Andrew Johnson Had Been Put On

Lincoln's Ticket As Vice President In His
Second TermA) As A Safe Choice

Andrew Johnson Had Been Put On Lincoln's Ticket As Vice President In His
Second TermA) As A Safe Choice

When Abraham Lincoln decided to run for his second term in 1864, he faced the challenge
of uniting a nation torn apart by civil war. To bolster his chances of re-election and appeal
to a broader electorate, Lincoln selected Andrew Johnson as his vice-presidential running
mate. This decision was strategic, rooted in the belief that Johnson was a "safe choice"—a
candidate who could help secure the Union’s victory and appeal to key voter
demographics. Understanding why Lincoln chose Johnson as his running mate reveals
much about the political climate of the era and the nature of strategic electoral decisions.

Why Andrew Johnson Was Considered a "Safe
Choice" for Lincoln’s Ticket

Lincoln’s choice of Andrew Johnson as his vice-presidential candidate was driven largely
by political pragmatism. Johnson’s background, political stance, and regional appeal made
him a strategic selection designed to strengthen Lincoln’s campaign and ensure national
unity.

1. Regional and Political Balance

e Southern Origin: Johnson was from Tennessee, a Southern state that had seceded
from the Union. His inclusion aimed to demonstrate Lincoln’s commitment to
restoring the Union, not punishing the South.

e Unionist in the South: Despite his Southern roots, Johnson remained loyal to the
Union, making him a symbol of reconciliation and unity.

e Appealing to Border States: Johnson’s background helped Lincoln appeal to voters

in the border states, where loyalty was divided and the outcome of the war was
uncertain.

2. Political Simplicity and Stability



e Uncontroversial Figure: Johnson’s political record was relatively straightforward.
He was a Democrat but aligned with the Republican administration on many issues,
especially the Union cause.

e Moderate Stance: His moderate views on Reconstruction and loyalty to the Union
made him a safe, uncontroversial choice that wouldn’t alienate key voter groups.

¢ Avoiding Radical Policies: Lincoln sought a vice president whose politics were less
radical than some of the Republican factions, ensuring a more unified front.

3. Personal Loyalty and Character

e Trustworthy Ally: Johnson was known for his integrity and loyalty to Lincoln, which
was crucial during a turbulent political period.

¢ Representing the Common Man: His background as a self-made man—born into
poverty, a tailor by trade—resonated with the common voters and reinforced

Lincoln’s image of a government of the people.

e Symbol of Reconciliation: His rise from humble beginnings to political prominence
embodied the Union’s hope for national reconciliation.

The Political Context of Lincoln’s Choice

Lincoln’s decision to run with Johnson was rooted in the complex political landscape of
1864, marked by war fatigue, divided loyalties, and the need for national healing.

1. The 1864 Election Campaign

¢ Re-election Strategy: Lincoln aimed to present a united front to the nation,
emphasizing victory and reconciliation.

¢ Republican and Democratic Support: The election was a coalition effort, with
Lincoln’s moderate stance appealing to factions across party lines.

e Military Success: Union victories, like the fall of Atlanta, boosted confidence in
Lincoln’s leadership, but the campaign still required broad appeal.



2. The Role of Vice Presidency in the Civil War Era

¢ Less Power, More Symbolism: At the time, the vice presidency was often seen as a
largely ceremonial role; the real power resided with the president and Congress.

e Symbolic Unity: Lincoln’s selection of Johnson was more about symbolism—uniting
different regions and political factions—than about policy influence.

e Maintaining Support: The vice president’s role was to help balance the ticket and
appeal to key demographics to secure electoral success.

Impact of Johnson’s Vice Presidency on Lincoln’s
Second Term

While Johnson'’s vice presidency was initially seen as a strategic move to secure electoral
victory and promote national unity, his subsequent political trajectory would dramatically
influence the post-war period.

1. The Assassination and Johnson’s Rise to Power

e Assassination of Lincoln: Johnson became vice president in March 1865, just a
month before Lincoln’s assassination in April, thrusting him into the presidency
unexpectedly.

¢ Presidential Responsibilities: His role shifted from a "safe choice" to the leader
during a transformative and turbulent period of Reconstruction.

2. Johnson’s Approach to Reconstruction

e Conflicting Visions: Johnson’s lenient policies clashed with Radical Republicans’
desire for harsher measures against the South.

e Political Tensions: His vetoes and opposition to Radical Reconstruction efforts
created significant political conflict, ultimately leading to his impeachment trial.



3. Legacy of the "Safe Choice"

e Strategic but Complex: Johnson’s selection as vice president was initially a
strategic move to secure Lincoln’s re-election, but his presidency revealed the
complexities of political alliances.

e Lessons for Future Elections: The choice of a running mate can have unforeseen
consequences, emphasizing the importance of aligning personalities and policies.

Conclusion: The Significance of Johnson’s Vice
Presidency as a "Safe Choice"

Lincoln’s decision to include Andrew Johnson on his ticket in 1864 was a carefully
calculated move rooted in political strategy. As a "safe choice," Johnson’s Southern
origins, moderate views, and personal loyalty helped Lincoln appeal to a broad spectrum
of voters at a critical moment in American history. While his vice presidency initially
served to reinforce unity and stability, the subsequent events of Johnson’s presidency
underscored the complex and unpredictable nature of political appointments.

This decision exemplifies how political leaders weigh the benefits of regional and
ideological balance against potential risks. It also highlights the importance of
understanding the broader political context—such as war, division, and national
healing—when making strategic electoral choices. Ultimately, Lincoln’s choice of Johnson
underscores the delicate balance between political expediency and the unforeseen
consequences that can follow when navigating a nation at war.

By analyzing Lincoln’s decision, we gain insights into the strategic thinking behind
political appointments, the importance of regional representation, and the profound
impact that vice-presidential choices can have on a nation’s history.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why was Andrew Johnson chosen as Lincoln's vice-
presidential running mate in 1864?

Andrew Johnson was considered a safe and loyal Southern Democrat who could appeal to
Unionists and former Democrats, helping to unite the country during the Civil War.

What qualities made Andrew Johnson a suitable vice-



presidential candidate for Lincoln's second term?

Johnson's reputation as a Southern Unionist and his moderate views on Reconstruction
made him a strategic choice to balance the ticket and appeal to a broader electorate.

How did Andrew Johnson's background influence his
selection as vice president?

Johnson's humble origins as a tailor and his strong Unionist stance in the South made him
a relatable and trustworthy figure to diverse voter groups, reinforcing Lincoln's goal of
national unity.

Was Andrew Johnson seen as a political threat or a safe
choice during Lincoln's second term?

He was seen primarily as a safe choice—an uncontroversial, loyal supporter who could
help rally the Unionist vote, rather than as a political threat.

Did Andrew Johnson's appointment as vice president
impact Lincoln's chances of re-election?

Yes, selecting Johnson helped Lincoln secure votes in border states and among Unionists
in the South, contributing to his re-election victory in 1864.

What role did Andrew Johnson play after becoming vice
president and during Lincoln's presidency?

Although largely a supporter of Lincoln's policies, Johnson's role was limited until
Lincoln's assassination, after which he became President and faced the challenge of
Reconstruction.

How was Andrew Johnson's vice presidency viewed by
contemporary politicians and the public?

He was generally viewed as a safe, uncontroversial choice who would support Lincoln's
policies, though some questioned his Southern background and political independence.

Did Andrew Johnson's vice-presidential selection reflect
Lincoln's political strategy?

Yes, choosing Johnson was a strategic move to appeal to Unionist Democrats and border
state voters, strengthening Lincoln's chances for a second term.
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Andrew Johnson Had Been Put On Lincoln's Ticket As Vice President In His Second Term
— A) As A Safe Choice

In the complex tapestry of American political history, few decisions have been as
pivotal—and as scrutinized—as Abraham Lincoln’s selection of Andrew Johnson as his vice-
presidential running mate in 1864. Framed as a strategic move, this choice was rooted in
the notion of stability, unity, and political safety during a tumultuous period. As an expert
analysis, this article explores the context, reasoning, and implications behind the decision
to elevate Johnson to the national stage, emphasizing why he was seen as a "safe choice"
at the time.

Contextual Background: The Civil War and
Political Climate in 1864

To appreciate Lincoln’s decision, it’s essential to understand the environment in which it
was made. The United States was embroiled in the Civil War (1861-1865), a brutal conflict
that threatened the very fabric of the nation. Lincoln, a Republican and a leader
committed to preserving the Union, faced fierce opposition from various quarters,
especially from the Democratic Party, which had elements sympathetic to the Confederacy
or seeking a negotiated peace.

The 1864 presidential election was critical. Lincoln’s leadership had been tested, and his
victory was far from assured. The country was weary, and the political landscape was
fractured. The Union war effort was making progress, but internal divisions persisted. To
bolster his chances of re-election and reinforce national unity, Lincoln sought a running
mate who could appeal to a broader constituency, particularly those wary of radical
policies or sectional tensions.

Why Andrew Johnson? The Strategic Choice

1. The Concept of a "Safe Choice"

In political strategy, a "safe choice" often refers to selecting a candidate who can
consolidate support, appeal to a broad electorate, and mitigate potential opposition or
controversy. Lincoln’s decision to pick Andrew Johnson was rooted in this philosophy.
Johnson was considered a safe, reliable pick—someone who would not alienate key voter
blocs or threaten the stability of the ticket.



2. Political Background of Andrew Johnson

Andrew Johnson was a Southern Democrat from Tennessee. At the time of his selection, he
was serving as a U.S. Senator. His background was notable for several reasons:

- Unionist from a Confederate State: Although Tennessee was part of the Confederacy,
Johnson remained loyal to the Union, refusing to secede. His stance was emblematic of
Unionist sentiment in parts of the South.

- Democrat in a Republican Ticket: His inclusion on Lincoln’s ticket was unconventional, as
the Republican Party aimed to unify different factions. Johnson’s Democratic affiliation
was seen as a bridge to Southern voters and Democrats opposed to secession.

- Working-Class Roots: Johnson’s humble origins and reputation as a man of the people
made him relatable to the average voter, bolstering his image as a representative of
national unity.

3. Political Calculations and Electoral Strategy

Lincoln’s campaign aimed to appeal to a broad coalition—Republicans, War Democrats,
and Unionists. Selecting Johnson served these strategic goals:

- Appealing to Unionists in the South: Johnson’s Southern background and Unionist stance
aimed to reassure voters in the South who supported the Union but were skeptical of the
Republican agenda.

- Counteracting Radical Elements: Lincoln was wary of radical Republicans who wanted
harsh policies toward the South. Johnson, a more moderate Democrat, was perceived as a
figure who could temper these radical tendencies.

- Broadening the Electoral Base: By choosing a Southerner sympathetic to the Union,
Lincoln aimed to attract voters who might otherwise abstain or vote for opposition
candidates.

Implications of the Ticket Choice

1. The 1864 Election and Its Outcome

The Lincoln-Johnson ticket proved effective. The election resulted in a decisive victory for
Lincoln, with approximately 55% of the popular vote and a substantial electoral college
majority. This outcome validated the strategic value of selecting Johnson as a "safe" and
unifying figure.



2. The Impact on National Unity

Johnson’s inclusion was symbolic of Lincoln’s desire to present a united front. It sent a
message that, despite fierce debates and factionalism, the Union was committed to
reconciliation and stability. His background as a Southern Unionist served to soften the
division between North and South.

3. The Long-Term Consequences

While initially seen as a prudent choice, Johnson’s vice presidency and subsequent
presidency exposed the limits of the "safe choice" strategy. His approach to
Reconstruction and his conflicts with Radical Republicans would ultimately lead to his
impeachment and a turbulent presidency, illustrating the risks inherent in selecting a vice
president primarily for political safety rather than ideological alignment.

Analysis of Johnson's Suitability as a "Safe
Choice"

Strengths of Johnson’s Selection

- Appeal to Southern Unionists: His background helped Lincoln secure votes in the South,
crucial for re-election.

- Moderation: Johnson’s moderate stance helped bridge gaps within the Union coalition.

- Relatability: His humble origins and populist appeal made him an accessible figure.

Weaknesses and Limitations

- Lack of National Political Experience: Johnson’s limited experience in national politics
made him less prepared for the complexities of Reconstruction.

- Partisan Differences: His Democratic background and Southern roots created tensions
within Lincoln’s primarily Republican ticket.

- Post-Election Divergence: Johnson’s policies diverged sharply from Lincoln’s vision,
leading to conflicts that shaped the post-war period.



Conclusion: The "Safe Choice" in Historical
Perspective

Lincoln’s decision to include Andrew Johnson as his vice-presidential running mate in 1864
was undoubtedly a calculated move rooted in the desire for stability, unity, and electoral
safety. It exemplifies a strategic use of political symbolism—pairing a Northern Republican
leader with a Southern Democrat to appeal to a broad coalition.

However, as history unfolded, the choice revealed the complexities and risks of prioritizing
political safety over ideological alignment. Johnson’s presidency demonstrated that what
appears as a "safe" choice can sometimes lead to unforeseen challenges, especially in a
post-conflict nation striving for reconciliation.

In retrospect, Lincoln’s selection of Johnson underscores the importance of understanding
not just immediate electoral gains but also the long-term implications of political
decisions. As a case study in strategic candidate selection, it remains a compelling
example of the delicate balance between political safety and effective leadership—a lesson
that continues to resonate in contemporary political strategy.

In summary, Lincoln’s decision to place Andrew Johnson on the 1864 ticket was a classic
illustration of political prudence aimed at unifying a fractured nation. While it achieved
electoral success and temporarily stabilized the Union’s cause, it also set the stage for
significant post-war challenges. The choice of Johnson as a "safe" vice-presidential
candidate remains a fascinating testament to the complexities of political strategy during
one of America's most tumultuous eras.
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