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THE UNITED STATES' PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION PROCESS HAS LONG BEEN A SUBJECT OF DEBATE, ANALYSIS, AND REFLECTION.
AMONG THE MOST INFLUENTIAL VOICES IN SHAPING THE FRAMEWORK OF AMERICAN ELECTORAL PROCEDURES WAS ALEXANDER
HAMILTON. IN THE FEDERALIST PAPERS, PARTICULARLY FEDERALIST No. 68, HAMILTON ARTICULATED HIS REASONING BEHIND
THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE AS A SAFEGUARD DESIGNED TO ENSURE A STABLE AND ORDERLY SELECTION OF

THE PRESIDENT. THIS ARTICLE EXPLORES HAMILTON’S REASONING, THE PRINCIPLES UNDERPINNING THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE/ AND
HOW IT AIMS TO REDUCE TUMULT AND DISORDER DURING PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS.

UNDERSTANDING HAMILTON’S PERSPECTIVE ON THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE

THe HisTorICAL CONTEXT OF FEDERALIST No. 68

WRITTEN IN 1788, FEDERALIST NO. 68 ADDRESSED CONCERNS ABOUT THE POTENTIAL CHAOS THAT COULD ARISE FROM DIRECT
POPULAR ELECTIONS OF THE PRESIDENT. HAMILTON RECOGNIZED THAT THE NEWLY FORMED NATION FACED NUMEROUS
CHALLENGES IN ESTABLISHING A STABLE GOVERNMENT, INCLUDING FEARS OF MOB RULE, UNINFORMED VOTING, AND REGIONAL
BIASES. TO MITIGATE THESE RISKS, HAMILTON PROPOSED THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE AS AN INTERMEDIARY BODY THAT WOULD
SELECT THE PRESIDENT.

Key GoALs ofF THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE ACCORDING TO HAMILTON
HAMILTON BELIEVED THAT THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE WOULD SERVE MULTIPLE PURPOSES:
L] PREVENTING TUMULT AND DISORDER DURING THE ELECTION PROCESS.

® ENSURING THE SELECTION OF A QUALIFIED AND CAPABLE LEADER.

® BALANCING THE INFLUENCE OF POPULAR PASSIONS WITH INFORMED DELIBERATION.

PROVIDING A SAFEGUARD AGAINST POPULAR PASSIONS LEADING TO RASH OR IMPULSIVE DECISIONS.

How THe ELECTORAL COLLEGE IS DESIGNED TO REDUCE TUMULT AND
DiSORDER

HAMILTON’S REASONING HINGES ON THE IDEA THAT AN INDIRECT ELECTION PROCESS CREATES A BUFFER BETWEEN THE POPULACE
AND THE FINAL CHOICE FOR PRESIDENT. SEVERAL FEATURES OF THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE CONTRIBUTE TO THIS GOAL:



1. AN ELECTORATE OF SELECTED REPRESENTATIVES

INSTEAD OF RELYING SOLELY ON THE DIRECT VOTES OF THE PEOPLE, ELECTORS ARE CHOSEN—OFTEN BY STATE LEGISLATURES
OR VOTERS—TO ACT AS INTERMEDIARIES. THESE ELECTORS ARE EXPECTED TO BE MORE INFORMED AND BETTER SUITED TO
EVALUATE CANDIDATES OBJECTIVELY.

2. LIMITING THE INFLUENCE OF FACTIONS AND MoB RULE

HAMILTON WAS WARY OF FACTIONS AND POPULAR MOBS INFLUENCING THE ELECTION OUTCOME. THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE
ACTS AS A FILTER, REDUCING THE LIKELIHOOD THAT TRANSIENT PASSIONS OR REGIONAL BIASES CAN SWAY THE ENTIRE NATION
TOWARD AN UNFIT CANDIDATE.

3. PRoVIDING TIME FOR DELIBERATION

THE PROCESS OF COLLECTING ELECTORAL VOTES AND TALLYING THEM INTRODUCES A TEMPORAL BUFFER, ALLOWING FOR
REFLECTION AND VERIFICATION BEFORE THE FINAL DECISION IS MADE.

4. DISTRIBUTING POWER ACROSS STATES

THe ELECTORAL COLLEGE ALLOCATES VOTES BASED ON STATES’ POPULATIONS, PREVENTING A FEW POPULOUS AREAS FROM
DOMINATING THE ELECTION, AND ENCOURAGING BROADER REGIONAL SUPPORT THAT CONTRIBUTES TO STABILITY.

HAMILTON’S PRINCIPLES SUPPORTING THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE’S ROLE IN
STABILITY

HAMILTON’S CORE ARGUMENT WAS THAT AN ELECTORAL PROCESS WITH BUILT-IN SAFEGUARDS WOULD PROMOTE STABILITY.
SEVERAL PRINCIPLES UNDERPIN THIS VIEW:

MAJORITY STABILITY

HE BELIEVED THAT A WELL-STRUCTURED ELECTORAL PROCESS WOULD PRODUCE A CLEAR MAJORITY WINNER, THUS AVOIDING
CONTESTED OR AMBIGUOUS OUTCOMES THAT COULD LEAD TO UNREST.

ExPERTISE AND KNOWLEDGE

ELECTOES, BEING MORE INFORMED, COULD BETTER DISCERN THE QUALITIES OF CANDIDATES, THUS CHOOSING A LEADER CAPABLE
OF UNITING THE NATION AND AVOIDING IMPULSIVE DECISIONS.

PROTECTION AGAINST FOREIGN INTERFERENCE

THE ELECTORAL COLLEGEI BY LIMITING DIRECT POPULAR INFLUENCE, OFFERS A LAYER OF PROTECTION FROM FOREIGN
MANIPULATION OR INFLUENCE THAT MIGHT EXPLOIT POPULAR PASSIONS.



CoNTEMPORARY PERSPECTIVES AND CRITICISMS

W/HILE HAMILTON’S REASONING WAS ROOTED IN THE CONTEXT OF THE 18TH CENTURY, MODERN DEBATES OFTEN QUESTION
WHETHER THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE STILL FULFILLS ITS INTENDED PURPOSE. CRITICS ARGUE THAT:

® THE SYSTEM CAN PRODUCE RESULTS CONTRARY TO THE POPULAR VOTE.
e ELECTORS ARE SOMETIMES INFLUENCED OR PLEDGED TO SPECIFIC CANDIDATES, UNDERMINING INDEPENDENCE.

® THE SYSTEM EMPHASIZES SWING STATES, POTENTIALLY FUELING POLITICAL INSTABILITY AND DIVISIVENESS.

SUPPORTERS/ HOWEVER, MAINTAIN THAT THE ELecTORAL COLLEGE CONTINUES TO PROVIDE STABILITY BY PREVENTING
REGIONAL OR POPULIST SWINGS FROM DESTABILIZING THE NATION.

Concrusion: THE LEGACY oF HAMILTON’S REASONING

HAMILTON’S REASONING IN FAVOR OF THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE WAS DRIVEN BY A DESIRE TO PROMOTE NATIONAL STABILITY
AND PREVENT TUMULT DURING PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS. BY ESTABLISHING A LAYERED, DELIBERATIVE PROCESS MEDIATED BY
ELECTORS, HE AIMED TO BUFFER THE NATION FROM THE PASSIONS AND CHAOS THAT COULD THREATEN ITS COHESION. ALTHOUGH
MODERN PERSPECTIVES HAVE EVOLVED AND CRITIQUES HAVE EMERGED, HAMILTON’S FOUNDATIONAL PRINCIPLES—EMPHASIZING
STABILITY, INFORMED DECISION-MAKING, AND SAFEGUARDING AGAINST DISORDER™REMAIN CENTRAL TO THE ONGOING DEBATE
OVER THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE’S ROLE IN AMERICAN DEMOCRACY.

IN SUMMARY:

- HAMILTON BELIEVED THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE WOULD LESSEN TUMULT AND DISORDER BY ACTING AS A SAFEGUARD.
- |T CREATES A BUFFER BETWEEN POPULAR PASSIONS AND THE FINAL ELECTION OUTCOME.

- THE SYSTEM PROMOTES STABILITY THROUGH DELIBERATE, REGIONAL, AND INFORMED DECISION~MAKING.

- DespITE CRITICISMS, THE CORE IDEA WAS TO ENSURE A PEACEFUL, STABLE, AND ORDERLY TRANSFER OF POWER.

BY UNDERSTANDING HAMILTON’S REASONING, CITIZENS AND POLICYMAKERS CAN BETTER APPRECIATE THE INTENTIONS BEHIND THE
ELecTorAL COLLEGE AND CONSIDER ITS ROLE IN MAINTAINING THE STABILITY OF AMERICAN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS TODAY.

FREQUENTLY AsSkeD QUESTIONS

How poes HAMILTON ARGUE THAT THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE PREVENTS TUMULT AND
DISORDER IN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS?

HAMILTON BELIEVES THAT THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE ACTS AS A BUFFER, PREVENTING UNQUALIFIED OR IMPULSIVE VOTERS FROM
DIRECTLY INFLUENCING THE PRESIDENCY, THEREBY REDUCING THE RISK OF CHAOS AND RASH DECISIONS DURING ELECTIONS.

WHAT ROLE DOES HAMILTON SEE THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE PLAYING IN STABILIZING THE
SELECTION PROCESS?

HE SEES IT AS A STABILIZING FORCE THAT FILTERS THE POPULAR VOTE THROUGH KNOWLEDGEABLE ELECTORS, ENSURING A MORE
DELIBERATE AND INFORMED CHOICE THAT LESSENS THE CHANCE OF TUMULTUOUS OUTCOMES.



W HY DOES HAMILTON THINK THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE IS PREFERABLE TO DIRECT
POPULAR VOTE?

BECAUSE IT BALANCES THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE WITH A LAYER OF INFORMED JUDGMENT, PREVENTING MOB RULE OR HASTY
DECISIONS THAT COULD LEAD TO DISORDER.

How poes HAMILTON JUSTIFY THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE AS A SAFEGUARD AGAINST
UNINFORMED OR IMPULSIVE VOTERS?

HE ARGUES THAT ELECTORS WOULD BE MORE EDUCATED AND CAPABLE OF MAKING RATIONAL DECISIONS, THUS SHIELDING THE
NATION FROM THE DISTURBANCES CAUSED BY UNINFORMED OR EMOTIONALLY DRIVEN VOTING.

IN WHAT WAY DOES HAMILTON BELIEVE THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE CONTRIBUTES TO
NATIONAL STABILITY?

BY PROVIDING A STRUCTURED AND INSULATED PROCESS FOR SELECTING THE PRESIDENT, IT MINIMIZES THE CHANCES OF SUDDEN,
TUMULTUOUS CHANGES IN LEADERSHIP AND PROMOTES CONTINUITY AND ORDER.

\WHAT CONCERN OF HAMILTON DOES THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE ADDRESS REGARDING THE
RISK OF FACTIONALISM?

[T HELPS PREVENT FACTIONS FROM GAINING UNDUE INFLUENCE IN THE ELECTION, WHICH COULD LEAD TO UNREST OR DISORDER, BY
CHANNELING VOTING THROUGH A SELECT GROUP OF INFORMED ELECTORS.

How poEs HAMILTON ENVISION THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE REDUCING THE LIKELIHOOD OF
ELECTORAL CHAOS?

He BELIEVES THAT THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE'S DESIGN ENSURES CAREFUL DELIBERATION AND PREVENTS THE PASSIONS OF THE
MOMENT FROM OVERRIDING REASON, THUS REDUCING ELECTORAL CONFLICTS AND DISORDER.

\WHAT IS HAMILTON'S OVERALL RATIONALE FOR SUPPORTING THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE
IN TERMS OF POLITICAL STABILITY?

HE SUPPORTS IT AS A MEANS TO SAFEGUARD THE REPUBLIC FROM TUMULT, ENSURING A PEACEFUL, STABLE TRANSFER OF POWER
THROUGH A BALANCED AND DELIBERATE PROCESS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

How Does HAMILTON REASON THAT THE ELEcTOrRAL CoOLLEGE LESSENS TUMULT AND DISORDER IN THE SELECTION OF THE
PRESIDENT?

THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE STANDS AS ONE OF THE MOST DEBATED INSTITUTIONS IN AMERICAN CONSTITUTIONAL DESIGN.
ROOTED IN THE LATE 18 TH-CENTURY DEBATES OVER HOW BEST TO SELECT THE NATION’S CHIEF EXECUTIVE, THE SYSTEM
REFLECTS A COMPLEX BALANCE BETWEEN DEMOCRATIC PARTICIPATION AND THE SAFEGUARDING OF STABILITY. AMONG ITS
PRINCIPAL ADVOCATES WAS ALEXANDER HAMILTON, WHOSE WRITINGS IN THE FEDERALIST PAPERS ARTICULATE A NUANCED
RATIONALE FOR WHY THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE WAS A PRUDENT MECHANISM TO MITIGATE TUMULT AND DISORDER IN
PRESIDENTIAL SELECTION. THIS ARTICLE ENDEAVORS TO UNPACK HAMILTON’S REASONING, EXAMINING THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT,
CONSTITUTIONAL PHILOSOPHY, AND PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS UNDERPINNING HIS ADVOCACY.



HisToricAL CONTEXT AND THE GENESIS OF THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE

THE UNITED STATES, FRESHLY LIBERATED FROM COLONIAL RULE, FACED THE CHALLENGE OF CREATING A GOVERNMENT THAT
BALANCED POPULAR SOVEREIGNTY WITH EFFECTIVE GOVERNANCE. THE CONSTITUTIONAL CONVENTION OF 1787 GRAPPLED
WITH THE QUESTION: SHOULD THE PRESIDENT BE CHOSEN DIRECTLY BY THE PEOPLE, BY CONGRESS, OR THROUGH A HYBRID
SYSTEM?

DIReCT ELECTION, WHILE SEEMINGLY DEMOCRATIC, POSED CONCERNS ABOUT THE POTENTIAL FOR POPULIST UPHEAV AL, REGIONAL
FACTIONS, AND UNINFORMED VOTING. CONVERSELY, CONGRESSIONAL SELECTION RISKED UNDUE INFLUENCE FROM LEGISLATIVE
INTERESTS. THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE EMERGED AS A COMPROMISE: A BODY OF ELECTORS CHOSEN BY STATES, WHO WOULD
THEN ELECT THE PRESIDENT.

THIS MECHANISM WAS INTENDED TO FILTER POPULAR SENTIMENT THROUGH A LAYER OF INFORMED ELECTORS, THEREBY REDUCING
THE LIKELIHOOD OF IMPULSIVE OR TUMULTUOUS CHOICES. HAMILTON’S WRITINGS IN THE FEDERALIST No. 68 AND OTHER
ESSAYS PROVIDE A FOUNDATIONAL PHILOSOPHICAL JUSTIFICATION FOR THIS DESIGN, EMPHASIZING STABILITY, DELIBERATION,
AND RESISTANCE TO FACTIONAL UPHEAVAL.

HAMILTON’S PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATIONS FOR THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE

ALEXANDER HAMILTON’S CORE REASONING CENTERS AROUND THE IDEA THAT A STRUCTURED, INDIRECT ELECTION PROCESS
WOULD SERVE AS A SAFEGUARD AGAINST DISORDER. SEVERAL KEY PRINCIPLES UNDERPIN HIS ARGUMENT:

- PREVENTION OF FACTIONAL TYRANNY: HAMILTON WAS WARY OF THE “MISCHIEFS OF FACTION,” FEARING THAT POPULAR
PASSIONS COULD BE MANIPULATED OR INFLAMED, LEADING TO VOLATILE ELECTIONS. THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE ACTS AS A
BUFFER, ALLOWING A SELECT BODY TO EVALUATE CANDIDATES BEYOND TRANSIENT POPULAR SENTIMENT.

- ENSURING INFORMED DELIBERATION: ELECTORS, IDEALLY, WOULD BE MORE KNOWLEDGEABLE ABOUT CANDIDATES’
QUALIFICATIONS AND TEMPERAMENTS THAN THE AVERAGE VOTER. THIS INFORMED JUDGMENT REDUCES THE RISK OF IMPULSIVE,
UNCONSIDERED DECISIONS THAT COULD LEAD TO CHAOS.

- MITIGATING REGIONAL AND DEMAGOGIC INFLUENCES: HAMILTON RECOGNIZED THE POTENTIAL FOR REGIONAL OR DEMAGOGIC
FIGURES TO EXPLOIT POPULAR PASSIONS. THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE DISPERSES INFLUENCE GEOGRAPHICALLY AND
INSTITUTIONALLY, DILUTING THE POWER OF ANY SINGLE FACTION TO DOMINATE THE SELECTION PROCESS.

- ProVvIDING A CONSTITUTIONAL “CoOoLING-OFF” MECHANISM: HAMILTON DESCRIBED THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE AS A
DELIBERATIVE BODY THAT COULD “CORRECT” THE PASSIONS OF THE POPULACE, PREVENTING HASTY DECISIONS AND ENSURING
STABILITY.

How THE ELECTORAL CoOLLEGE LESSENS TUMULT AND DISORDER:
HAMILTON’S PERSPECTIVE

IN HIS FEDERALIST ESSAYS, HAMILTON EXPLICITLY DISCUSSES HOW THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE’S DESIGN MITIGATES CHAOS. His
REASONING CAN BE DISTILLED INTO SEVERAL INTERCONNECTED POINTS:

1. BUFFER AGAINST POPULAR FLUCTUATIONS AND FACTIONS

HAMILTON BELIEVED THAT DIRECT POPULAR ELECTION COULD LEAD TO TUMULT IF THE MASSES FAVORED A DEMAGOGUE OR
EXPERIENCED SUDDEN SHIFTS IN OPINION. THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE, BY INVOLVING ELECTORS—SELECTED AT THE STATE
LEVEL—SERVES AS AN INTERMEDIARY, INSULATING THE PROCESS FROM IMMEDIATE POPULAR PASSIONS. THIS INTERMEDIARY ROLE
REDUCES THE RISK OF SUDDEN, DISORDERLY SWINGS IN PRESIDENTIAL CHOICE.



2. PROMOTION OF STABILITY THROUGH DELIBERATION

HAMILTON EMPHASIZED THAT ELECTORS SHOULD POSSESS DISCERNMENT, ENABLING THEM TO EVALUATE CANDIDATES CAREFULLY,
RATHER THAN VOTE IMPULSIVELY. THE ELECTORS ARE ENVISIONED AS “MEN OF MORE DISCERNMENT,” WHO CAN RESIST TRANSIENT
POPULAR TRENDS AND SELECT A CANDIDATE WITH THE BEST QUALIFICATIONS, THEREBY FOSTERING CONTINUITY AND STABILITY.

3. LIMITING THE INFLUENCE OF FACTIONS AND REGIONAL PoLITICS

BY DISPERSING INFLUENCE ACROSS STATES, THE ELecTorAL COLLEGE REDUCES THE CHANCE OF A SINGLE FACTION OR REGION
DOMINATING THE ELECTION. HAMILTON’S DESIGN ENCOURAGES COALITIONS THAT ARE BROAD AND BALANCED, CURBING REGIONAL
OR FACTIONAL UPHEAVALS THAT COULD LEAD TO DISORDER.

4. REDUCING THE SCOPE FOR ELECTORAL DISPUTES AND VIOLENCE

W/HILE NO SYSTEM IS IMMUNE TO DISPUTES, HAMILTON ARGUED THAT THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE’S STRUCTURE WOULD PROVIDE
CLEAR PROCEDURES AND A MANAGEABLE PROCESS FOR RESOLVING CONFLICTS, THUS PREVENTING THE CHAOS THAT MIGHT ENSUE
FROM AN OVERLY POLITICIZED OR CHAOTIC POPULAR VOTE.

MECHANISMS WITHIN THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE THAT FOSTER STABILITY

BEYOND THE PHILOSOPHICAL RATIONALE, HAMILTON’S DESIGN INCORPORATED SPECIFIC FEATURES TO ENSURE CALM AND ORDER:

- STATE-BASED ELECTOR SELECTION: STATES SELECT ELECTORS, WHICH LOCALIZES DECISION"MAKING AND REDUCES THE
LIKELIHOOD OF NATIONAL UPHEAVAL.

- ELecTorAL COLLEGE MAJORITY REQUIREMENT: THE REQUIREMENT OF A MAJORITY VOTE FOR VICTORY ENSURES THAT A
CANDIDATE MUST COMMAND BROAD SUPPORT, DISCOURAGING DIVISIVE OR UNSTABLE CANDIDACIES.

- CONTINGENT ELECTION PROCEDURES: IF NO CANDIDATE WINS AN ELECTORAL MAJORITY, THE House OF REPRESENTATIVES
ELECTS THE PRESIDENT, FURTHER ADDING A DELIBERATIVE LAYER THAT CAN TEMPER TUMULT.

- ELECTOR INDEPENDENCE: HAMILTON ENVISIONED ELECTORS AS INDEPENDENT AGENTS, CAPABLE OF EXERCISING JUDGMENT RATHER
THAN MERE RUBBER-STAMP VOTERS, THUS ADDING A SAFEGUARD AGAINST IMPULSIVE DECISIONS.

CRITIQUES AND MODERN INTERPRETATIONS OF HAMILTON’S REASONING

\W/HILE HAMILTON’S RATIONALE FOR THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE AS A METHOD TO LESSEN TUMULT IS COMPELLING, MODERN
DEBATES QUESTION ITS EFFECTIVENESS AND RELEVANCE. CRITICS ARGUE THAT:

- THE SYSTEM CAN PRODUCE OUTCOMES CONTRARY TO THE POPULAR WILL, LEADING TO QUESTIONS ABOUT DEMOCRATIC
LEGITIMACY.

- ELECTORS MAY NOT ALWAYS EXERCISE INDEPENDENT JUDGMENT AS ENVISIONED.
- THE POTENTIAL FOR DISPUTES OVER ELECTORAL VOTES CAN STILL CAUSE CHAOS.

PROPONENTS, HOWEVER, MAINTAIN THAT HAMILTON’S CORE CONCERN—THE PREVENTION OF DISORDER—REMAINS VALID, AND
THAT THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE, IN ITS INTENDED FORM, CONTINUES TO SERVE AS A STABILIZING INFLUENCE.



ConNcrusion:; THe LASTING LEGACY oF HAMILTON’S REASONING

ALEXANDER HAMILTON’S REASONING FOR THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE WAS DEEPLY ROOTED IN THE DESIRE TO CREATE A STABLE,
ORDERLY, AND DELIBERATIVE PROCESS FOR SELECTING THE PRESIDENT. HIS UNDERSTANDING OF HUMAN NATURE, FACTIONAL
TENDENCIES, AND REGIONAL CONFLICTS LED HIM TO DESIGN A SYSTEM THAT ACTS AS A SAFEGUARD AGAINST THE TUMULT AND
DISORDER THAT COULD OTHERWISE THREATEN THE FLEDGLING REPUBLIC.

THOUGH THE SYSTEM HAS EVOLVED AND FACES ONGOING DEBATE, HAMILTON’S FUNDAMENTAL CONCERN—TO MITIGATE CHAOS
AND UPHOLD STARBILITY—REMAINS CENTRAL TO THE ONGOING DISCUSSIONS ABOUT ELECTORAL REFORM. HIS VISION
UNDERSCORES A NUANCED BALANCE: EMBRACING DEMOCRATIC PARTICIPATION WHILE RECOGNIZING THE NEED FOR INSTITUTIONAL
STRUCTURES THAT TEMPER PASSIONS AND PREVENT DISORDER.

BY EXAMINING HAMILTON’S RATIONALE THROUGH HISTORICAL, PHILOSOPHICAL, AND PRACTICAL LENSES, WE GAIN A DEEPER
APPRECIATION FOR THE ENDURING COMPLEXITY AND SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE IN AMERICAN POLITICAL LIFE. IT
EXEMPLIFIES A DELIBERATE EFFORT TO RECONCILE THE PASSIONS OF THE POPULACE WITH THE STABILITY NECESSARY FOR A
RESILIENT REPUBLIC.
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