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Understanding the motivations and aspirations of characters within a story allows for a deeper appreciation
of their roles and the themes they embody. In the context of Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun,
both Mr. Linder and the Younger family are driven by desires rooted in betterment, security, and
identity. However, their approaches, perspectives, and underlying values diverge significantly, reflecting
broader societal conflicts and personal ambitions. This article offers a comprehensive comparison between
Mr. Linder and the Youngers, exploring their common goals, differences, and what these reveal about

their characters and the societal issues at play.

Overview of Mr. Linder and the Youngers

Who Are the Characters?

- The Youngers: An African-American family striving for a better life amidst racial discrimination and
economic hardship. The family members include Walter Lee Younger, Ruth Younger, Beneatha Younger,
Travis Younger, and Lena Younger (Mama).

- Mr. Linder: A representative of the Clybourne Park Improvement Association, who appears in the play as
a suburban neighbor offering to buy out the Youngers’ new house to prevent their integration into the

predominantly white neighborhood.

Their Contexts

- The Youngers seek upward mobility, dignity, and fulfillment amid systemic barriers.
- Mr. Linder operates within the framework of racial segregation and protection of white neighborhood

interests, reflecting societal resistance to racial integration.

Common Desires and Goals

Despite their contrasting perspectives, Mr. Linder and the Youngers share some fundamental aspirations



that highlight universal human desires.

Desire for Security

- The Youngers: They desire economic stability, safe living conditions, and a secure future for their
children.
- Mr. Linder: Seeks to preserve the security and property values of his community by maintaining racial

segregation, which, in his view, safeguards the neighborhood’s stability.

Aspiration for a Better Life

- The Youngers: Their primary goal is to improve their social and economic circumstances, exemplified by
their move to a new house in a better neighborhood.
- Mr. Linder: Aims to prevent the Youngers from disrupting the status quo, thus maintaining a perceived

social order that benefits the existing residents.

Hope for Dignity and Respect

- The Youngers: Desire respect and acknowledgment as full members of society, fighting against racial
discrimination and economic marginalization.
- Mr. Linder: Wishes to uphold the dignity of his community by controlling who becomes part of it, albeit

through exclusion.

Differences in Goals and Approaches

While some goals overlap, the differences in their methods and underlying values are stark.

Attitudes Toward Racial Integration

- The Youngers: Advocate for racial equality and integration as a pathway to achieving their dreams.
- Mr. Linder: Opposes integration, viewing it as a threat to the social fabric and property values of his

community.

Methods to Achieve Goals

- The Youngers: Pursue their goals through perseverance, hope, and asserting their rights to a better life.

- Mr. Linder: Seeks to prevent change through exclusion, manipulation, and maintaining racial boundaries.



Values and Ideologies

- The Youngers: Embody values of resilience, family unity, and the pursuit of justice.
- Mr. Linder: Represents societal forces rooted in racial prejudice, conservatism, and the desire to uphold

existing social hierarchies.

Analysis of Commonalities and Divergences

Shared Human Aspirations

- Both parties are motivated by fundamental desires for security, respect, and a better future—universal
themes that transcend race and social status.
- Their aspirations reveal the human capacity for hope amidst adversity and the universal pursuit of

happiness and stability.

Contrasting Perspectives and Values

- The Youngers’ pursuit of racial equality and economic mobility contrasts sharply with Mr. Linder’s desire
to preserve racial segregation for perceived community stability.

- Their differences reflect broader societal debates about race, progress, and tradition.

Implications of Their Goals in the Play’s Context

Reflecting Societal Conflicts

- The clash between the Youngers’ aspirations and Mr. Linder’s opposition symbolizes the societal tensions
of the 1950s regarding race relations and housing policies.

- Their contrasting goals embody the struggle between progress and resistance.

Personal vs. Societal Goals

- The Youngers’ goals are personal and familial but are also tied to societal change.
- Mr. Linder’s goals are rooted in societal preservation, emphasizing collective interests over individual

aspirations.



Conclusion

The comparison between Mr. Linder and the Youngers reveals that, despite sharing basic desires such as
security, dignity, and a better future, their methods and underlying beliefs diverge significantly. The
Youngers embody hope, resilience, and the pursuit of equality, challenging societal barriers and advocating
for social change. Conversely, Mr. Linder represents societal resistance to such change, seeking to protect
existing social structures through exclusion and preservation of racial boundaries. Their contrasting goals
and approaches not only drive the narrative of A Raisin in the Sun but also highlight enduring debates

about race, progress, and community in American society.

Understanding these differences enriches our appreciation of the characters’ complexities and the play’s
themes, illustrating that the pursuit of the American Dream—though shared—can manifest in markedly

different ways depending on one’s perspectives and societal roles.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the common desires shared by Mr. Linder and the Youngers?

Both Mr. Linder and the Youngers desire better economic stability and a future with more opportunities,

aiming to improve their living conditions and achieve a sense of security.

How do Mr. Linder and the Youngers differ in their goals regarding the

new house?

While the Youngers see the new house as a step toward upward mobility and a better future, Mr. Linder's

goal is to dissuade them from moving in, prioritizing racial segregation and maintaining societal boundaries.

In what ways do Mr. Linder and the Youngers share similar hopes for
their families?

Both parties hope for a safer, more prosperous environment for their families—Mr. Linder wants to uphold

societal norms, whereas the Youngers seek a better life free from racial discrimination.

What are the primary differences in the perspectives of Mr. Linder and

the Youngers about racial integration?

Mr. Linder opposes racial integration, aiming to preserve segregation, whereas the Youngers are eager to

move into a better neighborhood regardless of racial barriers, seeking equality and dignity.



How do their differing goals reflect broader societal issues?

The Youngers' aspirations for upward mobility highlight the desire for racial equality and economic
opportunity, while Mr. Linder's stance underscores the racial prejudices and segregationist attitudes

prevalent in society.

Can we identify any shared values between Mr. Linder and the

Youngers?

Both exhibit a desire for stability and a better future for their families, though their methods and beliefs
about achieving these goals differ greatly.

‘What does the conflict between Mr. Linder and the Youngers reveal

about their differing visions of success?

It reveals that the Youngers view success as overcoming racial barriers and achieving upward mobility,

whereas Mr. Linder sees success as maintaining social order and racial separation.

Are there any similarities in the way Mr. Linder and the Youngers

approach their aspirations?

Both are deeply committed to securing a better life for their families, although their approaches are vastly

different—one through societal acceptance and the other through challenging societal norms.

‘What lessons can be learned from comparing Mr. Linder and the

Youngers regarding societal change?

The comparison highlights the importance of understanding differing perspectives and the need for societal

progress toward racial equality and open-mindedness to achieve common goals of justice and prosperity.

Additional Resources

Comparing Mr. Linder and The Youngers: Which Common Desires or Goals Do They Have? What
Differences Are?

In examining the characters of Mr. Linder from Lorraine Hansberry’s A Raisin in the Sun and the
Younger family members—Walter Lee, Beneatha, Ruth, and Mama—it's essential to understand their core
motivations, aspirations, and the conflicts that define them. Both Mr. Linder and the Youngers are deeply
invested in the pursuit of the American Dream, yet their visions and approaches diverge significantly.

Analyzing their shared desires and their contrasting methods provides insight into the social, economic, and



ideological tensions that underpin the play and reflect broader societal issues.

Common Desires and Goals: A Shared Pursuit of Betterment

1. The Pursuit of Economic Stability and Prosperity

Both Mr. Linder and the Younger family are driven by a desire for economic security, which they

perceive as a foundation for dignity and upward mobility.

- Mr. Linder’s Perspective: As a representative of the Clybourne Park Improvement Association, Mr.
Linder’s primary goal is to maintain racial segregation to preserve property values and social order. His
concern is rooted in protecting the economic interests of the white community, which he believes can be

threatened by the Younger family’s move into the neighborhood.

- The Youngers’ Perspective: The family’s desire for financial stability manifests in their aspirations for
better housing, education, and opportunities for their children. Walter Lee’s dream of opening a liquor
store, Ruth’s wish for a stable home, and Beneatha’s ambitions for higher education all reflect a collective

yearning for economic upliftment.

Shared Goal: Both parties, albeit from vastly different standpoints, aim to secure a better life through
improved economic conditions. For the Youngers, this is about actual upward mobility; for Mr. Linder, it’s

about safeguarding property value and community stability.

2. The Desire for Dignity and Respect

Respect and dignity are central to both Mr. Linder’s and the Youngers’ motivations, though expressed

differently.

- Mr. Linder’s View: He perceives segregation as a means of maintaining social order and protecting the
dignity of the white community. His desire to dissuade the Youngers from moving is rooted in a
paternalistic view that segregation preserves the dignity of both races, though this is contested by the

family.

- The Youngers’ View: They seek respect as individuals and as a family. Walter’s frustration with societal
limitations and Beneatha’s rejection of racial stereotypes showcase the Younger family’s quest to assert their

identity and humanity in a society that marginalizes them.



Shared Goal: Both seek societal acknowledgment of their worth—Mr. Linder wants to uphold the existing

social order, while the Youngers strive to redefine their place within it.

3. Aspirations for a Better Future

Underlying both characters’ actions is an optimistic desire for a future that offers more opportunities and

less oppression.

- Mr. Linder’s Role: His intervention is an attempt to prevent the Younger family from disrupting the

status quo, which he believes guarantees stability and future prosperity for the white community.

- The Youngers’ Aspirations: Their dreams encompass owning a home, securing education, and providing a
better life for their children—symbolized by Mama’s purchase of a house and Beneatha’s educational

ambitions.

Shared Goal: Both parties envisage a future where their respective visions—whether of racial harmony or

economic prosperity—are realized.

Key Differences in Goals and Perspectives

While their core desires may appear aligned in some respects, the differences in their goals and ideologies

reveal fundamental conflicts.

1. Vision of Racial Integration versus Segregation

- Mr. Linder’s Stand: He embodies the desire to maintain racial segregation, believing it benefits the white
community’s property values and social stability. His proposal to buy the house to prevent the Youngers

from moving in exemplifies his priority of racial boundaries.

- The Youngers’ Stand: They seek integration and equal opportunity, challenging the racial barriers that
have historically oppressed them. Their move into Clybourne Park signifies their desire to break free from

segregation and claim their rights as Americans.

Implication: The divergence centers on whether racial separation preserves or hinders progress. Mr.
Linder’s goal is to uphold segregation for perceived economic reasons, while the Youngers aim for

integration to achieve true equality.



2. Economic Strategies and Ethical Considerations

- Mr. Linder’s Approach: His strategy involves social manipulation and exclusion—offering monetary
incentives to dissuade the Youngers from moving in, thus preserving the racial composition of the

neighborhood.

- The Youngers’ Approach: Their strategy focuses on asserting their rights and challenging discriminatory
practices. Their pursuit involves risking social rejection and economic hardship for the chance of upward

mobility.

Difference: One approach relies on exclusion and maintaining the status quo; the other advocates for

inclusion and social change.

3. Attitudes Toward Society and Change

- Mr. Linder’s View: Represents a conservative stance that prefers stability, order, and racial boundaries. He

believes change should be cautious and controlled, preserving existing social hierarchies.

- The Youngers’ View: Embody a progressive outlook, seeking to challenge systemic inequalities and

redefine societal structures to include marginalized groups.

Contrasts: Mr. Linder’s goal is to prevent change that threatens existing privileges; the Youngers’ goal is to

catalyze change to achieve justice and equality.

Implications of Their Goals: Broader Social Commentary

The contrasting goals of Mr. Linder and the Youngers serve as a microcosm of the larger societal debates

over race, class, and progress in America.

- Systemic Oppression versus Individual Aspiration: Mr. Linder’s stance illustrates how institutional
mechanisms are used to maintain racial and economic disparities. The Youngers’ aspirations showcase the

resilience and hope of marginalized communities seeking inclusion.

- Moral and Ethical Dilemmas: The play raises questions about the morality of exclusion, the right to pursue
happiness, and the societal costs of maintaining segregation. It challenges audiences to consider whether

stability justifies injustice or if change is necessary for true progress.

- The Role of Wealth and Power: The desire for economic security influences both sides but manifests

differently—one as a means of social control, the other as a pursuit of personal dignity and family well-



being.

Conclusion: A Reflection of Societal Tensions

The comparison between Mr. Linder and the Youngers reveals that, despite their shared desire for a better
life, their fundamental differences in approach, ideology, and vision reflect deep societal divisions. The
Youngers’ quest for integration and equality clashes with Mr. Linder’s desire to uphold segregation for
perceived economic and social stability. These conflicting goals echo broader themes in American

history—the struggle for civil rights, economic justice, and social change.

Ultimately, their interactions in A Raisin in the Sun serve as a powerful commentary on the complex
dynamics of race, class, and aspirations. The play underscores that progress often requires challenging
entrenched interests and confronting moral dilemmas—lessons that remain relevant today. As society
continues to grapple with issues of inequality and justice, understanding these contrasting perspectives

offers valuable insight into the ongoing pursuit of the American Dream.
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