g., howler monkeys, capuchins) belong to a
different family (Cebidae) and are not related to Old World monkeys.
- Australia: No native primates; only introduced species like the rhesus macaque exist in
some areas.

---



Habitat Preferences and Adaptations

Habitats Where Old World Monkeys Thrive
Old World monkeys occupy a variety of habitats, demonstrating their adaptability:

- Savannas and Grasslands: Many species, such as baboons, thrive in open and semi-arid
environments.
- Forests: Both tropical rainforests and montane forests host species like colobus monkeys
and langurs.
- Mountainous Regions: Some species, including the Tibetan macaque, are adapted to
higher altitudes.

Adaptations for Survival
Their physical and behavioral adaptations facilitate survival across diverse environments:

- Dietary Flexibility: Omnivorous diets including fruits, leaves, seeds, insects, and small
animals.
- Social Structures: Large, complex groups for protection and socialization.
- Locomotion: A combination of quadrupedal walking, leaping, and climbing.

---

Summary: Where Are Old World Monkeys Found?
Based on the distribution and habitat preferences, the correct answer to the question is:

- Africa and Asia

Old World monkeys are predominantly found in Africa and parts of Asia, with no natural
populations in Europe or the Americas. Their presence in Africa is extensive, covering sub-
Saharan regions, while in Asia, they are mainly found in South, Southeast, and East Asia.

---

Common Species of Old World Monkeys and Their
Distribution

Baboons (Papio spp.): Sub-Saharan Africa, with some species in the Arabian1.
Peninsula.

Rhesus macaques (Macaca mulatta): India, China, and Southeast Asia.2.



Golden snub-nosed monkey (Rhinopithecus roxellana): Mountain forests of3.
China.

Proboscis monkey (Nasalis larvatus): Borneo and the Malay Peninsula.4.

Guereza or black-and-white colobus (Colobus guereza): Central and East5.
African forests.

---

Conclusion
Old World monkeys are an integral part of the primate family, with a distribution primarily
across Africa and Asia. Their adaptation to a range of environments has allowed them to
thrive in diverse habitats, from savannas to mountain forests. Understanding their
geographic range enhances our appreciation of primate biodiversity and the importance of
conserving their natural habitats.

In summary:
- Correct Group of Answer Choices: Africa and Northern Europe (though more precisely
Africa and Asia)
- Main Distribution: Africa and parts of Asia
- Not Found In: Europe (except in captivity or introduced populations), the Americas, or
Australia

By conserving their habitats in Africa and Asia, we ensure the survival of these remarkable
primates for future generations to study and admire.

---

Note: The mention of "Northern Europe" in the options is misleading since Old World
monkeys are not native to Europe, but they are found in parts of Asia, which sometimes
might be confused with the broader geographic context.

Frequently Asked Questions

Where are Old World monkeys primarily found?
Old World monkeys are primarily found in Africa and parts of Asia.

Are Old World monkeys found in Europe?
No, Old World monkeys are not native to Europe; they are mainly found in Africa and Asia.



Do Old World monkeys live in Mexico?
No, Old World monkeys are not native to Mexico; they are found in Africa and parts of Asia.

What regions are home to Old World monkeys?
Old World monkeys are found in Africa and Asia, including countries like Kenya, Tanzania,
India, and Sri Lanka.

Are Old World monkeys found in Northern Europe?
No, Old World monkeys are not found in Northern Europe; their range is mainly in Africa
and Asia.

Which continents do Old World monkeys inhabit?
Old World monkeys inhabit Africa and Asia.

Why are Old World monkeys not found in Mexico?
Because their natural habitat is limited to Africa and parts of Asia, and they are not native
to the Americas.

Are New World monkeys found in Mexico?
Yes, New World monkeys are found in Mexico, but Old World monkeys are not.

Additional Resources
Where Are Old World Monkeys Found?

Old World monkeys are a fascinating group of primates that have captivated scientists
and animal enthusiasts alike for centuries. These primates are distinguished from their New
World counterparts by several anatomical, behavioral, and ecological traits. Their
distribution, habitats, and evolutionary history reveal a complex picture of adaptation and
migration across the Old World continents. This article explores the geographical range of
Old World monkeys, focusing on whether they are primarily found in Africa and northern
regions, Mexico, or South America, clarifying misconceptions and providing an in-depth
understanding of their distribution.

---

Introduction to Old World Monkeys

Before delving into their geographical distribution, it’s essential to understand what defines
Old World monkeys (family Cercopithecidae) and how they differ from other primates.



These monkeys are predominantly terrestrial or arboreal, with a range of dietary
adaptations, social structures, and physical traits that have enabled them to thrive in
diverse environments.

Key characteristics of Old World monkeys include:

- Physical traits: Nostril openings that are close together and facing downward, more
complex molar teeth suited for a varied diet, and often, the presence of a tail that is not
prehensile.
- Behavioral traits: Complex social systems, territoriality, and often diurnal activity patterns.
- Habitat preferences: They inhabit open forests, grasslands, savannas, and mountainous
regions.

Understanding their evolutionary history and current distribution requires a look into their
origins and migration patterns, which primarily trace back to Africa.

---

Geographical Distribution of Old World Monkeys

The distribution of Old World monkeys is predominantly centered in Africa and parts of Asia.
Unlike New World monkeys, which are found in Central and South America, Old World
monkeys have a more Eurasian and African-centered range. This section examines the key
regions where they are found, addressing the options of Africa and northern Europe,
Mexico, and South America.

Old World Monkeys in Africa

Africa is undoubtedly the primary homeland for Old World monkeys. The continent's diverse
ecosystems—ranging from tropical rainforests and savannas to deserts and mountainous
regions—have provided suitable habitats for a wide variety of species.

Major species and regions in Africa include:

- Baboons (Papio spp.): Widespread across sub-Saharan Africa, from open plains to rocky
terrains.
- Vervet monkeys (Chlorocebus pygerythrus): Common in eastern and southern Africa,
especially in savannas and woodlands.
- Colobus monkeys (e.g., black-and-white colobus): Found in forested regions of central and
western Africa.
- Mandrills (Mandrillus sphinx): Native to the rainforests of Central Africa.
- Geladas (Theropithecus gelada): Endemic to the Ethiopian highlands.

The African continent's varied climate zones and habitats have facilitated the evolution and
diversification of Old World monkeys. Their presence ranges from the Sahel zone in North
Africa—though less common there—to dense rainforests of Central Africa and the open
savannas of East Africa.



Evolutionary significance: Fossil evidence suggests that Old World monkeys originated in
Africa around 20-25 million years ago, during the Miocene epoch, and then migrated into
Asia.

Old World Monkeys in Asia

While Africa is their primary origin point, Old World monkeys also inhabit parts of Asia, with
significant species and populations.

Main Asian regions where Old World monkeys are found include:

- South Asia: India, Sri Lanka, and Bangladesh host species like the rhesus macaque
(Macaca mulatta), toque macaque, and bonnet macaque.
- Southeast Asia: Countries such as Thailand, Malaysia, and Indonesia are home to macaque
species like the crab-eating macaque (Macaca fascicularis) and pig-tailed macaque.
- East Asia: Historically, species like the Japanese macaque (Macaca fuscata) are found in
Japan.

Habitat preferences in Asia: These monkeys often inhabit forests, mountain regions, and
urban areas, demonstrating adaptability to human-altered environments.

Migration and adaptation: The presence of Old World monkeys in Asia is a result of ancient
migration from Africa, facilitated by land bridges and continental connections during
geological periods.

Are Old World Monkeys Found in Northern Europe?

No, Old World monkeys are not native to northern Europe. Their distribution does not
extend into the temperate or Arctic zones of Europe. The climate and habitat types in
northern Europe are unsuitable for the sustenance of Old World monkey populations, which
prefer warmer, more tropical, or subtropical environments.

Historical vs. present distribution:

- Historical presence: There are no fossil records indicating that Old World monkeys ever
inhabited northern Europe.
- Current distribution: Their range is limited to Africa and Asia, with no natural populations
in Europe.

Any sightings in Europe are primarily due to zoo collections, research facilities, or
accidental introductions, not natural habitation.

Are Old World Monkeys Found in Mexico or South



America?

No, Old World monkeys are not native to Mexico or South America. Their natural
distribution does not include the Americas, which are home to New World monkeys
(families Cebidae and Atelidae).

Key differences between Old World and New World monkeys:

| Feature | Old World Monkeys | New World Monkeys |
|---------|---------------------|-------------------|
| Nostrils | Close together, facing downward | Wide apart, facing sideways |
| Tails | Usually non-prehensile | Many have prehensile tails (e.g., howler, capuchin) |
| Distribution | Africa and Asia | Central and South America |
| Dental formula | 2.1.2.3 | 2.1.3.3 or 2.1.3.2 |

Historical and evolutionary context:

- The divergence between Old World and New World monkeys occurred around 40 million
years ago, with each group evolving independently on their respective continents.
- The absence of Old World monkeys in the Americas is due to geographic barriers and
evolutionary divergence.

Implication for Mexico and South America:

- The primates native to Mexico and South America are exclusively New World monkeys.
- Old World monkeys have historically been absent from these regions, except for human-
mediated introductions or captivity.

---

Summary of Distribution Patterns

Based on current scientific understanding, the distribution of Old World monkeys is
primarily confined to:

- Africa: The birthplace and main habitat of Old World monkeys, with species spread across
various ecological zones.
- Asia: Especially South and Southeast Asia, where numerous species have adapted to
diverse environments.

They are not naturally found in northern Europe or the Americas, including Mexico and
South America. The reason lies in their evolutionary history, ecological preferences, and
geographic barriers that prevented natural migration into these regions.

---



Implications of Distribution for Conservation and
Research

Understanding the geographical distribution of Old World monkeys is crucial for
conservation efforts. Many species face threats from habitat destruction, hunting, and the
illegal pet trade, especially in Africa and Asia.

Conservation considerations:

- Habitat preservation: Protecting forests and savannas in Africa and Asia is vital for
maintaining diverse Old World monkey populations.
- Captive breeding programs: Since some species are endangered, zoos and research
institutions play roles in their conservation.
- Research on migration and evolution: Studying their distribution patterns provides insights
into primate evolution and biogeography.

Research challenges and opportunities:

- The distinct geographical separation from New World monkeys offers opportunities to
study convergent evolution and adaptive traits.
- Understanding their habitats helps in designing effective conservation policies tailored to
regional needs.

---

Conclusion

In sum, Old World monkeys are primarily found in Africa and parts of Asia, with their natural
range extending across diverse habitats from the savannas of Africa to the forests of South
and Southeast Asia. Their absence from northern Europe and the Americas reflects their
evolutionary history and ecological preferences. Recognizing these distribution patterns
enriches our understanding of primate diversity and underscores the importance of
targeted conservation strategies.

The correct answer, based on the options provided, is:

- Africa And Northern Europe: Partially correct in Africa, but not in northern Europe.
- Mexico And South: Incorrect; they are not found in Mexico or South America naturally.

Therefore, the most accurate choice, considering the geographical context, is Africa and
Asia, with Africa being the core region.
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