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When reviewing written content, especially in academic or professional contexts, identifying and correcting
grammatical errors is essential for clarity and credibility. One common challenge is spotting incorrect verb
usage, which can alter the meaning of sentences and confuse readers. In this article, we will guide you through
the process of finding 15 common verb errors and rewriting the sentences with the correct verbs. Whether
you're a student, writer, or editor, mastering this skill will significantly improve your editing proficiency.

Understanding Common Verb Errors

Before diving into specific examples, it’s important to understand what constitutes incorrect verb usage.
Typical mistakes include:

Using the wrong tense (e.g., past instead of present)

Applying incorrect verb forms (e.g., go instead of went)

Subject-verb agreement errors (e.g., she go instead of she goes)

Using irregular verbs incorrectly

Misplacing auxiliary verbs

Correct verb usage ensures that your sentences are grammatically sound and your message is clear. Let’s
explore 15 specific errors, identify the incorrect verbs, and see how to rewrite them properly.

Examples of Verb Errors and Corrections

1. Error: She go to the store yesterday.
- Incorrect verb: go
- Corrected: went

Revised sentence: She went to the store yesterday.

2. Error: They has finished their homework.
- Incorrect verb: has
- Corrected: have

Revised sentence: They have finished their homework.



3. Error: He do not like spicy food.
- Incorrect verb: do
- Corrected: does

Revised sentence: He does not like spicy food.

4. Error: I am going to the party last night.
- Incorrect tense: am going (present continuous)
- Corrected: went

Revised sentence: I went to the party last night.

5. Error: The dog bark loudly every morning.
- Incorrect verb: bark
- Corrected: barks

Revised sentence: The dog barks loudly every morning.

6. Error: She was studying when I arrived.
- Correct verb: was (past continuous)
- This sentence is correct; including this as a reminder that some tense forms are appropriate.

7. Error: They will be here tomorrow.
- Correct verb: will
- This sentence is correct; future tense is used appropriately.

8. Error: We eats dinner together every night.
- Incorrect verb: eats
- Corrected: eat

Revised sentence: We eat dinner together every night.

9. Error: She has a new car.
- Correct verb: has
- Sentence is correct.

10. Error: I was read a book when you called.
- Incorrect verb: was read
- Corrected: was reading

Revised sentence: I was reading a book when you called.



11. Error: The students has submitted their assignments.
- Incorrect verb: has
- Corrected: have

Revised sentence: The students have submitted their assignments.

12. Error: She does her homework every day.
- Correct verb: does
- Sentence is correct.

13. Error: The team are winning the game.
- Incorrect verb: are
- Corrected: is

Revised sentence: The team is winning the game.

14. Error: I am going to the gym now.
- Correct verb: am going
- Sentence is correct.

15. Error: They was happy with the results.
- Incorrect verb: was
- Corrected: were

Revised sentence: They were happy with the results.

How to Spot and Correct Verb Errors Effectively

1. Check Subject-Verb Agreement
- Ensure singular subjects match with singular verbs, and plural subjects with plural verbs.
- Example: The cat runs fast. vs. The cats run fast.

2. Pay Attention to Verb Tenses
- Maintain consistent tense throughout your writing unless a time change is necessary.
- Use past tense for actions completed in the past, present tense for current actions, and future tense for
upcoming events.

3. Be Mindful of Irregular Verbs
- Irregular verbs do not follow standard rules. Memorize common irregular forms, such as go-went-gone, see-
saw-seen.



4. Review Auxiliary Verbs and Modal Verbs
- Auxiliary verbs support main verbs (e.g., is, was, have, had).
- Modal verbs (e.g., can, should, must) express necessity or ability.

Tips for Avoiding Verb Errors in Your Writing

Read your sentences aloud to catch awkward verb usage.

Use grammar checking tools as a first step, but always review manually.

Practice verb conjugation regularly to internalize correct forms.

Learn common irregular verbs and their correct past forms.

Seek feedback from peers or mentors to improve your grammatical accuracy.

Conclusion

Identifying and correcting verb errors is a vital skill for effective writing. Remember that even small mistakes
can lead to misunderstandings or reduce the professionalism of your work. By focusing on subject-verb
agreement, tense consistency, and proper verb forms—including irregular verbs—you can significantly improve
your grammatical accuracy. Practice regularly, utilize available tools, and review your writing carefully
to master the art of correct verb usage. With these strategies, you'll be well on your way to producing
clear, accurate, and polished content.

If you ever find yourself stuck, revisit this guide to identify the 15 common verb errors, rewrite the sentences
with the correct verbs, and highlight the changes. Happy editing!

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main goal of the activity 'Find The Errors'?

The main goal is to identify and correct the 15 errors present in the given sentences.

How can I effectively find all 15 errors in the exercise?

Carefully read each sentence, look for grammatical mistakes, and verify verb usage to spot errors.

What are common mistakes made with verbs in this type of exercise?

Common mistakes include incorrect tense, subject-verb agreement, and wrong verb forms.

Should I rewrite the entire sentence or just correct the verbs?

You should only rewrite the verbs that are incorrect and highlight them, as per the instructions.



What does the hint 'There Are 15' imply about the exercise?

It indicates that there are exactly 15 errors to find and correct in the provided sentences.

How do I know which verbs are incorrect in the sentences?

Look for verbs that do not agree with the subject, are in the wrong tense, or are improperly conjugated.

Can you give an example of a correct verb correction?

Yes, for example, change 'He go to school' to 'He goes to school' to correct the verb form.

Why is it important to highlight the corrected verbs?

Highlighting helps clearly identify the errors and shows exactly where corrections are needed.

Are there any tips for avoiding verb errors in future exercises?

Yes, practice subject-verb agreement, review verb tenses, and double-check verb forms in sentences.

Additional Resources
NEED HELP Find The Errors (Hint There Are 15)

In the realm of language mastery and editing, precision is paramount. Whether drafting an academic paper, a
professional report, or a creative piece, the accuracy of verbs plays a crucial role in conveying clear and
effective communication. A common challenge faced by writers and editors alike is identifying and correcting verb
errors that can subtly undermine the clarity or professionalism of a text. This investigative review aims to
dissect a particular piece of writing riddled with 15 verb errors, guiding readers through the process of
detecting, understanding, and correcting these mistakes. By doing so, we emphasize the importance of meticulous
editing and offer practical insights into improving grammatical accuracy.

---

Understanding the Significance of Correct Verb Usage

Verbs serve as the backbone of sentences, expressing actions, states, or occurrences. Proper verb usage ensures
that sentences are grammatically coherent and that the intended meaning is unambiguous. Incorrect verb forms
or tense errors can lead to confusion, misinterpretation, or a perception of poor language skills. Therefore,
recognizing and correcting verb errors is essential for effective communication.

---

The Context: Analyzing the Original Text

The original paragraph under review is a typical example of writing where multiple verb errors have been
intentionally inserted for the purpose of this analysis:

"The team was working hard to meet the deadline, but they forgot to double check their work. One member had
completed the task, but the others was still working. The manager was pleased with their progress, but he



reminded them to be more careful in the future. As the final day approached, everyone was feeling stressed, and
some started to make mistakes. Despite their efforts, they realized that they has overlooked some important
details. In the end, they was able to finish the project on time, but the quality was not as high as expected."

This paragraph contains 15 verb errors, both in tense, agreement, and form. Our goal is to identify these errors,
understand why they are mistakes, and suggest the correct forms.

---

Identification of the 15 Verb Errors

Below is a detailed list of the errors found, with explanations and corrections.

1. was working � was working
- Error Type: Correct tense, but contextually inconsistent.
- Comment: No correction needed here; the tense is appropriate for past continuous.

2. forgot � forgot
- Error Type: Correct as is.
- Comment: Past tense verb; no correction needed.

3. had completed � had completed
- Error Type: Correct past perfect tense.

4. were still working � were still working
- Error Type: Correct past continuous tense.

5. was pleased � was pleased
- Error Type: Correct.

6. reminded � reminded
- Error Type: Correct.

7. was feeling � was feeling
- Error Type: Correct past continuous.

8. started � started
- Error Type: Correct simple past tense.

9. realized � realized
- Error Type: Correct.

10. has overlooked � has overlooked
- Error Type: Incorrect tense/form.
- Explanation: Since the narrative is in past tense, the correct form should be had overlooked to maintain past
perfect tense consistent with earlier context.
- Correction: had overlooked

11. was able to finish � was able to finish
- Error Type: Correct modal + infinitive.

12. was not as high � was not as high
- Error Type: Correct.

13. was (in “the quality was not as high as expected”) � was
- Error Type: Correct.



14. was (in “they was still working”) � were
- Error Type: Subject-verb agreement.
- Explanation: The subject they is plural, so the verb should be were.
- Correction: they were still working

15. was (in “they was able to finish”) � were
- Error Type: Subject-verb agreement.
- Correction: they were able to finish

---

Summary of Errors
| Error Number | Original Phrase | Error Type | Corrected Phrase | Explanation |
|--------------|-------------------|--------------|------------------|--------------|
| 10 | has overlooked | Tense/Form | had overlooked | Past perfect tense needed for past narration |
| 14 | they was still working | Subject-verb agreement | they were still working | Plural subject requires plural
verb |
| 15 | they was able to finish | Subject-verb agreement | they were able to finish | Plural subject requires plural
verb |

Total Errors Corrected: 3 (out of 15 identified).

---

Deeper Dive: Why the Errors Occurred and How to Avoid Them

Understanding the root causes of these errors helps writers develop better editing habits.

1. Tense Inconsistencies
Many errors stem from shifting tenses or using incorrect tense forms. For example, "has overlooked" instead of
"had overlooked" occurs because the writer was likely thinking in present perfect tense but was narrating
events in past tense.

Avoidance Tip: Maintain a consistent tense throughout a paragraph. When narrating past events, stick to past
simple, past perfect, or past continuous as appropriate.

2. Subject-Verb Agreement
Errors such as "they was" instead of "they were" happen when the writer mistakenly pairs a plural subject
with a singular verb.

Avoidance Tip: Always identify the subject first; if plural, use were, if singular, was.

3. Verb Form Errors
Using incorrect verb forms, especially with irregular verbs, can lead to mistakes. Although not present here,
similar errors include "go" instead of "went".

Avoidance Tip: Regularly review irregular verb forms and confirm verb conjugations during editing.



---

Practical Strategies for Error Detection and Correction

To ensure grammatical accuracy, especially with verbs, consider the following strategies:

- Read aloud: Listening to the flow can highlight grammatical inconsistencies.
- Use grammar checking tools: Software like Grammarly or Hemingway Editor can flag common verb errors.
- Check subject-verb agreement: Always verify that singular subjects match singular verbs, and plural
subjects match plural verbs.
- Maintain tense consistency: Decide on a primary tense for your narrative and stick to it unless there's a clear
reason to shift.
- Review irregular verbs: Keep a list of common irregular verbs to avoid mistakes.

---

Final Thoughts: The Importance of Attention to Detail

This investigative analysis highlights how even a small number of verb errors can impact the overall quality
of a written piece. Correct verb usage not only enhances clarity but also demonstrates professionalism and
mastery of language. Writers and editors should approach their work with meticulous attention, employing
both manual review and technological tools to identify and correct errors.

By understanding the common pitfalls—such as tense shifts and subject-verb disagreements—and actively
applying correction strategies, writers can elevate their work to a higher standard. Remember, the goal is not
just to avoid errors but to communicate ideas as effectively and precisely as possible.

---

In conclusion, the identified 15 errors in the original paragraph serve as a valuable case study. Correcting the
three key mistakes related to tense and agreement significantly improves the grammatical integrity of the text.
Continuous practice, awareness, and the use of editing resources are essential steps toward mastering verb
accuracy in writing.

---

Need Help? Whether you're editing your own work or reviewing someone else's, always take the time to
scrutinize verb usage carefully. The effort invested in catching and correcting these errors pays off in clearer,
more professional communication.
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