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The novel The Outsiders by S.E. Hinton is a compelling story that explores themes of friendship,
identity, social class, and the struggles of adolescence. Throughout the book, readers are introduced
to a variety of complex characters, each with their own unique perspectives and experiences. If you
could ask one of these characters two questions, who would it be, and what would you ask? Why?
This thought-provoking exercise allows us to delve deeper into the characters’ motivations and
perhaps gain insights that are not explicitly stated in the story. In this article, we will explore which
characters we might choose to interview, what questions we would pose to them, and the reasons
behind these choices.

Choosing the Right Character to Interview

Before deciding on the questions, it’s important to consider which character’s perspective would be
most enlightening or intriguing. Each character in The Outsiders offers a different outlook on life,
and their responses could reveal much about their personal struggles, dreams, and perceptions.

Johnny Cade: The Sensitive Dreamer

Johnny is often seen as the quiet, sensitive member of the Greasers. His tragic circumstances and
deep sense of loyalty make him a compelling candidate for an interview.

Cherry Valance: The Conflicted Soc

Cherry, a Soc girl, bridges two worlds—her social class and her personal morals—making her
insights particularly valuable.

Ponyboy Curtis: The Thoughtful Narrator

As the protagonist and narrator, Ponyboy offers a reflective view on the events and characters,
making him a natural choice for understanding the broader themes.

What Two Questions Would You Ask, and Why?

Once the character is chosen, the next step is to craft meaningful questions that can reveal new
layers of understanding about their experiences and perspectives.



Questions for Johnny Cade

¢ What keeps you going despite all the hardships you face?
Why ask this? Johnny’s life is filled with hardship, from domestic abuse to feeling like an
outsider. Understanding what motivates him to keep fighting or dreaming can offer insight
into his resilience and inner strength.

¢ Do you regret the choices you made during the conflict with the Socs, or do you
believe they were necessary?
Why ask this? Johnny’s actions, especially the killing of Bob Sheldon, are pivotal moments.
This question explores his moral reasoning and whether he perceives his actions as justified or
tragic.

Questions for Cherry Valance

e Do you see yourself as more than just a Soc, or do your social class and upbringing
define you?
Why ask this? Cherry’s internal conflict about her social identity and her genuine friendship
with Ponyboy reveal her struggle to reconcile her societal role with her personal beliefs.

e What do you think about the divide between Socs and Greasers? Is it possible for that
gap to ever close?
Why ask this? Her perspective can shed light on the societal barriers and whether she believes
in the possibility of understanding and unity.

Questions for Ponyboy Curtis

e How do you see yourself changing after all the events you've experienced?
Why ask this? Ponyboy’s growth throughout the novel is significant. Understanding his self-
perception can reveal his hopes for the future and how he processes trauma.

 What message do you want readers to take away from your story?
Why ask this? As the narrator, Ponyboy’s reflection can highlight the themes he considers
most important—such as empathy, acceptance, or the importance of understanding others.

The Significance of These Questions

Asking these questions can serve multiple purposes. They allow us to understand the characters on a
deeper level, beyond their roles in the story. They also provide insights into human nature, social
issues, and the universal struggles of growing up.



Understanding Inner Strength and Resilience

Questions directed at Johnny highlight the importance of resilience in the face of adversity. His
responses could inspire readers who face their own hardships.

Exploring Socioeconomic Divisions

Cherry’s perspective offers a nuanced view of social divides and the possibility of empathy bridging
gaps—an especially relevant topic in today’s society.

Gaining Personal Growth Insights

Ponyboy’s reflections can provide guidance on how to handle trauma, change, and the pursuit of
personal identity, encouraging readers to consider their own journeys.

Why These Characters and Questions Matter

Choosing these characters and questions isn’t random; it’s rooted in their unique positions within
the story and the themes they represent.

Johnny Cade’s Vulnerability and Courage

Johnny embodies innocence, vulnerability, but also remarkable courage. Asking questions about his
motivation and morality taps into universal themes of resilience and moral complexity.

Cherry Valance’s Bridge Between Worlds

Cherry symbolizes the possibility of understanding across social divides. Her answers to questions
about identity and societal gaps can inspire introspection and empathy.

Ponyboy Curtis’s Reflection and Growth

As a thoughtful narrator, Ponyboy’s insights encapsulate the novel’s messages. His questions can
help readers connect with the story’s core themes of innocence, experience, and hope.

Conclusion: Reflecting on the Power of Character
Perspectives

Imagining the opportunity to ask The Outsiders characters two questions opens a window into their
minds and hearts. Whether it’s Johnny's resilience, Cherry’s social consciousness, or Ponyboy’s
introspective wisdom, these characters’ responses can deepen our understanding of human nature
and societal issues. Their stories remind us that everyone has struggles, hopes, and
dreams—regardless of social class or background. By thoughtfully choosing which character to
interview and what questions to ask, we not only gain insights into the narrative but also reflect on



our own lives and the universal quest for empathy and understanding.

In the end, the power of The Outsiders lies in its ability to connect us with characters who, despite
their differences, share our human experiences. Asking them questions allows us to explore these
themes more profoundly, making the story resonate even longer in our minds and hearts.

Frequently Asked Questions

If you could ask Ponyboy two questions, what would they be
and why?

I would ask Ponyboy how he stays true to his values despite the violence around him, and what
keeps him hopeful for the future. I want to understand his resilience and outlook on life.

What two questions would you ask Johnny Cade if given the
chance, and what is your reason?

I would ask Johnny what motivated him to stand up for his friends even in dangerous situations, and
how he coped with the trauma after the incident. I'm curious about his bravery and emotional
struggles.

If you could inquire about one thing from Darry Curtis, what
would it be and why?

I would ask Darry what he feels most responsible for in his family and how he manages to keep
everything together. His leadership qualities fascinate me.

What two questions would you pose to Cherry Valance and
why?

I would ask Cherry how she perceives the social divide between the Socs and Greasers, and if she
sees any hope for bridging that gap. I want to understand her perspective on class differences.

If you could ask Two-Bit Mathews two questions, what would
they be and why?

I would ask Two-Bit what makes him so loyal to his friends, and how he finds humor in tough
situations. His carefree attitude seems important for coping.

Who would you choose to ask questions to from The Outsiders,
and what would you ask? Why?

I would choose Ponyboy because he’s thoughtful and insightful about the social issues and his own
experiences. I'd ask him how he maintains his hope and integrity amidst adversity, because his



perspective seems inspiring.

Additional Resources
Reflection: The Power of Inquiry in S.E. Hinton’s The Outsiders

Introduction

In the realm of classic young adult literature, S.E. Hinton’s The Outsiders stands out as a profound
exploration of adolescence, social divisions, and personal identity. Its compelling characters—each
with their unique perspectives—offer readers a window into a tumultuous world of conflict and
camaraderie. If given the opportunity to ask one of these characters two questions, the choice
becomes an intriguing exercise in understanding human motivations, societal influences, and
personal growth. This article delves into who that character might be, what questions would be most
revealing, and why these inquiries matter, all while examining the broader implications of engaging
with literary characters as if they were real individuals.

Why Choose a Character from The Outsiders?

Before selecting a character and formulating questions, it’s essential to consider what makes The
Outsiders a fertile ground for meaningful inquiry:

- Diverse Perspectives: From Ponyboy’s introspective innocence to Darry’s protective sternness,
each character embodies a distinct worldview.

- Themes of Identity and Societal Class: The ongoing tension between Socs and Greasers raises
questions about societal labels and personal agency.

- Emotional Depth: Characters grapple with love, loss, loyalty, and belonging, offering rich emotional
tapestries to explore.

- Growth and Redemption: Many characters evolve, making their insights valuable for understanding
change.

Given these factors, the choice of character hinges on who embodies the most compelling or
complex set of qualities—someone whose answers could illuminate core themes or personal
struggles.

The Candidate: Ponyboy Curtis - The Reflective Dreamer

Why Ponyboy?

Ponyboy Curtis, the novel’s narrator and protagonist, represents the introspective, sensitive side of
adolescence. His love for reading, school, and movies sets him apart from many of his peers, yet he
is deeply rooted in his Greaser identity. Asking Ponyboy two questions taps into his unique
perspective—combining innocence with growing awareness of societal injustice.



The Two Questions: Crafting Insightful Inquiries

Question 1: "What, in your opinion, is the most important thing you've learned about yourself and
others through your experiences?"

Why this question?
This open-ended inquiry invites Ponyboy to reflect on personal growth, empathy, and understanding.
It encourages him to distill his journey into core lessons, revealing his evolving worldview.

Expected Insights:

- Recognition of societal divisions and the futility of prejudice.
- The importance of loyalty and friendship.

- An understanding of human complexity beyond stereotypes.
- Personal resilience and the capacity for change.

Impact:
This answer would shed light on how a sensitive, idealistic youth processes trauma, love, and
conflict, providing a nuanced view of human nature and societal constructs.

Question 2: "If you had the power to change one thing about your world or your circumstances, what
would it be, and why?"

Why this question?

It prompts Ponyboy to articulate his deepest desires for transformation—be it societal, personal, or
relational. It also reveals where his priorities lie and what he perceives as the root cause of his
struggles.

Expected Insights:

- A desire for social equality and understanding between Socs and Greasers.
- A wish for peace and less violence.

- Personal longing for a different family dynamic or more stability.

- A hope for a future where youth can be free from prejudice.

Impact:

This question underscores the themes of hope and change, emphasizing that even in a world riddled
with conflict, young individuals seek betterment.

Why These Questions Matter

Asking these questions to Ponyboy offers multiple layers of understanding:

- Personal Growth: How does a young person interpret their experiences?

- Societal Reflection: What insights do characters have about systemic issues?

- Empathy Development: What lessons do characters learn about others?

Moreover, these questions serve as a mirror to real-world issues—racial tension, class disparity,
violence—making the answers not just about fiction but about human experience.



Alternative Character Choices and Their Questions

While Ponyboy is an excellent candidate, other characters could provide equally compelling insights.
Here are a few alternatives:

Johnny Cade

- Question 1: "What do you wish people understood about you?"
- Question 2: "What has been the most defining moment of your life, and how has it changed you?"

Johnny’s tragic background and desire for acceptance make these questions poignant, offering a
window into vulnerability and the need for empathy.

Dally Winston

- Question 1: "What motivates your tough exterior and rebellious behavior?"
- Question 2: "Do you see any hope for your future or the world around you?"

Dally’s hardened persona masks pain and hope, making these questions revealing about resilience
and disillusionment.

Darry Curtis

- Question 1: "How do you balance your responsibilities with your own dreams?"
- Question 2: "What do you hope Ponyboy will understand about your sacrifices?"

Darry’s role as a protector and provider offers insights into duty, sacrifice, and the pain of unmet
aspirations.

Broader Implications of Asking Literary Characters Questions

Engaging with characters as if they are real individuals fosters empathy and introspection. It
encourages readers to:

- Reflect on their own experiences and beliefs.

- Understand the complexity of human motivations.

- Recognize the universality of struggles across social divides.
- Appreciate the power of storytelling to teach life lessons.

This process transforms reading from passive consumption into active dialogue—an exploration of
the human condition.

Final Thoughts: The Value of Inquiry in Literature

Asking questions of The Outsiders characters deepens our appreciation of the novel’s themes and



characters. It invites us to consider what we value in ourselves and others, and how understanding
different perspectives can foster compassion and growth. Whether it’s Ponyboy’s hopeful innocence,
Johnny’s tragic vulnerability, Dally’s hardened resilience, or Darry’s sacrifices, each character holds
keys to understanding complex societal issues and personal struggles.

In essence, the act of asking—whether two questions or many—serves as a bridge between fiction
and reality, compelling us to explore our own beliefs and the world around us. It’s a testament to the
enduring power of literature: not just to entertain, but to enlighten.

Conclusion

Choosing to ask two questions to a character from The Outsiders is more than a hypothetical
exercise; it’s a way to engage deeply with themes of empathy, growth, and societal critique.
Ponyboy’s reflective nature makes him an ideal candidate for such an inquiry, providing insights into
innocence, societal influence, and hope for change. Through thoughtful questions, we can better
understand not only the characters but also ourselves, fostering a richer appreciation of literature’s
role in human connection and understanding.

If You Could Ask One Of The Characters In The Qutsiders Two
Questions Who And What Would You Ask Why

If You Could Ask One Of The Characters In The Outsiders Two Questions Who And What Would You
Ask Why

Related Articles

e Firms With Clearly Communicated, Widely Understood And Collectively Shared Mission And
Vision Have Been

e How Does Blockchain Technology Help Organizations When Sharing Data? Data Can Be Edited
Or Removed Only

e If You Took $1,000 And Put It Into An Interest-bearing Savings Account Compounding
Quarterly At 3%, How

Back to Home


https://sip.evo9x.com/ma30/if-you-could-ask-one-of-the-characters-in-the-outsiders-two-questions-who-and-what-would-you-ask-why.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma30/if-you-could-ask-one-of-the-characters-in-the-outsiders-two-questions-who-and-what-would-you-ask-why.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma30/firms-with-clearly-communicated-widely-understood-and-collectively-shared-mission-and-vision-have-been.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma30/firms-with-clearly-communicated-widely-understood-and-collectively-shared-mission-and-vision-have-been.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma30/how-does-blockchain-technology-help-organizations-when-sharing-data-data-can-be-edited-or-removed-only.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma30/how-does-blockchain-technology-help-organizations-when-sharing-data-data-can-be-edited-or-removed-only.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma30/if-you-took-1-000-and-put-it-into-an-interest-bearing-savings-account-compounding-quarterly-at-3-how.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com/ma30/if-you-took-1-000-and-put-it-into-an-interest-bearing-savings-account-compounding-quarterly-at-3-how.pdf
https://sip.evo9x.com

