
Exercise 1 Draw Two Lines Under The
Simple Predicate In Each Sentence.
Then Write The Tense Of The Verb

Understanding the Importance of Identifying the
Simple Predicate in Sentences

Exercise 1 Draw Two Lines Under The Simple Predicate In Each Sentence. Then
Write The Tense Of The Verb is a fundamental activity in learning grammar,
especially when mastering sentence structure and verb tenses. Recognizing the
simple predicate helps learners understand the core action or state of being
in a sentence. This exercise not only enhances grammatical skills but also
improves comprehension and effective communication. In this article, we will
explore the concept of the simple predicate, the steps to identify it, and
how to determine the tense of the verb once identified. We will also provide
practical examples to clarify the process and deepen your understanding.

What Is the Simple Predicate?

Definition and Explanation

The simple predicate in a sentence is the main verb or verb phrase that
expresses the action or state of the subject. It is the core component of the
predicate and does not include any accompanying words like objects,
complements, or modifiers. By focusing on the simple predicate, learners can
identify what the subject is doing or its condition.

Examples of Simple Predicates

She runs every morning.

The cat is sleeping peacefully.

They played soccer yesterday.

He will visit his grandparents next week.



In each example, the simple predicate is the verb or verb phrase that
describes the action or state. For instance, in "She runs every morning," the
simple predicate is "runs."

Steps to Draw Two Lines Under the Simple
Predicate

Step 1: Identify the Subject

Before finding the predicate, locate the subject of the sentence. The subject
is who or what the sentence is about. Usually, it is a noun or pronoun.

Step 2: Find the Verb or Verb Phrase That Tells What
the Subject Does or Is

Look for the verb that directly relates to the subject and indicates an
action, occurrence, or state of being.

Step 3: Draw Two Lines Under the Simple Predicate

Once the simple predicate (main verb or verb phrase) is identified, draw
two lines underneath it.

This visually separates the core action or state from other sentence
components.

Sample Exercise

The children are playing in the park.1.

She wrote a letter to her friend.2.

We will travel to Spain next summer.3.



The dog barked loudly at the stranger.4.

In each case, underline the simple predicate with two lines. For example, in
"The children are playing in the park," the simple predicate is "are
playing."

Determining the Tense of the Verb

Understanding Verb Tenses

Verb tense indicates the time of the action or state expressed by the verb.
The main tenses include past, present, and future, each with various forms
like simple, continuous, perfect, and perfect continuous.

How to Identify the Tense of the Simple Predicate

Look at the verb form: The structure of the verb usually indicates the1.
tense.

Check for auxiliary verbs: Words like "is," "was," "will," "have,"2.
"had," etc., help specify the tense.

Note the verb endings: For example, "-ed" often indicates past tense,3.
while "-ing" suggests continuous tense.

Examples of Tense Identification

Present tense: She runs every day.

Past tense: He wrote a letter yesterday.

Future tense: They will travel next month.

Present continuous: I am eating now.

Past perfect: She had finished her homework before dinner.



Practical Application: How to Practice the
Exercise

Step-by-Step Practice Guide

Read each sentence carefully.1.

Identify the subject of the sentence.2.

Locate the main verb or verb phrase that describes the action or state.3.

Draw two lines under the simple predicate.4.

Write down the tense of the verb based on its form.5.

Sample Sentences for Practice

Try working through these examples:

The birds are singing loudly.1.

He had gone to the market.2.

We visit our grandparents every Sunday.3.

The baby cried all night.4.

She will start her new job tomorrow.5.

Common Mistakes to Avoid

Misidentifying the Predicate



Sometimes, learners confuse the complete verb phrase with the simple
predicate. Remember, the simple predicate is only the main verb or verb
phrase, not including objects or modifiers.

Overlooking Auxiliary Verbs

Auxiliary (helping) verbs are part of the predicate but are included in
the simple predicate if they form a single verb phrase (e.g., "is
playing," "will travel").

Incorrect Tense Identification

Pay attention to verb endings and auxiliary verbs to accurately
determine tense. Mistakes often occur when ignoring these clues.

Importance of Practice and Reinforcement

Consistent practice with identifying the simple predicate and its tense helps
solidify understanding of sentence structure. Over time, students can
confidently analyze complex sentences and improve their grammatical accuracy.
Incorporating exercises like drawing lines under predicates and writing tense
helps develop a keen eye for grammar details, essential for effective writing
and communication.

Conclusion

Mastering the skill of drawing two lines under the simple predicate and
determining its tense is a crucial step in understanding sentence
construction. This exercise enhances grammatical awareness, supports language
learning, and improves analytical skills. By systematically following the
steps—identifying the subject, locating the main verb or verb phrase, drawing
lines, and analyzing the verb form—learners can develop a strong foundation
in grammar. Regular practice with varied sentences will lead to greater
confidence and proficiency in English language skills.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the purpose of drawing two lines under the
simple predicate in each sentence?
To identify the main verb or verb phrase that tells what the subject is
doing.

How do you determine the tense of the verb after
drawing the two lines under the simple predicate?
By examining the form of the main verb, such as past, present, or future, to
identify its tense.

Can you give an example of a sentence with the
simple predicate and its tense identified?
Yes. In 'She is reading a book,' the simple predicate is 'is reading,' which
is in present continuous tense.

Why is it important to correctly identify the simple
predicate in a sentence?
Because it helps understand the main action or state in the sentence and aids
in proper tense identification.

Are there any common mistakes to avoid when drawing
lines under the simple predicate?
Yes, mistakes include underlining the wrong words, such as including
auxiliary verbs or missing part of the main verb.

How does identifying the tense of the verb help in
understanding the sentence?
It provides information about when the action occurs, whether in the past,
present, or future, aiding comprehension and grammar accuracy.

Is the simple predicate always a single word, or can
it be a phrase?
It can be a single word or a phrase, especially when auxiliary verbs are
involved, such as 'has been working.'



What should you do if the simple predicate includes
auxiliary verbs along with the main verb?
Draw lines under the entire verb phrase that functions as the predicate to
accurately identify the tense.

Can this exercise be applied to complex sentences
with multiple clauses?
Yes, but you need to identify the simple predicate in each clause separately
and determine their respective tenses.

Additional Resources
Exercise 1 Draw Two Lines Under The Simple Predicate In Each Sentence. Then
Write The Tense Of The Verb

---

Introduction

Language learning, especially the mastery of grammar, forms the cornerstone
of effective communication. Among the foundational skills is understanding
the structure of sentences, particularly the identification of the simple
predicate—the main verb or verb phrase that expresses the action or state of
being. The exercise "Draw Two Lines Under The Simple Predicate In Each
Sentence. Then Write The Tense Of The Verb" may appear straightforward at
first glance, but it embodies a pedagogical approach that emphasizes deep
syntactic and grammatical comprehension. This investigative review explores
the significance, methodology, challenges, and educational benefits of this
exercise, offering insights into how it enhances learners' grasp of tense and
verb usage.

---

The Significance of Identifying the Simple
Predicate

Understanding Sentence Structure

At the core of sentence analysis lies the identification of the simple
predicate. This component reveals what is being said about the subject, often
acting as the sentence’s action or state descriptor. Recognizing the simple
predicate enables learners to:



- Distinguish between different parts of speech
- Comprehend sentence meaning more precisely
- Develop syntactic awareness critical for advanced grammar

Linking Predicate to Tense and Aspect

The simple predicate often encodes tense, aspect, and mood, which are crucial
for conveying time and attitude. By isolating the predicate, students can:

- Determine the tense of a sentence
- Understand whether an action is ongoing, completed, or habitual
- Recognize auxiliary verbs and verb phrases that modify tense and aspect

Methodology of the Exercise

Step-by-Step Breakdown

The exercise involves two core steps:

1. Drawing Two Lines Under the Simple Predicate: This visual cue directs
learners to focus on the main verb or verb phrase.

2. Writing the Tense of the Verb: After identification, students analyze the
predicate to determine its tense.

For example, consider the sentence:
"The children played in the park."
Students would underline "played" with two lines and then note that the tense
is past tense.

Rationale Behind the Two-Lines Approach

Using two lines emphasizes the importance of the predicate, distinguishing it
from subjects, objects, or other sentence components. It also encourages:

- Visual differentiation, aiding memory retention
- Focused analysis, reducing cognitive overload
- Consistent methodology across varied sentences



Educational Benefits of the Exercise

Enhancing Syntactic Awareness

Identifying the predicate helps learners understand sentence construction,
which is essential for parsing complex sentences and writing coherently.

Improving Tense Recognition Skills

By explicitly writing the tense after identifying the predicate, students
reinforce their understanding of how verb forms change across tenses.

Building Analytical Skills

The exercise develops critical thinking by requiring students to analyze
sentence components and their grammatical functions.

Supporting Language Acquisition

Mastery of predicate identification and tense recognition underpins effective
language learning, including reading comprehension and writing proficiency.

Challenges and Common Errors

While straightforward, the exercise presents challenges that educators must
address:

- Misidentifying the Simple Predicate: Students may confuse the predicate
with other parts of the sentence, especially in complex sentences with
compound predicates or auxiliary verbs.

- Overlooking Auxiliary Verbs: For example, in "She has been reading," the
main verb is "reading," but the auxiliary "has been" also contributes to
tense and aspect.

- Incorrect Tense Identification: Confusion may arise in distinguishing
between simple past ("played") and past perfect ("had played"), or present
("play") and present continuous ("is playing").

- Ignoring Modal Verbs: Sentences like "He can swim" require recognizing "can



swim" as the predicate, with "can" as a modal verb affecting tense and mood.

To mitigate these issues, instruction should emphasize:

- Clear rules for predicate identification
- Practice with varied sentence structures
- Explicit discussion of auxiliary and modal verbs

Best Practices for Implementing the Exercise

To maximize learning outcomes, educators should consider:

- Providing ample practice with both simple and complex sentences
- Using visual aids (color coding, highlighting) alongside underlining
- Incorporating immediate feedback mechanisms
- Encouraging students to explain their reasoning aloud
- Connecting predicate identification with overall sentence diagramming
skills

Extensions and Variations of the Exercise

To deepen understanding, teachers can introduce variations such as:

- Tense Transformation: After identifying the predicate, students rewrite
sentences in different tenses.
- Predicate Expansion: Focus on compound predicates and their components.
- Error Correction: Present sentences with intentionally misidentified
predicates for correction.
- Contextual Application: Use sentences from reading passages to analyze
predicates within context.

Conclusion

The exercise "Draw Two Lines Under The Simple Predicate In Each Sentence.
Then Write The Tense Of The Verb" functions as more than a mechanical task;
it is a vital pedagogical tool that cultivates grammatical awareness,
syntactic analysis, and tense comprehension. While seemingly simple, its
effective implementation requires careful instruction, attention to sentence
complexity, and ongoing practice. By fostering a nuanced understanding of
sentence components, this exercise lays a foundation for advanced grammatical
mastery, language proficiency, and effective communication. As educators
continue to refine grammar instruction, such targeted exercises remain
essential in nurturing confident, competent language users.



---

In summary, this exercise exemplifies a practical approach to reinforcing
fundamental grammatical concepts. Its emphasis on visual identification and
analytical reasoning supports learners in developing a deeper, more intuitive
grasp of sentence structure and tense, ultimately enhancing their overall
linguistic competence.
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