Character Is What You Are In The Dark. " Dwight
Lyman Moody Which Statements Are

Interpretations Of The

Character Is What You Are In The Dark." Dwight Lyman Moody Which Statements Are Interpretations
Of The

The essence of true character has been a topic of profound reflection among theologians,
philosophers, and leaders for centuries. Among those who eloquently addressed this subject is Dwight
Lyman Moody, a renowned American evangelist and publisher from the 19th century. His insights
continue to resonate today, emphasizing that our true nature is revealed not when circumstances are

favorable, but when they are challenging—specifically, in the dark.

This article explores the meaning behind the statement "Character Is What You Are In The Dark,"

examines Dwight Lyman Moody’s key statements related to this concept, and interprets how his words
reflect a broader understanding of integrity, moral strength, and authenticity. We will also analyze how
Moody’s perspectives can serve as guiding principles for personal development and spiritual growth in

contemporary life.

Understanding the Significance of '""Character Is What You Are

In The Dark"

Defining the Metaphor of Darkness in Character Development

The phrase "in the dark" symbolizes times of adversity, temptation, solitude, or moral testing. It



suggests moments when external validation is absent, and individuals are left with only their true

selves. In these moments, integrity, honesty, and moral fiber are put to the test.

- Darkness as a metaphor for trials: Challenges and hardships often reveal a person’s genuine
character.

- The importance of inner strength: True character is not about superficial virtues displayed in the
spotlight but about enduring qualities revealed in private.

- Authenticity in solitude: When no one is watching, who are you? This is the critical question that the

dark metaphor prompts us to consider.

The core idea is that character, unlike superficial reputation, is forged and revealed when

circumstances are least favorable.

Dwight Lyman Moody’s Statements on Character and Darkness

Dwight Lyman Moody’s teachings and statements provide profound insight into the nature of character
and its development. His words often emphasize that true virtue manifests under pressure and that

moral integrity must be cultivated in private before it can be displayed publicly.

Key Statements by Dwight Lyman Moody

1. "Character is what you are in the dark."

2. "What you are in the dark is what you are."

3. "The measure of a man’s real character is what he would do if he knew he would never be found
out."

4. "Integrity is doing the right thing when no one is watching."

5. "Be of good cheer; the darkness will pass."

Each of these statements underscores a fundamental truth about human nature and morality. They



highlight that external appearances can be deceiving, and only the internal qualities held in private

reflect true character.

Interpretations of Dwight Moody’s Statements

1. "Character is what you are in the dark."

Interpretation:

This phrase encapsulates the idea that genuine character is revealed during private moments of
solitude or difficulty. It suggests that external success or reputation are superficial if they are not
backed by internal virtues. Moody believed that true morality and integrity are hidden treasures, only

fully visible when circumstances strip away superficial layers.

Implication:
- Personal integrity is a private matter that defines who you are.
- The way you conduct yourself when no one is watching is the true measure of your character.

- Developing a strong moral foundation requires consistent effort, especially in private.

2. "What you are in the dark is what you are."

Interpretation:
This statement emphasizes authenticity. It asserts that our true selves are revealed in difficult times,
not in moments of ease or popularity. Moody’s perspective encourages individuals to focus on

cultivating inner virtues that withstand the test of adversity.

Implication:

- Authenticity is rooted in moral consistency.



- External appearances are secondary; internal virtues define us.

- Personal growth involves aligning actions in both public and private spheres.

3. "The measure of a man’s real character is what he would do if he

knew he would never be found out."

Interpretation:

This statement challenges individuals to consider their actions when accountability is absent. It
highlights that true character is demonstrated through actions taken in private, without concern for
reputation or consequences. Moody advocates for integrity that is unwavering, regardless of external

oversight.

Implication:
- Moral choices in private reveal true integrity.
- Developing a strong character involves internal discipline and self-awareness.

- Ethical behavior should not be motivated solely by external validation.

4. "Integrity is doing the right thing when no one is watching."

Interpretation:
This classic quote underlines that integrity is the foundation of character. Moody believed that moral
strength is exemplified in private conduct, emphasizing that character is built upon consistent principles

rather than external appearances.

Implication:
- Personal accountability is vital in character development.
- Building integrity involves daily choices aligned with moral values.

- External validation is insufficient; internal conviction matters most.



5. "Be of good cheer; the darkness will pass."

Interpretation:
While not directly about character, this statement offers encouragement during difficult times,
reinforcing the idea that challenges and darkness are temporary. It supports the notion that

perseverance in private virtue leads to eventual light and growth.

Implication:
- Maintaining moral integrity during tough times is vital for character development.
- Hope and resilience are essential qualities in facing adversity.

- The temporary nature of darkness reminds us to stay committed to our principles.

Broader Context of Dwight Moody’s Teachings on Character

Dwight Lyman Moody’s teachings extend beyond individual statements. His life's work centered on

moral and spiritual integrity, emphasizing that character is the foundation of a meaningful life.
Core Principles from Moody’s Philosophy:

- Inner Morality: True character is cultivated through daily acts of honesty, kindness, and faith.

- Private Virtues: Virtues developed in private are more significant than those displayed publicly.

- Resilience in Adversity: Hard times are opportunities for character growth, not just challenges to be
endured.

- Authentic Christianity: Moody believed that genuine faith manifests in moral integrity, especially when

no one else is watching.

Impact on Personal and Spiritual Growth:
Moody’s emphasis on character influences modern self-improvement and leadership. His teachings

inspire individuals to focus on inner virtues, cultivate resilience, and maintain integrity regardless of



external circumstances.

Applying Moody’s Principles in Contemporary Life

In today’s fast-paced, digitally connected world, the importance of genuine character is more relevant

than ever. Here’s how Moody’s insights can be applied today:

1. Cultivate Inner Virtues:
- Practice honesty, humility, patience, and kindness daily.

- Reflect on your actions, especially when alone.

2. Prioritize Integrity Over Image:
- Make choices based on moral principles, not external approval.

- Resist temptations that compromise your values.

3. Embrace Challenges as Growth Opportunities:
- View adversity as a chance to strengthen your character.

- Maintain hope and resilience during tough times.

4. Lead by Example:
- Demonstrate integrity in personal and professional life.

- Inspire others through authentic behavior.

5. Develop Private Accountability:
- Regularly evaluate your actions in private moments.

- Seek spiritual or personal disciplines that reinforce your moral commitments.



Conclusion

"Character is what you are in the dark" remains a powerful reminder that true virtue and integrity are
revealed not during times of ease but in moments of solitude, temptation, and adversity. Dwight Lyman
Moody’s statements and teachings emphasize that authentic character is built through consistent inner
strength, moral discipline, and unwavering commitment to doing what is right, regardless of external

scrutiny.

By reflecting on Moody’s insights, individuals today can strive to develop a resilient, genuine character
that stands firm in the face of life's challenges. Embracing the principles of private virtue and internal

integrity ensures that, when the lights go out and no one is watching, our true selves shine brightest.

Remember: Your character is your true reflection—especially when the world is in the dark.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does Dwight Lyman Moody mean by 'Character is what you are

in the dark'?

Dwight Lyman Moody emphasizes that true character is revealed not in the public eye or during easy
times, but in private moments of challenge and solitude, where one's true nature shows without

external influence.

How can Moody's statement be interpreted in terms of personal
integrity?

It suggests that genuine integrity is demonstrated when a person remains steadfast and honest even

when no one is watching, highlighting the importance of inner moral strength.



What are some common misconceptions about character based on
Moody's quote?

A common misconception is that character is only demonstrated through actions in public; however,

Moody's statement implies that true character is best revealed in private, behind closed doors.

Which statements in the quote are interpretations of Moody's view on
character?

Statements that suggest character is solely about outward appearances or that it can be easily judged
by public behavior are interpretations that contrast with Moody's emphasis on private integrity and

inner virtue.

In what ways does Moody's statement influence personal development

and self-awareness?

It encourages individuals to cultivate their inner virtues and moral consistency, understanding that true

character is built through private discipline and self-reflection.

Are there any misconceptions about what 'being in the dark’ signifies
in Moody's quote?

Yes, some interpret 'being in the dark' as ignorance or moral failure, but in Moody's context, it signifies

private moments where character is tested and revealed, not darkness as evil or shame.

How can understanding this statement impact leadership and
trustworthiness?

Recognizing that character is revealed in private encourages leaders to develop integrity behind the
scenes, fostering genuine trustworthiness and moral consistency in their personal and professional

lives.



Additional Resources

Character is What You Are In The Dark: An In-Depth Exploration of Dwight Lyman Moody’s Insights

and Interpretations

Introduction: Understanding the Essence of Character

Character is often regarded as the defining feature of a person, shaping perceptions, influencing
decisions, and determining moral integrity. Among the many voices that have explored this concept,
Dwight Lyman Moody stands out with his profound insights, emphasizing that true character reveals
itself most vividly when one is in the dark—away from the limelight, under pressure, or in moments of

solitude and challenge.

This piece delves into Moody’s statement, “Character is what you are in the dark,” unpacking its
interpretations, implications, and the foundational principles that support this view. We will explore how
Moody’s teachings align with broader moral philosophies, the role of integrity during adversity, and

how this perspective continues to resonate today.

Dwight Lyman Moody: A Brief Biography and Context

Before dissecting the statement, it's valuable to understand Moody’s background and the context in

which he made this declaration.



Who Was Dwight Lyman Moody?

- Born: February 18, 1837, in Northfield, Massachusetts.

- Died: December 22, 1899, in Northfield, Massachusetts.

- Profession: Evangelist, preacher, Christian educator.

- Legacy: Known for his revival meetings, founding the Moody Bible Institute, and influencing

evangelical Christianity in America.

Moody’s life was marked by a journey from humble beginnings to becoming one of the most influential
religious figures of the 19th century. His teachings emphasized personal morality, active faith, and the

importance of character—principles he believed were essential for genuine Christian living.

Historical and Cultural Context

Moody’s era was characterized by rapid industrialization, social upheaval, and moral challenges. In
such times, the integrity of an individual’s character was not just personal virtue but also a moral
necessity for societal stability. His statement reflects a response to these turbulent times, emphasizing

authenticity and moral steadfastness.

Dissecting the Statement: “Character is what you are in the

dark”

At its core, Moody’s assertion invites reflection on authenticity, integrity, and moral fiber. Let’s explore

its core components.



Literal and Figurative Interpretations

- Literal interpretation: When no one is watching, what do you do? Your true character is revealed in
private moments when external validation or societal pressures are absent.
- Figurative interpretation: The “dark” symbolizes times of hardship, temptation, or solitude—periods

when external influences are minimal, and one’s true nature emerges.

Core Themes Embedded in the Statement

1. Authenticity: True character is not performative or superficial; it is genuine and consistent regardless

of circumstances.

2. Integrity: The measure of a person’s moral strength is their behavior when no one is observing or

judging.
3. Resilience in Adversity: Difficult times test and reveal the depth of one’s moral fiber.

4. Self-awareness: Recognizing one’s true self often occurs in solitude or when faced with moral

dilemmas.

Interpretations of Moody’s Statement

Analyzing Moody’s statement yields multiple layers of interpretation, each emphasizing different

aspects of character development.



1. Character as an Inner Quality Revealed in Private Moments

- Insight: True character is not about outward appearances or reputation but about inner virtues.

- Implication: People may present themselves well publicly, but their real nature is exposed during
private moments of decision-making or temptation.

- Example: An individual may appear honest in public but might compromise integrity when no one is

watching.

2. The Test of Moral Strength During Challenges and Temptations

- Insight: Hardships and temptations serve as the “dark” moments that test our moral resolve.
- Implication: Enduring and acting rightly under pressure demonstrates genuine character.

- Example: Resisting unethical shortcuts in business when no authority is present.

3. The Importance of Consistency in Values

- Insight: Authenticity involves aligning one’s actions in both public and private spheres.

- Implication: A person’s character is consistent across different contexts, not just when it’s convenient.

4. Self-Discovery and Moral Reflection

- Insight: Darkness or solitude offers opportunities for self-examination.
- Implication: Knowing oneself deeply involves honest reflection during solitary or challenging
moments.

- Example: Personal growth often occurs in moments of silence or crisis.



5. The Role of Faith and Spirituality in Character Formation

- Insight: For Moody, a Christian evangelist, character is intertwined with one’s relationship with God,
especially evident when one is alone.

- Implication: Faith inspires individuals to uphold moral standards even in private moments.

Broader Philosophical and Moral Perspectives

Moody’s interpretation aligns with and enhances various philosophical understandings of character.

1. Virtue Ethics

- Foundation: Moral virtue is developed through habitual actions, especially in private.
- Connection: Moody’s emphasis on what one does “in the dark” echoes Aristotle’s view that virtues

are cultivated through consistent practice, especially when no external observer is present.

2. Kantian Ethics

- Foundation: Moral actions are judged by their adherence to duty, not
external validation.

- Connection: Acting rightly in private aligns with Kant’s view that



morality is rooted in the intention and adherence to the moral law

within.

3. Christian Moral Philosophy

- Foundation: Character is shaped by genuine faith and integrity,
especially in moments of solitude.

- Connection: Moody’s statement reinforces the idea that true
spirituality manifests when no one is observing, revealing sincerity

rather than superficial piety.

The Significance of ‘In The Dark’ in Modern Contexts

While Moody’s statement was rooted in a 19th-century worldview, its

relevance persists in contemporary society.



1. Personal Integrity

- In an age dominated by social media, where image management is

ubiquitous, Moody’s insight serves as a reminder that authenticity is

best demonstrated when no one is watching.

2. Leadership and Accountability

- Leaders are often tested during crises or in private moments of

decision-making. Their true character is revealed in these times.

3. Moral Courage

- Facing ethical dilemmas alone, or in isolation, requires moral

courage—a trait that Moody’s statement highlights as the core of true

character.

4. Self-Development and Inner Growth



- Personal growth depends on honest reflections during solitude,
acknowledging flaws, and striving for virtue away from external

applause.

Practical Applications and Implications

Understanding Moody’s perspective allows for tangible steps toward

cultivating authentic character.

1. Self-Assessment and Reflection

- Regularly evaluate your actions when no one is watching.
- Reflect on moments of temptation or difficulty and how you

responded.



2. Building Resilience in Adversity

- Embrace hardships as opportunities to demonstrate and strengthen
character.
- Develop habits that align with your core values, regardless of

external circumstances.

3. Cultivating Inner Virtue

- Engage in spiritual or moral disciplines that reinforce integrity.

- Practice honesty, humility, and patience during private moments.

4. Aligning Public and Private Life

- Strive for consistency between outward behavior and inner

convictions.



- Avoid superficiality by nurturing genuine virtues.

Critiques and Limitations of the Statement

While Moody’s assertion is inspiring, some critiques and limitations are

worth considering.

- Overemphasis on Private Morality: Critics argue that focusing solely
on “what you are in the dark” might neglect the importance of public
accountability and community responsibility.

- Potential for Self-Deception: Individuals might deceive themselves
into believing they are virtuous based solely on private actions,
ignoring the importance of external feedback.

- Cultural Variations: In some cultures, communal harmony and
reputation might be prioritized over private morality, challenging the

universality of Moody’s interpretation.



Conclusion: The Enduring Wisdom of Moody’s Insight

Dwight Lyman Moody’s statement, “Character is what you are in the
dark,” encapsulates a timeless truth about human morality and
integrity. It emphasizes that genuine character is not merely about
appearances or external reputation but about the unseen, often

unspoken, inner qualities that define a person.

In a world where external validation often takes precedence, Moody’s
perspective calls for introspection, honesty, and consistency. It
reminds us that true virtue is revealed not in the spotlight but in the
quiet moments of solitude and challenge. Developing such character
requires deliberate effort, moral resilience, and faith—principles that

are as relevant today as they were in Moody’s time.

By embracing the idea that our true selves are exposed when no one

is watching, we commit to living authentically, cultivating inner virtues,



and building a moral foundation that withstands the tests of darkness
and adversity. In doing so, we align ourselves with Moody’s enduring
legacy—a call to integrity, authenticity, and moral strength in all

circumstances.
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