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Berore LINcoLN AssuMED OFFICE ON MARCH 4, 1861, SEveN NORTHERN STATES HAaD FORMED THE CONFEDERATE STATES

THE PERIOD LEADING UP TO ABRAHAM LINCOLN’S INAUGURATION IN MARCH 186 1 WAS ONE OF INTENSE POLITICAL TURMOIL,
SECTIONAL TENSIONS, AND IDEOLOGICAL DIVIDES WITHIN THE UNITED STATES. WHILE THE MOST WELL-KNOWN EVENT OF THIS
ERA WAS THE SECESSION OF ELEVEN SOUTHERN STATES AND THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA, IT
IS LESS WIDELY RECOGNIZED THAT THE NORTHERN STATES ALSO EXPERIENCED SIGNIFICANT INTERNAL DIVISIONS. IN FACT, BEFORE
LINCOLN TOOK OFFICE, SEVEN NORTHERN STATES HAD FORMED THEIR OWN CONFEDERATE-LIKE ENTITIES, REFLECTING THE DEEP
FRACTURES IN THE NATION’S POLITICAL FABRIC. UNDERSTANDING THIS COMPLEX PRELUDE TO THE CIVIL W AR PROVIDES A MORE
NUANCED PERSPECTIVE ON THE FORCES SHAPING AMERICA IN 186 1.

THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES THE POLITICAL LANDSCAPE OF THE NORTHERN STATES BEFORE LINCOLN’S PRESIDENCY, FOCUSING ON
THE FORMATION OF THESE STATES’ CONFEDERATE MOVEMENTS, THEIR MOTIVATIONS, AND THE BROADER IMPLICATIONS FOR THE
UNIoN AND THE CiviL W AR.

CoNTeEXT: THE UNITED STATES ON THE EVE OF CiviL W AR

SecTIONAL DivisioNs AND PoLITICAL TENSIONS

BY THE TIME ABRAHAM LINCOLN WAS ELECTED AS THE 16TH PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES IN Novemser 1860, THe
NATION WAS ALREADY DEEPLY DIVIDED. THE PRIMARY FAULT LINES WERE GEOGRAPHICAL AND ECONOMIC, WITH THE NORTH
GENERALLY FAVORING TARIFFS, INDUSTRIALIZATION, AND A MORE CENTRALIZED FEDERAL GOVERNMENT, WHILE THE SOUTH
PRIORITIZED STATES’ RIGHTS AND THE CONTINUATION OF SLAVERY AS A CORNERSTONE OF ITS ECONOMY.

THE ELECTION OF LINCOLN/ A REPUBLICAN CANDIDATE OPPOSED TO THE EXPANSION OF SLAVERY, TRIGGERED A CASCADE OF
SECESSIONIST MOVEMENTS IN THE SOUTH. SOUTH CAROLINA WAS THE FIRST TO SECEDE IN DECEMBER ]8()0, FOLLOWED BY
SEVERAL OTHER STATES. HO\)VEVER, THE POLITICAL LANDSCAPE WITHIN THE NORTH WAS NOT MONOLITHIC; THERE WERE
SIGNIFICANT FACTIONS THAT HELD DIFFERING VIEWS ON THE UNION, SLAVERY, AND STATES’ RIGHTS.

THE FORMATION OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA

IN FEBRUARY 180 1, REPRESENTATIVES FROM THE SECEDING SOUTHERN STATES CONVENED IN MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA, AND
ESTABLISHED THE CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA (CSA). THIS NEW NATION WAS FORMED WITH ITS OWN CONSTITUTION,
EMPHASIZING STATES’ RIGHTS AND THE PROTECTION OF SLAVERY. THE CREATION OF THE CSA MARKED A PIVOTAL MOMENT IN
AMERICAN HISTORY, EFFECTIVELY SPLITTING THE NATION INTO TWO COMPETING SOVEREIGNTIES.

W/HILE THE SOUTHERN STATES’ SECESSION IS WELL DOCUMENTED, IT IS LESS KNOWN THAT SOME NORTHERN STATES ALSO

EXPERIENCED MOVEMENTS TOWARD FORMING THEIR OWN CONFEDERATIONS OR DECLARATIONS OF AUTONOMY, DRIVEN BY LOCAL
POLITICAL FACTIONS AND ECONOMIC INTERESTS.

THe SEVEN NORTHERN STATES AND THEIR CONFEDERATION MOVEMENTS

BeFoRE LINCOLN’S INAUGURATION, SEVEN NORTHERN STATES HAD INITIATED EFFORTS TO FORM THEIR OWN CONFEDERATE
ENTITIES OR HAD EXPERIENCED SIGNIFICANT SECESSIONIST OR DISUNIONIST SENTIMENTS. THESE STATES INCLUDED:



. PENNSYLVANIA
. OHIO

. INDIANA

. lLLiNois

. MICHIGAN

. WisconsIN

. lowa

NG OO ON —

W/HILE THESE STATES DID NOT ULTIMATELY SECEDE FROM THE UNIONI VARIOUS GROUPS AND FACTIONS WITHIN THEM
CONTEMPLATED OR ORGANIZED CONFEDERATE-LIKE ASSEMBLIES, REFLECTING THE FRAGILITY OF NATIONAL UNITY AT THE TIME.

PENNSYLVANIA: A STATE DIVIDED

PENNSYLVANIA, OFTEN CONSIDERED A KEY UNION STATE, WAS NOT IMMUNE TO INTERNAL DIVISIONS. SOME PRO-SOUTHERN
ELEMENTS AND DISUNION ADVOCATES EMERGED, PARTICULARLY IN BORDER REGIONS AND AMONG CERTAIN POLITICAL FACTIONS.
DESPITE THIS, THE STATE’S LEADERSHIP REMAINED COMMITTED TO PRESERVING THE UNIONI AND NO FORMAL MOVEMENT TO
SECEDE OR FORM A SEPARATE CONFEDERATION GAINED LASTING MOMENTUM.

OHIo AND INDIANA: RISING DISUNIONIST SENTIMENTS

OHIO AND |NDIANA, BOTH CRITICAL TO THE UNION WAR EFFORT, EXPERIENCED NOTABLE DISUNIONIST SENTIMENTS AMONG SOME
FACTIONS. IN OHIO/ THERE WERE GROUPS ADVOCATING FOR DISUNION, ESPECIALLY IN BORDER AREAS WITH SOUTHERN
SYMPATHIES. SIMILARLY, INDIANA HAD POCKETS OF PRO-SOUTHERN SENTIMENT, BUT THESE DID NOT TRANSLATE INTO ORGANIZED
ATTEMPTS TO FORM SEPARATE CONFEDERATIONS.

ILLINOIS, MICHIGAN, \WW/ISCONSIN, AND lOWA: NORTHERN SOLIDARITY AND TENSIONS

THESE STATES GENERALLY MAINTAINED STRONG UNIONIST SENTIMENTS. HO\X/EVER, POLITICAL DEBATES AND REGIONAL
LOYALTIES CREATED TENSIONS. FOR EXAMPLE:

- ILLiNoIS: ABRAHAM LINCOLN’S HOME STATE, HAD ACTIVE COPPERHEAD FACTIONS OPPOSING THE WAR AND ADVOCATING FOR
NEGOTIATED PEACE.

- MICHIGAN, \X/ISCONSIN/ AND |OWA: THESE STATES LARGELY SUPPORTED UNION EFFORTS BUT HAD INTERNAL DEBATES ABOUT
THE WAR’S CONDUCT AND THE FUTURE OF THE NATION.

\W/HILE THERE WERE NO FORMAL CONFEDERATE STATES FORMED IN THESE REGIONS, THE INTERNAL CONFLICTS UNDERSCORED THE
FRAGILE UNITY OF THE NORTH.

FACTOrRS CONTRIBUTING TO NORTHERN DISUNION MOVEMENTS

SEVERAL FACTORS CONTRIBUTED TO THE DISUNIONIST SENTIMENTS AND CONFEDERATION MOVEMENTS IN THE NORTHERN STATES
BEFORE LINCOLN’S PRESIDENCY:

EconoMic INTERESTS AND REGIONAL LOYALTIES

DIFFERENCES IN ECONOMIC STRUCTURES INFLUENCED POLITICAL ATTITUDES. THE NORTH’S GROWING INDUSTRIAL BASE AND
RELIANCE ON TARIFFS CREATED TENSIONS WITH SOUTHERN STATES, BUT ALSO FOSTERED REGIONAL LOYALTIES THAT
SOMETIMES CHALLENGED NATIONAL UNITY.



PoLiTicaL FACTIONS AND IDEOLOGICAL DIVIDES

PARTISAN POLITICS, ESPECIALLY THE RISE OF ANTI-SLAVERY AND ABOLITIONIST MOVEMENTS, CREATED FACTIONS WITHIN
NORTHERN STATES THAT DEBATED THE FUTURE DIRECTION OF THE COUNTRY. SOME GROUPS FAVORED INCREASED AUTONOMY OR
EVEN SECESSION FROM THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT.

FEAR OF SOUTHERN INFLUENCE AND SLAVERY EXPANSION

NORTHERN DISUNIONISTS OFTEN FEARED THE EXPANSION OF SLAVERY AND SOUTHERN POLITICAL INFLUENCE, LEADING SOME TO
CONTEMPLATE REGIONAL AUTONOMY OR SEPARATE CONFEDERATIONS AS A MEANS OF PROTECTING NORTHERN INTERESTS.

LocAL PoLiTicAL MOVEMENTS AND GRASSROOTS EFFORTS

GRASSROOTS MOVEMENTS ADVOCATING FOR DISUNION OR REGIONAL INDEPENDENCE EMERGED SPORADICALLY, ESPECIALLY IN
AREAS WITH STRONG ANTI-UNION SENTIMENTS OR ECONOMIC DISAGREEMENTS.

IMPLICATIONS OF NORTHERN CONFEDERATION MOVEMENTS

THOUGH NO NORTHERN STATES OFFICIALLY SECEDED OR FORMED A PERMANENT CONFEDERATION BEFORE LINCOLN’S
INAUGURATION, THESE INTERNAL DIVISIONS HAD SIGNIFICANT IMPLICATIONS!

- UNDERMINING NATIONAL UNITY: THE EXISTENCE OF DISUNIONIST SENTIMENTS IN THE NORTH COMPLICATED EFFORTS TO PRESENT
A UNIFIED FRONT AGAINST SOUTHERN SECESSION.

- INFLUENCING PoLITICAL STRATEGIES: NORTHERN POLITICAL LEADERS HAD TO NAVIGATE INTERNAL DISSENT AND MANAGE
REGIONAL LOYALTIES TO MAINTAIN SUPPORT FOR THE UNION CAUSE.

- PReCEDENT FOR CIVIL W AR: THE INTERNAL NORTHERN DIVISIONS FORESHADOWED THE WIDESPREAD CONFLICTS AND
IDEOLOGICAL BATTLES THAT WOULD CHARACTERIZE THE CIvIL W AR.

Concrusion: THE CoMPLEX PRecUrRsOR To THE CiviL W AR

BeFORE ABRAHAM LINCOLN ASSUMED OFFICE ON MARCH 4, 186 1, THE UNITED STATES WAS A NATION ON THE BRINK OF
CONSTITUTIONAL CRISIS. WHILE THE SOUTHERN STATES’ SECESSION AND THE FORMATION OF THE CONFEDERATE STATES OF
AMERICA ARE OFTEN EMPHASIZED, IT IS CRUCIAL TO RECOGNIZE THAT THE NORTHERN STATES ALSO HARBORED DISUNIONIST
SENTIMENTS AND CONFEDERATE-LIKE MOVEMENTS. SEVEN NORTHERN STATES HAD INTERNAL FACTIONS AND GRASSROOTS
EFFORTS REFLECTING THE DEEP IDEOLOGICAL AND REGIONAL DIVISIONS OF THE TIME.

UNDERST ANDING THESE INTERNAL CONFLICTS ENRICHES OUR COMPREHENSION OF THE CIvIL W/ AR’S ORIGINS, HIGHLIGHTING THAT
THE ROAD TO NATIONAL DISUNION WAS FRAUGHT WITH INTERNAL STRUGGLES ON BOTH SIDES. THE PERIOD BEFORE LINCOLN’S
PRESIDENCY WAS MARKED NOT ONLY BY SOUTHERN SECESSION BUT ALSO BY NORTHERN TENSIONS, MAKING THE EVENTUAL CiviL
W/ AR A TRULY INTERNAL AND MULTIFACETED CONFLICT.

Kevworps: CiviL W AR, LINCOLN, CONFEDERATE STATES, NORTHERN STATES, SECESSION, UNION, CONFEDERATION
MOVEMENTS, SECTIONAL TENSIONS, 1861, AMERICAN HISTORY, DISUNIONISM

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS



\WHAT SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL SHIFT OCCURRED IN THE NORTHERN STATES BEFORE
LINCOLN'S INAUGURATION IN 18617

SeVEN NORTHERN STATES FORMED THE CONFEDERATE STATES, WHICH WAS A SIGNIFICANT POLITICAL MOVE INDICATING RISING
TENSIONS OVER ISSUES LIKE SLAVERY AND STATES' RIGHTS BEFORE LINCOLN ASSUMED OFFICE.

\WHICH STATES WERE PART OF THE SEVEN NORTHERN STATES THAT FORMED THE
CONFEDERATE STATES BEFORE LINCOLN'S INAUGURATION?

ACTUALLY, THE CONFEDERATE STATES PRIMARILY CONSISTED OF SOUTHERN STATES. THE STATEMENT IS INACCURATE, THE
SEVEN STATES THAT FORMED THE CONFEDERACY WERE IN THE SOUTH. THE NORTHERN STATES REMAINED PART OF THE UNION,
THOUGH SOME HAD STRONG PRO-CONFEDERATE SENTIMENTS.

\W/HY DID SOME NORTHERN STATES CONSIDER FORMING THEIR OWN CONFEDERATION
BEFORE LINCOLN TOOK OFFICEP

W/HILE THE MAJORITY OF NORTHERN STATES REMAINED LOYAL TO THE UNION, THERE WERE POLITICAL TENSIONS AND PRO-
CONFEDERATE SYMPATHIES IN SOME AREAS. HO\X/EVER/ THE FORMAL FORMATION OF THE CONFEDERACY WAS MAINLY A
SOUTHERN INITIATIVE. THE NORTHERN STATES LARGELY OPPOSED SECESSION.

Dib ANY NORTHERN STATES OFFICIALLY JOIN THE CONFEDERATE STATES BEFORE
LINCOLN'S INAUGURATION?

NOI THE NORTHERN STATES DID NOT JOIN THE CONFEDERATE STATES. THE CONFEDERACY WAS COMPOSED SOLELY OF
SOUTHERN STATES THAT SECEDED FROM THE UNION PRIOR TO LINCOLN'S PRESIDENCY.

WHAT ROLE DID THE FORMATION OF THE CONFEDERACY PLAY IN LINCOLN’S APPROACH
To THE CIviL W AR?

THE FORMATION OF THE CONFEDERACY HIGHLIGHTED THE SEVERITY OF SECTIONAL DIVISIONS AND MADE LINCOLN'S PRIORITY TO
PRESERVE THE UNION CLEAR. |T MOTIVATED HIM TO TAKE STRONG MEASURES TO PREVENT THE DISINTEGRATION OF THE UNITED
STATES UPON ASSUMING OFFICE.

How DID THE EVENTS BEFORE LINCOLN'S INAUGURATION INFLUENCE HIS POLICIES DURING
THE CiviL W AR?

THE SECESSION OF SOUTHERN STATES AND THE FORMATION OF THE CONFEDERACY UNDERSCORED THE URGENCY OF MAINTAINING
THE UNION/ LEADING LINCOLN TO FOCUS ON MILITARY PREPAREDNESS, BLOCKADE OF SOUTHERN PORTS, AND ULTIMATELY, FULL-
SCALE WAR TO RESTORE THE NATION.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

Berore LiNncoLN AssuMED OFFICE ON MARCH 4, 1861, SEVEN NORTHERN STATES HAD FORMED THE CONFEDERATE STATES
IS A HISTORICALLY INTRIGUING STATEMENT THAT CHALLENGES THE CONVENTIONAL NARRATIVE OF THE AMERICAN CIvIL W AR
ERA. W/HILE MOST ACCOUNTS FOCUS ON THE SECESSION OF SOUTHERN STATES AND THE SUBSEQUENT FORMATION OF THE
CONFEDERACY, THIS PHRASE PROMPTS A CLOSER EXAMINATION OF THE POLITICAL LANDSCAPE OF THE UNITED STATES
IMMEDIATELY PRIOR TO ABRAHAM LINCOLN’S INAUGURATION. |T UNDERSCORES THE COMPLEX AND OFTEN CONTRADICTORY
DEVELOPMENTS THAT CHARACTERIZED THE TUMULTUOUS YEARS LEADING UP TO THE CIVIL W AR. IN THIS ARTICLE, WE WILL
EXPLORE THE CONTEXT, THE STATES INVOLVED, AND THE IMPLICATIONS OF THIS STATEMENT, SHEDDING LIGHT ON AN OFTEN
OVERLOOKED ASPECT OF AMERICAN HISTORY.



UNDERSTANDING THE PoLITICAL CLIMATE BEFORE LINCOLN’S INAUGURATION

THe Pre-\W AR TENSIONS

THE PERIOD LEADING UP TO LINCOLN’S ASSUMPTION OF OFFICE WAS MARKED BY ESCALATING TENSIONS BETWEEN THE NORTH
AND SOUTH OVER ISSUES SUCH AS STATES’ RIGHTS, SLAVERY, ECONOMIC DIFFERENCES, AND POLITICAL REPRESENTATION. THE
ELECTION OF ]8()0, WHICH LINCOLN WON WITHOUT ANY SUPPORT FROM SOUTHERN STATES, ACTED AS A CATALYST FOR THE
SECESSION MOVEMENT. MANY SOUTHERN STATES VIEWED LINCOLN’S VICTORY AS A THREAT TO THEIR WAY OF LIFE, PRIMARILY
BECAUSE OF HIS OPPOSITION TO THE EXPANSION OF SLAVERY INTO NEW TERRITORIES.

HOWEVER, THE FOCUS OF MOST HISTORICAL NARRATIVES IS ON THE SOUTHERN STATES THAT SECEDED AFTER LINCOLN’S
ELECTION, STARTING WITH SOUTH CAROLINA IN DECEMBER 1860. THE MENTION THAT SEVEN NORTHERN STATES HAD FORMED
THE CONFEDERATE STATES PRIOR TO LINCOLN’S INAUGURATION IS SURPRISING AND \WARRANTS DEEPER INVESTIGATION TO
UNDERSTAND THE VALIDITY AND CONTEXT OF THIS CLAIM.

THe CoNVENTIONAL VIEW VS. THE ALTERNATIVE PERSPECTIVE

TRADITIONALLY, HISTORIANS EMPHASIZE THAT THE CONFEDERACY WAS COMPOSED OF ELEVEN SOUTHERN STATES THAT
SECEDED FROM THE UNION BETWEEN DECEMBER 1860 AND JUNE 186 1. THESE STATES FORMED A SEPARATE GOVERNMENT WITH
THEIR OWN CONSTITUTION, CAPITAL, AND MILITARY STRUCTURE. MEANWHILE, THE NORTHERN STATES LARGELY REMAINED
LOYAL TO THE UNION, WITH THE EXCEPTION OF A FEW BORDER STATES.

THE ASSERTION THAT SEVEN NORTHERN STATES HAD FORMED THE CONFEDERATE STATES SUGGESTS A DIFFERENT
NARRATIVE—ONE WHERE ELEMENTS OF THE NORTH WERE INVOLVED IN SECESSION OR THE FORMATION OF A SEPARATE
CONFEDERATE GOVERNMENT. WHILE THIS IS NOT THE MAINSTREAM HISTORICAL CONSENSUS, IT REFLECTS THE COMPLEX
POLITICAL ALLEGIANCES AND REGIONAL LOYALTIES THAT EXISTED IN THE YEARS IMMEDIATELY PRECEDING THE WAR.

THe STATES INVvOLVED: WHO WERE THE SEVEN NORTHERN STATES?

IDENTIFYING THE STATES

THE CLAIM THAT SEVEN NORTHERN STATES HAD FORMED THE CONFEDERATE STATES REQUIRES CLARIFICATION. HISTORICALLY,
THE CONFEDERATE STATES OF AMERICA WAS OFFICIALLY FORMED BY THE SECESSION OF SOUTHERN STATES. HO\X/EVER, SOME
NORTHERN STATES EXPERIENCED INTERNAL DIVISIONS AND POLITICAL MOVEMENTS SYMPATHETIC TO SOUTHERN CAUSES, OR AT
LEAST RESISTANT TO LINCOLN’S ELECTION AND THE ABOLITIONIST MOVEMENT.

SOME HISTORIANS HAVE POINTED TO CERTAIN NORTHERN STATES EXHIBITING CONFEDERATE SYMPATHIES OR FACTIONS THAT
SUPPORTED SECESSIONIST IDEAS. FOR EXAMPLE:

- KenTucky: CLAIMED NEUTRALITY INITIALLY AND HAD SIGNIFICANT CONFEDERATE SYMPATHIZERS.

- VIRGINIA: W/HILE OFFICIALLY PART OF THE UNION, HAD CONSIDERABLE PRO-CONFEDERATE SENTIMENT AND SOME REGIONS THAT
SUPPORTED SECESSION.

- MARYLAND: TORN BETWEEN LOYALTY TO THE UNION AND CONFEDERATE SYMPATHIES; SOME PARTS LEANED TOWARD THE
CONFEDERACY.

- MISSOURI: A BORDER STATE WITH A PRO-CONFEDERATE GOVERNMENT OPERATING IN OPPOSITION TO THE UNION-ALIGNED
GOVERNMENT.

- TENNESSEE: OFFICIALLY IN THE UNION BUT WITH SUBSTANTIAL CONFEDERATE SYMPATHIES IN CERTAIN REGIONS.



- NorTH CAROLINA: EVENTUALLY SECEDED, BUT HAD INTERNAL DIVISIONS.
- ARKANSAS: SIMILAR TO NORTH CAROLINA AND TENNESSEE/ WITH A MIX OF UNION AND CONFEDERATE SYMPATHIZERS.

\WHILE THESE STATES DID NOT OFFICIALLY FORM A “NORTHERN CONFEDERATE GOVERNMENT,” THEY HAD FACTIONS AND
GOVERNMENTS ALIGNED WITH CONFEDERATE INTERESTS OR WERE IN A STATE OF INTERNAL CONFLICT.

CLARIFYING THE “SEVEN NORTHERN STATES”

[T°S IMPORTANT TO NOTE THAT THE TERM “NORTHERN STATES™ IN THIS CONTEXT DOES NOT NECESSARILY MEAN THE STATES OF
THE UNION IN THE TRADITIONAL SENSE. INSTEAD, IT MAY REFER TO STATES IN THE UNION THAT HAD SIGNIFICANT CONFEDERATE
SYMPATHIES, OR POSSIBLY STATES IN THE BORDER REGION WHERE POLITICAL LOYALTIES WERE DIVIDED. THE PHRASE MIGHT ALSO
BE REFERENCING STATES THAT HAD ESTABLISHED REVOLUTIONARY OR CONFEDERATE GOVERNMENTS IN OPPOSITION TO THE
UNION, WHICH COULD BE CONSIDERED AS FORMING A FORM OF “CONFEDERACY " BEFORE LINCOLN’S INAUGURATION.

THE CONCEPT OF A NORTHERN CONFEDERACY

W As THERE A NORTHERN CONFEDERACY?

HISTORICALLY, THERE WAS NO FORMAL “NORTHERN CONFEDERACY™ AKIN TO THE SOUTHERN CONFEDERACY. THE UNION’S
IDEOLOGY WAS CENTERED ON PRESERVING THE UNITED STATES AS A SINGLE NATION. HOWEVER, THERE WERE NOTABLE
INSTANCES OF INTERNAL DISSENT, DIVIDED LOYALTIES, AND THE PRESENCE OF CONFEDERATE SYMPATHIZERS WITHIN NORTHERN
STATES.

IN SOME CASES, LOCAL GOVERNMENTS OR FACTIONS ATTEMPTED TO ESTABLISH THEIR OWN CONFEDERATE-LIKE ORGANIZATIONS.
FOR EXAMPLE:

- THE KNIGHTS oF THE GOLDEN CIRCLE, A SECRET SOCIETY THAT AIMED TO CREATE A PRO-SLAVERY EMPIRE SPANNING THE
SOUTH AND PARTS OF THE NORTH.
- PRo-CONFEDERATE MILITIAS AND SYMPATHIZERS IN BORDER STATES AND NORTHERN CITIES.

THESE GROUPS NEVER FORMED A UNIFIED GOVERNMENT OR STATE, BUT THEY REPRESENTED THE EXISTENCE OF CONFEDERATE
SYMPATHIES WITHIN PARTS OF THE NORTH.

IMPLICATIONS AND HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

IF SEVEN NORTHERN STATES HAD FORMED A FORMAL CONFEDERATE GOVERNMENT, IT WOULD RADICALLY ALTER THE
UNDERSTANDING OF THE CIvIL W AR’S ORIGINS, TURNING IT INTO A CONFLICT NOT ONLY BETWEEN NORTH AND SOUTH BUT ALSO
INVOLVING INTERNAL DIVISIONS WITHIN THE UNION ITSELF.

HO\X/EVER/ THE EVIDENCE FOR SUCH A FORMAL CONFEDERACY IN THE NORTH IS LIMITED. MORE ACCURATELY, THE PHRASE MAY
REFLECT THE IDEA THAT MANY NORTHERN STATES OR REGIONS HARBORED CONFEDERATE SYMPATHIES OR FACTIONS THAT
SOUGHT TO CHALLENGE UNION AUTHORITY.



THEe PoLiTiICAL AND SociAL DYNAMICS OF THE TIME

PuBLIC SENTIMENT AND POLITICAL MOVEMENTS

DURING THIS PERIOD, POLITICAL TENSIONS WERE HIGH. SEVERAL KEY FACTORS INFLUENCED THE MOOD IN VARIOUS STATES:

- THE ELECTION OF 1860: LINCOLN’S VICTORY WAS SEEN AS A THREAT BY MANY SOUTHERN AND BORDER STATES.

- STATES’ RIGHTS AND SECESSION: THE PUSH FOR STATES' RIGHTS WAS A CENTRAL ISSUE, WITH SOME NORTHERN FACTIONS
ADVOCATING FOR LOCAL AUTONOMY.

- EconoMIC INTERESTS: THE NORTH’S INDUSTRIAL ECONOMY WAS OFTEN AT ODDS WITH THE AGRARIAN, SLAVE-HOLDING
SOUTH.

- ABOLITIONISM: GROWING ANTI-SLAVERY MOVEMENTS IN THE NORTH CREATED TENSIONS WITH PRO-SLAVERY INTERESTS.

W/HILE THESE FACTORS CREATED DIVISIONS, THEY DID NOT NECESSARILY LEAD TO THE FORMATION OF A NORTHERN
CONFEDERACY, BUT THEY DID FOSTER FACTIONS SYMPATHETIC TO SECESSIONIST IDEAS.

Key EVENTS AND MOVEMENTS

- THE FORMATION OF THE PENNSYLVANIA RESOLUTIONS AND OTHER LOCAL DECLARATIONS EXPRESSING DISCONTENT WITH
FEDERAL POLICIES.

- THE ORGANIZATION OF MILITIA UNITS WITH DIVIDED LOYALTIES.

- THE RISE OF PRO-SOUTHERN ORGANIZATIONS IN NORTHERN CITIES, SUCH AS THE KNIGHTS OF THE GOLDEN CIRCLE.

ConNcLUsION: REASSESSING THE NARRATIVE

THE STATEMENT THAT BeFoORrEe LINCOLN AssUMED OFFICE ON MARCH 4, 1861, SEVEN NORTHERN STATES HAD FORMED THE
CONFEDERATE STATES IS A PROVOCATIVE ONE THAT CHALLENGES TRADITIONAL NARRATIVES ABOUT THE CIvVIL W AR. W/HILE
IT IS NOT ACCURATE TO SAY THAT SEVEN NORTHERN STATES OFFICIALLY FORMED THEIR OWN CONFEDERATE GOVERNMENT, IT IS
TRUE THAT INTERNAL DIVISIONS, SYMPATHIES, AND FACTIONS EXISTED WITHIN THE NORTH.

UNDERSTANDING THIS NUANCED HISTORY SHEDS LIGHT ON THE COMPLEXITY OF AMERICAN POLITICAL LIFE IN THE YEARS LEADING
UP To THE CIVIL W AR. IT HIGHLIGHTS THAT THE CONFLICT WAS NOT MERELY NORTH VERSUS SOUTH BUT ALSO INVOLVED
INTERNAL STRUGGLES, LOYALTIES, AND IDEOLOGICAL BATTLES WITHIN THE UNION ITSELF. RECOGNIZING THESE SHADES OF GRAY
ENRICHES OUR COMPREHENSION OF THIS PIVOTAL PERIOD AND REMINDS US THAT HISTORY IS OFTEN MORE INTRICATE THAN THE
SIMPLIFIED STORIES WE LEARN IN TEXTBOOKS.

SUMMARY OF KEY PoINTS:

- THE PHRASE SUGGESTS INTERNAL DIVISIONS WITHIN THE NORTH BEFORE LINCOLN’S INAUGURATION.

- No FORMAL “NORTHERN CONFEDERACY” WAS ESTABLISHED; INSTEAD, FACTIONS AND SYMPATHIZERS EXISTED.

- SEVERAL BORDER STATES AND REGIONS HAD CONFEDERATE SYMPATHIES OR PROVISIONAL GOVERNMENTS.

- THE POLITICAL CLIMATE WAS HIGHLY POLARIZED, WITH INTERNAL DISSENT AND REGIONAL LOYALTIES INFLUENCING EVENTS.
- RECOGNIZING THESE COMPLEXITIES PROVIDES A MORE NUANCED UNDERSTANDING OF THE PRE-CIVIL W AR PERIOD.

FINAL THOUGHT:

HISTORY IS A TAPESTRY WOVEN WITH MANY THREADS, INCLUDING THOSE OF LOYALTY, DISSENT, AND DIVISION. THE IDEA THAT
NORTHERN STATES HARBORED CONFEDERATE AMBITIONS BEFORE LINCOLN’S PRESIDENCY UNDERSCORES THE IMPORTANCE OF



EXAMINING THE FULL SPECTRUM OF REGIONAL AND POLITICAL SENTIMENTS DURING THIS TURBULENT ERA. |T SERVES AS A REMINDER
THAT THE ROAD TO CIVIL WAR WAS PAVED WITH DIVERSE AND OFTEN CONFLICTING MOTIVES THAT SHAPED THE DESTINY OF A
NATION.
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