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ALTHOUGH WINSTON BELIEVES THE PrOLES ARE THE ONLY MEaNS To OVERPOWER THE PARTY, WHY Does He NoT
BELIEVE

IN GEORGE ORWELL’S DYSTOPIAN NOVEL 1984, WINSTON SMITH, THE PROTAGONIST, GRAPPLES WITH THE OPPRESSIVE REGIME
OF BIG BROTHER AND THE PARTY. ONE OF HIS MOST COMPELLING CONVICTIONS IS THAT THE PROLETARIAT, OR PROLES— THE
VAST AND SEEMINGLY UNIMPORTANT WORKING CLASS— ARE THE ONLY POTENTIAL FORCE CAPABLE OF OVERTHROWING THE
PARTY’S TOTALITARIAN GRIP. DESPITE THIS BELIEF, W/ INSTON HARBORS DOUBTS ABOUT THEIR CAPACITY AND WILLINGNESS TO
DO SO. THIS COMPLEX CONTRADICTION REFLECTS BROADER THEMES OF POWER, HOPE, AND DISILLUSIONMENT THAT RUN
THROUGHOUT THE NOVEL. IN THIS ARTICLE, WE EXPLORE THE REASONS BEHIND W/INSTON’S BELIEF IN THE PROLES” POTENTIAL, AS
WELL AS THE FACTORS THAT CAUSE HIM TO DOUBT THEIR ABILITY TO ACT AS A CATALYST FOR REVOLUTION.

W INSTON’S BELIEF IN THE PROLES AS THE CATALYST FOR OVERTHROW

THe ProLES AS THE UNcCoNscious MAJORITY

W INSTON PERCEIVES THE PROLES AS THE “UNCONSCIOUS MAJORITY” OF SOCIETY— THE VAST SEGMENT OF THE POPULATION
THAT IS LARGELY IGNORED BY THE PARTY’S SURVEILLANCE AND CONTROL MECHANISMS. UNLIKE PARTY MEMBERS, WHO ARE
SUBJECTED TO CONSTANT MONITORING AND IDEOLOGICAL INDOCTRINATION, THE PROLES LIVE RELATIVELY FREE FROM SUCH
SCRUTINY.

o Size AND NUMBERS: THE PROLES CONSTITUTE APPROXIMATELY 859, OF THE POPULATION, MAKING THEM A POWERFUL
FORCE IF UNITED.

e POTENTIAL FOR CHANGE: W/INSTON BELIEVES THAT THEIR SHEER NUMBERS AND LACK OF IDEOLOGICAL COMMITMENT MAKE
THEM CAPABLE OF RISING UP IF A\ AKENED.

e NATURAL HUMANITY: THE PROLES RETAIN SOME SENSE OF HUMAN NATURE, EMOTION, AND INSTINCT, WHICH THE PARTY
SEEKS TO SUPPRESS IN PARTY MEMBERS.

THe PROLES’ IGNORANCE AS A SOURCE OF POWER

W/ INSTON THINKS THAT BECAUSE THE PROLES ARE KEPT IN IGNORANCE AND POVERTY, THEY ARE LESS SUSCEPTIBLE TO THE
PARTY’S IDEOLOGICAL CONTROL COMPARED TO PARTY MEMBERS. THIS IGNORANCE COULD MAKE THEM MORE WILLING TO REBEL IF
THEY BECOME AW ARE OF THEIR OPPRESSION.

® | IMITED INDOCTRINATION: THE PARTY’S PROPAGANDA TARGETS PARTY MEMBERS MORE INTENSELY, LEAVING THE PROLES
RELATIVELY UNBRAINW ASHED.

® POSSIBILITY OF AWAKENING: WINSTON HOPES THAT A SPARK OF AWARENESS COULD LEAD THEM TO QUESTION THEIR
SUBJUGATION.



HisTorIiCAL EVIDENCE OF PAST REVOLUTIONS

W/ INSTON REFLECTS ON THE HISTORY OF REVOLUTIONS, BELIEVING THAT THE MASSES HAVE THE CAPACITY TO OVERTHROW
OPPRESSIVE REGIMES WHEN THEY UNITE AGAINST THEIR RULERS.

1. ReVOLUTIONS OF THE PAST: THE FRENCH REVOLUTION, RUSSIAN REVOLUTION, AND OTHER HISTORICAL UPRISINGS
SHOW THE POWER OF THE MASSES.

2. REVOLUTIONARY POTENTIAL: WINSTON’S HOPE IS THAT THE PROLES COULD EMULATE THESE UPHEAVALS IF AW AKENED.

ReasoNs WHY WINSTON Does NoT FuULLY BELIEVE IN THE PROLES’ ABILITY
To REBEL

W/HILE W INSTON HOLDS HOPE THAT THE PROLES COULD OVERTHROW THE PARTY, SEVERAL FACTORS LEAD HIM TO DOUBT
THEIR EFFECTIVENESS OR WILLINGNESS TO DO SO.

THe ProLES’ LAck ofF PoLiTicAL CONSCIOUSNESS

DESPITE THEIR NUMBERS, \W/INSTON RECOGNIZES THAT THE PROLES LACK THE POLITICAL AWARENESS NECESSARY FOR ORGANIZED
REBELLION.

e ABSENCE OF IDEOLOGY: THE PROLES ARE INDIFFERENT TO POLITICAL IDEAS AND THE CONCEPTS OF FREEDOM OR
OPPRESSION.
e Focus oN SURVIVAL: THEIR PRIMARY CONCERN IS EVERYDAY SURVIVAL, NOT POLITICAL CHANGE.

® DISCONNECTION FROM POWER STRUCTURES: THEY ARE UNAWARE OF THEIR COLLECTIVE STRENGTH AND POTENTIAL.

THE INFLUENCE OF CULTURAL AND SoclAL FACTORS

THE PARTY’S MANIPULATION OF CULTURE AND SOCIAL NORMS DIMINISHES THE LIKELIHOOD OF THE PROLES RISING UP.
® DISTRUST AND APATHY: GENERATIONS HAVE BEEN CONDITIONED TO ACCEPT THEIR FATE, LEADING TO APATHY AND
DISTRUST OF ANY REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENT.

e FRAGMENTATION: THE PROLES ARE DIVIDED ALONG LINES OF AGE, GENDER, AND OCCUPATION, PREVENTING UNIFIED
ACTION.

® DISTRUST OF AUTHORITY: THE PROLES’ SKEPTICISM OF POLITICAL AUTHORITY MAKES ORGANIZED REBELLION DIFFICULT.



THE PARTY’s ConTrOL OVER THE PROLES® ENVIRONMENT

THE PARTY MAINTAINS CONTROL OVER THE PROLES THROUGH SUPERFICIAL ENTERTAINMENT, PROPAGANDA, AND LIMITED
SURVEILLANCE, MAKING REBELLION SEEM IMPROBABLE.

® DISTRACTION AND ENTERTAINMENT: THE PROLES ARE KEPT ENTERTAINED WITH TRIVIAL PURSUITS, REDUCING THEIR
A\ ARENESS OF OPPRESSION.

e | IMITED SURVEILLANCE: UNLIKE PARTY MEMBERS, THE PROLES ARE NOT CONSTANTLY WATCHED, BUT THIS ALSO MEANS
THEY LACK COORDINATION AND ORGANIZATION.

W/ INSTON’s PERSONAL DISILLUSIONMENT

W/ INSTON’S OWN DISILLUSIONMENT COLORS HIS BELIEF THAT THE PROLES MIGHT BE CAPABLE OF REVOLUTION.

e HisTorICAL CYNICISM: HE HAS SEEN THE FAILURE OF PREVIOUS REVOLUTIONS AND DOUBTS THAT THE PROLES WILL
ACT.

o FEAR OF REPRISAL: HE FEARS THAT ANY UPRISING WOULD BE CRUSHED SWIFTLY AND BRUTALLY, LEADING TO DESPAIR.

® PERSONAL HOPELESSNESS: HIS OWN SENSE OF FUTILITY DIMINISHES HIS CONFIDENCE IN THE COLLECTIVE POWER OF THE
PROLES.

SYMBOLIC SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PROLES IN 1984

THE PROLES SYMBOLIZE HOPE, HUMAN NATURE, AND THE POTENTIAL FOR CHANGE WITHIN THE NOVEL’S BLEAK UNIVERSE.
W/ INSTON’S BELIEF IN THEIR POWER REFLECTS HIS DESIRE FOR A FUTURE WHERE THE OPPRESSED CAN UNITE AND OVERTHROW
TYRANNY.

THE PROLES AS A METAPHOR

THE PROLES REPRESENT THE IDEA THAT EVEN IN THE MOST OPPRESSIVE REGIMES, THE MASSES HOLD THE SEED OF REBELLION.
THEIR IGNORANCE IS BOTH A WEAKNESS AND A POTENTIAL STRENGTH— IF AW AKENED, THEY COULD CHALLENGE THE PARTY’s
DOMINANCE.

THe LIMITATIONS oF HoPE

HO\X/EVER, ORWELL PORTRAYS THE PROLES AS LARGELY PASSIVE AND DISENGAGED, ILLUSTRATING THE DIFFICULTY OF
MOBILIZING THE MASSES WITHOUT AW ARENESS, EDUCATION, AND LEADERSHIP. W/ INSTON’S HOPE IS ULTIMATELY SYMBOLIC,
EMPHASIZING THE IMPORTANCE OF HUMAN SPIRIT AND RESILIENCE.



Concrusion; THe PARADOX OoF WINSTON’s BELIEF AND DOUBT

W/ INSTON’S CONVICTION THAT THE PROLES ARE THE ONLY MEANS TO OVERTHROW THE PARTY EMBODIES A CORE THEME OF
1984: THE TENSION BETWEEN HOPE AND DESPAIR. W/HILE HE BELIEVES IN THE PROLES” POTENTIAL DUE TO THEIR NUMBERS,
NATURAL INSTINCTS, AND HISTORICAL PRECEDENT, HE ALSO RECOGNIZES THEIR CURRENT DISORGANIZATION, IGNORANCE, AND
APATHY. HIS DOUBTS STEM FROM THE SYSTEMIC CONTROL EXERTED BY THE PARTY, THE SOCIAL AND CULTURAL CONDITIONING
OF THE PROLES/ AND HIS OWN PERSONAL DISILLUSIONMENT.

ULTIMATELY, W/ INSTON’S PERSPECTIVE REFLECTS A NUANCED UNDERSTANDING OF REVOLUTIONARY POTENTIAL. |T UNDERSCORES
THE IDEA THAT TRUE CHANGE REQUIRES NOT JUST NUMBERS, BUT AWARENESS, ORGANIZATION, AND A SHARED CONSCIOUSNESS
OF OPPRESSION. THE NOVEL SUGGESTS THAT WITHOUT THESE ELEMENTS, THE PROLES REMAIN A SYMBOL OF POTENTIAL RATHER
THAN A FORCE READY TO ACT. W/INSTON’S CONFLICTING BELIEFS SERVE AS A POIGNANT COMMENTARY ON THE NATURE OF
RESISTANCE UNDER TOTALITARIAN REGIMES AND THE ENDURING HOPE FOR HUMAN LIBERATION.

MeTA DESCRIPTION:
DiscoVver WHyY WINSTON IN 1984 BELIEVES THE PROLES ARE THE ONLY MEANS TO OVERTHROW THE PARTY, YET HARBORS
DOUBTS ABOUT THEIR CAPACITY. EXPLORE THE COMPLEX REASONS BEHIND HIS HOPE AND SKEPTICISM.

FREQUENTLY ASkeD QUESTIONS

\W/HY DOES W/INSTON BELIEVE THE PROLES ARE THE ONLY HOPE TO OVERTHROW THE
PARTY?

W/ INSTON BELIEVES THE PROLES ARE THE ONLY HOPE BECAUSE THEY MAKE UP THE MAJORITY OF THE POPULATION AND ARE LESS
CONTROLLED BY THE PARTY/ THUS POTENTIALLY CAPABLE OF UPRISING.

WHAT REASONS DOES WINSTON GIVE FOR HIS SKEPTICISM ABOUT THE PROLES' ABILITY
TO OVERTHROW THE PARTY?

\WINSTON DOUBTS THE PROLES’ ABILITY BECAUSE THEY ARE DISTRACTED BY TRIVIALITIES, LACK AWARENESS OF THEIR POWER,
AND ARE KEPT IN IGNORANCE AND APATHY BY THE PARTY.

How DoEs W/INSTON PERCEIVE THE PROLES’ POTENTIAL FOR REBELLION COMPARED TO
THE PARTY MEMBERS?

HE PERCEIVES THE PROLES AS MORE CAPABLE OF REBELLION DUE TO THEIR NUMBERS AND LACK OF STRICT IDEOLOGICAL CONTROL,
UNLIKE PARTY MEMBERS WHO ARE MORE INDOCTRINATED.

\W/HY DOES W/INSTON ULTIMATELY DOUBT THAT THE PROLES WILL RISE UP AGAINST
THE PARTY?

HE DOUBTS THEY WILL RISE BECAUSE THEY ARE TOO FRAGMENTED, CONTENT WITH THEIR SUPERFICIAL FREEDOMS, AND
MANIPULATED INTO COMPLACENCY BY THE PARTY.

IN WHAT WAYS DOES THE PARTY MAINTAIN THE PROLES’ IGNORANCE AND PASSIVITY,
ACCORDING TO WINSTON?

THE PARTY KEEPS THE PROLES UNEDUCATED AND DISTRACTED WITH TRIVIAL ENTERTAINMENT, ENSURING THEY REMAIN UNA\X ARE
OF THEIR POWER AND INCAPABLE OF ORGANIZED REBELLION.



Does WINSTON BELIEVE THAT THE PROLES ARE TRULY CAPABLE OF OVERTHROWING
THE PARTY? WHY OR WHY NOT?

NO, W/ INSTON DOES NOT BELIEVE THEY ARE TRULY CAPABLE BECAUSE THEIR LACK OF ORGANIZATION, AW ARENESS, AND THE
PARTY’'S SUPPRESSION OF THEIR CONSCIOUSNESS PREVENT ANY EFFECTIVE UPRISING.

WHAT IS WINSTON’S VIEW ON THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE PROLES’ POTENTIAL TO
OVERTHROW THE PARTY?

W/ INSTON SEES THEIR POTENTIAL AS SIGNIFICANT IN THEORY BUT DOUBTS THEIR WILLINGNESS OR ABILITY TO ACT ON THIS
POTENTIAL DUE TO THEIR IGNORANCE AND APATHY.

How Does W/INSTON'S PERCEPTION OF THE PROLES REFLECT HIS OVERALL VIEW OF
REBELLION AND REVOLUTION?

[T REFLECTS A PESSIMISTIC VIEW THAT GENUINE REBELLION IS UNLIKELY WITHOUT AW AKENING THE MASSES, AND THAT THE
PROLES’ POTENTIAL REMAINS UNREALIZED DUE TO MANIPULATION AND COMPLACENCY.

\WHY DOES WINSTON CHOOSE NOT TO FULLY TRUST THE PROLES AS A MEANS TO
OVERTHROW THE PARTY?

HE CHOOSES NOT TO TRUST THEM BECAUSE HE PERCEIVES THEM AS UNORGANIZED, EASILY DISTRACTED, AND LACKING THE
AW ARENESS NECESSARY FOR COORDINATED REBELLION.

WHAT DOES WINSTON’S BELIEF ABOUT THE PROLES REVEAL ABOUT THE THEMES OF
HOPE AND DESPAIR IN ‘19847

[T HIGHLIGHTS THE TENSION BETWEEN HOPE FOR COLLECTIVE RESISTANCE AND DESPAIR OVER THE OPPRESSIVE CONTROL OF THE
PARTYI EMPHASIZING THE DIFFICULTY OF REVOLUTIONARY CHANGE.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

ALTHOUGH W/ INSTON BELIEVES THE PROLES ARE THE ONLY MEANS To OVERPOWER THE PARTY, WHY Does He NoT
BELIEVE

IN GEORGE ORWELL’S DYSTOPIAN NOVEL 1984, WINSTON SMITH’S REFLECTIONS ON THE POTENTIAL FOR REBELLION ARE
CENTRAL TO THE NARRATIVE’S EXPLORATION OF POWER, CONTROL, AND HUMAN RESILIENCE. A KEY THEME IS W/ INSTON’S
CONVICTION THAT THE PROLES—THE PROLETARIAT OR WORKING CLASS—ARE THE ONLY GROUP CAPABLE OF OVERTHROWING
THE PARTY’S OPPRESSIVE REGIME. DESPITE THIS BELIEF, HE HARBORS DEEP DOUBTS ABOUT THEIR CAPACITY AND WILLINGNESS TO
DO SO. THIS PARADOXICAL STANCE REVEALS COMPLEX INSIGHTS INTO HUMAN PSYCHOLOGY, SOCIETAL STRUCTURE, AND THE
NATURE OF REVOLUTIONARY CHANGE. IN THIS ARTICLE, WE ANALYZE W/ INSTON’S REASONING, THE FACTORS THAT UNDERPIN HIS
HOPE IN THE PROLES, AND THE REASONS WHY HE ULTIMATELY REMAINS SKEPTICAL ABOUT THEIR POTENTIAL TO OVERTHROW THE
PARTY.

W INSTON’S BELIEF IN THE PROLES AS THE CATALYST FOR REVOLUTION



THe HisTorICAL AND SocCIETAL CONTEXT

W/ INSTON’S BELIEF THAT THE PROLES ARE THE ONLY HOPE FOR OVERTHROWING THE PARTY IS ROOTED IN HIS UNDERSTANDING OF
SOCIETAL DYNAMICS WITHIN OCEANIA. IN THE WORLD OF 1984, THE PARTY MAINTAINS CONTROL THROUGH RELENTLESS
SURVEILLANCE, PROPAGANDA, AND SYSTEMATIC SUPPRESSION OF INDIVIDUAL THOUGHT. YET, BENEATH THIS VENEER OF
CONFORMITY LIES A LARGE, LARGELY UNMANIPULATED SEGMENT: THE PROLES/ WHO CONSTITUTE ABOUT 850/0 OF THE
POPULATION. W/ INSTON PERCEIVES THEM AS INHERENTLY DIFFERENT FROM PARTY MEMBERS BECAUSE THEY ARE NOT SUBJECTED
TO THE SAME LEVEL OF IDEOLOGICAL INDOCTRINATION AND CONTROL.

HISTORICALLY/ REVOLUTIONARY MOVEMENTS OFTEN ORIGINATE FROM OPPRESSED MASSES WHO ARE UNAWARE OF THEIR
COLLECTIVE POWER. W/INSTON BELIEVES THAT THE PROLES/ BEING LESS INDOCTRINATED AND MORE ROOTED IN TRADITIONAL
HUMAN INSTINCTS, POSSESS A NATURAL CAPACITY FOR REBELLION IF THEY BECOME AW ARE OF THEIR STRENGTH. HE SEES THEIR
POTENTIAL AS AN UNCOORDINATED BUT POTENT FORCE CAPABLE OF DISMANTLING THE PARTY’S AUTHORITARIAN STRUCTURE.

THE PROLES® UNCONTROLLED NATURE AND POTENTIAL

W/ INSTON’S HOPE HINGES ON THE PROLES’ RELATIVE FREEDOM FROM PARTY SURVEILLANCE AND PROPAGANDA. UNLIKE PARTY
MEMBERS, WHO ARE KEPT WITHIN THE RIGID FRAMEWORK OF LOYALTY AND CONFORMITY, THE PROLES ARE ALLOWED A DEGREE OF
CULTURAL AND SOCIAL FREEDOM, ENGAGING IN LEISURE, ENTERTAINMENT, AND TRADITIONAL CUSTOMS. W/ INSTON BELIEVES THAT
WITHIN THE PROLES, THERE LIES A REMNANT OF GENUINE HUMAN INSTINCT—EMOTIONS, MEMORIES, AND A SENSE OF
COMMUNITY—THAT THE PARTY CANNOT FULLY CONTROL.

HE NOTES THEIR UNALTERED MEMORY OF A PRE-PARTY PAST AND THEIR CAPACITY FOR SPONTANEOUS ACTION. W INSTON’S
OWN EXPERIENCES—SUCH AS HIS CLANDESTINE READING OF THE BOOK AND HIS DESIRE FOR A REVOLUTION—ARE FUELED BY THE
HOPE THAT THE PROLES COULD AWAKEN AND REALIZE THEIR COLLECTIVE STRENGTH. THIS BELIEF ECHOES THE MARXIST IDEA
THAT THE WORKING CLASS, WHEN A\ AKENED, HAS THE POWER TO OVERTHROW OPPRESSIVE REGIMES.

WHY Does WINSTON NoT FULLY BEeLIEVE IN THE PROLES® CAPACITY TO
REBEL?

DEesPITE HIS HOPE, W/INSTON’S SKEPTICISM ABOUT THE PROLES’ ABILITY TO
OVERTHROW THE PARTY IS A CRITICAL ASPECT OF HIS CHARACTER AND
WORLDVIEW. SEVERAL FACTORS CONTRIBUTE TO THIS DOUBT, ROOTED IN
SOCIETAL REALITIES, PSYCHOLOGICAL BARRIERS, AND THE NATURE OF
TOTALITARIAN CONTROL. BELOW, WE EXPLORE THE KEY REASONS WHY
\W/INSTON REMAINS UNCONVINCED THAT THE PROLES CAN BE THE AGENTS OF
REVOLUTION.

1. THE ProLES’ LACKk ofF PoLiTicAL CONSCIOUSNESS



A FUNDAMENTAL OBSTACLE WINSTON PERCEIVES IS THE PROLES’ GENERAL
IGNORANCE OF THEIR OWN OPPRESSION. UNLIKE PARTY MEMBERS , WHO ARE
SUBJECTED TO INTENSE IDEOLOGICAL CONDITIONING, THE PROLES HAVE LITTLE
AW ARENESS OF THEIR EXPLOITED POSITION WITHIN THE SOCIAL HIERARCHY.
THEIR LIVES ARE FOCUSED ON SURVIVAL AND ENTERTAINMENT , AND THEY LACK
THE POLITICAL CONSCIOUSNESS NECESSARY FOR ORGANIZED REBELLION.

W/ INSTON RECOGNIZES THAT REVOLUTIONARY CHANGE REQUIRES A
COLLECTIVE AWARENESS OF OPPRESSION AND A DESIRE TO CHALLENGE IT. THE
PROLES , IN THEIR CURRENT STATE, ARE LARGELY INDIFFERENT OR UNA\WARE OF
THE SYSTEMIC NATURE OF THEIR SUBJUGATION. WITHOUT THIS AW ARENESS ,
THEIR CAPACITY TO MOBILIZE IS SEVERELY LIMITED.

2. THE INFLUENCE OF PROPAGANDA AND DISTRACTION

THE PARTY’S MASTERSTROKE IS THE MANIPULATION OF INFORMATION AND
CULTURE, WHICH KEEPS THE PROLES CONTENT OR DISTRACTED. PROPAGANDA
FILMS LIKE VICTORY GIN AND COMRADE OGILVY, ALONG WITH TRIVIAL
ENTERTAINMENT, SERVE TO NUMB THEIR MINDS AND DIVERT THEIR ATTENTION
FROM THE REALITIES OF THEIR OPPRESSION.

\W/INSTON OBSERVES THAT THE PROLES “ARE NOT WATCHED AS CLOSELY”
BUT ARE ALSO “NOT MADE TO SEE THEIR OWN CONDITION CLEARLY.” THEIR
ENGAGEMENT WITH TRIVIAL PURSUITS DIMINISHES THEIR CAPACITY FOR
COLLECTIVE ACTION. THE PARTY’S STRATEGY OF DISTRACTION ENSURES
THAT THE PROLES REMAIN PASSIVE, REDUCING THE LIKELIHOOD OF A

SPONT ANEOUS UPRISING.

3. PsYcHoLOGICAL BARRIERS AND FATALISM

ANOTHER SIGNIFICANT REASON W/INSTON DOUBTS THE PROLES’



REVOLUTIONARY POTENTIAL IS THE PERVASIVE SENSE OF FATALISM INGRAINED
IN THEIR PSYCHE. YEARS OF PROPAGANDA , SURVEILLANCE, AND REPRESSION
CULTIVATE A BELIEF THAT CHANGE IS IMPOSSIBLE. MANY PROLES HAVE
RESIGNED THEMSELVES TO THEIR CONDITION, ACCEPTING IT AS INEVITABLE.

W/INSTON RECOGNIZES THAT EVEN IF SOME PROLES HARBOR DISCONTENT ,
THEY LACK THE ORGANIZATION, LEADERSHIP, OR MOTIVATION TO ACT
DECISIVELY. THE PSYCHOLOGICAL BARRIER OF DESPAIR AND COMPLACENCY IS
FORMIDABLE, IT PREVENTS THE COLLECTIVE ACTION NECESSARY FOR
OVERTHROW.

4. THe EFFECTIVENESS OF THE PARTY’s ToTAL CONTROL

THE PARTY’S CONTROL EXTENDS BEYOND PHYSICAL REPRESSION TO INCLUDE
PSYCHOLOGICAL MANIPULATION AND THE ALTERATION OF HISTORY. THIS
TOTALITARIAN GRIP ENSURES THAT THE PROLES’ PERCEPTIONS ARE SKEWED,
AND THEIR MEMORIES ARE MANIPULATED. W INSTON NOTES THAT THE PARTY’s
CONTROL OVER THE PAST AND THE PRESENT MAKES IT DIFFICULT FOR THE
PROLES TO ENVISION A DIFFERENT FUTURE.

THE PARTY’S SLOGAN, WHO CONTROLS THE PAST CONTROLS THE FUTURE;
WHO CONTROLS THE PRESENT CONTROLS THE PAST, UNDERSCORES HOW
DEEPLY INGRAINED THIS MANIPULATION IS. WINSTON DOUBTS THAT THE
PROLES, LACKING THE CRITICAL HISTORICAL AWARENESS AND THE MEANS TO
CHALLENGE THIS NARRATIVE, COULD MOUNT A SUCCESSFUL REBELLION.

5. THeE ABSENCE OF LEADERSHIP AND ORGANIZATION

REVOLUTIONS RARELY OCCUR SPONTANEOUSLY, THEY REQUIRE LEADERSHIP
AND ORGANIZATION. WINSTON RECOGNIZES THAT THE PROLES , DESPITE THEIR
NUMBERS, LACK THE COHESIVE LEADERSHIP NECESSARY TO CHALLENGE THE



PARTY. THEY ARE FRAGMENTED INTO VARIOUS COMMUNITIES, WITH NO UNIFIED
POLITICAL CONSCIOUSNESS OR REVOLUTIONARY IDEOLOGY.

W/ITHOUT A LEADER OR AN ORGANIZED MOVEMENT , THE PROLES ARE UNLIKELY
TO COORDINATE A REBELLION. W/INSTON’S HOPE THAT THEY MIGHT
SPONTANEOUSLY RISE IS TEMPERED BY HIS UNDERSTANDING OF SOCIAL AND
POLITICAL REALITIES.

W INSTON’S INNER CONFLICT AND THEMATIC IMPLICATIONS

W/ INSTON’S BELIEF IN THE PROLES AS THE REVOLUTIONARY FORCE REFLECTS A
BROADER TENSION WITHIN 1984: THE TENSION BETWEEN HOPE AND DESPAIR ,
INDIVIDUAL AGENCY AND SYSTEMIC CONTROL. HIS HOPE IS ROOTED IN A
GENUINE BELIEF IN HUMAN NATURE’S RESILIENCE , BUT HIS DOUBTS EXPOSE THE
BRUTAL EFFECTIVENESS OF THE PARTY’S TOTALITARIAN TACTICS.

THIS INNER CONFLICT HIGHLIGHTS THE NOVEL’S EXPLORATION OF THE
DIFFICULTY OF GENUINE REBELLION UNDER AN ALL-ENCOMPASSING REGIME.
\W/INSTON’S RECOGNITION THAT THE PROLES ARE NOT CURRENTLY CAPABLE
OF OVERTHROWING THE PARTY UNDERSCORES THE BLEAKNESS OF THE
POLITICAL LANDSCAPE IN OCEANIA. |T EMPHASIZES THAT TOTALITARIAN
CONTROL CAN PERSIST NOT ONLY THROUGH REPRESSION BUT ALSO THROUGH
THE MANIPULATION OF HUMAN CONSCIOUSNESS AND SOCIETAL STRUCTURES.

FURTHERMORE, W/INSTON’S DOUBTS SERVE AS A COMMENTARY ON THE
NATURE OF REVOLUTIONARY CHANGE. T HEY SUGGEST THAT HOPE ALONE IS
INSUFFICIENT; AWARENESS, ORGANIZATION, AND COLLECTIVE CONSCIOUSNESS
ARE ESSENTIAL. THE NOVEL ULTIMATELY PRESENTS A SOBERING VIEW THAT
OPPRESSIVE REGIMES CAN SUPPRESS NOT ONLY PHYSICAL REBELLION BUT ALSO
THE VERY DESIRE FOR FREEDOM.



ConNcrusion; THeE PARADOX OF HOPE AND SKEPTICISM

W/INSTON SMITH’S BELIEF THAT THE PROLES ARE THE ONLY MEANS TO
OVERTHROW THE PARTY, COUPLED WITH HIS SKEPTICISM ABOUT THEIR
ACTUAL CAPACITY, ENCAPSULATES THE COMPLEX INTERPLAY BETWEEN HOPE
AND REALISM IN 1984. His FAITH IN THE PROLES’ INNATE HUMAN INSTINCTS
AND POTENTIAL FOR REBELLION REFLECTS AN ENDURING BELIEF IN THE RESILIENCE
OF HUMAN NATURE. HOWEVER, HIS DOUBTS ABOUT THEIR READINESS,
ORGANIZATION, AND AWARENESS EXPOSE THE BRUTAL REALITIES OF A
TOTALITARIAN REGIME THAT HAS SUCCESSFULLY SUPPRESSED ANY
COLLECTIVE REVOLUTIONARY IMPULSE.

THIS PARADOX UNDERSCORES ONE OF ORWELL’S CENTRAL MESSAGES: THAT
REVOLUTIONARY CHANGE REQUIRES MORE THAN JUST NUMBERS OR INNATE
POTENTIAL; IT DEMANDS AWARENESS, ORGANIZED ACTION, AND
PSYCHOLOGICAL LIBERATION—ELEMENTS THAT THE PARTY ACTIVELY SEEKS
TO DESTROY. WINSTON’S INTERNAL CONFLICT INVITES READERS TO CONSIDER
THE DELICATE BALANCE BETWEEN HOPE AND DESPAIR IN THE FACE OF
OPPRESSIVE POWER STRUCTURES. ULTIMATELY, 1984 SERVES AS A
CAUTIONARY TALE ABOUT THE FRAGILITY OF HUMAN FREEDOM UNDER
TYRANNY AND THE DAUNTING CHALLENGE OF AWAKENING COLLECTIVE
RESISTANCE IN A SOCIETY ENGINEERED FOR CONFORMITY AND CONTROL.

ALTHOUGH W/INSTON BELIEVES THE PROLES ARE THE ONLY MEANS ToO OVERPOWER
THE PARTY WHY DoEes He NoT BELIEVE

ALTHOUGH WINsTON BELIEVES THE ProLes ARe THE ONLY MeaNs To
OVERPOWER THE PARTY WHY Does He NoT BELIEVE
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