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Understanding the intricacies of English grammar can be challenging, especially when it
comes to double negatives. This article aims to clarify how double negatives function, how
to identify them, and how to correct sentences containing them. Whether you're a student,
a teacher, or someone eager to refine your language skills, mastering this aspect of
grammar is essential for clear and effective communication.

What Is a Double Negative?

A double negative occurs when two negative words are used in the same sentence, which
can lead to confusion or an unintended positive meaning. In standard English, double
negatives are generally considered incorrect because they can make sentences ambiguous.

Example of a double negative:
- I don't need no help.

Intended meaning:
- I don't need any help.

In this case, the two negatives "don't" and "no" cancel each other out, implying a positive
statement. Properly correcting such sentences involves removing or replacing one of the
negatives to clarify the meaning.

Why Are Double Negatives Problematic?

Understanding why double negatives are problematic helps in grasping their correction:

- Ambiguity: Double negatives can confuse the reader or listener about the actual
sentiment.
- Incorrect Grammar: Standard English discourages double negatives because they violate
grammatical rules.
- Miscommunication: Using double negatives can unintentionally convey the opposite of the
intended message.

By learning to identify and correct double negatives, you ensure your communication
remains clear and grammatically correct.



How To Identify Double Negatives

Double negatives involve two negative words within the same clause or sentence. Common
negative words include:

- No
- Not
- Never
- Nothing
- Neither
- Neither...nor
- No one
- None
- Nobody
- Nowhere
- Neither...nor

Examples of double negatives:

1. She didn't see nobody at the park.
2. I can't hardly wait for the weekend.
3. He doesn't want no trouble.
4. They haven't got no money.

In each example, two negatives are used, which can be grammatically incorrect or lead to
confusion.
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Each Double Negative. Rewrite The Sentence
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This exercise helps learners practice identifying double negatives and correcting them.

Sample Sentences for Practice

Below is a list of sentences with double negatives. Your task is to:

1. Circle the two negative words in each sentence.
2. Rewrite the sentence correctly, removing or replacing negatives as needed.

---

Example:

Sentence: I don't need no help.



- Negative words: don't, no
- Corrected sentence: I don't need any help.

---

Practice Sentences:

1. She didn't see nobody in the hallway.
2. I can't hardly believe what I heard.
3. He doesn't want no trouble from anyone.
4. They haven't got no idea about the project.
5. We didn't see nobody at the cinema.
6. I can't find nowhere to park my car.
7. She never told nobody about the surprise.
8. He didn't have no reason to be upset.
9. We haven't heard nothing from them lately.
10. They don't know nobody in town.

---

Step-by-Step Guide to Correcting Double
Negatives

Correcting sentences with double negatives involves understanding the negative words and
restructuring the sentence appropriately.

Step 1: Identify the Negative Words

Look for words like no, not, never, nobody, nothing, nowhere, neither, nor.

Step 2: Circle the Two Negative Words

Find the two negative words that create the double negative.

Step 3: Determine the Intended Meaning

Decide whether the sentence is meant to be positive or negative.

Step 4: Remove or Replace One Negative

- If the sentence is meant to be negative, keep one negative and remove the other.
- If the sentence is meant to be positive, replace the negative with an affirmative word like
"any," "someone," "anything," or "somewhere."

Step 5: Rewrite the Sentence



Ensure the sentence is clear, grammatically correct, and accurately reflects the intended
meaning.

---

Examples of Corrected Sentences

Let's examine some of the practice sentences to see how they are corrected:

1. Original: She didn't see nobody in the hallway.
- Negative words: didn't, nobody
- Corrected: She didn't see anybody in the hallway.

2. Original: I can't hardly believe what I heard.
- Negative words: can't, hardly
- Corrected: I can hardly believe what I heard.

3. Original: He doesn't want no trouble from anyone.
- Negative words: doesn't, no
- Corrected: He doesn't want any trouble from anyone.

4. Original: They haven't got no idea about the project.
- Negative words: haven't, no
- Corrected: They haven't got any idea about the project.

5. Original: We didn't see nobody at the cinema.
- Negative words: didn't, nobody
- Corrected: We didn't see anybody at the cinema.

---

Common Mistakes with Double Negatives

Understanding common errors can help prevent mistakes in your writing.

- Using two negatives intentionally: Sometimes, double negatives are used for emphasis in
dialects or informal speech, but in formal writing, they are discouraged.
- Confusing negatives with negatives and negatives with affirmatives: For example, "I don't
need no help" is a double negative; however, "I don't need any help" is correct.
- Misplacing negatives: Incorrect placement can lead to ambiguity. Always ensure negatives
are used appropriately within the sentence.

Tips for Avoiding Double Negatives



- Learn common negative words: Familiarize yourself with negative words and their correct
usage.
- Read your sentences aloud: Sometimes, hearing the sentence helps identify double
negatives.
- Use affirmative language: When in doubt, replace negatives with positive equivalents.
- Practice regularly: Complete exercises similar to this one to reinforce your understanding.

Additional Resources for Learning

- Grammar textbooks: Many include chapters on negatives and sentence correction.
- Online grammar exercises: Websites like Grammarly, Purdue OWL, and others offer
practice activities.
- Language learning apps: Duolingo, Babbel, and similar platforms provide interactive
lessons on grammar.

Conclusion

Mastering the identification and correction of double negatives is vital for clear and
grammatically correct English communication. By understanding what double negatives
are, how they function, and practicing exercises like circling negative words and rewriting
sentences, learners can improve their writing skills significantly. Remember, clarity is key in
effective communication, and proper grammar plays a crucial role in achieving that clarity.

---

Remember: Always review your sentences for double negatives before finalizing your
writing. Properly corrected sentences ensure your message is understood exactly as
intended.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main goal of Exercise 2 involving double
negatives?
The main goal is to identify two negative words in each sentence with double negatives and
rewrite the sentence correctly without the double negatives.

How do you identify double negatives in a sentence?
Double negatives are identified when two negative words appear together in a sentence,
often creating a confusing or incorrect meaning, such as 'not no' or 'never nothing.'



Why is it important to eliminate double negatives in
sentences?
Eliminating double negatives clarifies the meaning of the sentence and ensures proper
grammatical correctness, making your message easier to understand.

Can you give an example of a sentence with double
negatives and its correct form?
Certainly! Original: 'I don't need no help.' Corrected: 'I don't need any help.'

What are common negative words to look for when
correcting double negatives?
Common negative words include 'not,' 'no,' 'nothing,' 'nobody,' 'never,' 'nowhere,' 'neither,'
and 'nor.'

Is double negative acceptable in informal speech or
dialects?
In some dialects and informal speech, double negatives may be used for emphasis, but in
standard English, they are considered grammatically incorrect and should be corrected.

How can practicing identifying double negatives
improve your writing skills?
Practicing helps you recognize and avoid double negatives, leading to clearer, more
precise, and grammatically correct writing.

Additional Resources
Exercise 2: Circle The Two Negative Words In Each Double Negative. Rewrite The Sentence
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Mastering the use of negatives in English can be tricky, especially when dealing with double
negatives. The phrase "Exercise 2: Circle The Two Negative Words In Each Double Negative.
Rewrite The Sentence Correctly In The" emphasizes a common grammar activity designed
to help learners identify and correct double negatives. This exercise is essential for
improving clarity and correctness in written and spoken English. Double negatives often
lead to confusion because they can either cancel each other out, creating a positive
meaning, or muddle the sentence’s intent altogether. This guide aims to help you
understand what double negatives are, how to identify them, and how to correct them for
grammatical accuracy.

---



Understanding Double Negatives in English

What Is a Double Negative?

A double negative occurs when two negative words are used within a single clause or
sentence. In standard English, double negatives are usually considered incorrect because
they can make the sentence confusing or change its intended meaning. For example:

- Incorrect: I don't need no help.
- Correct: I don't need any help.
- Or: I need no help.

In the first sentence, "don't" and "no" both indicate negation, which creates a double
negative. However, in some dialects or colloquial speech, double negatives are common
and not considered errors.

Why Are Double Negatives Problematic?

Using double negatives can:

- Change the meaning of a sentence unintentionally.
- Cause ambiguity or confusion for the reader or listener.
- Lead to grammatical errors in formal writing or speech.

Understanding when and how to correct double negatives is crucial for clarity and
professionalism.

---

How to Identify Double Negatives

Common Negative Words

In English, the typical negative words include:

- no
- not
- never
- neither
- nobody
- nothing
- nowhere
- nowhere
- neither
- scarcely
- hardly

Recognizing Double Negatives

Look for sentences where two negative words are used together in a way that creates a
double negative. These are often characterized by:



- Two negative words close to each other within the same clause.
- Sentences that contain phrases like "not no," "no nothing," "never no," etc.

Example Exercise

Suppose you encounter the sentence:

> "She said she didn't see nobody at the party."

Here, "didn't" and "nobody" are both negative words, forming a double negative.

---

Step-by-Step Guide to Correcting Double Negatives

Step 1: Identify the Negative Words

Circle or note the negative words in the sentence. Usually, there are two, as per the
exercise prompt.

Step 2: Determine the Intended Meaning

Decide whether the sentence is meant to be positive or negative. Most often, the intended
meaning is negative, but the double negative muddles this.

Step 3: Remove or Replace One Negative

- If the sentence is meant to be negative, replace or remove one negative word to maintain
the negative meaning correctly.
- If the sentence is meant to be positive, change the negative words accordingly.

Step 4: Rewrite the Sentence

Construct the correct version, ensuring only one negative word is used where appropriate.

---

Practical Examples and Corrections

Example 1

Original Sentence:
"I can't hardly believe what I saw."

Negative Words: can't, hardly

Analysis:
"can't" and "hardly" both convey negation, creating a double negative.

Corrected Sentence:
"I can hardly believe what I saw."



OR
"I can't believe what I saw."

Note:
"Can't hardly" is incorrect; "hardly" already expresses difficulty or disbelief, so "can't
hardly" is a double negative.

---

Example 2

Original Sentence:
"They didn't see nobody in the park."

Negative Words: didn't, nobody

Corrected Sentence:
"They didn't see anybody in the park."
OR
"They saw nobody in the park."

---

Example 3

Original Sentence:
"She has no money and doesn't have no friends."

Negative Words: no, doesn't, no

Corrected Sentence:
"She has no money and doesn't have any friends."
OR
"She has no money and has no friends."

---

Tips for Avoiding Double Negatives

- Remember that in standard English, only one negative word should be used per clause.
- Use "any" instead of "no" when negating nouns in questions or negatives.
- Be cautious with contractions like "don't," "doesn't," "can't," which are negatives by
themselves.
- Practice rewriting sentences to simplify negatives.

---

Summary Checklist for Exercise 2

1. Read the sentence carefully and identify all negative words.
2. Circle the negative words to visualize the double negatives.



3. Determine the intended meaning of the sentence.
4. Decide which negative word to keep or remove to correct the sentence.
5. Rewrite the sentence, ensuring only one negative word is used to express the intended
meaning.
6. Review the corrected sentence to ensure clarity and grammatical correctness.

---

Final Thoughts

The exercise "Circle The Two Negative Words In Each Double Negative. Rewrite The
Sentence Correctly In The" is an excellent way to hone your understanding of negatives in
English. By carefully identifying and correcting double negatives, you improve both your
writing clarity and grammatical accuracy. Remember, when in doubt, keep only one
negative word in a clause to avoid confusion. Regular practice with such exercises will
make recognizing and correcting double negatives second nature.

---

Happy practicing!
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