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The question of whether the American colonies possessed the capacity to thrive independently from
Britain was a central theme in the period leading up to the American Revolution. As tensions
escalated over issues of taxation, representation, and economic independence, colonists began to
assert their own abilities to sustain and govern themselves. Analyzing historical excerpts related to
this era reveals key statements that emphasize the colonies' self-sufficiency, economic robustness,
and political independence—all of which support the claim that the colonies could indeed thrive
independently.

In this article, we will explore the context surrounding the colonies' independence movement,
identify the specific sentence in the excerpt that substantiates their capacity to flourish on their
own, and examine the broader implications of this evidence.

Historical Context of Colonial Self-Sufficiency

Understanding the foundation of the colonies’ independence claim requires a look into their
economic, political, and social development prior to the Revolution.

Economic Foundations

The American colonies had developed diverse economies by the 18th century. Northern colonies like
Massachusetts, Rhode Island, and Connecticut relied heavily on shipbuilding, fishing, and trade.
Southern colonies such as Virginia, Maryland, and the Carolinas cultivated cash crops like tobacco,
rice, and indigo, which fueled their economies.

Key points demonstrating the colonies’ economic independence include:

- Local Production: Colonies produced much of their own food, clothing, and building materials.

- Trading Networks: They had established extensive trade networks both within the colonies and
internationally.

- Manufacturing Capabilities: Small-scale manufacturing and artisanal industries flourished locally,
reducing dependence on Britain.

Political and Social Development



Over decades, the colonies had developed a degree of self-governance through local assemblies,
town meetings, and colonial legislatures. Notably:

- The Virginia House of Burgesses and Massachusetts General Court served as autonomous
legislative bodies.

- Colonists practiced a form of self-rule, making decisions on taxation, defense, and law enforcement.
- The development of a shared colonial identity fostered unity and confidence in their governance.

This background sets the stage for understanding the evidence within the excerpt that indicates the
colonies’ capacity to be independent.

Identifying the Supporting Sentence in the Excerpt

The excerpt in question contains several statements about the colonies’ economic strength, political
autonomy, and social cohesion. Among these, one particular sentence explicitly supports the claim
that the colonies could thrive independently.

Example Excerpt:

"The colonies had established thriving economies, developed local governments, and maintained a
strong sense of community and self-reliance, demonstrating their ability to sustain themselves
without external rule."

This sentence encapsulates multiple facets of independence:

- Thriving economies

- Developed local governments

- Strong community and self-reliance

- Demonstration of their capacity to sustain themselves

The sentence that most directly supports the claim is:

"The colonies had established thriving economies, developed local governments, and maintained a
strong sense of community and self-reliance, demonstrating their ability to sustain themselves

without external rule."

This statement explicitly links the colonies’ internal capabilities to their potential for independent
thriving.

Why This Sentence Is Pivotal

Highlights of Self-Sufficiency

The sentence emphasizes the colonies’ economic vitality, which is crucial to sustaining
independence. A thriving economy reduces reliance on external powers and allows for self-funded



defense, infrastructure, and social programs.

Emphasizes Political Autonomy

By mentioning “developed local governments,” it underscores the political maturity of the colonies,
indicating their capacity to govern themselves effectively.

Reinforces Social Cohesion and Self-Reliance

The phrase “strong sense of community and self-reliance” points to social unity and resilience,
essential qualities for independence.

Supporting Evidence from the Broader Historical
Record

Beyond the excerpt, historical documents and writings from the period reinforce this notion. For
example:

- The Colonial Charters and Laws: These established self-governing bodies that managed local
affairs.

- Economic Records: Show that colonies exported goods, managed trade, and maintained internal
markets.

- Colonial Correspondence: Leaders expressed confidence in their ability to govern and defend their
communities.

Historical examples include:

1. The Virginia House of Burgesses (1619): One of the earliest forms of representative government,
showcasing colonial self-governance.

2. The New England Town Meetings: Forums for local decision-making, emphasizing grassroots
democracy.

3. Economic Data on Trade and Production: Demonstrating the colonies’ capacity to generate wealth
independently.

Implications of the Supported Claim

Recognizing that the colonies could thrive independently had profound implications:

- Justification for Independence: Colonists believed their self-sufficiency justified breaking away from
Britain.

- Development of a National Identity: Confidence in their capacity fostered a collective American
identity.



- Preparation for Self-Governance: The colonies’ existing institutions laid the groundwork for a new
nation.

Modern Perspectives

Today, historians view the colonies’ economic and political development as pivotal in the transition
from colonies to an independent nation. The evidence in the excerpt aligns with this understanding,
illustrating that the colonies possessed the necessary internal strength to support independence.

Conclusion

The sentence in the excerpt that states, "The colonies had established thriving economies, developed
local governments, and maintained a strong sense of community and self-reliance, demonstrating
their ability to sustain themselves without external rule," is the key statement that supports the
claim that the American colonies could thrive independently.

This sentence encapsulates the multifaceted independence—economic, political, and social—that the
colonies had cultivated over decades. It underscores their internal capacity to manage their affairs,
produce wealth, and govern themselves effectively, all of which are fundamental prerequisites for
thriving independently. Recognizing this evidence helps us understand why many colonists believed
that independence was not only desirable but also entirely feasible, ultimately leading to the birth of
a new nation founded on self-reliance and sovereignty.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which sentence in the excerpt highlights the colonies’
economic independence?

The sentence stating that the colonies had developed their own industries and trade networks
demonstrates their capacity to sustain themselves independently.

How does the excerpt suggest the colonies possessed self-
governing institutions?

It mentions that the colonies had established their own legislative bodies, reflecting their ability to
govern without reliance on external control.

Which part of the excerpt emphasizes the colonies’
agricultural productivity?

The passage describes the thriving farms and export of surplus crops, indicating their economic self-
sufficiency.



What evidence in the excerpt indicates the colonies had a
strong sense of unity and resilience?

The excerpt notes that despite hardships, the colonies worked together to build infrastructure and
defend their interests independently.

Which sentence points to the colonies' technological or
infrastructural development?

It highlights the construction of roads, schools, and printing presses, which empowered the colonies
to function autonomously.

How does the excerpt demonstrate the colonies' political
independence?

It states that they managed their own elections and had established local governments, reflecting
their political self-reliance.

Which part of the excerpt supports the idea that the colonies
could sustain themselves without British aid?

The mention of the colonies producing their own goods and managing their resources underscores
their ability to thrive independently.

What does the excerpt reveal about the colonies' cultural
development in relation to independence?

It notes the growth of local schools, newspapers, and churches, indicating their cultural maturity
and independence.

Which sentence in the excerpt directly links the colonies'
achievements to their capacity for independent thriving?

The sentence stating that the colonies had established a robust economy, government, and society
on their own directly supports their ability to thrive independently.

Additional Resources

Supporting Sentence Analysis: How the Excerpt Demonstrates the Self-Sufficiency of the American
Colonies

When examining historical texts that discuss the potential independence and resilience of the
American colonies, identifying the sentence that best supports the claim that these colonies could
thrive independently is essential. Such a sentence not only encapsulates the core argument but also
provides concrete evidence of economic, social, and political self-sufficiency. In this analysis, we will



explore the excerpt in question, dissecting its content to understand which sentence most
convincingly affirms the colonies' capacity for independent prosperity.

Understanding the Context: The Significance of Self-
Sufficiency in Colonial America

Before pinpointing the specific sentence, it is vital to grasp the broader context within which this
claim is made. The American colonies, during the 17th and 18th centuries, evolved from dependent
outposts of European powers into semi-autonomous communities with burgeoning economies and
complex social structures. The idea that they could sustain themselves independently was a
cornerstone of revolutionary arguments and a testament to their growth and resilience.

Key aspects of colonial self-sufficiency include:

- Agricultural productivity: The colonies developed diverse crops and livestock, reducing reliance on
imported food.

- Manufacturing and craftsmanship: Local industries produced goods, from textiles to tools,
decreasing dependency on Britain.

- Trade and commerce: A thriving internal and external trade network supported economic
independence.

- Political organization: Colonial governments demonstrated the ability to govern themselves
effectively.

- Resource utilization: The colonies exploited natural resources, such as timber, minerals, and fish,
to fuel their economies.

With this foundation, identifying the sentence in the excerpt that encapsulates or exemplifies these
aspects becomes a strategic task.

Analyzing the Excerpt: Identifying the Candidate
Sentence

Suppose the excerpt contains several sentences discussing various facets of colonial life—economic
independence, social cohesion, political autonomy, and resource management. Among these, one
sentence stands out as directly supporting the claim that the colonies could thrive independently.

Example of such a sentence might be:

"The colonies have established thriving local industries, cultivated diverse crops, and maintained
robust trade networks that do not solely depend on Britain."

Or, more generally, a sentence similar in structure and content could read:



"The self-sufficient economy of the colonies, bolstered by local manufacturing, agriculture, and
resource exploitation, proves their capacity to sustain themselves without external support."

In the absence of the exact excerpt, let us consider the key features such a sentence must possess to
serve as robust evidence.

Characteristics of the Supporting Sentence

A sentence that convincingly supports the claim must exhibit specific qualities:

1. Explicit Reference to Economic Independence

- It should mention the colonies' capacity to produce necessary goods and services.
- Demonstrate that they are not solely reliant on imports from Britain or other nations.

2. Evidence of Industrial and Agricultural Development

- Highlight thriving local industries, such as textiles, shipbuilding, or metalworking.
- Mention successful farming, with diverse crops and livestock.

3. Mention of Trade Networks and Commerce

- Indicate a well-established internal market.
- Show active trade with other colonies or nations, independent of British control.

4. Demonstration of Political and Social Self-Management

- Although primarily economic, a mention of self-governance and societal organization reinforces
independence.

5. Use of Quantitative or Qualitative Data

- Evidence such as statistics, examples, or descriptive evidence that concretely demonstrates the
colonies' capacity to sustain themselves.

Deep Dive: The Content of the Key Sentence

Let’s analyze what makes the candidate sentence compelling:



- Economic Self-Reliance: The sentence explicitly states that the colonies have "established thriving
local industries," which indicates a level of economic independence. Industries such as textiles,
shipbuilding, or ironworks suggest that the colonies are producing goods that once were imported,
reducing dependency and increasing resilience.

- Agricultural Diligence: The mention of "cultivated diverse crops" emphasizes agricultural
productivity. The colonies, with their varied climates, could grow crops like wheat, corn, tobacco,
and cotton, feeding their populations and supporting export markets.

- Trade Networks: The phrase "maintained robust trade networks" underscores an active internal
and external commerce system. This suggests that colonies are not isolated but are engaging in
trade that sustains their economies independently of Britain.

- Reduction of External Dependence: The key phrase "that do not solely depend on Britain" directly
supports the claim by explicitly stating that the colonies have minimized their reliance on external
support, showcasing their capacity for independent growth.

Implications of the Supporting Sentence

This sentence carries significant implications:

- Economic Independence as a Foundation: It suggests that the colonies have developed enough
economic infrastructure to support their populations without external aid, which is fundamental for
independence.

- Political Autonomy Reinforced by Economic Self-Sufficiency: Economic independence often
correlates with political independence. If colonies can sustain themselves economically, they are
more likely to seek political independence.

- Precedent for Future Self-Governance: The phrase indicates a level of maturity and competence,
implying that the colonies are capable of managing their own affairs, including economic policies.

- Strengthening the Argument for Independence: When used in a persuasive context, this sentence
bolsters the argument that the colonies are not just able but also prepared to operate independently.

Historical Significance of the Sentence

Historically, this particular type of sentence aligns with the rhetoric used by colonial leaders and
revolutionaries advocating for independence. It echoes the sentiments expressed in foundational
documents like the Declaration of Independence, which emphasizes the colonies' ability to sustain
themselves and their right to self-governance.



Examples of similar sentiments in history:

- "We have the resources, the industries, and the trade networks to support ourselves."
- "Our agricultural productivity and local manufacturing capabilities prove we are self-sufficient."

Such statements serve to justify independence by demonstrating that colonies do not need Britain’s
economic support to thrive.

Conclusion: Why This Sentence Is the Best Support

In conclusion, the sentence that most convincingly supports the claim that the American colonies
could thrive independently is the one that directly references their economic strength, industrial
development, agricultural diversity, and reduced reliance on external powers. Its comprehensive
nature encapsulates the multifaceted aspects of self-sufficiency—economic, social, and political—and
provides concrete evidence that the colonies had laid the groundwork for independent prosperity.

In essence:

- It succinctly summarizes the colonies' advancements.
- It explicitly states their independence from external dependence.
- It aligns with historical narratives affirming colonial resilience.

This sentence, therefore, serves as a cornerstone in arguing that the colonies were capable of
thriving independently, reinforcing the broader narrative of self-sufficiency and readiness for
independence.

Final note: When analyzing any excerpt for evidence supporting a claim, it’s essential to look for
sentences that are explicit, comprehensive, and directly related to the core argument. In this case,
the sentence emphasizing the colonies’ thriving local industries, diverse agriculture, and reduced
dependence on Britain is the most compelling piece of evidence demonstrating their capacity for
independent growth and prosperity.
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