Gender-Linked Miscommunication In
"Hills Like White Elephants" Was
Published In New Critical Approaches

Gender-Linked Miscommunication In "Hills Like White Elephants” Was Published
In New Critical Approaches

Introduction to Gender Dynamics in "Hills Like
White Elephants”

Ernest Hemingway’s short story "Hills Like White Elephants" has long been celebrated for
its sparse yet powerful narrative style. Central to its enduring intrigue is the subtle interplay
of gender roles and communication, which has sparked extensive critical analysis. Recent
scholarly approaches, especially within new critical frameworks, have shed light on how
gender-linked miscommunication shapes the story’s themes and character interactions.
Understanding these dynamics is essential to grasping Hemingway’s nuanced portrayal of
relationships, societal expectations, and individual agency.

The Significance of New Critical Approaches in
Literary Analysis

New critical approaches focus on the text itself, analyzing its language, structure, symbols,
and themes without relying heavily on authorial intent or historical context. When applied
to "Hills Like White Elephants," these methods reveal the layered ways in which gender
influences communication:

- Emphasis on textual evidence over biographical or historical speculation
- Close reading of dialogue and symbolism
- Exploration of implicit power relations between characters

This approach allows critics to uncover the subtle gendered miscommunications embedded
within Hemingway’s minimalist prose.

Gender Roles and Expectations in the Story

The story’s main characters, the American man and the girl (Jig), embody contrasting
gender roles reflective of early 20th-century societal expectations:

- The male character often appears assertive, rational, and decision-oriented.
- Jig, the female character, is portrayed as more emotional, deferential, and constrained by

societal norms.

These roles influence their communication, often leading to misunderstandings and



unspoken tensions.

Societal Pressures and Their Impact on Dialogue

The story subtly depicts how societal expectations shape the characters’ interactions:
- The man'’s insistence on the "simple operation" (abortion) reflects a pragmatic, male-
oriented perspective.

- Jig’s hesitation and ambiguous responses reveal her internal conflict and societal
pressures about femininity and motherhood.

This dynamic creates a landscape where miscommunication is not merely personal but also
culturally ingrained.

Analysis of Miscommunication Through a
Gendered Lens

Applying new critical theory illuminates how gender influences the subtle failures in
communication between the characters.

Unspoken Words and Subtext

Much of the story’s tension derives from what is left unsaid, with gender roles dictating
what can or cannot be openly communicated:

- The man avoids directly discussing the pregnancy or Jig's feelings.
- Jig hints at her emotional state but does not explicitly voice her fears or desires.

This silencing often reflects societal expectations that women should be accommodating or
silent, leading to gender-linked miscommunication.

Power Dynamics and Control

The story subtly explores power relations rooted in gender:

- The male character attempts to persuade Jig to agree to the abortion, implying control
over her body and choices.

- Jig’s responses oscillate between acquiescence and resistance, highlighting her internal
conflict and the limited agency women had during that era.

New critical analysis emphasizes how these power imbalances contribute to
misunderstandings and emotional distance.



Symbolism as a Reflection of Gendered
Miscommunication

Hemingway employs symbolism to underscore gender-linked themes and
miscommunication.

The White Hills and the River

The contrasting landscape symbolizes divergent paths and choices:

- The hills, described as “white elephants,” suggest something burdensome and unwanted,
possibly representing societal expectations placed on women.

- The river indicates a journey or crossing, symbolizing the transition in their relationship
and decision-making process.

These symbols reflect the unspoken gendered tensions and the difficulty of genuine
communication.

The Beads and the Significance of the "Operation”

Objects like the beads and references to the operation serve as symbols of gendered
societal expectations:

- The beads, kept by Jig, symbolize her femininity and cultural identity.
- The mention of the operation reveals societal pressures on women to conform and make
choices dictated by external forces.

Interpreting these symbols through a gendered lens reveals how miscommunication is
intertwined with societal control over women’s bodies and choices.

Implications of Gender-Linked Miscommunication
in Literary Criticism

The recognition of gender-linked miscommunication in Hemingway'’s story has broader
implications:

- It deepens understanding of how gender roles shape narrative and character
development.

- It highlights the importance of reading texts through multiple critical lenses to uncover
hidden themes.

- It encourages contemporary readers and scholars to question societal norms reflected in
classic literature.

Such insights contribute to ongoing discussions about gender representation and
communication in literature.



Conclusion: The Continuing Relevance of
Gendered Critical Approaches

Analyzing "Hills Like White Elephants" through new critical approaches reveals the intricate
ways gender influences communication and relationships. Hemingway’s minimalist style
masks complex power dynamics and societal expectations that shape unspoken
misunderstandings. Recognizing these gender-linked miscommunications enhances our
appreciation of the story’s depth and relevance, especially in contemporary conversations
about gender, agency, and communication.

This critical perspective underscores the importance of looking beyond surface narratives to
understand the underlying societal and cultural forces at play. As readers and scholars
continue to explore Hemingway’s work and other literary texts, gender-focused analyses
remain vital for uncovering the nuanced layers of meaning that define human relationships
and societal norms.

Meta-Note: This article is designed to be SEO-friendly with relevant keywords such as
"gender-linked miscommunication," "Hills Like White Elephants," "new critical approaches,"
"literary analysis," and "gender roles in literature." It provides a comprehensive overview
suitable for readers interested in literary criticism, gender studies, and Hemingway’s works.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of the article titled 'Gender-
Linked Miscommunication In "Hills Like White
Elephants"'?

The article examines how gender roles and expectations contribute to miscommunication
between the male and female characters in Hemingway's story.

How does New Critical Approach analyze gender
dynamics in 'Hills Like White Elephants'?

It emphasizes close reading of the text itself, highlighting how language and symbolism
reveal underlying gender tensions without considering authorial intent or external context.

What examples of miscommunication are highlighted in
the story through a gender lens?

Examples include the characters' indirect dialogue about the pregnancy and abortion,
which reflect societal pressures and gendered expectations influencing their
communication.



How does the story reflect societal views on gender
roles of the time?

The story subtly portrays the male's dominance and the female's submissiveness,
illustrating the gendered power imbalance prevalent in the 1920s societal context.

In what way does the New Critical approach interpret
the symbolism related to gender in the story?

It interprets symbols like the landscape and the white elephants as representations of
gendered desires and societal expectations that hinder honest communication.

Why is the story considered a prime example for
studying gender-linked miscommunication?

Because it encapsulates subtle yet profound communication breakdowns rooted in gender
differences, making it a rich text for analysis using New Critical methods.

Does the article suggest that Hemingway intentionally
used gender cues to depict miscommunication?

While the article focuses on textual analysis, it suggests that Hemingway's use of dialogue
and symbolism subtly reflects gendered miscommunication, whether intentional or not.

How does the New Critical approach differ from other
methods in analyzing gender issues in this story?

It concentrates solely on the text itself, avoiding external context or authorial intent, to
uncover how language and symbolism reveal gendered miscommunication within the
narrative.

Additional Resources

Gender-Linked Miscommunication In "Hills Like White Elephants" Was Published In New
Critical Approaches

Ernest Hemingway’s short story "Hills Like White Elephants" has long been celebrated for
its sparse yet powerful prose, its layered symbolism, and its intricate portrayal of human
relationships. However, beyond its surface narrative, the story offers a fertile ground for
critical analysis, particularly regarding gender dynamics and communicative failures.
Recent scholarly work, especially within the framework of New Critical approaches, has
illuminated how gender-linked miscommunication functions as a central theme—shaping
the characters’ interactions and ultimately influencing the story’s unresolved tension. This
article explores these insights, dissecting how gender constructs and communication
barriers intertwine in Hemingway’s narrative to reveal deeper facets of human psychology
and societal expectations.



The Context of New Critical Approaches in Literary Analysis

Before delving into the specifics of "Hills Like White Elephants”, it’s essential to understand
the foundation of New Critical methodologies. Emerging prominently in the mid-20th
century, New Criticism emphasizes close reading and the intrinsic elements of a text—such
as symbolism, form, and language—over biographical or socio-historical contexts. Its goal is
to uncover the layers within a work that contribute to its meaning, often highlighting
contradictions, ambiguities, and tensions.

Applying New Critical approaches to Hemingway'’s story involves examining how the
language, imagery, and structure work together to reveal underlying themes. Particularly
relevant here is the analysis of how gender roles and communication styles contribute to a
misaligned understanding between the characters, revealing broader societal implications
about gender expectations and power dynamics.

The Characters: Analyzing Gendered Perspectives

The story revolves around an American man and a woman, Jig, who are sitting at a train
station, discussing an unnamed "operation"—generally interpreted as an abortion. Their
dialogue, characterized by elliptical and indirect language, exemplifies gendered
communication patterns.

The Male Perspective: Control and Rationality

The male character exhibits a pragmatic, controlling tone. His language is often matter-of-
fact, emphasizing the convenience of the operation and downplaying its emotional weight.
His repeated assurances—"It's really an awfully simple operation," or "It’s not really an
operation at all"—serve to normalize the procedure, framing it as a straightforward
decision.

From a gender-linked perspective, this reflects traditional masculinity’s association with
reasoned control and emotional restraint. The male character’s insistence on the
procedure’s simplicity masks his underlying desire to maintain control over the situation,
possibly to avoid confronting his own feelings or the woman’s emotional state.

The Female Perspective: Ambiguity and Evasion

Jig’s responses are more ambiguous, layered with subtle cues of discomfort, hesitation, and
emotional vulnerability. She attempts to steer the conversation towards the
landscape—comparing the hills to white elephants—as a metaphor for her feelings about
the operation and her relationship.

Her language often employs indirectness and evasiveness, which, from a gender-critical
view, aligns with traditional femininity’s association with emotional expressiveness and
indirect communication. Jig’s reluctance to overtly discuss her feelings signals a possible
internal conflict—torn between societal expectations of femininity and her own desires.



Miscommunication as a Gendered Phenomenon
The Structural Nature of Miscommunication

In the narrative, the characters’ failure to truly understand each other's perspectives is not
merely a matter of individual misunderstanding but a reflection of gendered communication
styles ingrained within societal norms.

- Language and Silence: Hemingway's use of sparse dialogue, with frequent pauses and
unspoken implications, heightens the sense of miscommunication. The man’s bluntness and
Jig’s evasiveness create a chasm of unspoken feelings.

- Indirect Speech: Jig's poetic references to the landscape and her hesitation serve as coded
messages, which the man often overlooks or dismisses, illustrating how gendered speech
patterns can hinder genuine understanding.

Power Dynamics and Gendered Expectations

The man’s insistence on the operation’s simplicity and his attempts to persuade Jig reflect a
paternalistic attitude, often associated with traditional masculinity—where men seek to
control decisions and dismiss women’s emotional states.

Conversely, Jig’s ambiguous responses and subtle resistance can be viewed as a form of
silent protest or internal negotiation against societal pressures that define her role as
passive or submissive in decision-making.

Key Elements of Gender-Linked Miscommunication:

- Control vs. Submission: The male character’s desire to persuade contrasts with Jig’s
ambivalence.

- Emotional Suppression: The man’s rational tone suppresses emotional expression; Jig's
indirectness masks her true feelings.

- Assumed Understanding: Both characters assume mutual comprehension, but their
gendered communication styles prevent authentic connection.

Symbolism and Its Role in Gendered Interpretation

Hemingway employs powerful symbols that deepen the theme of gender-linked
miscommunication.

The Landscape: Hills and the River

The landscape imagery reflects contrasting attitudes toward the operation and their
relationship:

- The "White Hills": Seen as a symbol of clarity or purity, possibly representing societal
expectations of women to be passive or pure.
- The Valley and the River: Suggest fluidity and emotional depth, perhaps emblematic of



Jig’s internal conflict and her desire for genuine connection.

The female character’s focus on the landscape’s symbolism underscores her attempt to
process complex feelings indirectly, a reflection of gendered expressive styles.

The White Elephants

The metaphor of the white elephant is a key symbol—an object that is both precious and
burdensome. It signifies an unspoken burden within the relationship, perhaps the
pregnancy itself or the societal pressures surrounding it.

The symbolism highlights how gendered expectations influence perceptions:

- For Jig: The elephant may symbolize the weight of societal judgment and her own
emotional turmoil.

- For the Man: It could represent the perceived burden he wishes to dismiss or avoid
addressing.

Critical Interpretations from New Critical Perspectives

Scholars employing New Critical approaches have emphasized how "Hills Like White
Elephants" encapsulates the ambiguities of gendered communication, illustrating that the
miscommunication is embedded in the very language and symbolism Hemingway employs.

Ambiguity and Open-Endedness

Hemingway’s minimalist style leaves much unsaid, compelling readers to interpret the
characters’ true feelings. Critics argue that this intentional ambiguity underscores how
gendered communication styles—directness versus indirectness—can hinder

understanding, especially when societal norms discourage open emotional expression.

The Unresolved Tension

The story’s lack of resolution reflects the ongoing struggle between societal expectations
and individual desires, particularly for women. The woman’s ambivalence and the man'’s
insistence highlight how gender roles restrict authentic dialogue and emotional honesty.

The Power of Language

New Critical scholars have analyzed how Hemingway’s precise yet sparse language creates
layers of meaning that reveal gendered miscommunication. For example:

- The choice of words like “simple,” “nothing,” and “easy” downplays the gravity of the
decision, often reflecting male attempts to control or dismiss emotional complexity.

- Jig's references to landscapes and symbols serve as indirect communication, which, in a
gendered context, aligns with societal expectations of women to communicate subtly.



Implications for Modern Readings and Broader Societal Reflection

Understanding the gender-linked miscommunication in Hemingway'’s story offers insights
that extend beyond literary analysis into contemporary gender relations.

- Reflecting Societal Norms: The story mirrors ongoing societal issues where men and
women often speak past each other due to entrenched gender roles.

- Implications for Communication Skills: It underscores the importance of fostering open,
honest dialogue that transcends gendered stereotypes.

- Relevance to Reproductive Rights: The narrative’s focus on abortion debates remains
pertinent, illustrating how gendered perceptions influence personal and societal decisions.

Conclusion: The Enduring Significance of Gender Dynamics

In "Hills Like White Elephants"”, Hemingway masterfully encapsulates the complexities of
gender-linked miscommunication. Through close reading grounded in New Critical
approaches, scholars reveal how the characters’ interactions are shaped by societal
constructs of gender, language, and emotional expression. The story’s ambiguity and
symbolism serve as powerful tools to explore how gender roles can obstruct genuine
understanding and connection.

As readers and critics continue to analyze the story, its relevance endures—reminding us
that behind the sparse dialogue are universal struggles to be understood beyond societal
expectations. Hemingway’s narrative remains a compelling reflection of how gender
influences communication, shaping human relationships in profound and often unspoken
ways.
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