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Mastering Sentence Combination: A Guide to Writing
Clear and Concise Sentences

Effective writing often involves combining sentences to improve flow, eliminate redundancy, and
create more engaging content. One fundamental technique is to combine each pair of sentences into
a single, cohesive statement. For example, consider the sentences: "Dennis cared for pets. They were
happy." When combined, they can form: "Dennis cared for pets, and they were happy." This simple
transformation not only improves readability but also enhances the overall quality of your writing.

The Importance of Sentence Combination in Writing

Why Combine Sentences?

Enhances Clarity: Combining sentences reduces ambiguity by linking related ideas.

Improves Flow: Seamless sentences make your writing more engaging and easier to read.

Reduces Redundancy: Merging sentences eliminates unnecessary repetition, making your
text more concise.

Demonstrates Writing Skill: Skillfully combining sentences showcases your mastery of
language and syntax.

Common Techniques for Combining Sentences

Using Coordinating Conjunctions: (and, but, or, nor, for, so, yet)1.

Using Subordinating Conjunctions: (because, although, since, unless, while)2.

Using Semicolons: to connect closely related ideas3.



Using Relative Clauses: to add descriptive information4.

Step-by-Step Guide to Combining Sentences

1. Identify the Sentences to Combine
Start by selecting pairs of sentences that are related in meaning. For example:
- "Dennis cared for pets."
- "They were happy."

2. Determine the Relationship Between the Sentences
Understand whether the second sentence provides a reason, contrast, or additional information about
the first.

3. Choose the Appropriate Combining Technique
Based on the relationship, decide whether to use a coordinating conjunction, subordinating
conjunction, semicolon, or relative clause.

4. Construct the Combined Sentence
Write the new sentence, ensuring it maintains clarity and grammatical correctness.

5. Review for Clarity and Conciseness
Edit the sentence for readability and eliminate unnecessary words.

Examples of Combining Sentences

Example 1: Simple Addition
- Original sentences:
- "Dennis cared for pets."
- "They were happy."
- Combined sentence:
- "Dennis cared for pets, and they were happy."



Example 2: Cause and Effect
- Original sentences:
- "Dennis cared for pets."
- "They were happy because he was gentle."
- Combined sentence:
- "Dennis cared for pets because he was gentle, and they were happy."

Example 3: Contrast
- Original sentences:
- "Dennis cared for pets."
- "They were anxious."
- Combined sentence:
- "Dennis cared for pets, but they were anxious."

Practice Exercise: Combine These Sentence Pairs

Below are some sentence pairs for you to practice combining. Try to create clear, concise sentences
using the techniques discussed.

"The dog barked loudly." "The neighbors were annoyed."1.

"Dennis fed the cats." "He forgot to feed the fish."2.

"The weather was cold." "They decided to stay indoors."3.

"She studied hard." "She wanted to pass the exam."4.

"The team trained daily." "They aimed to win the championship."5.

Tips for Effective Sentence Combining

Maintain the original meaning: Ensure that combining sentences does not distort the
intended message.

Use appropriate punctuation: Semicolons, commas, and conjunctions help clarify
relationships.

Vary sentence structure: Mix simple, compound, and complex sentences for better rhythm.

Avoid over-combining: Sometimes, keeping sentences separate improves clarity.



Benefits of Mastering Sentence Combination

Learning how to effectively combine sentences offers numerous benefits:

Enhanced Writing Skills: Better sentence structure leads to more professional and polished
writing.

Increased Readability: Well-constructed sentences make your content easier to understand.

Time Efficiency: Combining sentences reduces wordiness and streamlines your writing
process.

Stronger Arguments: Clear, combined sentences strengthen your arguments and ideas.

Conclusion: Elevate Your Writing Through Sentence
Combination

Mastering the art of combining sentences is a vital skill for writers aiming to produce clear, concise,
and engaging content. Whether you're drafting an article, essay, or story, understanding how to write
new sentences by merging related ideas enhances the overall quality of your work. Practice regularly
with different sentence pairs, utilize various combining techniques, and review your sentences to
ensure clarity. Over time, this skill will become second nature, empowering you to communicate more
effectively and confidently.

Additional Resources for Improving Sentence Structure

Grammarly's Guide to Compound Sentences

Purdue OWL on Coordinating Conjunctions

UNC Writing Center on Compound Sentences

By applying these techniques and practicing regularly, you'll develop a stronger command of
sentence structure, making your writing more compelling and professional.

https://www.grammarly.com/blog/compound-sentences/
https://owl.purdue.edu/owl/general_writing/grammar/coord_conj.html
https://writingcenter.unc.edu/tips-and-tools/compound-sentences/


Frequently Asked Questions

How can you combine the sentences 'Dennis cared for pets.'
and 'They were' into a single sentence?
You can combine them as: Dennis cared for pets because they were important to him.

What is an example of a combined sentence from 'Dennis
cared for pets.' and 'They were'?
Dennis cared for pets because they were his responsibility.

What is the purpose of combining sentences like 'Dennis
cared for pets.' and 'They were'?
The purpose is to create a more concise and cohesive sentence that clearly shows the relationship
between the ideas.

How does combining sentences improve writing clarity?
Combining sentences helps to reduce fragmentation, making the meaning clearer and the writing
more fluid.

Can you give an example of a combined sentence using
'Dennis cared for pets.' and 'They were'?
Yes, for example: Dennis cared for pets because they were part of his family.

Additional Resources
Combine Each Pair Of Sentences. Write The New Sentence On The Line. 1. Dennis Cared For Pets.
They Were — this instruction emphasizes the importance of sentence combination, a fundamental
skill in both writing clarity and stylistic refinement. Whether crafting engaging narratives, professional
reports, or academic papers, effectively merging sentences enhances flow, reduces redundancy, and
delivers a more cohesive message. In this guide, we will explore the art of combining sentences,
using practical examples such as “Dennis cared for pets. They were...” to illustrate techniques that
can elevate your writing. By mastering this skill, you can create smoother, more compelling sentences
that improve readability and engagement.

---

Understanding the Importance of Combining Sentences

Combining sentences is more than just a grammatical exercise; it’s a strategic tool that enhances the
clarity and elegance of your writing. When sentences are properly combined, ideas flow seamlessly,
making your text more accessible and enjoyable for readers. Here are some key reasons why



sentence combination is essential:

- Improves Coherence: Smooth transitions between ideas help maintain the reader’s focus.
- Reduces Redundancy: Eliminates unnecessary repetition, making your writing more concise.
- Enhances Style: Creates varied sentence structures that keep the reader engaged.
- Clarifies Relationships: Shows how ideas connect, whether they are cause and effect, contrast, or
elaboration.

---

Basic Techniques for Combining Sentences

There are several methods to combine sentences effectively. Below, we’ll discuss some foundational
techniques, illustrated with examples.

1. Using Coordinating Conjunctions

Coordinating conjunctions (for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so) link two independent clauses.

Example:

- Original sentences:
Dennis cared for pets. They were loyal companions.

- Combined sentence:
Dennis cared for pets, and they were loyal companions.

2. Using Subordinating Conjunctions

Subordinating conjunctions (because, although, since, while, when, if) introduce a dependent clause
and connect ideas more closely.

Example:

- Original sentences:
Dennis cared for pets. He believed they needed attention.

- Combined sentence:
Dennis cared for pets because he believed they needed attention.

3. Using Semicolons

Semicolons can link closely related independent clauses, especially when they are lengthy or contain
internal punctuation.

Example:

- Original sentences:
Dennis cared for pets. They brought him happiness.

- Combined sentence:



Dennis cared for pets; they brought him happiness.

4. Using Relative Clauses

Relative pronouns (who, which, that) add descriptive information.

Example:

- Original sentences:
Dennis cared for pets. The pets were often stray animals.

- Combined sentence:
Dennis cared for pets that were often stray animals.

---

Applying Sentence Combining to the Example: “Dennis Cared For Pets. They Were…”

Let’s examine the specific pair of sentences:

Original:
Dennis cared for pets. They were...

The second sentence appears incomplete, but we can infer that it might describe the pets, their
qualities, or what they were like. For demonstration, assume the complete version:
Dennis cared for pets. They were loyal and loving.

Step 1: Analyze the Relationship

The first sentence introduces Dennis and his action. The second describes the pets. The connection
suggests that the pets’ qualities are related to Dennis’s care.

Step 2: Choose a Suitable Combining Technique

Given that the second sentence describes the pets, a relative clause or a participial phrase could work
well.

Step 3: Create Combined Sentences

Using a relative clause:
Dennis cared for pets that were loyal and loving.

Using a participial phrase:
Dennis cared for pets, which were loyal and loving.

Using a coordinating conjunction:
Dennis cared for pets, and they were loyal and loving.

---

Practice Exercises: Combining Pairs of Sentences



To build proficiency, practice combining various pairs of sentences. Here are some examples:

| Original Sentences | Possible Combined Sentence | Technique Used |
|---------------------|----------------------------|----------------|
| The dog was playful. It loved to fetch. | The dog was playful and loved to fetch. | Coordinating
conjunction |
| Dennis adopted the cat. The cat was shy. | Dennis adopted the cat that was shy. | Relative clause |
| She was tired. She continued working. | She was tired, but she continued working. | Coordinating
conjunction (but) |
| The birds sang. The morning was bright. | The morning was bright, and the birds sang. | Coordinating
conjunction |
| He studied hard. He wanted to pass the exam. | He studied hard because he wanted to pass the
exam. | Subordinating conjunction |

---

Tips for Effective Sentence Combining

To master sentence combination, keep these tips in mind:

- Maintain clarity: Ensure the combined sentence is not overly complex or confusing.
- Preserve original meaning: Do not alter the intended message.
- Vary sentence structures: Use different techniques to create rhythm and interest.
- Avoid run-on sentences: Be cautious not to cram too many ideas into one sentence.

---

Common Mistakes to Avoid

While combining sentences, watch out for these pitfalls:

- Comma splices: Joining two independent clauses with just a comma. Correct by using a conjunction
or semicolon.
- Fragmentation: Creating incomplete sentences by improper combination.
- Loss of clarity: Overly long or complex sentences can obscure meaning. Keep sentences concise
when possible.
- Changing meaning unintentionally: Ensure the combined sentence accurately reflects the original
ideas.

---

Practical Application: Enhancing Your Writing Style

Effective sentence combination can significantly improve your writing style. For example, instead of
writing:

- Dennis cared for pets. They were loyal. They brought him happiness.

You can combine these sentences to create a more fluid narrative:

- Dennis cared for pets that were loyal and brought him happiness.



This not only condenses the information but also emphasizes the relationship between the pets’
qualities and Dennis’s feelings.

---

Final Thoughts

Mastering the skill of combining sentences is a vital step toward becoming a more proficient and
polished writer. Whether you aim to write clear reports, engaging stories, or persuasive essays,
effective sentence combination helps you communicate your ideas more powerfully. Practice
regularly, analyze well-written texts, and experiment with different techniques to find what works best
for you.

Remember, the goal is to create sentences that are clear, concise, and engaging — seamlessly
connecting ideas to guide your reader through your narrative or argument. So next time you
encounter two related sentences, consider how best to combine them, and watch your writing
improve dramatically.
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