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The conclusion of William Golding’s Lord of the Flies marks a pivotal moment not just narratively but
symbolically as Percival Wemys Madison, one of the youngest survivors, performs a profound act of
recognition and hope. As the boys are rescued from their savage island existence, Percival’s
recitation of his “incantation” to the naval officer symbolizes a return to civilization, innocence, and
the enduring human spirit. This scene encapsulates the novel’s core themes—loss of innocence, the
fragile veneer of civility, and the possibility of redemption through acknowledgment and
communication.

---

Understanding the Context of the Ending

The Setting Leading to Percival’s Recitation
The final chapters of Lord of the Flies depict a tense and chaotic confrontation between the island
boys and the external world represented by the naval officer. The boys, having descended into
savagery, are finally rescued after a violent chase and conflict. Their rescue marks the end of their
physical ordeal but also signifies a crucial psychological shift.

Percival Wemys Madison: The Young Survivor’s Role
Percival, often portrayed as shy, sensitive, and somewhat fragile, has been a symbol of innocence
throughout the novel. His character’s development culminates in the act of recitation, representing a
desire to reconnect with the civil world and to make sense of the chaos they endured.

---

The Significance of Percival’s “Incantation”

What Is the “Incantation”?
Percival’s “incantation” is a form of speech or recitation that he performs to the naval officer,
intended to communicate his identity, experiences, and perhaps a plea for understanding. While not



an incantation in the traditional sense, it functions as a psychological ritual—a way for Percival to
reclaim his voice after the trauma of the island.

Symbolic Meanings Behind the Recitation
This act holds multiple layers of symbolism:

Reconnection to Civilization: Percival’s words serve as a bridge back to the societal norms1.
and order from which he has been disconnected.

Expression of Identity: The recitation is a declaration of who he is, acknowledging his past2.
and his suffering.

Hope and Innocence: It signifies hope for renewal and the resilience of innocence amidst3.
chaos.

Request for Recognition: His words are a plea for recognition, understanding, and the4.
acknowledgment of his trauma.

---

The Content and Delivery of Percival’s Recitation

The Nature of His Words
Percival’s words are characterized by:

Simple, childlike language reflecting his innocence and naivety.

Repetition of his name and personal details, emphasizing his identity.

Fragmented sentences that mirror his emotional distress.

The Emotional Impact
When Percival recites his incantation:

The naval officer witnesses a vulnerable and raw display of human fragility.1.

The other boys are reminded of their own innocence lost on the island.2.

The scene underscores the importance of communication as a means of healing.3.



The Role of the Naval Officer
The naval officer’s reaction to Percival’s recitation is crucial:

He perceives Percival’s words as a plea for help and understanding.

His calm and attentive response signifies the return of order and authority.

The officer’s presence symbolizes the outside world’s power to restore civilization.

---

Thematic Implications of the Scene

Restoration of Civilization
Percival’s recitation marks a symbolic return to societal norms. It signifies that despite the chaos,
there remains a possibility for order, communication, and understanding. The scene acts as a
hopeful conclusion, suggesting that humanity can recover from barbarism.

Innocence Versus Experience
The act highlights the contrast between the innocence of childhood and the corrupting influence of
savagery. Percival’s fragile voice underscores the vulnerability of innocence in a world marred by
violence.

The Power of Voice and Communication
The scene emphasizes that voicing one’s experiences and feelings is crucial for healing. Percival’s
recitation demonstrates that even in the darkest times, the human need to be heard persists.

---

Critical Analysis of Percival’s Recitation in Literary
Terms



Symbolism and Themes
The scene is rich with symbolism:

Recitation as Ritual: A child’s attempt to make sense of chaos through speech.

Speech as a Bridge: Connecting the primal and civil worlds.

Innocence Lost and Regained: The recitation as a plea for innocence and hope for renewal.

Character Development
Percival’s act signifies his growth from a silenced, traumatized child to someone able to
communicate and seek help. It marks a turning point, illustrating that even the most vulnerable can
find their voice.

Literary Techniques Used
William Golding employs:

Repetition: To emphasize Percival’s fragile state and the importance of his words.1.

Imagery: The scene’s vivid depiction underscores the emotional weight of the moment.2.

Symbolism: The recitation as a symbol of hope, innocence, and the civilizing influence.3.

---

Conclusion: The Scene’s Impact and Legacy

Percival Wemys Madison’s recitation to the naval officer at the end of Lord of the Flies encapsulates
the novel’s core messages about the resilience of human innocence and the enduring need for
communication. It is a powerful reminder that even in the face of chaos and savagery, the human
spirit seeks connection, understanding, and redemption. Golding’s portrayal of this moment
encourages readers to reflect on the importance of voice, empathy, and the hope for a better, more
civilized world.

Whether viewed as a literal act of speech or a metaphor for reclaiming innocence, Percival’s
“incantation” remains one of the most poignant and memorable scenes in literary history—an
enduring emblem of hope amidst darkness.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the significance of Percival Wemys Madison reciting
his 'incantation' at the end of Lord of the Flies?
Percival's recitation symbolizes the return to order and civilization, as his words prompt the arrival
of the naval officer, bringing rescue and a reminder of societal norms.

How does Percival Wemys Madison's recitation reflect his
character development in the novel?
His recitation demonstrates his regained confidence and understanding of language and social
structure, marking his transition from a vulnerable child to someone who can articulate and connect
with the adult world.

Why does Percival Wemys Madison's incantation trigger the
naval officer's arrival in the story?
His recitation acts as a symbolic signal of civilization and order, alerting the officer to the children's
location and breaking the chaos that has engulfed the island.

What does Percival Wemys Madison's 'incantation' reveal
about the novel's themes of civilization versus savagery?
It highlights the fragile veneer of civilization, emphasizing that language and order can be restored
even after chaos, serving as a catalyst for the end of the children's savage ordeal.

How does Percival Wemys Madison's role at the end contrast
with his behavior earlier in the novel?
Initially, Percival is timid and unable to communicate confidently, but by the end, his recitation
shows growth, confidence, and a reclaiming of his identity within the societal framework.

Is Percival Wemys Madison's recitation a form of salvation in
Lord of the Flies?
Yes, his recitation acts as a symbolic act that brings salvation by signaling rescue, restoring order,
and re-establishing the connection between the boys and the adult world.

What literary purpose does Percival Wemys Madison's
incantation serve in the climax of Lord of the Flies?
It serves as a pivotal moment that signifies the breaking of the island's chaos and the return of
civilization, culminating in the arrival of the naval officer and the end of the boys' ordeal.



How does the ending with Percival Wemys Madison's
recitation affect the overall message of Lord of the Flies?
It underscores the thin line between savagery and civility, suggesting that civilization's veneer can
be rekindled through communication and societal norms, ultimately offering hope for redemption.

Additional Resources
Percival Wemys Madison’s Incantation at the End of Lord of the Flies: An In-Depth Analysis

In William Golding’s Lord of the Flies, the closing scenes offer a profound and haunting culmination
of the novel’s exploration of human nature, civilization, and savagery. Among these, the moment
when Percival Wemys Madison begins to recite his "incantation" to the naval officer stands out as a
pivotal, symbolic gesture—an act that encapsulates the novel’s themes and leaves readers
contemplating the fragile veneer of order that can so easily be shattered. This article delves deeply
into this moment, examining its significance, contextual nuances, and the layers of meaning
embedded within Percival’s recitation, all while adopting an analytical tone akin to a product review
or expert feature.

---

Understanding the Context: The Final Scene in Lord of
the Flies

Before exploring Percival’s recitation, it’s essential to grasp the scene's broader context within the
narrative. The novel culminates with a rescue—an external force (the naval officer) arriving on the
island after the boys’ descent into chaos has reached its peak. This arrival signifies the return of
civilization but also underscores the devastating loss of innocence and the primal instincts that have
overtaken the boys.

The key characters involved—Ralph, Piggy, Samneric, and Percival—are emblematic of different
aspects of human nature and societal constructs. Percival Wemys Madison, a relatively minor but
symbolically significant character, embodies the innocence and vulnerability of childhood amidst
chaos. His recitation at the moment of rescue is not merely a child's act; it functions as a symbolic
ritual, a desperate attempt to preserve some semblance of identity and coherence.

---

The Significance of Percival Wemys Madison’s
Recitation



The Incantation as a Ritual of Identity

Percival’s recitation functions as a form of personal and collective ritual—an attempt to anchor
himself amidst the disorienting chaos that has overtaken the boys. It resembles a child’s attempt to
regain control or make sense of a fractured world. Through his words, Percival seeks to reaffirm his
identity, which has been battered by the savage environment and the loss of societal norms.

This act mirrors real-world rituals where recitations serve to preserve individual identity in moments
of crisis. For Percival, reciting his name, address, and other personal details is a way to affirm his
existence—an act of psychological resilience in the face of trauma and dislocation.

List of key elements in Percival’s recitation:

- His full name: Percival Wemys Madison
- His place of residence
- Personal details (if provided in the novel)
- His attempt to speak coherently amidst emotional distress

This detailed recitation underscores a desire to be remembered and recognized, a stark contrast to
the dehumanization wrought by the island’s chaos.

The Symbolic Power of the Recitation in the Narrative Arc

The recitation also symbolizes a link between the primal and civilized worlds. While the boys have
descended into savagery, Percival’s words—though childlike—are rooted in the civilized identity
imposed by society. His attempt to articulate his name and details is an act of reclaiming his identity,
a gesture that the world outside the island still acknowledges him as a person.

Moreover, this moment signals the tipping point of innocence lost. Percival’s recitation is akin to a
ritual prayer, a plea for connection and recognition, emphasizing the fragile boundary between
childhood innocence and the brutal reality that the boys have endured.

Key themes encapsulated in his recitation:

- The persistence of individual identity
- The contrast between civilization and savagery
- The human need for recognition and belonging
- The resilience of innocence amid chaos

---

Analyzing the Recitation as a Literary Device



Symbolism and Archetypes

Percival’s recitation can be viewed as a symbolic act representing the universal human desire for
self-preservation and acknowledgment. It evokes archetypal themes of rites of passage, where
recitative acts are used to affirm one’s existence or transition into a new phase.

In literary terms, Percival embodies the innocent child archetype—a figure whose words and actions
reflect purity, vulnerability, and the innate human need for connection. His recitation, therefore,
functions as a poignant reminder of what is at stake—the core of human identity that persists
despite chaos.

Foreshadowing and Closure

The act also serves as a form of foreshadowing and closure. It marks the end of the boys’ ordeal and
the reintroduction of societal order through the external authority of the naval officer. Percival’s
recitation acts as a bridge between the island’s savage chaos and the civil world beyond, symbolizing
hope, vulnerability, and the enduring human spirit.

---

The Recitation as a Reflection of Themes in Lord of the
Flies

Human Nature and the Duality of Man

Percival’s recitation underscores one of the novel’s central themes: the duality of human nature.
Despite the descent into savagery, the act of reciting one’s name and details echoes the innate
human desire to maintain identity and civility. It suggests that beneath the veneer of barbarism, a
core of humanity persists.

Innocence and Corruption

As a symbol of innocence, Percival's efforts reveal how fragile childhood innocence is amidst the
corrupting influences of environment and circumstance. His recitation signifies a last-ditch effort to
cling to the civility that has been eroded.

Rescue and Redemption

This moment also symbolizes the possibility of rescue and redemption. The naval officer’s arrival,
coupled with Percival’s recitation, hints at the return of order and the potential for healing, even



after profound trauma.

---

Final Reflection: The Power and Complexity of the
Moment

Percival Wemys Madison’s recitation at the end of Lord of the Flies is a multilayered, symbolic
gesture that encapsulates the novel’s core messages. It is a testament to the resilience of human
identity, the enduring need for recognition, and the delicate boundary between civilization and
savagery. As an expert analysis, it highlights how Golding uses this moment not just as a narrative
device but as a profound commentary on the human condition.

In conclusion, this scene exemplifies the power of language and ritual as tools for survival and self-
preservation. Percival’s act is a haunting yet hopeful reminder that beneath chaos, the human spirit
endeavours to affirm its existence—an enduring truth that continues to resonate in the collective
consciousness long after the final page.

---

In essence, Percival Wemys Madison’s recitation is not merely a child's act but a layered symbol of
identity, innocence, and the indomitable human desire for order amid disorder. It’s a fitting closure
to a story that probes the darkest corners of human nature while hinting at the enduring hope for
redemption and understanding.
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