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Error With Subject-verb Agreement,
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Look At The Text Below. If There Is An Error With Subject-verb Agreement,
Select The Incorrect Verb And is a critical instruction for writers, editors,
students, and language learners aiming to ensure grammatical accuracy in
their writing. Subject-verb agreement is a fundamental aspect of English
grammar, playing a vital role in maintaining clarity, coherence, and
professionalism in written communication. This comprehensive guide explores
the importance of subject-verb agreement, common errors, how to identify
incorrect verbs, and strategies for correction, all structured to enhance
your understanding and application of proper grammar.

Understanding Subject-Verb Agreement

What Is Subject-Verb Agreement?

Subject-verb agreement refers to the grammatical rule that the subject of a
sentence must agree with its verb in number and person. Essentially, singular
subjects take singular verbs, while plural subjects take plural verbs. Proper
agreement ensures that sentences are grammatically correct and easily
understandable.

Examples:
- Singular: The dog barks loudly.
- Plural: The dogs bark loudly.

Why Is Subject-Verb Agreement Important?

Correct subject-verb agreement:

- Ensures clarity and precision in communication.

- Reflects grammatical competence and professionalism.
- Prevents confusion or misinterpretation of sentences.
- Enhances the overall readability of your writing.

Common Subject-Verb Agreement Errors

Despite its importance, subject-verb agreement is often a source of errors,
especially in complex sentences. Here are some common mistakes:



1. Confusing Singular and Plural Subjects

- Using a singular verb with a plural subject or vice versa.

Incorrect: The list of items are on the table.
Correct: The list of items is on the table.

2. Collective Nouns

- Depending on context, collective nouns can be singular or plural.

Incorrect: The team are playing well.
Correct: The team is playing well. (if considered as a single entity)

3. Indefinite Pronouns

- Some indefinite pronouns are singular, others plural.

Incorrect: Everyone have finished their homework.
Correct: Everyone has finished their homework.

4. Compound Subjects

- When two subjects are joined by 'and,' they usually require a plural verb.

Incorrect: My brother and sister is coming over.
Correct: My brother and sister are coming over.

5. Subjects Separated from Verbs

- When the subject is separated from the verb by phrases or clauses, errors
often occur.

Incorrect: The keys to the cabinet was missing.
Correct: The keys to the cabinet were missing.

How to Identify the Incorrect Verb in a
Sentence

In the instruction, the phrase "If there is an error with subject-verb
agreement, select the incorrect verb" emphasizes the importance of
pinpointing the verb that does not agree with its subject.



Step-by-Step Process:

1. Identify the Subject: Find the main noun or pronoun that the sentence is
about.

2. Determine the Number and Person of the Subject: Is it singular or plural?
First, second, or third person?

3. Locate the Verb: Find the main action or linking verb associated with the
subject.

4. Check for Agreement: Does the verb match the number and person of the
subject?

5. Identify the Error: If the verb does not match the subject, it is the
incorrect verb.

Example:

- Sentence: The 1list of items are on the table.
- Subject: The list of items (singular)

- Verb: are

- Correct Verb: is

- Incorrect Verb: are

Common Indicators of Disagreement

- Verb ending inconsistencies (e.g., 'has' vs. 'have')
- Mismatch between subject and verb in number or person
- Confusing collective nouns or indefinite pronouns

Strategies for Correcting Subject-Verb
Agreement Errors

Ensuring grammatical accuracy involves not only identifying errors but also
knowing how to correct them effectively.

1. Simplify the Sentence

Break complex sentences into simpler parts to analyze the subject and verb
more clearly.

2. Use Grammar Rules as a Checklist

Familiarize yourself with key rules:

- Singular subjects take singular verbs.

- Plural subjects take plural verbs.

- Indefinite pronouns like 'everyone,' 'each,' 'anyone' are singular.
- Compound subjects joined by 'and' are usually plural.

- Subjects separated from verbs require careful analysis.



3. Pay Attention to Collective Nouns

Decide whether the noun is acting as a single entity or as individuals:
- Singular: The team is winning.
- Plural: The team are arguing among themselves.

4. Watch Out for Indefinite Pronouns

Remember which pronouns are singular or plural:
- Singular: everybody, someone, nobody, each, either, neither
- Plural: few, many, several

5. Use Subject-Verb Agreement Charts

Create or consult charts that list subjects alongside their correct verbs to
serve as quick references.

Tools and Resources for Mastering Subject-Verb
Agreement

Leveraging tools and resources can improve your grasp of subject-verb
agreement:

1. Grammar Checkers

- Use digital grammar tools like Grammarly, Hemingway Editor, or
ProWritingAid to identify errors.

2. Educational Websites and Tutorials

- Websites like Purdue OWL, Grammarly Blog, or Khan Academy provide detailed
lessons and exercises.

3. Practice Exercises

- Engage in quizzes and worksheets focused on subject-verb agreement to
reinforce learning.

4. Language Apps

- Apps like Duolingo, Babbel, or Lingokids include grammar modules that
reinforce agreement rules.



Conclusion: Ensuring Correct Subject-Verb
Agreement in Your Writing

Mastering subject-verb agreement is essential for clear, professional, and
grammatically correct writing. By understanding the fundamental rules,
recognizing common errors, and employing effective strategies to identify and
correct incorrect verbs, writers can significantly improve their language
skills. Remember, the key is to systematically analyze each sentence:
identify the subject, determine its number and person, locate the verb, and
verify agreement. With consistent practice and utilization of available
resources, you can confidently produce error-free sentences, enhancing both
your writing quality and communication effectiveness.

Additional Tips for Writers and Editors

- Always proofread your work multiple times.

- Read sentences aloud to catch agreement errors.

- Seek feedback from peers or language instructors.

- Keep a reference guide or grammar handbook handy.

- Stay updated with grammar rules as language evolves.

By integrating these practices into your writing routine, you will develop a
keen eye for subject-verb agreement mistakes and cultivate strong grammatical
habits that elevate your overall language proficiency.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of the instructions in the
text?

The main focus is to identify errors in subject-verb agreement and select the
incorrect verb.

Why is it important to check subject-verb agreement

in sentences?
Correct subject-verb agreement ensures clarity and grammatical correctness in

writing.

What should you do if you find an error with
subject-verb agreement?

You should select the incorrect verb that does not agree with its subject.



How can practicing subject-verb agreement improve
your writing skills?

It helps you write clearer, more grammatically correct sentences, enhancing
overall communication.

What are common signs of subject-verb agreement
errors?

Mismatch between the subject and the verb, especially with singular and
plural forms, indicates an error.

Is the instruction in the text meant for self-study
or classroom activity?

It appears to be designed for self-study or practice exercises to improve
grammar skills.

Additional Resources

Look At The Text Below. If There Is An Error With Subject-verb Agreement,
Select The Incorrect Verb And is a phrase that immediately draws attention to
the importance of grammatical accuracy, especially in written language. This
instruction is often encountered in educational settings, particularly in
grammar exercises aimed at improving students’ understanding of subject-verb
agreement rules. In this detailed review, we will explore the significance of
subject-verb agreement, analyze common errors associated with it, and provide
insights into how to identify and correct such mistakes effectively. Whether
you are a student, teacher, or language enthusiast, understanding the nuances
of subject-verb agreement is crucial for crafting clear, grammatically
correct sentences.

Understanding Subject-verb Agreement

Definition and Importance

Subject-verb agreement refers to the grammatical rule that the subject of a
sentence must agree with its verb in number and person. This means that
singular subjects take singular verbs, and plural subjects take plural verbs.
Proper agreement ensures clarity and coherence in writing, making sentences
easier to understand.

For example:



- Correct: The dog barks loudly.
- Incorrect: The dog bark loudly.

Missteps in subject-verb agreement can lead to confusion and can undermine
the credibility of the writer. Therefore, mastering this rule is fundamental
to effective communication.

Common Rules and Exceptions

While the basic rule is straightforward, English has several exceptions and
tricky cases:

- When the subject is composed of two or more nouns joined by "and," the verb
is usually plural.

Example: The cat and the dog are playing outside.

- When the subject is singular and refers to a collective noun (e.g., team,
group, jury), the verb can be singular or plural depending on whether the
noun is viewed as a unit or as individual members.

Example (singular): The team wins every match.
Example (plural): The team are arguing among themselves.

- Indefinite pronouns such as everyone, someone, each, either, and neither
are generally singular and take singular verbs.

Example: Everyone is invited to the party.

Knowing these rules helps in identifying potential errors in sentences and
correcting them efficiently.

Common Errors in Subject-verb Agreement

Identifying Incorrect Verbs in Sentences

Errors often occur when the subject and verb do not agree in number. Common
mistakes include:

- Using a singular verb with a plural subject.

- Using a plural verb with a singular subject.

- Confusing complex sentences where the subject is separated from the verb.

For example:
- Incorrect: The list of items are on the table.
- Correction: The list of items is on the table.



- Incorrect: The students was excited about the trip.
- Correction: The students were excited about the trip.

In exercises such as "Select The Incorrect Verb," learners are asked to
identify the verb that does not agree with its subject, which is an effective
way to reinforce understanding.

Common Sources of Error

- Prepositional phrases: Sometimes students forget that the verb should agree
with the subject, not with the noun in a prepositional phrase.

Example: The bouquet of flowers smells lovely. (not "smell")

- Compound subjects: When two singular nouns are joined by "or" or "nor," the
verb should agree with the noun closest to it.

Example: Neither the teacher nor the students are responsible.

- Collective nouns: Depending on context, they can take singular or plural
verbs, which can lead to mistakes.

Understanding these common pitfalls helps in pinpointing errors in sentences
and selecting the incorrect verb.

Strategies for Correcting Subject-verb
Agreement Errors

Tips for Effective Error Identification

- Find the subject first: Always identify the main subject of the sentence
before choosing the verb.

- Ignore distractors: Prepositional phrases and modifiers do not affect the
agreement.

- Check for compound subjects: Determine if the subject is singular or
plural.

- Be cautious with indefinite pronouns: Recognize that most are singular, but
some like "few" or "both" are plural.

Practical Approaches to Fix Errors

- Singular or plural? Ask yourself whether the subject is singular or plural;
then select the matching verb.



- Simplify complex sentences: Break down long sentences to identify the core
subject.

- Use grammar tools: Utilize grammar checking tools or exercises to practice
identifying errors.

Applying these strategies consistently improves grammatical accuracy and
helps in avoiding subject-verb agreement mistakes.

Features and Benefits of Focused Grammar
Exercises

Features

- Interactive exercises: Tasks like "Select The Incorrect Verb" promote
active learning.

- Immediate feedback: Learners can quickly see errors and understand
corrections.

- Variety of sentence structures: Exercises include simple, compound, and
complex sentences.

- Progress tracking: Many platforms allow users to monitor improvement over
time.

Pros and Cons

Pros:

- Enhances understanding of grammatical rules.
- Improves editing skills.

- Builds confidence in writing and editing.

- Suitable for learners at various levels.

Cons:

- Can be repetitive if not varied.

- May require supplementary explanations for full comprehension.
- Some learners might find multiple-choice formats limiting.

Overall, these exercises are valuable tools for mastering subject-verb
agreement, especially when combined with thorough explanations and practice.



Conclusion and Final Recommendations

The phrase "Look At The Text Below. If There Is An Error With Subject-verb
Agreement, Select The Incorrect Verb And" emphasizes the importance of
careful proofreading and editing in language learning. By understanding the
rules of subject-verb agreement, recognizing common errors, and applying
effective correction strategies, learners can significantly improve their
grammatical accuracy. Educational resources, such as targeted exercises and
interactive activities, play a vital role in reinforcing these concepts.

For optimal learning:

- Regularly practice identifying errors in varied sentence structures.

- Review rules and exceptions frequently.

- Use grammar checking tools to supplement manual editing.

- Seek feedback from teachers or language experts to deepen understanding.

In conclusion, mastery of subject-verb agreement is essential for clear and
professional writing. Exercising these skills through exercises that involve
selecting incorrect verbs not only sharpens grammatical awareness but also
enhances overall language proficiency. By dedicating time to understanding
common pitfalls and applying strategic correction methods, learners can
elevate their writing quality, ensuring their sentences are both
grammatically correct and effectively communicated.
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