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When discussing past events, especially in reported speech, choosing the
correct tense is essential for clarity and grammatical accuracy. The sentence
"Mike said that he ............ new bike the previous week" can be completed
with different options: has bought, have bought, had bought, or bought.
Understanding when to use each form helps in conveying the right time frame
and subject agreement. In this article, we will explore these options in
depth, focusing on the correct choice for this specific context, and provide
comprehensive guidance to improve your English grammar skills.

Understanding Past Tense Forms in Reported
Speech

Before delving into the options, it's important to grasp the basics of tense
shifts in reported speech. When transforming direct speech into indirect
(reported) speech, the tense usually shifts back in time. For example:

— Present perfect ("has bought") often becomes past perfect ("had bought")

- Past simple ("bought") remains past simple

— Present perfect ("have bought") can be understood similarly to "has bought"
but depends on the subject and context

Let's examine each option in detail.

Option 1: Has Bought

Usage and Explanation

"Has bought" is present perfect tense used with third person singular
subjects (he, she, it). It indicates an action that has been completed
recently or that has relevance to the present moment.

In the Context of Reported Speech

When converting direct speech to indirect speech, "has bought" typically
shifts to "had bought" to reflect the past perspective. Using "has bought" in
the reported clause can be grammatically incorrect unless the reporting verb
is in the present tense and the action is still relevant now.



Example:

— Direct speech: Mike says, "I have bought a new bike."
— Reported speech: Mike said that he had bought a new bike.

Conclusion:
Using "has bought" in the reported clause would be grammatically inconsistent
because the original statement refers to a completed action in the past.

Option 2: Have Bought

Usage and Explanation

"Have bought" is the present perfect tense used with plural subjects or "I"
and "you." Similar to "has bought," it indicates a recent or relevant past
action.

In the Context of Reported Speech

Like "has bought," "have bought" generally shifts to "had bought" in indirect
speech for third person singular subjects, especially when the reporting verb
is in the past tense.

Example:

— Direct speech: They say, "We have bought a new car."
— Reported speech: They said that they had bought a new car.

Conclusion:
Using "have bought" in the sentence about Mike (who is third person singular)
would be grammatically incorrect in the past tense context.

Option 3: Had Bought

Usage and Explanation

"Had bought" is the past perfect tense, used to describe an action completed
before another past action or point in time.

Correct Choice in the Sentence

In the sentence "Mike said that he ............ new bike the previous week,"
the past perfect "had bought" correctly indicates that Mike's purchase
happened before the time of speaking or reporting.

Example:



— Direct speech: Mike said, "I bought a new bike last week."
— Reported speech: Mike said that he had bought a new bike the previous week.

Conclusion:
"Had bought" is the appropriate choice here because it correctly places the
action in the past relative to the reporting moment.

Option 4: Bought

Usage and Explanation

"Bought" is the simple past tense. It is used to describe completed actions
in the past.

In the Context of Reported Speech

When reporting speech in the past, the simple past "bought" often remains
unchanged if the reporting verb is also in the past. However, in the sentence
"Mike said that he ............ new bike the previous week," the more
grammatically correct choice is "had bought" because it emphasizes the action
was completed prior to the reporting moment.

Example:

— Direct speech: Mike said, "I bought a new bike last week."
— Reported speech: Mike said that he had bought a new bike the previous week.

Conclusion:

While "bought" can sometimes be acceptable, the more precise and
grammatically correct option in this context is "had bought."

Best Choice for the Sentence: "Mike Said That
He ............ New Bike The Previous Week."

Based on the detailed analysis, the best fit is:

"had bought"

This is because:

— The original event occurred in the past ("the previous week").

— When reporting past events, the past perfect tense "had bought" correctly
indicates that the purchase was completed before the moment of reporting.

- It maintains grammatical consistency and clarity in the sequence of past

events.

Complete Corrected Sentence:



Mike said that he had bought a new bike the previous week.

Additional Tips for Using Tenses in Reported
Speech

1. Tense Shifts

Always remember that when converting direct speech to indirect speech, tense
shifts are common:

| Direct Speech | Reported Speech |

|- |- |

| Present Simple (e.g., "buy") | Past Simple ("bought") |

| Present Perfect ("has bought") | Past Perfect ("had bought") |
| Past Simple ("bought") | Past Simple ("bought") |

2. Time Expressions

Adjust time expressions accordingly:

| Original | Adjusted in Reported Speech |

| = I |

today | that day |

yesterday | the day before / the previous day |
last week | the previous week |

next year | the following year |

3. Subject-Verb Agreement

Ensure that the subject and verb agreement is correct, especially with third
person singular subjects like "he," "she," or "it."

Summary and Conclusion

Choosing the correct tense in reported speech is essential for conveying the
accurate sequence of past events. In the sentence "Mike said that he
............ new bike the previous week," the appropriate option among the
ones provided is "had bought." This choice correctly reflects that Mike's
purchase was completed prior to the reporting moment, aligning with standard
grammatical rules.

To summarize:
- "Has bought" is present perfect and not suitable in reported speech

referring to past events.
- "Have bought" is also present perfect, primarily used with "I" or "you,"



and not correct here.

— "Had bought" is past perfect and the most accurate choice for this context.
— "Bought" is simple past; while acceptable, the more precise tense is "had
bought" in this case.

Understanding these nuances enhances your mastery of English grammar and
improves your ability to communicate past events accurately. Whether you're
writing essays, reports, or engaging in everyday conversations, knowing when
and how to use these tenses will make your language clear and professional.

Remember: When in doubt, consider the timeline of events and the tense shifts
involved in reported speech. Using "had bought" in this context ensures your
sentences are grammatically correct and logically consistent.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which option correctly completes the sentence: 'Mike
said that he ............ new bike the previous
week'?

Has bought

Why is 'has bought' the appropriate choice in the
sentence about Mike's new bike?

Because the sentence reports a recent action that is relevant to the present,
and 'has bought' is the correct present perfect tense used in indirect
speech.

Can 'have bought' be used in this sentence? Why or
why not?

No, 'have bought' is incorrect here because it does not agree with the past
time reference 'the previous week'; the correct form is 'has bought'.

What is the difference between 'has bought' and 'had
bought' in reported speech?

'Has bought' is present perfect, used for recent actions, while 'had bought'
is past perfect, used for actions completed before another past event. In
this context, 'has bought' is correct because the action happened last week
and is relevant now.

Could the sentence be correctly written as: 'Mike
said that he had bought a new bike the previous
week'? Why?

Yes, this is correct when reporting a past action completed before another
past event, but in the given context, 'has bought' is more appropriate if



emphasizing relevance to the present.

What grammatical tense is used in the correct answer
'has bought'?

Present perfect tense.

Additional Resources

Understanding the Correct Tense in Reported Speech: Analyzing "Mike Said That
He ...t New Bike The Previous Week"

When it comes to mastering English grammar, especially in constructing
reported speech, choosing the correct tense is crucial for clarity and
accuracy. The sentence in question—"Mike said that he ............ new bike
the previous week"—serves as an excellent example to explore how tense
changes operate in reported speech, particularly when dealing with past
events.

In this article, we will examine the four options provided—has bought, have
bought, had bought, and bought—and analyze which one best fits the context of
the sentence. We will also delve into the rules governing tense shifts in
reported speech, common pitfalls, and best practices for constructing
accurate, natural-sounding statements.

Understanding the Context and the Options

Before selecting the correct option, it's essential to grasp the context of
the sentence. The phrase "the previous week" indicates that the action took
place in the past, specifically one week before the moment of reporting. The
verb choice must reflect this timing accurately.

Let's examine each option:
1. Has Bought

- Example: Mike said that he has bought a new bike.

— Tense Explanation: Present perfect tense, used for actions that have
relevance to the present or recent past.

— Suitability: Less appropriate here because the original action is
explicitly placed in the past (the previous week), and the present perfect is
generally used for recent past actions that affect the present. Using it with
a past time reference like "the previous week" can cause confusion or be
grammatically awkward.

2. Have Bought

- Example: Mike said that he have bought a new bike.

- Tense Explanation: Present perfect tense, first person singular/plural.
However, "have" is used with "I," "we," "you," "they," and with plural nouns.
— Suitability: Not suitable here because "he" is third person singular, which
requires "has" instead of "have." Additionally, this tense shares the same



issues as "has bought"™ in this context.
3. Had Bought

- Example: Mike said that he had bought a new bike.

- Tense Explanation: Past perfect tense, used to describe an action completed
before another past point.

— Suitability: The most appropriate choice. Since the original statement
involves a past action (buying the bike) that occurred before the reporting
moment, switching to past perfect ("had bought") accurately reflects this
sequence.

4. Bought

Example: Mike said that he bought a new bike.

— Tense Explanation: Simple past tense.

Suitability: Also acceptable. When reporting speech, the simple past tense
can be used if the time reference is clear and the action is recent or
directly linked to the past. However, when the time reference (the previous
week) 1is explicit, using the past perfect ("had bought") can often be more
precise, especially if the sentence is part of a longer narrative.

Rules for Tense Changes in Reported Speech

Understanding how to shift tenses in reported speech is fundamental. The
general rule is:

— When reporting speech about a past event, shift the tense one step back
from the original tense.

Examples:

| Original Direct Speech | Reported Speech | Explanation |
| === ey | === |

| "I am happy." | She said that she was happy. | Present to past |

| "He has finished." | She said that he had finished. | Present perfect to
past perfect |

| "They bought a car." | He said that they had bought a car. | Past simple to

past perfect |
Special Considerations:

— If the reporting verb (e.g., "said") is in the past tense, you generally
shift the tense back.

— If the original statement refers to a universal truth or a fact, tense
shifts may not be necessary.

— When the time reference is explicit (e.g., "the previous week"), it's often
better to use the past perfect tense to clarify that the action occurred
before the moment of speech.



Applying the Rules to the Sentence

Given the context ("the previous week") and the rules above, the most
accurate tense to use in reported speech is the past perfect ("had bought").
This tense clearly indicates that the action was completed before the
reporting moment, aligning with the time reference.

Correct sentence:

> Mike said that he had bought a new bike the previous week.

This construction maintains clarity, respects grammatical conventions, and
accurately reflects the timeline of events.

Additional Considerations and Common Pitfalls

1. Overusing Present Perfect in Past Contexts
Sometimes learners mistakenly use present perfect ("has bought") in past
contexts, especially when the time reference is specific, leading to awkward

sentences.

Incorrect:
Mike said that he has bought a new bike last week.

Corrected:
Mike said that he had bought a new bike last week.

2. Omitting the Tense Shift

Using the same tense as the original direct speech without considering the
context can lead to confusion.

Example:

> Direct: "I bought a new bike last week."

> Reported (incorrect if kept in present tense): He said that he bought a new
bike last week. (acceptable but less precise)

> Better: He said that he had bought a new bike last week.

3. Using Simple Past vs. Past Perfect

While both can sometimes be correct, the past perfect ("had bought") is
better when emphasizing that the action occurred before the reporting time,
especially with explicit past time markers like "the previous week."



Summary of Best Practices

— Use past perfect ("had bought") when reporting past actions that occurred
before another past reference point.
— Use simple past ("bought") if the context is recent or the time frame is

implied and clear.

- Always consider the explicit time reference—if it indicates a point in the
past (like "the previous week"), past perfect is generally preferred.

— Be mindful of subject-verb agreement, especially with third person singular
("he" -> "has" wvs. "have").

Final Recommendation

Considering all the above, the most accurate and grammatically correct choice
for completing the sentence:

> "Mike said that he ............ new bike the previous week."
is:
3. Had Bought

Full sentence:
Mike said that he had bought a new bike the previous week.

This version correctly indicates that the action (buying the bike) was
completed before the moment of reporting, aligning with standard rules of
tense shifting in indirect speech.

Conclusion

Mastering the nuances of tense in reported speech enhances clarity and
ensures effective communication. In this particular case, choosing "had
bought" not only aligns with grammatical conventions but also accurately
reflects the chronological sequence of events. Whether writing formal
reports, engaging in conversation, or crafting narratives, understanding
these tense shifts empowers speakers and writers to convey time relationships
precisely and naturally.

Remember, when in doubt, consider the timeline of events and the explicit
time references—these clues will guide you toward the correct tense choice,
making your English both correct and compelling.
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