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Introduction: Understanding the Dartboard and Its Wedges

A Dartboard Has 20 Equally Divided Wedges, And You Are Awarded The Number Of Points In The Section Your
dart lands in. This simple yet fundamental aspect of dart games forms the basis for understanding scoring,
strategy, and the mathematical principles behind the game. Dartboards are designed with precision, dividing their
circular surface into segments that influence gameplay significantly. Recognizing how these wedges function,
their scoring values, and their strategic importance can elevate a player's understanding and performance. In
this article, we will explore the structure of the dartboard, the significance of its 20 wedges, and the broader
mathematical and strategic considerations involved in dart scoring.

The Structure of a Standard Dartboard

Design and Composition

A standard dartboard is a circular surface divided into various scoring sections. The most widely used type,
the British Standard dartboard (also known as the "clock" or "steel-tip" dartboard), features specific zones:

The bullseye (inner bull), worth 50 points

The outer bull, worth 25 points

The scoring wedges, which are the focus of our discussion

The double and triple rings, which multiply the base score of a wedge

The 20 Equally Divided Wedges

Among these features, the 20 wedges are segments evenly spaced around the dartboard's circumference. Each
wedge spans an angle of 18°, since 360° divided by 20 equals 18°. These wedges are numbered from 1 to 20 and
are arranged in a specific sequence designed to balance difficulty and strategy.

The arrangement of the 20 wedges is standardized in the dart-playing world. The sequence of numbers around
the board, known as the "dartboard numbering," is deliberately arranged to penalize inaccurate throws and
reward strategic targeting. For example, high-value wedges like 20 are often surrounded by lower-value
wedges like 1 or 5, which influences gameplay tactics.

Scoring in the Wedges



Basic Scoring Mechanics

When you throw a dart and it lands within a particular wedge, the base score assigned corresponds to the
number of that wedge. For instance, if your dart lands in the wedge marked '17,' you earn 17 points. This
scoring is straightforward in theory but can be modified by the special rings:

Single area: The wedge's face value (e.g., 17 points).1.

Double ring: The score doubles (e.g., 34 points for wedge 17).2.

Triple ring: The score triples (e.g., 51 points for wedge 17).3.

Importance of Wedge Positioning

The position of the wedge on the dartboard influences strategy considerably. Targeting high-value wedges like
20, 19, or 18 can significantly boost scores, especially when aiming to finish a game with a precise total.
Conversely, aiming for lower-value wedges may be strategic during defensive play or when trying to minimize
your opponent's scoring opportunities.

Mathematical Principles Behind the Wedges

Angles and Geometry

The uniform division of the dartboard into 20 wedges means each wedge spans an equal 18° segment of the
circle. This geometric division ensures fairness and consistency in scoring. The specific placement and size of each
wedge are critical for both the game's fairness and the player's targeting strategies.

Knowing the angles can assist players in aiming more precisely, especially when using aiming aids or
understanding the layout for better throw accuracy.

Probability and Strategy

The distribution of wedges affects the probability of hitting a particular score. For example, if a player aims
at the 20 wedge, their chance of hitting it depends on their skill, the dart's accuracy, and the width of the
aiming area. The narrower the target, the lower the probability but higher the reward.

Statistically, players often focus on high-value wedges for scoring potential, but the risk of missing and
landing in lower-value or zero-score areas must also be considered. Strategic targeting involves balancing
risk and reward based on the game situation.

Common Strategies Based on Wedge Values

Targeting High-Value Wedges

Focus on wedges like 20, 19, and 18 to maximize scoring potential.

Use triples and doubles to multiply the points earned.



Employ aiming techniques to consistently hit these targets.

Defensive and Protective Play

Aim for lower-value wedges to avoid giving high scores to opponents.

Target specific areas to block opponent's scoring opportunities.

Strategically choose wedges based on game state and scoring needs.

Impact of Wedge Arrangement on Game Play

Number Arrangement and Its Rationale

The sequence of numbers around the board is not random. It is designed to penalize inaccurate throws by placing
high-value wedges adjacent to low-value wedges. For example, the high-value 20 is surrounded by 1 and 5,
making it less forgiving for misses.

This arrangement encourages skillful aiming and strategic thinking, as players must decide whether to aim
directly for a high-value wedge or play it safe by targeting lower-value areas.

Common Variations and Their Effects

While the standard 20-wedge layout remains the norm, some specialized or novelty dartboards may have
different arrangements, affecting strategies and scoring. Always verify the board's configuration before
gameplay.

Conclusion: Mastering the Wedges for Optimal Play

Understanding the structure and significance of the 20 equally divided wedges on a dartboard is fundamental
for any serious player. Recognizing how each wedge's position, value, and surrounding arrangement influence
scoring and strategy allows players to make informed decisions during gameplay. Whether aiming for high-value
wedges like 20 or employing defensive tactics, knowledge of the dartboard's geometry and scoring rules is
essential for improving performance and enjoying the game to its fullest. By mastering the principles behind the
wedges, players can enhance their accuracy, develop effective strategies, and ultimately, increase their chances
of victory in the game of darts.

Frequently Asked Questions

How is the scoring determined when you hit a section on a dartboard with



20 equally divided wedges?

The score is equal to the number of points assigned to that specific wedge where the dart lands, with each
wedge numbered from 1 to 20.

What happens if a dart lands exactly on the border between two segments
on a 20-wedge dartboard?

Typically, if a dart lands exactly on the border, it is considered to have hit the higher scoring segment, but
rules can vary depending on the game or house rules.

Can you score more than 20 points in a single throw on this dartboard?

No, since each wedge is numbered from 1 to 20, the maximum points you can earn in a single throw is 20, unless
you're hitting special areas like doubles or triples.

How does the 'double' or 'triple' scoring work on a dartboard with 20
wedges?

If you hit the double ring, your score for that wedge is doubled; if you hit the triple ring, it is tripled,
multiplying the number on that section accordingly.

What strategies can players use to maximize their points on a 20-wedge
dartboard?

Players often aim for the high-value wedges like 20, 19, or 18, and target the double or triple rings to
maximize their score, especially in games like '501' or 'Cricket.'

Is it possible to win a game by consistently hitting only the 20 wedge?

Yes, many players aim for the 20 segment to quickly reduce their score in games like '501,' especially when
aiming for high scores or finishing the game.

How do variations in dartboard design affect scoring in the 20-wedge
setup?

While the basic scoring remains the same, variations such as different colors, the inclusion of a bullseye, or
additional scoring zones can influence strategy and scoring options.

What are common rules for scoring when playing darts on a 20-wedge
dartboard in casual settings?

Most casual games award points based on where the dart lands, with the player earning the number of points in
that section; rules may vary, especially regarding border hits or doubles and triples.

How does aiming for specific wedges influence gameplay in darts?

Targeting specific wedges allows players to strategically reduce their opponent's score or maximize their own,
depending on the game’s rules and scoring strategies.



What is the significance of the 20 wedge in professional darts tournaments?

The 20 wedge is highly valued because it offers the highest single-score segment, and skilled players often aim
for it to finish games quickly or to maximize scoring opportunities.

Additional Resources
A Dartboard Has 20 Equally Divided Wedges, And You Are Awarded The Number Of Points In The Section Your

Dartboards are a quintessential part of both casual and competitive dart playing, offering a blend of skill,
precision, and strategy. Among the various types of dartboards available, the traditional circular board
divided into 20 equally spaced wedges stands out due to its unique scoring system and historical significance.
This setup, often associated with the classic game of darts, involves players aiming at specific sections to
accumulate points, with each wedge representing a distinct score value. In this comprehensive review, we will
explore the intricacies of a dartboard with 20 equally divided wedges, analyze its features, rules, and
gameplay strategies, and assess its suitability for different types of players.

---

Understanding the Structure of the Dartboard

Design and Layout

A standard dartboard with 20 equally divided wedges features a circular design segmented into 20 slices, each
representing a different point value, typically numbered from 1 to 20. These wedges are arranged in a specific
order to increase the difficulty and strategic depth of the game. The segments are separated by treble and
double rings, which multiply the base point value, adding layers of complexity and scoring opportunities.

Features:
- Circular shape divided into 20 equal wedges
- Numbered sections from 1 to 20, arranged in a fixed pattern
- Inner bullseye (50 points) and outer bullseye (25 points)
- Double ring (outermost ring) and treble ring (middle ring) for score multipliers
- Standard diameter around 17.75 inches (45 cm), suitable for various settings

Pros:
- Clear visual segmentation helps players aim accurately
- The fixed layout allows for strategic planning based on the known numbering pattern
- Widely recognized and used in official tournaments

Cons:
- The fixed pattern can become predictable for experienced players
- Requires precise aiming to hit specific segments, demanding skill and practice

Material and Construction

The quality of the dartboard heavily influences gameplay. Common materials include sisal fibers, bristle, or
electronic components in digital boards. Traditional bristle boards are preferred for their durability and feel,
allowing darts to embed securely.

Features:



- Sisal or bristle fibers for durability and self-healing properties
- Steel wiring to delineate segments
- Numbering plates that may be replaced for maintenance

Pros:
- Long-lasting with proper care
- Self-healing reduces puncture marks, maintaining a smooth playing surface

Cons:
- May be more expensive
- Requires maintenance to ensure wiring remains intact

---

Gameplay and Scoring Mechanics

Basic Rules

The core concept of a dart game involving a 20-wedge dartboard is that players aim to hit specific wedges to
accrue points, often with additional multipliers via the double and treble rings.

Typical gameplay:
- Players take turns throwing three darts per turn
- The score for each dart is determined by the section it hits
- The total score in each turn adds to the player's cumulative points
- The game continues until a predetermined score is reached or specific conditions are met

Scoring:
- Hitting a wedge awards points equal to its number (e.g., hitting the 20 wedge scores 20 points)
- Hitting the double ring doubles the wedge's points
- Hitting the treble ring triples the wedge's points
- Hitting the bullseye awards 50 points, and the outer bull awards 25 points

Pros:
- Simple to understand, making it accessible for beginners
- Multiple scoring options add strategic depth
- Encourages precision aiming at high-value wedges

Cons:
- Can be frustrating for beginners due to the precision required
- Variations in rules (e.g., cricket, 501) can complicate understanding for newcomers

Popular Variations

While the core mechanic involves scoring based on wedge hits, several popular game variations utilize this
layout:

- 501/301: Players start with a fixed score and aim to reach zero exactly.
- Cricket: Players aim to 'close' certain numbers (including 20) by hitting them a set number of times, adding a
layer of strategy.
- Around the World: Players aim to hit each wedge from 1 to 20 in order.

Each variation emphasizes different skills—accuracy, strategy, or speed—and the 20-wedge layout adapts



well to all.

---

Strategic Considerations in Playing a 20-Wedge Dartboard

Target Selection

Understanding which wedges to aim for is crucial in maximizing scoring potential and winning strategies.

- High-Value Targets: Wedges like 20, 19, and 18 are often prioritized due to their high point values.
- Double and Treble Rings: Targeting these enhances points significantly, especially for finishing games.
- Safety Play: Sometimes, players aim for safer sections to minimize error margins, especially when trying to
'close' numbers in cricket.

Skill Development

Mastering a 20-wedge dartboard requires:

- Precise aim to hit specific sections consistently
- Good control to hit treble and double rings accurately
- Mental focus to plan shots strategically based on game situation

Tips for players:
- Practice hitting treble 20 for high scoring
- Use consistent stance and grip
- Develop a mental routine to maintain focus

Common Challenges

- Hitting narrow rings like treble 20 consistently
- Avoiding 'bad throws' that land outside the target segments
- Managing pressure during crucial game moments

---

Advantages and Disadvantages of the 20-Wedge Layout

Advantages:
- Strategic Depth: Multiple scoring options and multipliers create engaging gameplay.
- Universal Recognition: Standard in tournaments, making skills transferable.
- Skill Development: Encourages precise aiming and control.

Disadvantages:
- Learning Curve: Beginners may find it difficult to hit specific wedges accurately.
- Predictability: Experienced players might anticipate strategies based on fixed numbering.
- Maintenance: Physical boards require upkeep to remain functional.



---

Choosing the Right Dartboard for Your Needs

Factors to Consider

- Material Quality: Higher-quality sisal boards last longer and provide better feel.
- Size and Mounting: Ensure the board fits your space and is mounted at regulation height (5 feet 8 inches from
the floor to the bullseye).
- Type of Dartboard: Decide between traditional bristle, electronic, or magnetic options based on your
preference.

Recommended Brands and Models

- Winmau Blade 5 Dual Core: Known for durability and excellent scoring surface.
- Viper Edition 4: Good entry-level bristle board.
- Electronic Boards (e.g., Aim Games): Suitable for casual play and features like scoring display.

---

Conclusion

A dartboard with 20 equally divided wedges offers a timeless, strategic, and skill-based gaming experience. Its
design fosters focused aiming, strategic shot selection, and competitive gameplay, making it popular among
enthusiasts worldwide. Whether you're a beginner eager to learn the basics or an experienced player honing
advanced techniques, understanding the layout and scoring mechanics of such a dartboard is essential for
improving your game. The combination of precise hardware, well-implemented rules, and strategic depth ensures
that playing on a 20-wedge dartboard remains a rewarding activity that can be enjoyed casually or
competitively for years to come.

In summary:
- The 20-wedge layout provides a rich platform for strategic play.
- Mastery requires skill, patience, and consistent practice.
- Proper equipment and maintenance enhance the overall experience.

Embracing the challenge of hitting specific wedges and leveraging scoring multipliers can elevate your dart
game, making each match engaging and rewarding. Whether for fun or serious competition, the classic 20-wedge
dartboard remains an enduring symbol of precision and skill in the world of darts.
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