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Understanding how to identify and underline simple predicates in sentences is
fundamental to mastering English grammar. This exercise emphasizes the importance of
recognizing the main action words, or verbs, within sentences, specifically focusing on
those in the present tense. Accurate identification of simple predicates not only improves
grammatical accuracy but also enhances sentence clarity and comprehension. In this
comprehensive guide, we will explore the concept of simple predicates, how to identify
them in sentences, techniques for underlining them correctly, and the significance of
recognizing present tense verbs.

What Is a Simple Predicate?

A simple predicate is the main verb or verb phrase in a sentence that tells what the
subject does or is. It is the core component of the predicate part of a sentence, excluding
any modifiers or additional information. Understanding simple predicates is vital because
they form the foundation for constructing clear and correct sentences.

Definition and Examples

- Definition: The simple predicate is the main verb (or verb phrase) that expresses the
action or state of the subject.
- Examples:
- The dog barks loudly.
- She is reading a book.
- They play soccer every weekend.

Difference Between Simple and Complete Predicates

While the simple predicate is just the main verb, the complete predicate includes the verb
plus all the words that modify or complement it.

- Simple Predicate: Runs, is eating, sleep
- Complete Predicate: Runs quickly, is eating a sandwich, sleep soundly

Understanding this distinction helps in correctly underlining and analyzing sentences.



Why Focus on Present Tense Verbs?

The present tense is one of the most commonly used verb forms in English. It describes
actions happening now, general truths, or habitual activities. Recognizing present tense
verbs is essential for understanding the timing and context of actions.

Characteristics of Present Tense Verbs

- Forms:
- Base form (e.g., run, walk, sing)
- Third person singular adds "-s" or "-es" (e.g., runs, watches)
- Usage:
- To express habitual actions: I walk to school.
- To state facts: Water boils at 100°C.
- To describe general truths: The sun rises in the east.

Examples of Present Tense in Sentences

- She studies every evening.
- The cat sleeps on the sofa.
- They go to the gym regularly.

Focusing on present tense verbs in this exercise helps reinforce the understanding of
ongoing or habitual actions.

How to Draw Two Lines Under Each Simple
Predicate

The process of underlining simple predicates involves careful reading and identifying the
main action verbs. Here's a step-by-step guide to doing it correctly:

Step 1: Read the Sentence Carefully

- Focus on understanding what the sentence is conveying.
- Identify the subject and what it is doing or being.

Step 2: Find the Main Verb or Verb Phrase

- Look for the action or state of the subject.



- Exclude auxiliary verbs or additional modifiers for this exercise.

Step 3: Confirm It Is the Simple Predicate

- Ensure the verb or verb phrase expresses the core action or state.
- For example, in "The children are playing," the simple predicate is "are playing," but
since the exercise asks to underline the simple predicate, you should underline "are
playing" as the main verb phrase (if instructed to include the auxiliary). However, the
focus here is on the main verb, so "playing" might be the target.

Step 4: Draw Two Lines Under the Simple Predicate

- Use a pen or pencil to draw two straight lines under the identified verb or verb phrase.
- Make sure the lines are parallel and clearly distinguish the predicate from other parts of
the sentence.

Example:
- Sentence: The teacher explains the lesson clearly.
- Underline: explains (draw two lines under "explains").

Practice Exercises and Applications

To develop proficiency in identifying and underlining simple predicates, engaging with
varied exercises is beneficial.

Sample Sentences for Practice

The birds sing beautifully in the morning.1.

She writes letters to her friends.2.

We are watching a movie.3.

The children play in the park every afternoon.4.

He runs faster than anyone else.5.

The dog barks loudly at night.6.

My sister is studying for her exam.7.



The car stops at the red light.8.

They dance gracefully during the performance.9.

John feels happy about the news.10.

Instructions:

- For each sentence, identify the simple predicate.
- Draw two lines under the simple predicate.
- Remember to focus on present tense verbs.

Tips for Accurate Identification

- Always identify the subject first to understand what action or state you are looking for.
- Distinguish between auxiliary/helping verbs and main verbs. For this exercise, focus on
the main verb.
- Be attentive to verb phrases in the present tense, including forms like "is playing" or "are
studying."
- Practice regularly to develop an instinct for spotting simple predicates quickly.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

While identifying simple predicates might seem straightforward, several challenges can
arise. Here's how to address them:

Challenge 1: Distinguishing Between Auxiliary and Main
Verbs

- Solution: Focus on the core action or state. Auxiliary verbs (am, is, are, was, were, be,
been, being) support the main verb but are not the predicate themselves unless instructed
otherwise.
- Example: In "She is reading," the main verb is "reading." The auxiliary "is" supports the
present continuous tense.

Challenge 2: Recognizing Compound Verbs

- Solution: Identify the main verb in the verb phrase. For example, in "They have finished,"
"have finished" is the verb phrase with "finished" as the main verb.



Challenge 3: Handling Verbs in Different Tenses

- Solution: Since the focus is on present tense, ensure that the verb is in the present form.
Be cautious of past or future tense forms.

Importance of Mastering This Exercise

Mastering the skill of drawing two lines under each simple predicate in sentences is
crucial for several reasons:

- Enhances Sentence Structure Understanding: Knowing the main verb helps in parsing
sentences correctly.
- Improves Writing Skills: Accurate identification of predicates contributes to constructing
clear and correct sentences.
- Prepares for Advanced Grammar: Recognizing different verb forms and their functions
lays the foundation for learning complex grammar concepts.
- Supports Language Development: Especially for non-native speakers, this activity boosts
reading comprehension and grammatical accuracy.

Summary and Key Takeaways

- The simple predicate is the main verb or verb phrase in a sentence that indicates the
action or state.
- The exercise emphasizes identifying simple predicates in sentences written in the
present tense.
- Carefully read sentences, find the main verb, and draw two lines under it.
- Focus on present tense forms like "runs," "is playing," and "writes."
- Practice regularly with varied sentences to strengthen your skills.
- Be aware of challenges such as auxiliary verbs and compound verbs, and learn strategies
to overcome them.

Final Tips for Success

- Always read sentences slowly and carefully.
- Practice with both simple and complex sentences.
- Use a highlighter or underline to mark the predicate distinctly.
- Review your work to ensure accuracy.
- Incorporate this exercise into your daily grammar practice to build confidence and
proficiency.

By mastering the skill of drawing two lines under each simple predicate in
sentences—especially focusing on present tense verbs—you develop a strong grammatical
foundation that will support all your language learning endeavors. Keep practicing, and



over time, this process will become intuitive, greatly enhancing your understanding and
use of English grammar.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main goal of Exercise 1 regarding simple
predicates?
The main goal is to draw two lines under each simple predicate in the main clause and
identify the verb tense, which in this exercise is the present tense.

Which part of the sentence should I focus on when
completing this exercise?
You should focus on the main clause of each sentence and locate the simple predicate
within it, then draw two lines under it.

How do I identify the simple predicate in a sentence?
The simple predicate is the main verb or verb phrase that tells what the subject does or is;
identify the main verb and any auxiliaries that form the complete predicate.

What does it mean to write the verb tense as 'Present' in
this exercise?
It means you should recognize and confirm that the verb in the simple predicate is in the
present tense form, such as 'runs,' 'is,' 'writes,' etc.

Can you give an example of how to mark the simple
predicate in a sentence?
Sure, in the sentence 'She walks to school every day,' you would underline 'walks' with
two lines and note that it is in the present tense.

Why is it important to identify the verb tense when
drawing lines under the predicate?
Identifying the verb tense helps in understanding the time frame of the action and ensures
correct grammatical analysis of the sentence.

Additional Resources
Exercise 1: Draw Two Lines Under Each Simple Predicate in the Main Clause. Write the



Verb Tense: Present

---

Introduction

Language is a complex system of communication, built upon an intricate framework of
grammatical rules and syntactic structures. Among the foundational elements of sentence
construction are predicates, which serve as the core components that convey actions,
states, or occurrences. In the realm of English grammar, understanding how to identify
and analyze simple predicates within sentences is crucial for mastering syntax, improving
writing clarity, and honing editing skills.

This detailed guide focuses on a specific exercise: "Draw two lines under each simple
predicate in the main clause and write the verb tense: present." This task is designed not
only to improve grammatical awareness but also to deepen comprehension of sentence
structure, verb forms, and tense usage.

In the following sections, we explore the concept of the predicate, identify what
constitutes a simple predicate, discuss the importance of tense identification, and provide
practical strategies for completing this exercise effectively.

---

Understanding the Predicate in a Sentence

Definition of the Predicate

The predicate is the part of a sentence that tells what the subject does, is, or has. It
provides information about the subject and is typically composed of the verb and any
accompanying modifiers, objects, or complements.

Example:
- The dog barked loudly.

Here, “barked loudly” is the predicate, describing what the dog did.

Components of the Predicate

- Main Verb (Predicate Verb): The core action or state.
- Auxiliary (Helping) Verbs: Form verb tenses, aspects, or voices.
- Objects and Complements: Provide additional information about the action or subject.

---

Simple Predicate Versus Complete Predicate

Understanding the distinction is key for the exercise:

- Simple Predicate: The main verb or verb phrase that tells what the subject does or is. It
excludes any additional modifiers or objects.



Example:
- She runs every morning.
- The children are playing in the park.

- Complete Predicate: Contains the simple predicate plus all the modifiers, objects, and
complements.

Example:
- She runs every morning before sunrise.
- The children are playing in the park near the fountain.

In this exercise, focus solely on the simple predicate.

---

The Main Clause and Its Significance

Defining the Main Clause

- The main clause is a complete thought that contains a subject and a predicate.
- It can stand alone as a complete sentence.

Example:
- The teacher explains the lesson clearly.
- The birds sing at dawn.

Importance in the Exercise

- The instruction specifies identifying the simple predicate in the main clause.
- Recognizing the main clause ensures that the analysis is precise, especially in complex
sentences with multiple clauses.

---

Identifying the Simple Predicate

Step-by-Step Process

1. Locate the Subject:
Find the noun or pronoun performing the action or being described.

2. Find the Main Verb:
Determine the verb that indicates the action, occurrence, or state of being.

3. Exclude Auxiliary Verbs in the Predicate:
Auxiliary or helping verbs (e.g., am, is, are, have, has, will, can) are part of compound verb
phrases but are included within the simple predicate unless they are part of a larger verb
phrase.

4. Confirm the Main Verb's Tense:
Once identified, determine the tense of the main verb.



Example:
- The cat sleeps peacefully.
Subject: The cat
Main verb: sleeps (present tense)
Simple predicate: sleeps

---

The Role of Verb Tense: Present

Why Focus on Present Tense?

- Present tense is the most commonly used tense in English.
- It expresses habitual actions, general truths, current states, and scheduled future events.
- Recognizing present tense is vital for accurate sentence analysis and tense consistency.

Types of Present Tense

1. Simple Present:
- Describes habitual actions or general truths.
- Form: base form of the verb (add ‘s’ or ‘es’ for third person singular).
- Example: She walks every day.

2. Present Continuous (Progressive):
- Indicates ongoing actions happening now.
- Form: am/is/are + verb + ing.
- Example: They are studying now.

3. Present Perfect:
- Describes actions completed at an unspecified time or with relevance to now.
- Form: have/has + past participle.
- Example: He has finished his homework.

4. Present Perfect Continuous:
- Shows ongoing actions that started in the past and continue to the present.
- Form: have/has been + verb + ing.
- Example: I have been working all morning.

For the purposes of this exercise, focus on identifying the simple present tense forms.

---

Practical Strategies for Completing the Exercise

Step 1: Read the Sentence Carefully

- Break the sentence down to understand its structure.
- Identify the subject clearly.

Step 2: Locate the Main Verb



- Find the verb that describes the core action or state.
- Be wary of sentences with multiple verbs; identify the main one.

Step 3: Draw Two Lines Under the Simple Predicate

- Once identified, draw two straight lines underneath the main verb(s) forming the simple
predicate.
- For compound predicates, underline the entire verb phrase.

Step 4: Write the Verb Tense: Present

- After underlining, write "present" to indicate the tense.

Example:

The children play in the yard.

- Underline: play
- Write: present

---

Handling Complex Sentences

In sentences with compound or multiple clauses, focus on the main clause:

- Identify the main clause's subject and predicate first.
- Ignore subordinate clauses unless the exercise specifies otherwise.

Example:
- Although the weather improves, the runners continue their training.

Main clause: the runners continue
- Underline: continue
- Write: present

---

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

| Challenge | Solution |
|------------|----------|
| Identifying the main verb in sentences with multiple verbs | Look for the verb that agrees
with the subject and expresses the core action or state. Auxiliary verbs are part of the
predicate but focus on the main verb for the simple predicate. |
| Differentiating between simple and compound predicates | Compound predicates consist
of multiple verbs connected by conjunctions (e.g., and, or). Underline all parts that form
the core predicate. |
| Recognizing present tense in irregular verbs | Memorize common irregular present tense
forms, such as go, do, have, be, and their conjugations. |
| Handling sentences with auxiliary verbs | Include auxiliary verbs in the simple predicate



if they are part of the main verb phrase. |

---

Variations and Additional Practice

- Practice with sentences of varying complexity: simple, compound, complex.
- Focus on distinguishing between different verb tenses to reinforce tense recognition.
- Use diagramming or color-coding strategies to visually separate predicate components.

---

Importance of Practice and Consistency

Regularly practicing this exercise enhances several language skills:

- Grammatical accuracy: Improves ability to identify predicate components.
- Tense awareness: Reinforces understanding of present tense forms.
- Sentence analysis: Develops skills in breaking down complex sentences.
- Writing clarity: Assists in constructing grammatically correct sentences.

Consistent practice leads to greater confidence in grammar assessments, editing, and
writing.

---

Summary

This exercise — drawing two lines under each simple predicate and writing the verb tense
as present — is a fundamental step toward mastering sentence analysis. It requires careful
reading, understanding of sentence structure, and awareness of verb forms and tenses.

By systematically applying the outlined strategies, learners can improve their grammatical
precision, deepen their understanding of English syntax, and develop a more intuitive
grasp of how sentences are constructed.

---

Final Tips

- Always double-check your identification of the main verb.
- Remember that auxiliary verbs are part of the predicate but focus on the main verb for
simple predicate identification.
- Practice with a variety of sentences to become more comfortable with different
structures.
- Keep a list of common irregular present tense verbs for quick reference.

---

Concluding Remarks



Mastering the skill of identifying simple predicates and recognizing their tense is a
cornerstone of grammatical proficiency. This exercise, although seemingly
straightforward, builds a strong foundation for more advanced language skills, including
sentence diagramming, editing, and writing clarity.

Approach each sentence methodically, stay attentive to detail, and practice regularly. Over
time, these skills will become second nature, greatly enhancing your command of English
grammar and sentence construction.

---

Remember: The key to success in this exercise is not just marking the predicate but
understanding what it reveals about the sentence’s meaning and structure. Happy
practicing!
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