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Exercise 1 Underline The Verb In Parentheses That Correctly Completes The Sentence By
Agreeing With The subject is an essential activity for mastering English grammar. This exercise
focuses on ensuring that verbs agree in number and person with their subjects, a fundamental rule
in constructing correct sentences. Proper verb agreement not only enhances clarity but also
improves the overall quality of your writing. In this article, we will explore various aspects of
subject-verb agreement, provide examples, and offer tips to excel in this exercise.

Understanding Subject-Verb Agreement

What Is Subject-Verb Agreement?
Subject-verb agreement refers to the grammatical rule that the verb in a sentence must match the
subject in number (singular or plural) and person. For instance, a singular subject takes a singular
verb, while a plural subject takes a plural verb.

Why Is It Important?

Clarity: Proper agreement clarifies who or what is performing the action.

Grammar Accuracy: It ensures your sentences are grammatically correct, which is vital for
formal writing.

Reader Engagement: Correct agreement maintains the reader’s trust and keeps the text
professional.



Common Rules for Subject-Verb Agreement

Singular and Plural Subjects

Singular subjects take singular verbs: He runs.

Plural subjects take plural verbs: They run.

Subjects Joined by "And"

Usually take a plural verb: John and Mary are coming.

Subjects Joined by "Or" or "Nor"

The verb agrees with the subject closest to it: Neither the teacher nor the students are ready.

Indefinite Pronouns

Some indefinite pronouns are always singular: Everyone, Each, Somebody.

Some are always plural: Few, Several, Many.

Applying Exercise 1: Practice with Sentences

Sample Sentences for Practice

The dog (bark, barks) loudly at night.1.

The children (play, plays) in the park every afternoon.2.

My friend (write, writes) beautiful poems.3.



The team (win, wins) the championship every year.4.

Neither the teacher nor the students (be, is/are) prepared for the test.5.

How to Complete the Exercise

Read each sentence carefully.1.

Identify the subject of the sentence.2.

Look at the verb in the parentheses.3.

Choose the verb form that agrees with the subject in number and person.4.

Underline the correct verb form.5.

Examples of Correct and Incorrect Answers

Example 1
Sentence: The list of items (is, are) on the table.

Correct: The list of items is on the table.

Incorrect: The list of items are on the table.

Example 2
Sentence: The cats (sleep, sleeps) all day long.

Correct: The cats sleep all day long.

Incorrect: The cats sleeps all day long.



Tips for Mastering Exercise 1

Focus on the Subject

Always identify the subject first.

Be cautious with sentences where the subject is separated from the verb by other words.

Watch Out for Indefinite Pronouns

Remember which indefinite pronouns are singular and which are plural.

Practice Regularly

Consistent practice with exercises enhances your understanding and confidence.

Use online quizzes and worksheets to test your skills.

Benefits of Doing Exercise 1 Repeatedly

Improves grammatical accuracy in both writing and speaking.

Helps in understanding complex sentence structures.

Builds a strong foundation for mastering other grammar topics.

Prepares you for standardized tests that assess grammar skills.

Additional Resources for Practice



Online Exercises and Quizzes

Khan Academy Grammar Exercises

BBC Bitesize Grammar Practice

EnglishPage.com Subject-Verb Agreement Quizzes

Grammar Books

"English Grammar in Use" by Raymond Murphy

"Practical English Usage" by Michael Swan

"The Blue Book of Grammar and Punctuation" by Jane Straus

Conclusion
Mastering the skill of correctly completing sentences by choosing the right verb form is vital for
effective communication. Exercise 1, which involves underlining the correct verb that agrees with
the subject, serves as an excellent practice to reinforce your understanding of subject-verb
agreement rules. Through consistent practice, paying attention to the details of sentence structure,
and utilizing available resources, you can improve your grammatical skills significantly. Remember,
the key to success is careful reading, understanding the subject, and selecting the appropriate verb
form to ensure your sentences are grammatically correct and clear.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of Exercise 1 involving underlining the
correct verb?
The exercise focuses on selecting and underlining the correct verb that agrees with the subject in
the sentence.

How can understanding subject-verb agreement improve my
grammar skills?
It helps ensure sentences are grammatically correct and clear, making your writing more
professional and easier to understand.



What are common mistakes to watch out for when completing
this type of exercise?
Common mistakes include choosing a verb that does not agree in number with the subject or
confusing similar verb forms.

Can you give an example of a sentence from this exercise?
Sure: 'The dog (bark / barks) loudly every morning.' The correct answer is 'barks' because it agrees
with the singular subject 'dog.'

Why is it important to underline the correct verb in these
exercises?
Underlining helps reinforce the correct verb choice and highlights the grammatical agreement,
aiding in learning and correction.

Additional Resources
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In the realm of English grammar, one of the fundamental principles that learners and proficient
speakers alike must master is subject-verb agreement. This grammatical rule dictates that the verb
in a sentence must correspond in number and person with its subject. The importance of this
agreement extends beyond mere correctness; it ensures clarity, coherence, and professionalism in
communication. The exercise titled "Underline The Verb In Parentheses That Correctly Completes
The Sentence By Agreeing With The" serves as an essential practice tool aimed at reinforcing this
core grammatical concept. By engaging with such exercises, learners can develop a keen eye for
grammatical consistency, which is crucial for both written and spoken English.

This article offers an in-depth analysis of the exercise, exploring the nuances of subject-verb
agreement, common pitfalls, and effective strategies for mastering this aspect of English grammar.
Through detailed explanations, illustrative examples, and practical tips, readers will gain a
comprehensive understanding of how to approach such exercises with confidence and accuracy.

---

Understanding Subject-Verb Agreement

Definition and Importance

Subject-verb agreement refers to the grammatical rule that the verb must match the subject in
number (singular or plural) and person (first, second, third). For example:



- Singular: The dog barks loudly.
- Plural: The dogs bark loudly.

This agreement is essential because it maintains the grammatical integrity of sentences. Faulty
agreement can lead to confusion, misinterpretation, and a perception of poor language proficiency.

Basic Rules of Subject-Verb Agreement

While some rules are straightforward, others can be complex, especially in sentences with
compound subjects, indefinite pronouns, or intervening phrases. The core principles include:
- Singular subjects take singular verbs: He runs every morning.
- Plural subjects take plural verbs: They run every morning.
- When the subject is compound and connected by "and," the verb is usually plural: The teacher and
the student are present.
- When the compound subject refers to a single entity or is joined by "or" or "nor," the verb agrees
with the part closest to the verb: Neither the manager nor the employees are available.

---

Analyzing the Exercise: "Underline The Verb In
Parentheses That Correctly Completes The Sentence By
Agreeing With The"

Purpose and Structure of the Exercise

This exercise is designed to test a learner's ability to select the correct form of a verb that agrees
with its subject within a sentence. Typically, the sentence will contain a blank, with a verb in
parentheses that may be either singular or plural. The challenge lies in choosing the verb form that
correctly aligns with the subject, ensuring grammatical correctness.

Example:
- The list of items (is / are) on the table.
- Correct answer: is (because "list" is singular).

Participants are instructed to underline the correct verb, which involves understanding the subject's
number and the context of the sentence.

Why Is This Exercise Effective?

This type of exercise offers multiple benefits:
- Reinforces the concept of subject-verb agreement.
- Improves reading comprehension by encouraging careful sentence analysis.



- Enhances editing skills, as learners must identify errors and correct them.
- Builds confidence in writing by understanding grammatical accuracy.

---

Common Challenges in Subject-Verb Agreement

While the rules are clear, several common pitfalls can trip up learners:

1. Collective Nouns
- Collective nouns such as "team," "group," or "committee" can be tricky. They may take singular or
plural verbs depending on whether the noun is considered as a single entity or as individuals within
the group.
- Example:
- The team is winning. (acting as a single unit)
- The team are arguing among themselves. (acting as individuals)

2. Indefinite Pronouns
- Certain indefinite pronouns are always singular, such as "everyone," "each," "nothing," "someone."
- Others are plural, like "few," "several," "both."
- Some can be singular or plural depending on context, such as "all," "any," "most."
- Example:
- Everyone is invited.
- All of the students are present.

3. Phrases Between Subject and Verb
- Phrases like "along with," "as well as," or "including" do not affect the number of the subject.
- Example:
- The teacher, along with the students, is preparing the hall.

4. Compound Subjects Joined by "Or" or "Nor"
- The verb agrees with the subject closest to it.
- Example:
- Neither the manager nor the employees are responsible.

5. Titles, Names, or Singular Entities
- Titles of books or movies, or singular entities, take singular verbs.
- Example:
- "The Chronicles of Narnia" is a popular series.



---

Strategies for Approaching the Exercise

To excel in exercises that require underlining the correct verb, learners should adopt systematic
strategies:

1. Identify the Subject First
- Carefully locate the subject of the sentence before considering the verb.
- Ask, "Who or what is this sentence about?"

2. Determine the Number and Person
- Decide if the subject is singular or plural.
- Note if the subject is a collective noun, indefinite pronoun, or compound.

3. Analyze Modifying Phrases
- Be aware of intervening phrases that do not alter the subject's number.
- Ignore these when deciding on the verb form.

4. Consider Contextual Clues
- Sometimes, context can influence whether a singular or plural verb is appropriate, especially with
indefinite pronouns or compound subjects.

5. Practice with Varied Sentences
- Regular practice with different sentence structures enhances intuition and accuracy.

---

Practical Examples and Detailed Explanations

To solidify understanding, let's examine some sample sentences from the exercise, analyze them,
and explain the correct choices:

Example 1:
- The list of items (is / are) on the table.



- Analysis: "List" is a singular noun; the phrase "of items" is a prepositional phrase and does not
affect the subject's number.
- Correct verb: is
- Answer: Underline "is"

Example 2:
- Neither the teacher nor the students (has / have) completed the assignment.
- Analysis: The subject is compound joined by "nor"; the verb agrees with the closest subject,
"students," which is plural.
- Correct verb: have
- Answer: Underline "have"

Example 3:
- The committee (decide / decides) on the budget tomorrow.
- Analysis: "Committee" is a collective noun considered singular.
- Correct verb: decides
- Answer: Underline "decides"

Example 4:
- Each of the players (was / were) given a medal.
- Analysis: "Each" is singular; "of the players" is a prepositional phrase.
- Correct verb: was
- Answer: Underline "was"

---

Implications for Language Learning and Mastery

Mastering subject-verb agreement through exercises like this is crucial for language proficiency. It
impacts not only grammatical correctness but also readability, professionalism, and credibility in
communication. For language learners, consistent practice leads to:
- Improved sentence construction skills.
- Better editing and proofreading abilities.
- Increased confidence in both academic and professional writing.

For educators, incorporating such exercises into curricula fosters active learning and self-
assessment, enabling students to identify and correct their grammatical errors.

---



Conclusion: The Path to Grammatical Precision

The exercise "Underline The Verb In Parentheses That Correctly Completes The Sentence By
Agreeing With The" plays a vital role in honing grammatical awareness, particularly in
understanding and applying subject-verb agreement. Its effectiveness lies in its simplicity and focus,
challenging learners to analyze sentence structure critically. As English continues to evolve,
foundational rules such as subject-verb agreement remain pivotal to clear communication. Through
diligent practice, learners can internalize these rules, leading to greater linguistic competence and
expressive power.

In sum, mastering this exercise is not merely about passing a test; it is about building a solid
grammatical foundation that supports effective and confident communication across all contexts.
Whether in academic writing, professional correspondence, or everyday conversation, the ability to
correctly align verbs with their subjects underpins the clarity and precision that characterizes
proficient language use.
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