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During the tumultuous years leading up to and during the American Civil War, the question of slavery's

expansion and the Union's integrity created profound divisions across the United States. Among the

states with complex loyalties and unique historical circumstances, Missouri, Kentucky, Delaware, and

other states like Maryland found themselves in a particularly nuanced position. These states permitted

slavery within their borders but chose to remain part of the Union rather than secede to join the

Confederacy. Their decisions had lasting impacts on the political landscape, social fabric, and the

outcome of the Civil War. This article explores the reasons behind their choices, the challenges they

faced, and the consequences of their allegiance to the Union despite their acceptance of slavery.

Historical Context: The Divide Between Slavery and Union

Loyalty

Understanding why Missouri, Kentucky, Delaware, and similar states remained in the Union despite

permitting slavery requires examining the broader historical context.

Slavery in the United States: A Regional Divide

Southern states primarily relied on plantation agriculture, which depended heavily on enslaved



labor.

Mid-Atlantic and border states had more diverse economies and varied attitudes toward slavery.

Some states, like Missouri and Kentucky, had mixed economies and populations, creating

complex loyalties.

The Political Landscape Before the Civil War

The Missouri Compromise (1820) was an early attempt to balance free and slave states.

Statehood decisions often involved compromises to preserve the Union while accommodating

slavery.

Leaders in border states faced the dilemma of maintaining loyalty without abolishing slavery

outright.

Missouri: A Border State Torn Between North and South

Missouri's strategic location and diverse population made it a focal point of Union and Confederate

sympathies.

Historical Background



Missouri became a slave state in 1821 as part of the Missouri Compromise.

The state's population was a mix of pro-Union and pro-Confederacy residents.

Violent clashes, such as the Missouri Guerrilla War, reflected internal divisions.

The Union’s Position in Missouri

Despite its pro-slavery stance, Missouri’s strategic importance compelled the Union to maintain1.

control.

The state’s government officially remained loyal to the Union, though guerrilla warfare persisted.2.

Union forces faced significant resistance from Confederate sympathizers within Missouri.3.

Consequences and Significance

Missouri’s loyalty allowed the Union to control vital transportation routes and resources.

The state’s divided loyalties exemplified the complex nature of border states during the war.

Post-war, Missouri faced ongoing struggles with Reconstruction and racial tensions.



Kentucky: A Key Border State with a Delicate Balance

Kentucky’s position as a border state with economic ties to both North and South made its allegiance

particularly critical.

Historical Background

Kentucky entered the Union in 1792 with slavery legal within its borders.

The state’s population was split, with many residents sympathetic to the Confederacy, yet the

government remained loyal to the Union.

Strategic waterways like the Ohio River increased Kentucky’s importance to both sides.

Union’s Strategy in Kentucky

Maintaining Kentucky’s loyalty was essential for controlling the Ohio River and northern border.1.

Union forces established military presence early on to prevent secession.2.

Political leaders worked to keep Kentucky in the Union through diplomacy and military support.3.



Impact and Legacy

Kentucky’s loyalty provided a crucial geographical advantage for the Union.

The state experienced internal conflicts and divided families but avoided the widespread

destruction seen elsewhere.

Post-war, Kentucky grappled with its Confederate sympathizers and the legacy of slavery.

Delaware: A Small Yet Significant Union State with Slavery

Though smaller and less populous, Delaware’s decision to remain in the Union while permitting slavery

had notable implications.

Historical Background

Delaware ratified the U.S. Constitution in 1787 and was a slaveholding state.

Slavery persisted legally until the 13th Amendment, but the state’s economy was less reliant on

slavery than the Deep South.

The population was divided between abolitionists and pro-slavery advocates.



Union Loyalty and Political Dynamics

The state’s leaders prioritized preserving the Union over abolishing slavery.1.

Delaware’s strategic location near Philadelphia and Baltimore made it vital for Union logistics.2.

Local Unionists worked to counteract Confederate sympathies within the state.3.

Post-War Developments

Delaware abolished slavery with the 13th Amendment, aligning with Union ideals.

The state’s economy transitioned gradually away from slavery-based agriculture.

Delaware’s Union loyalty helped shape its post-war civil rights trajectory.

Other Border States and Regions with Similar Loyalties

While Missouri, Kentucky, and Delaware are prominent examples, other states and regions also faced

similar dilemmas.

Maryland

Allowed slavery but remained in the Union, largely due to its geographic importance.



Experienced internal conflicts, including riots and guerrilla warfare.

Post-war, Maryland’s loyalty influenced its political and social development.

West Virginia

Separated from Virginia in 1863 to form a new state loyal to the Union.

Was a region with fewer slaves but strategically significant for Union military campaigns.

The Impact of These States’ Decisions

The choice of Missouri, Kentucky, Delaware, and others to stay in the Union despite permitting slavery

had profound effects on the Civil War and the nation’s future.

Strategic Advantages

Maintained vital transportation routes like the Ohio River and railroads.

Provided geographical buffers and resources for Union military campaigns.

Helped prevent the complete fragmentation of the Union at a critical juncture.



Political and Social Consequences

Illustrated the complex loyalties that transcended the slavery debate.1.

Facilitated the eventual abolition of slavery within these states through constitutional2.

amendments.

Set a precedent for balancing regional loyalties with national unity.3.

Conclusion: A Complex Legacy of Loyalty and Slavery

Missouri, Kentucky, Delaware, and other border and slave states exemplify the intricate and often

contradictory nature of American history. Their decisions to remain in the Union despite allowing

slavery reflect a combination of strategic, political, and social factors. These states’ loyalties helped

shape the outcome of the Civil War and laid the groundwork for the nation’s ongoing struggles with

race, equality, and regional identity. Understanding their unique circumstances offers valuable insights

into the complexities of American history and the enduring challenge of reconciling regional differences

with national unity.

Frequently Asked Questions

Which states remained in the Union during the Civil War despite

allowing slavery?

Missouri, Kentucky, Delaware, and Maryland remained in the Union even though they permitted

slavery.



Why did Missouri, Kentucky, and Delaware choose to stay in the Union

despite their pro-slavery stance?

These states chose to stay in the Union due to economic ties, strategic importance, and political

considerations, even though they allowed slavery.

What role did Missouri play during the Civil War as a slave-holding

border state?

Missouri was a border state with divided loyalties, experiencing internal conflict and providing troops

and resources to both Union and Confederate causes.

How did Kentucky's decision to remain in the Union impact its post-

war history?

Kentucky's Union allegiance helped it avoid the destruction seen in Confederate states, but it also

faced internal divisions and a complex Reconstruction era.

What was the significance of Delaware remaining in the Union despite

allowing slavery?

Delaware's Union loyalty helped maintain the border state's strategic position and prevented

Confederate control of the region.

How did the presence of slavery in these Union states influence their

political and social landscape during and after the Civil War?

Slavery in these states created internal tensions, impacted voting and political decisions, and

contributed to ongoing debates over civil rights after the war.



What does the phrase 'Losing' refer to in the context of these states

during the Civil War?

It likely refers to the internal conflicts, social divisions, or the struggles faced by these states in

maintaining Union loyalty while allowing slavery.

Were there any major battles or military campaigns in Missouri,

Kentucky, or Delaware during the Civil War?

Yes, significant battles such as the Battle of Westport in Missouri, the Battle of Perryville in Kentucky,

and various skirmishes in Delaware took place during the war.

How did the economic structures of Missouri, Kentucky, and Delaware

influence their decision to stay in the Union?

Their economies were heavily reliant on trade, agriculture, and industry that benefited from Union

support, motivating their loyalty despite allowing slavery.

What lessons can be learned from the states that remained in the

Union despite allowing slavery?

These states demonstrate the complex interplay of economics, geography, and politics in wartime

decisions, highlighting that loyalty can transcend social issues like slavery.

Additional Resources

Missouri, Kentucky, Delaware, and (1)___ Remained In The Union Even Though They Allowed Slavery

Throughout American history, the complex interplay between states' rights, economic interests, and

moral debates shaped the trajectory of the nation. Notably, Missouri, Kentucky, Delaware, and other



states with entrenched slavery managed to remain part of the Union during the tumultuous years

surrounding the Civil War, despite the profound moral and political conflicts over slavery. This article

delves into the nuanced histories of these states, exploring their reasons for staying loyal to the Union,

the challenges they faced, and the implications of their decisions.

---

Understanding the Context: Slavery and Union Loyalty

Before examining each state's unique circumstances, it’s important to grasp the broader context. The

American Civil War (1861-1865) was fundamentally a conflict over slavery and states' rights. While

most Southern states seceded to preserve slavery, some border states with slavery chose to remain in

the Union. Their decisions were driven by various factors, including economic ties to the North,

strategic considerations, and political compromises.

Remaining in the Union despite permitting slavery was a complex choice that involved balancing

economic interests, regional loyalties, and the overarching goal of preserving the nation. These states

often found themselves caught between conflicting identities—slaveholding yet loyal to the Union—that

shaped their political and social landscapes.

---

Missouri: A Border State at a Crossroads

Historical Background

Missouri's strategic location in the Midwest made it a key border state. It was admitted to the Union in

1821 as part of the Missouri Compromise, which aimed to balance free and slave states. Missouri's



economy was heavily reliant on agriculture and slavery, but its geographic position also made it vital

for Union military movements.

Reasons for Remaining in the Union

- Strategic Importance: Missouri's control was crucial for Union military campaigns in the West.

- Economic Interests: Northern commercial interests and trade routes depended on Missouri's

infrastructure.

- Political Balance: State leaders aimed to maintain national stability and avoid the chaos of secession.

Features and Challenges

- Pro-Union Sentiment: Despite a pro-slavery economy, many Missourians supported the Union.

- Violence and Guerrilla Warfare: The state experienced internal conflicts, including guerrilla warfare,

blurring the lines between Union and Confederate sympathizers.

- Missouri Compromise: Allowed Missouri to enter as a slave state while maintaining a balance with

Maine, illustrating the political compromise to keep the Union intact.

Pros and Cons of Missouri’s Position

- Pros:

- Maintained national unity.

- Allowed for future abolition efforts within the Union.

- Preserved infrastructure and economic ties with the North.

- Cons:

- Faced internal divisions and violence.

- Allowed slavery to continue during the war, complicating moral standing.

---



Kentucky: The Bluegrass State's Delicate Balance

Historical Background

Kentucky was admitted to the Union in 1792 and had a deeply entrenched slaveholding economy

centered on agriculture. Its geographical location and economic ties made secession a contentious

issue.

Reasons for Remaining in the Union

- Economic Ties: Kentucky’s economy was intertwined with both North and South.

- Geographical Position: Its central location made it vital for military logistics.

- Political Leadership: Many Kentucky leaders sought to preserve the Union to avoid chaos and

preserve their economic interests.

Features and Challenges

- Mixed Loyalties: The state had significant pro-Union and pro-Confederate factions.

- Civil Conflict: Kentucky experienced internal strife, with some areas supporting secession and others

resisting.

- Official Neutrality: Kentucky declared neutrality at the outset of the war, attempting to avoid choosing

sides.

Pros and Cons of Kentucky’s Position

- Pros:

- Helped prevent a complete breakup of the Union.

- Maintained control over vital transportation routes.

- Allowed for eventual emancipation efforts within the Union.



- Cons:

- Internal divisions led to violence.

- Slavery persisted during the war years, challenging the Union’s abolitionist goals.

---

Delaware: The Small Yet Strategically Vital State

Historical Background

Delaware was the first state to ratify the U.S. Constitution in 1787. Its economy was modest, with a

mix of agriculture and industry, and it permitted slavery, though on a smaller scale compared to

Southern states.

Reasons for Remaining in the Union

- Economic Ties: Delaware's economy was closely linked to the North.

- Political Loyalties: Many Delawareans favored the Union despite the state's pro-slavery stance.

- Strategic Location: Its proximity to Union states made secession less appealing.

Features and Challenges

- Minimal Secessionist Sentiment: Delaware largely remained loyal to the Union.

- Slavery: Although permitted, slavery was less pervasive compared to other states.

- Union Support: Delaware contributed troops and resources to the Union war effort.



Pros and Cons of Delaware’s Position

- Pros:

- Preserved national unity on a small scale.

- Contributed to the Union war effort.

- Maintained economic stability.

- Cons:

- Morally conflicted over slavery.

- Political tensions within the state over loyalty.

---

(1)___: The Unknown State or Entity

Note: The blank in the original prompt may refer to a specific state or entity that remained in the Union

despite allowing slavery. Based on historical context, possibilities include states like Maryland or West

Virginia, or possibly a lesser-known border region. For this analysis, we'll consider West Virginia as a

prime example.

West Virginia: A State Born from Secession

West Virginia is unique as it was formed during the Civil War from secessionist parts of Virginia. It

officially separated from Virginia in 1863 due to differing views on slavery and secession.

Reasons for Remaining in the Union

- Diverse Economy: Mountainous regions had less reliance on slavery.

- Loyalist Sentiment: Many residents supported the Union.

- Political Divide: Differed from the rest of Virginia’s pro-slavery stance.



Features and Challenges

- Formation During War: West Virginia was created in response to Virginia’s secession.

- Slavery: Allowed slavery initially, but the region was less dependent on it.

- Union Support: Strong support in the mountainous regions.

Pros and Cons of West Virginia’s Position

- Pros:

- Preserved the Union’s territorial integrity.

- Allowed regions to develop their own political and social structures.

- Cons:

- Created regional tensions.

- Morally conflicted, as slavery was permitted initially.

---

Implications of Remaining In the Union While Allowing Slavery

The decision of these states and entities to stay loyal to the Union despite permitting slavery had

significant implications:

- Moral Dilemma: Union loyalty often conflicted with the moral opposition to slavery, leading to internal

strife and political debates.

- Strategic Advantage: Maintaining these states in the Union helped preserve key transportation routes,

resources, and military positions.

- Gradual Abolition: Many of these states used their Union allegiance as a platform for eventual

emancipation, aligning more closely with abolitionist goals over time.

- Post-War Reconstruction: Their loyalty influenced post-war policies, and many faced challenges

integrating freed slaves and reconciling regional identities.



---

Conclusion: Complexity and Legacy

The histories of Missouri, Kentucky, Delaware, and West Virginia exemplify the complex realities of the

Civil War era. Their decisions to remain in the Union, despite the allowance of slavery, highlight a

pragmatic approach to preserving the nation amid moral, political, and economic tensions. While their

choices often involved internal conflict and compromise, they ultimately contributed to the Union’s

victory and the eventual abolition of slavery.

Understanding these states' unique circumstances helps illuminate the multifaceted nature of American

history. It underscores that loyalty during the Civil War was often driven by a mixture of regional

interests, economic dependencies, and political calculations, rather than a simple dichotomy of pro- or

anti-slavery sentiments. Their legacies continue to influence the social and political fabric of the United

States today.

---

Note: If the blank "(1)___" refers to a specific state or entity you had in mind, please provide additional

details for a more tailored analysis.
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