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Clause. Identify: A Comprehensive Guide to
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Understanding sentence structure is fundamental to mastering the English
language. Exercise 2, which involves drawing lines under main and subordinate
clauses, is an effective method for students and language learners to
identify and differentiate various parts of a sentence. By practicing this
exercise, individuals enhance their grammatical awareness, improve writing
clarity, and develop better comprehension skills. In this article, we will
explore the importance of identifying main and subordinate clauses, explain
how to approach the exercise, and provide useful tips and examples to
maximize learning outcomes.

What Are Main and Subordinate Clauses?

Main Clauses

A main clause, also known as an independent clause, is a group of words that
contains a subject and a predicate and can stand alone as a complete
sentence. It expresses a complete thought and does not rely on any other part
of the sentence to make sense.

Subordinate Clauses

Subordinate clauses, or dependent clauses, also contain a subject and a
predicate but cannot stand alone as a complete sentence. They depend on a
main clause to provide context and meaning. These clauses often begin with
subordinating conjunctions such as because, although, if, when, while, since,
and unless.



The Purpose of Exercise 2

The primary goal of this exercise is to help learners:

e Tdentify main and subordinate clauses within sentences

Understand the grammatical roles of different clauses

Improve sentence analysis skills

Enhance writing clarity by recognizing clause structure

Develop a stronger grasp of complex sentences

How to Approach the Exercise

To effectively complete Exercise 2, follow these steps:

1. Read the Sentence Carefully: Start by reading the sentence thoroughly to
understand its overall meaning.

2. Identify the Main Clause: Look for the part of the sentence that
expresses a complete thought and can stand alone. This is your main
clause.

3. Locate Subordinate Clauses: Find any additional parts of the sentence
that begin with subordinating conjunctions or relative pronouns. These

are subordinate clauses.

4. Draw Lines: Use a pen or pencil to draw one line under each main clause.
For subordinate clauses, draw two lines underneath.

5. Label the Clauses: For clarity, consider labeling each clause as “Main”
or “Subordinate” after drawing the lines.

6. Repeat for Multiple Sentences: Practice with various sentences to
strengthen your recognition skills.

Examples of Sentence Analysis

Example 1:

Although it was raining, we decided to go for a walk.



e Main Clause: we decided to go for a walk

e Subordinate Clause: Although it was raining

Example 2:

She finished her homework because she wanted to watch her favorite show.

e Main Clause: She finished her homework

e Subordinate Clause: because she wanted to watch her favorite show

Tips for Effective Practice

To maximize the benefits of this exercise, consider the following tips:

e Start with Simple Sentences: Begin with straightforward sentences to
build confidence before progressing to more complex structures.

e Look for Conjunctions: Subordinate clauses often begin with words like
because, although, if, when, while, since, unless. Recognizing these
helps in identification.

e Practice Regularly: Consistent practice enhances your ability to quickly
spot clauses and understand sentence structure.

e Use Color Coding: For visual learners, using different colors for main
and subordinate clauses can improve recognition.

e Review and Correct: After completing the exercise, review your work to
ensure accuracy and understand any mistakes.

Benefits of Mastering Clause Identification

Developing the skill to distinguish between main and subordinate clauses
offers several advantages:

e Improved Writing Skills: Understanding clause structure helps in
constructing clear and complex sentences.

e Enhanced Reading Comprehension: Recognizing clauses allows for better
understanding of sentence meaning and relationships.



e Strengthened Grammar Knowledge: Deepens understanding of grammatical
rules and sentence construction.

e Preparation for Advanced Language Skills: Essential for learning about

sentence variety, punctuation, and style in advanced writing and
analysis.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

While practicing this exercise, learners might encounter some difficulties.
Here are common challenges and solutions:

Difficulty in Distinguishing Clauses in Complex
Sentences

e Solution: Break down complex sentences into smaller parts and analyze
each segment separately.

Confusing Subordinate and Main Clauses

e Solution: Look for subordinating conjunctions at the beginning of
subordinate clauses; check if the clause can stand alone as a sentence.

Overlooking the Role of Relative Pronouns

e Solution: Pay attention to relative pronouns like who, whom, whose,
which, that that introduce relative clauses, which are a type of
subordinate clause.

Extending Your Practice Beyond Basic Sentences

Once comfortable with simpler sentences, challenge yourself with more complex
structures, such as:

e Compound sentences with multiple clauses



e Sentences containing embedded subordinate clauses

e Sentences with relative clauses providing additional information

Analyzing these sentences will deepen your understanding of clause functions
and improve your overall grammatical skills.

Conclusion

In summary, Exercise 2-drawing one line under each main clause and two lines
under each subordinate clause—is a valuable activity for anyone aiming to
improve their grasp of English sentence structure. By systematically
practicing clause identification, learners develop better analytical skills,
enhance their writing clarity, and gain confidence in understanding complex
sentences. Remember to approach the exercise methodically, use helpful tips,
and gradually increase the difficulty of sentences to maximize your learning
experience. Mastering this skill is a stepping stone toward more advanced
language proficiency and effective communication.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main goal of Exercise 2 in identifying
clauses?

The goal is to draw one line under each main clause and two lines under each
subordinate clause to visually distinguish between them.

How do you identify a main clause in a sentence?

A main clause can stand alone as a complete sentence and expresses a complete
thought, usually containing a subject and predicate.

What is a subordinate clause and how is it different
from a main clause?

A subordinate clause cannot stand alone and depends on a main clause for
meaning; it often starts with subordinating conjunctions like 'because’,
'although', or 'since'.

Why is it important to draw lines under clauses in
sentences?

Drawing lines helps visually distinguish main and subordinate clauses, aiding
in better understanding and analysis of sentence structure.



What are common subordinating conjunctions to look
for when identifying subordinate clauses?

Common subordinating conjunctions include 'because', 'although', 'if',
‘'when', 'while', 'since', and 'unless'.

Can a sentence have more than one subordinate
clause? How should you mark them?

Yes, a sentence can have multiple subordinate clauses. Each should be marked
with two lines under the subordinate clause for clarity.

What is the significance of correctly identifying
clauses in a sentence?

Correctly identifying clauses enhances understanding of sentence structure,
improves writing clarity, and aids in grammatical analysis.

Are there any tips for accurately drawing lines
under clauses during this exercise?

Yes, read the sentence carefully, identify the complete thought for main
clauses, and look for dependent ideas introduced by subordinating
conjunctions for subordinate clauses before drawing lines.

Additional Resources

Exercise 2: Draw One Line Under Each Main Clause. Draw Two Lines Under Each
Subordinate Clause. Identify

Understanding sentence structure is fundamental to mastering the art of clear
and effective communication. The exercise titled "Draw One Line Under Each
Main Clause. Draw Two Lines Under Each Subordinate Clause. Identify" serves
as an invaluable tool in dissecting complex sentences, enhancing both writing
and analytical skills. This activity not only fosters grammatical awareness
but also deepens comprehension of how ideas are organized and connected
within sentences. In this comprehensive review, we explore the significance
of this exercise, its underlying principles, and the methods to effectively
execute it, emphasizing its role in language mastery.

Understanding Sentence Structure: Main and



Subordinate Clauses

Defining Main Clauses

A main clause, also known as an independent clause, is a group of words that
contains a subject and a predicate and expresses a complete thought. It can
stand alone as a sentence or be part of a larger sentence. Main clauses are
the backbone of sentence construction, providing the core message or idea.

Example:

- The sun set behind the mountains.

In this sentence, "The sun set behind the mountains" is a main clause because
it conveys a complete thought.

Defining Subordinate Clauses

A subordinate clause, also called a dependent clause, contains a subject and
a predicate but cannot stand alone as a complete sentence. It depends on the
main clause to provide context and meaning. Subordinate clauses often begin
with subordinating conjunctions like although, because, if, when, or relative
pronouns such as who, which, or that.

Example:

- Because the sun set behind the mountains,

Here, "Because the sun set behind the mountains" is a subordinate clause; it
leaves the thought incomplete without additional information.

Purpose and Significance of the Exercise

Enhancing Sentence Analysis Skills

This exercise encourages students to identify the hierarchical structure of
sentences, distinguishing between main and subordinate clauses. Proper
identification allows for a more nuanced understanding of sentence
complexity, which is crucial for both comprehension and effective writing.

Improving Writing Clarity and Style

By visually marking the clauses—drawing one line under main clauses and two
under subordinate clauses—students learn to see how ideas are layered and
connected. This visual differentiation aids in constructing sentences that
are varied, coherent, and stylistically appropriate.



Developing Editing and Revising Skills

Recognizing clause structures helps in editing sentences for clarity. For
instance, identifying overly complex or improperly linked subordinate clauses
can inform revisions for better flow and readability.

Methodology: How to Execute the Exercise

Step-by-Step Approach

1. Read the Sentence Carefully:
Begin by slowly reading the sentence to grasp its overall meaning.

2. Identify the Main Clause:
Look for the part of the sentence that expresses a complete thought. Ask: Can
this stand alone as a sentence? If yes, underline it with a single line.

3. Locate Subordinate Clauses:
Find clauses that provide additional information but do not stand alone.
These often begin with subordinating conjunctions or relative pronouns.
Underline these with two lines.

4. Label the Clauses:
Optionally, write "MC" (main clause) and "SC" (subordinate clause) above or
beside each identified clause for clarity.

5. Repeat for Multiple Sentences:
Apply this process consistently across all sentences in the exercise to
reinforce pattern recognition.

Practical Tips for Effective Identification

- Focus on the predicate: main clauses have complete predicates; subordinate
clauses often appear as dependent phrases.

- Look for subordinating words: although, because, if, when, since, while,
after, before, unless, though.

- Be aware of relative pronouns: who, whom, whose, which, that.

- Practice with varied sentence structures to improve speed and accuracy.



Analyzing Sentence Complexity and Function

Types of Main and Subordinate Clauses

- Simple Main Clauses: Contain only one main clause.
Example: The children played outside.

- Compound Main Clauses: Contain multiple main clauses joined by coordinating
conjunctions (and, but, or).
Example: The children played outside, and the parents watched from the porch.

- Complex Sentences: Contain at least one main clause and one subordinate
clause.
Example: The children played outside because the weather was warm.

Functional Roles of Subordinate Clauses

Subordinate clauses serve various functions within sentences:

- Adverbial clauses: Modify verbs, adjectives, or other adverbs, indicating
time, reason, condition, etc.

Example: She stayed home because she was sick.

- Relative clauses: Provide additional information about a noun.
Example: The book that you lent me is fascinating.

- Noun clauses: Function as a subject or object within the sentence.
Example: What he said surprised everyone.

Understanding these roles helps in accurately drawing and identifying
clauses, leading to better comprehension and more sophisticated writing.

Implications for Language Learning and Teaching

For Students

Engaging in the exercise of drawing lines under clauses fosters:

- Grammatical awareness: Recognizing how sentences are constructed.

- Critical thinking: Analyzing sentence components logically.

- Enhanced writing skills: Creating varied sentence structures for effect and
clarity.



For Educators

Teachers can incorporate this activity into grammar lessons to:

- Reinforce understanding of syntax.

- Develop students’ editing skills.

- Prepare students for more advanced writing tasks, including essay
composition and rhetorical analysis.

Integration with Broader Language Skills

This exercise complements vocabulary building, comprehension exercises, and
writing practice, forming a holistic approach to language mastery.

Common Challenges and Solutions

Difficulty in Differentiating Clauses

Solution: Use color-coding or visual cues, such as lines, to distinguish
clause types; practice with simpler sentences before progressing.

Overlooking Subordinate Clauses

Solution: Familiarize with common subordinating words and relative pronouns;
read sentences aloud to feel the natural pauses and connections.

Complex Sentences with Multiple Clauses

Solution: Break down sentences into manageable parts, identifying one clause
at a time, then draw the appropriate lines.

Conclusion: The Power of Structural Awareness
in Language Mastery

The exercise of drawing one line under each main clause and two lines under
each subordinate clause, coupled with identification, is more than a
grammatical task; it is a gateway to understanding the architecture of
language. By systematically dissecting sentences, learners develop sharper
analytical skills, greater grammatical intuition, and more effective writing
techniques. This activity underscores the interconnectedness of sentence



components and their collective role in conveying nuanced ideas with clarity
and precision.

As language continues to evolve and the demand for clear communication
intensifies, mastering the ability to analyze and construct complex sentences
remains an essential skill. Whether in academic writing, professional
communication, or everyday discourse, the insights gained from such
structural exercises empower individuals to express themselves more
effectively and understand others with greater depth. Embracing this practice
is a step toward linguistic mastery, enabling learners to navigate the rich
tapestry of language with confidence and competence.
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