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The contested presidential election of 1876 remains one of the most complex and controversial
episodes in American political history. Rutherford B. Hayes emerged as the Republican candidate
amid a fiercely disputed election outcome that saw both sides claiming victory. To resolve the crisis
and facilitate Hayes’s assumption of the presidency, a political compromise known as the
Compromise of 1877 was brokered. Central to this agreement was the acceptance of Hayes as
president by Southern Democrats, but this acceptance was contingent upon a series of concessions
aimed at appeasing the South and restoring their political influence after the tumultuous
Reconstruction era. This article explores the specific demands Southern Democrats made to accept
Hayes, emphasizing what concessions they required and clarifying which demands were not part of
their negotiations.

The Context of the 1876 Election and the Role of
Southern Democrats

The Political Climate Post-Reconstruction
Following the Civil War, the Southern states underwent a tumultuous period of Reconstruction,
which aimed to rebuild the South and secure civil rights for newly freed African Americans.
However, by the mid-1870s, many Southern Democrats sought to reclaim control and restore white
supremacy, often resisting federal efforts to protect the rights of African Americans. The 1876
election intensified these tensions, as disputes over electoral votes and voting legitimacy resulted in
a deadlock.

The Disputed Election and the Electoral Crisis
The presidential race between Rutherford B. Hayes (Republican) and Samuel J. Tilden (Democrat)
was marred by allegations of electoral fraud and intimidation, especially in Southern states.
Ultimately, the electoral votes from several states were contested, leading Congress to establish a
special commission to determine the outcome. The commission’s decision favored Hayes, but it
sparked fierce opposition from Southern Democrats who viewed the process as illegitimate and a
betrayal of Southern interests.



The Compromise of 1877: An Informal Deal

Overview of the Negotiations
In a bid to resolve the crisis peacefully and avoid potential violence, political leaders from both
parties engaged in behind-the-scenes negotiations. The resulting agreement, known as the
Compromise of 1877, involved concessions from both sides. The key element was that Southern
Democrats would accept Hayes as president in exchange for certain political and economic
promises.

The Main Concessions Sought by Southern Democrats
Southern Democrats demanded a series of concessions to solidify their political power and reverse
some of the Reconstruction policies they opposed. These concessions included:

Withdrawal of Federal Troops from the South

Recognition of Democratic Control over Southern State Governments

Protection of White Supremacy and Racial Hierarchy

Appointment of Southerners to Federal Positions

Financial Support for Southern Infrastructure and Economy

Each of these points played a role in persuading Southern Democrats to accept Hayes’s presidency,
effectively marking the end of Reconstruction.

Concessions Made by Southern Democrats to Accept
Hayes

Withdrawal of Federal Troops from the South
One of the central demands was the removal of federal troops stationed in Southern states. During
Reconstruction, Union soldiers were deployed to enforce civil rights laws and maintain order.
Southern Democrats viewed these troops as symbols of Northern dominance and interference in
local affairs. The compromise stipulated that these troops would be withdrawn, effectively ending
military enforcement of Reconstruction policies.



Recognition of Democratic Control over State Governments
Southern Democrats wanted the federal government to recognize and respect their control over
local and state governments. This meant the end of Republican-led governments and the re-
establishment of Democratic dominance, often accompanied by measures suppressing African
American voting rights and political participation.

Protection of White Supremacy and Racial Hierarchy
A key demand was the preservation of the racial hierarchy that had been challenged during
Reconstruction. Southern Democrats sought assurances that federal authorities would not interfere
with discriminatory practices such as literacy tests, poll taxes, and violence aimed at
disenfranchising African Americans and suppressing their political influence.

Appointment of Southerners to Federal Positions
To secure Southern support, Democrats insisted on the appointment of Southerners to key federal
government roles. This helped ensure Southern interests were represented in national policymaking
and reinforced regional political influence.

Financial Support for Southern Infrastructure and Economy
Recognizing the economic devastation in the South, Democrats sought federal assistance in
rebuilding infrastructure, encouraging investment, and promoting economic recovery. They believed
that economic stability would benefit Southern communities and help restore their political and
social order.

What Concessions Were Not Part of the Negotiations?

While many concessions were made to secure Southern Democrats’ support for Hayes’s presidency,
some demands were notably absent from the negotiations.

Guarantees of Civil Rights for African Americans
Contrary to the progressive ideals of equality, the compromise did not include any guarantees for
the civil rights of African Americans. In fact, the agreement effectively signaled the abandonment of
federal enforcement of civil rights protections. The end of federal military intervention allowed
Southern states to implement Jim Crow laws and disenfranchise Black voters without federal
interference, reversing many gains made during Reconstruction.

Implementation of Fair Voting Rights Legislation
The negotiations did not include provisions to protect or expand voting rights for African Americans
or other marginalized groups. Instead, the focus was on restoring white Democratic dominance,



often through discriminatory voting practices.

Reconstruction Policies or Federal Oversight
The deal did not involve the continuation or strengthening of Reconstruction policies aimed at
integrating freed slaves into political and social life. No measures were taken to safeguard civil
liberties or promote racial equality at the federal level.

Federal Intervention in Racial Discrimination
Southern Democrats did not demand or receive assurances that the federal government would
intervene in cases of racial discrimination or violence. The compromise prioritized political stability
over racial justice.

Conclusion

The Compromise of 1877 was a pivotal moment in American history, marking the end of the
Reconstruction era and the beginning of the Jim Crow South. To accept Rutherford B. Hayes as
president, Southern Democrats demanded and received several concessions focused on restoring
white Democratic control, ending federal military oversight, and promoting regional economic
recovery. Notably, they did not secure guarantees of civil rights or protections for African
Americans. The omission of such guarantees underscored the political priorities of the era and set
the stage for decades of racial segregation and disenfranchisement. Understanding what
concessions were and were not part of this political deal reveals the complex interplay of regional
interests, racial politics, and national stability in late 19th-century America.

Frequently Asked Questions

What concessions did Southern Democrats require to accept
Hayes as President?
Southern Democrats demanded the withdrawal of federal troops from the South, the appointment of
Southerners to federal positions, and policies favoring white supremacy before accepting Hayes as
President.

Which concession was NOT required by Southern Democrats
to accept Hayes as President?
They did not require the abolition of all Reconstruction laws, as their main focus was on ending
military intervention and maintaining white dominance.



Did Southern Democrats insist on any economic concessions
in exchange for supporting Hayes?
No, their primary concerns were political and social, such as ending Reconstruction, rather than
economic concessions.

Was the protection of civil rights for African Americans a
concession demanded by Southern Democrats before
accepting Hayes?
No, Southern Democrats generally opposed civil rights protections for African Americans and did
not include this as a concession.

Did Southern Democrats require Hayes to appoint certain
individuals to federal positions?
Yes, they demanded the appointment of Southerners to federal offices as part of the compromise.

Was there a demand for the maintenance of racial segregation
laws in the concessions?
Yes, Southern Democrats wanted the federal government to respect and uphold segregationist
policies.

Did Southern Democrats require a specific economic policy as
part of their concessions?
No, economic policies were not the main focus; their concessions centered around political and
social control.

Was the withdrawal of federal troops from the South part of
the concessions for Hayes's presidency?
Yes, the removal of federal troops was a key concession demanded by Southern Democrats.

Did Southern Democrats require Hayes to recognize their
control over local governments?
Yes, they wanted federal acknowledgment of their dominance over Southern states' political affairs.
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The contested presidential election of 1876 remains one of the most contentious and complex
political episodes in American history. As the nation grappled with the aftermath of the Civil War
and the tumultuous Reconstruction era, the disputed election between Rutherford B. Hayes and
Samuel J. Tilden culminated in a tense political stalemate. Central to resolving this crisis was the so-
called Compromise of 1877, a behind-the-scenes agreement that ultimately determined the
presidency but also reshaped the political landscape of the South and the nation at large. Crucial to
this compromise was the acceptance of Hayes’s victory by Southern Democrats, who, in return,
demanded a series of concessions. This article explores the specific demands Southern Democrats
made to accept Hayes as president, the political context of the era, and the concessions that were
and were not part of the agreement.

---

The Political Context of 1876: A Nation Divided

To understand the concessions Southern Democrats demanded, it’s essential to grasp the political
climate of the late 19th century. The Civil War, fought from 1861 to 1865, left the country deeply
divided. The Reconstruction era that followed aimed to reintegrate Southern states into the Union
and establish civil rights for formerly enslaved people. However, by the mid-1870s, Reconstruction
was waning, and Southern states had begun to reassert control through discriminatory laws and
practices.

The 1876 election was fiercely contested. Samuel Tilden, the Democratic candidate, appeared to
have won the popular vote and was declared the winner in several states. However, disputed
electoral votes from several Southern states created an electoral deadlock. As a result, Congress
established an Electoral Commission to resolve the dispute. The outcome was a narrow victory for
Rutherford B. Hayes, the Republican candidate, but it was contingent upon political negotiations
that would satisfy both parties.

---

The Compromise of 1877: A Political Deal

The resolution known as the Compromise of 1877 was not a formal written document but rather an
unwritten understanding among key political actors. In essence, it involved Democrats conceding
the presidency to Hayes in exchange for specific political and economic concessions. This deal
marked a turning point, effectively ending Reconstruction and ushering in a period of "Redemption"
for Southern whites, characterized by the rollback of civil rights advances for Black Americans.

Southern Democrats’ acceptance of Hayes’s presidency was conditional. They demanded assurances
that their political influence would be restored and that federal intervention in the South would
cease. To secure Hayes’s victory—and thereby stabilize the nation—they laid out a series of
concessions. These demands, however, did not include every possible benefit or policy item; some
were specific to the political and economic interests of Southern Democrats.

---

Key Concessions Demanded by Southern Democrats

1. The Removal of Federal Troops from the South



One of the most significant demands was the withdrawal of remaining federal troops from Southern
states. During Reconstruction, military forces maintained order and enforced civil rights laws in the
South. In the compromise, Southern Democrats insisted that the federal government end military
occupation, which effectively allowed Southern states to reassert local control and suppress Black
civil rights with less federal interference.

2. Appointment of Southerners to Federal Positions

Southern Democrats sought to ensure regional influence in federal appointments. They demanded
the placement of Southerners in key federal offices and postmasterships. This concession aimed to
restore regional political power and curb Northern dominance in federal appointments, which had
often been used to enforce Reconstruction policies.

3. Federal Funds for Internal Improvements in the South

To bolster economic development and gain regional support, Southern Democrats pressed for
federal investment in internal improvements—such as roads, railroads, and bridges—in the South.
These investments aimed to stimulate economic growth, improve transportation infrastructure, and
integrate Southern economies more fully into the national system.

4. Recognition and Preservation of White Supremacy

Although not always formally articulated as a demand, the Southern Democrats’ broader goal was to
restore the political dominance of white elites and suppress Black political participation. While the
compromise did not explicitly include clauses on voting rights, its outcome effectively permitted the
implementation of discriminatory laws, such as poll taxes and literacy tests, which disenfranchised
Black voters.

5. Federal Support for Southern Interests

Southern Democrats also sought assurances that federal policies would favor Southern economic
and political interests. This included opposition to Northern-led initiatives perceived as punitive or
intrusive and a focus on policies that supported agriculture, especially cotton production, and
Southern industries.

---

What the Concessions Did Not Include

While the Southern Democrats secured several key concessions, some demands were notably absent
from the negotiated deal, either because they were politically unattainable or because they
conflicted with broader national interests.

1. Enshrined Civil Rights Protections for Black Americans

The compromise did not include guarantees for civil rights or protections for Black citizens. In fact,
the end of federal oversight and troops opened the door for the institutionalized racism that would
persist for decades, including the rise of Jim Crow laws.

2. Federal Enforcement of Voting Rights



Contrary to what some might assume, the compromise did not involve federal enforcement of voting
rights for Black Americans. Instead, it implicitly permitted states to implement discriminatory voting
laws without federal interference.

3. Economic Policies Favorable to All Regions

The deal did not mandate broader economic reforms beyond regional investments requested by
Southern Democrats. Many Northern and Western interests felt excluded from the negotiations,
leading to a political landscape where regional priorities often took precedence over national
economic policy.

---

The Impact of the Concessions on American Politics

The concessions demanded and granted during the 1877 compromise had profound and lasting
effects. The withdrawal of federal troops marked the end of Reconstruction, leading to the
"Redemption" of Southern states by white Democratic elites. This shift resulted in the
disenfranchisement of Black voters, the institutionalization of segregation, and the suppression of
civil rights for decades.

Furthermore, the compromise set a precedent for political negotiations that prioritized regional
interests over national principles. It demonstrated that electoral disputes could be resolved through
backroom deals, often at the expense of marginalized groups’ rights.

---

Conclusion: The Unspoken and the Unfulfilled

In summary, Southern Democrats required and received several concessions to accept Rutherford B.
Hayes as president in 1877. These included the withdrawal of federal troops from the South,
regional appointments, investments in infrastructure, and the preservation of white supremacy.
However, the deal did not include explicit protections for Black civil rights, enforcement of voting
rights, or broad economic reforms that might have benefited the entire nation.

The 1876-1877 compromise exemplifies how political expediency often overshadowed principles of
justice and equality. It underscores the complex interplay between regional interests, race relations,
and federal authority—a legacy that continues to influence American politics today. Understanding
these concessions helps illuminate the historical foundations of racial and political divisions that
persisted well into the 20th century and beyond.
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