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Introduction: Mastering Phrasal Verbs in English

Phrasal verbs are an essential part of the English language, especially for
learners aiming to achieve fluency and natural communication. They combine a
verb with a particle or preposition to create a new meaning, often idiomatic
in nature. Understanding and correctly using phrasal verbs can significantly
enhance your writing and speaking skills, making your language more lively
and expressive.

In this article, we will focus on a specific list of phrasal verbs labeled A,
B, C, D, and E from the book "Now Complete These Sentences With The Right
Form Of The Phrasal Verbs From The List." We will provide detailed
explanations, example sentences, and practice exercises to help you master
these verb phrases.

The Importance of Phrasal Verbs in English Language Learning
Why Are Phrasal Verbs Difficult for Learners?

— Multiple Meanings: Many phrasal verbs have more than one meaning depending
on the context.

— Idiomatic Nature: They often do not translate directly into other
languages.

— Verb and Particle Flexibility: The same verb can combine with different
particles to produce different phrases.

Benefits of Learning Phrasal Verbs

— Enhanced Comprehension: Better understanding of spoken and written English.
— Natural Speech: Ability to speak more naturally and fluently.
— Improved Writing Skills: Making your writing more engaging and idiomatic.

The List of Phrasal Verbs: A, B, C, D, E

Before diving into sentence completion exercises, let's familiarize ourselves
with the specific phrasal verbs from the list. These are:

Break down
Call off
Come across
Drop out
End up
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Each of these verbs has unique uses and meanings, which we will explore in
detail.

Detailed Explanation of Each Phrasal Verb
A. Break Down

Meaning: To stop functioning (for machines), or to become emotionally
distressed.

Examples:

- My car broke down on the way to work.
— She broke down in tears after hearing the news.

B. Call Off
Meaning: To cancel something that was planned.
Examples:

— They called off the picnic due to bad weather.
— The company called off the meeting.

C. Come Across
Meaning: To find or encounter unexpectedly.
Examples:

— I came across an old friend in the supermarket.
— She comes across as very confident.

D. Drop Out
Meaning: To withdraw from a course, school, or competition.
Examples:

— He decided to drop out of college.
- Many students drop out because of financial difficulties.

E. End Up
Meaning: To finally arrive at a place or situation, often unexpectedly.
Examples:

- We ended up staying at home instead of going out.
— He ended up winning the race.

How to Use These Phrasal Verbs Correctly in Sentences

Understanding the right form of these phrasal verbs depends on tense, number,
and the sentence context. Here are general rules:



— Break down: Can be conjugated as breaks down, broke down, has broken down.
- Call off: Can be calls off, called off, calling off.

- Come across: Can be comes across, came across, coming across.

- Drop out: Can be drops out, dropped out, dropping out.

- End up: Can be ends up, ended up, ending up.

Practice Exercises: Completing Sentences with the Correct Form

Below are exercises designed to test your understanding of the right form of
these phrasal verbs. Fill in the blanks with the appropriate form.

Exercise 1: Fill in the blanks with the correct form of Break Down

1. Yesterday, my bike on the way to the market.

2. The negotiations after several hours of discussion.

3. She always when she has to speak in public.

4. Our washing machine last week, so we had to buy a new one.
5. His confidence when he saw the difficult questions.

Exercise 2: Fill in the blanks with the correct form of Call Off

1. Due to the storm, they the outdoor concert.

2. The team the match because of injuries.

3. We decided to our dinner reservation.

4. The company the project after funding was withdrawn.
5. She her trip at the last minute.

Exercise 3: Fill in the blanks with the correct form of Come Across

1. I an interesting article while browsing the internet.

2. He as very friendly during the interview.

3. We some old photos in the attic.

4. She as quite knowledgeable about the subject.

5. They a solution to the problem after hours of brainstorming.

Exercise 4: Fill in the blanks with the correct form of Drop Out

1. He of high school at the age of 16.

2. Many students due to financial issues.

3. She of the competition because of an injury.

4. The athlete the team after the first semester.

5. They decided not to of college despite the challenges.

Exercise 5: Fill in the blanks with the correct form of End Up

1. After wandering around the city, we at a small cafe.
2. He working late last night.

3. They buying a new house in the suburbs.

4. We missing the train because of the traffic.

5. She becoming a successful lawyer.

Answer Key and Explanations

Exercise 1: Break Down



1. broke down
2. broke down
3. breaks down
4. broke down
5. broke down
Exercise

1. called off
2. called off
3. call off

4. called off
5. called off
Exercise

1. came across
2. came across
3. came across
4. came across
5. came across
Exercise

1. dropped out
2. drop out

3. dropped out
4. dropped out
5. drop out
Exercise

1. ended up

2. ended up

3. ended up

4. ended up

5. ended up

2: Call Off

3: Come Across

4: Drop Out

5: End Up

Tips for Using Phrasal Verbs Effectively

— Context is Key: Always consider the sentence context to choose the correct

phrasal verb and form.

— Practice Regularly: Engage in exercises, conversations, and writing to

reinforce your understanding.
- Learn 1in Pairs:
sentences together.

Study phrasal verbs with their meanings and example

— Use a Phrasal Verb Dictionary: Resources like Cambridge or Oxford phrasal
verb dictionaries can expand your knowledge.

- Avoid Overusing: While useful, overusing phrasal verbs can make your
language seem informal or repetitive.

Conclusi

on: Enhancing Your English with Phrasal Verbs

Mastering the right form of phrasal verbs from the list A, B, C, D, and E is

a vital step toward fluency.

These verb phrases are common in everyday speech



and formal writing, making them indispensable for effective communication. By
understanding their meanings, practicing sentence completion, and applying
them correctly, you can significantly improve your command of English.

Remember, consistent practice and exposure are the keys to becoming
proficient in using phrasal verbs naturally. Keep practicing with different
sentences, and don't hesitate to explore new phrasal verbs beyond this list
to expand your vocabulary.

Additional Resources

— Phrasal Verb Dictionaries: For comprehensive lists and explanations.

- Language Apps: Duolingo, Babbel, or Memrise for interactive practice.

— English Grammar Books: To understand sentence structures involving phrasal
verbs.

- Language Exchange Partners: To practice speaking using phrasal verbs in
real conversations.

By integrating these strategies into your learning routine, you'll soon find
yourself using phrasal verbs confidently, making your English sound more
natural and fluent.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of the exercise titled 'Now
Complete These Sentences With The Right Form Of The
Phrasal Verbs From The List. A B C D E The Book'?

The exercise aims to help learners practice and understand how to correctly
use different phrasal verbs in context by completing sentences with the
appropriate form.

Why is it important to choose the correct form of a
phrasal verb when completing sentences?

Using the correct form ensures grammatical accuracy and conveys the intended
meaning clearly in context.

How can practicing with a list of phrasal verbs like
A, B, C, D, E improve language skills?

It enhances vocabulary, understanding of verb phrases, and the ability to use
them appropriately in both spoken and written communication.

What strategies can learners use to select the right
form of a phrasal verb in these exercises?

Learners should analyze the sentence context, identify the needed tense or
aspect, and recall the typical usage of each phrasal verb from the list.



How does completing sentences with the correct
phrasal verb form aid in language retention?

It reinforces understanding through active use, making it easier to remember
and apply the phrasal verbs correctly in future communication.

Can such exercises be adapted for different
proficiency levels? If so, how?

Yes, by varying sentence complexity, providing hints or partial answers for
beginners, and increasing difficulty with more complex contexts for advanced
learners.

Additional Resources

Now Complete These Sentences With The Right Form Of The Phrasal Verbs From
The List. A B C D E The Book

In the realm of English language mastery, phrasal verbs occupy a pivotal
role, serving as vital tools that convey nuanced meanings, colloquial
expressions, and dynamic actions. Their mastery not only elevates one’s
linguistic proficiency but also enhances clarity, style, and authenticity in
communication. The exercise titled "Now Complete These Sentences With The
Right Form Of The Phrasal Verbs From The List. A B C D E The Book"
exemplifies this pedagogical focus, challenging learners to recognize,
understand, and correctly employ a curated set of phrasal verbs. This article
delves deeply into the significance of mastering phrasal verbs, dissects the
specific verbs A, B, C, D, and E, and offers comprehensive guidance on their
proper usage within varied contexts, all while analyzing the structure and
purpose of such exercises in language acquisition.

The Significance of Phrasal Verbs in English
Language Proficiency

Understanding Phrasal Verbs

Phrasal verbs are multi-word expressions typically comprising a verb and one
or more particles (prepositions or adverbs) that together create a unique
meaning different from the individual words. For example, "give up" means to
cease trying, which is not directly inferable from "give" and "up"
separately. Their prevalence in spoken and informal written English makes
them indispensable for learners aiming to sound natural and fluent.

Why Are Phrasal Verbs Challenging?

Despite their importance, phrasal verbs pose significant challenges for non-
native speakers due to:

— Their idiomatic nature that often defies literal translation.

— The multitude of meanings a single phrasal verb can carry depending on



context.

— Variability in form, where some require specific particles or follow
grammatical rules differently.

— The necessity to memorize numerous verbs and their usages.

The Role of Exercises in Mastery

Exercises like "Now Complete These Sentences With The Right Form Of The
Phrasal Verbs" serve as practical tools for consolidating knowledge. They
compel learners to:

- Recognize the correct verb form based on tense, aspect, and sentence
structure.

— Contextually infer the appropriate phrasal verb.

— Develop an intuitive sense of usage patterns.

Dissecting the Phrasal Verbs A, B, C, D, and E

In the provided exercise, five phrasal verbs are presented as options labeled
A through E, each with distinct meanings and usage patterns. To effectively
complete the sentences, learners must understand their nuances and
grammatical forms.

Phrasal Verb A: "Break down"

Meaning: To stop functioning (for machines), to become emotionally
overwhelmed, or to analyze something systematically.
Usage Tips:

— Often used with machines or systems: "The car broke down during the trip."
— Can describe emotional states: "She broke down after hearing the news."

— When used in analysis contexts: "Let's break down the problem into smaller
parts."

Grammatical Forms:

— Present tense: "breaks down"

— Past tense: "broke down"

- Past participle: "broken down"

- Present participle: "breaking down"

Phrasal Verb B: "Bring up"

Meaning: To mention or raise a topic.

Usage Tips:

— Used when initiating a discussion: "He brought up the issue during the
meeting."

— Can also mean to nurture or raise children, but in this context, the focus
is on discussion.

Grammatical Forms:

— Present tense: "brings up"

— Past tense: "brought up"

- Past participle: "brought up"

— Present participle: "bringing up"



Phrasal Verb C: "Carry out"

Meaning: To execute or perform a task, plan, or order.
Usage Tips:

— Common in formal or official contexts: "The scientists carried out the
experiment."

— Can be used about instructions or duties: "The team carried out the project
successfully."

Grammatical Forms:

— Present tense: "carries out"

- Past tense: "carried out"

— Past participle: "carried out"

— Present participle: "carrying out"

Phrasal Verb D: "Look after"

Meaning: To take care of someone or something.
Usage Tips:

— Often used in caregiving contexts: "Can you look after my dog while I'm
away?"

— Also used for overseeing or managing: "She looks after the finances of the
company."

Grammatical Forms:

— Present tense: "looks after"

— Past tense: "looked after"

- Past participle: "looked after"

— Present participle: "looking after"

Phrasal Verb E: "Turn down"

Meaning: To reject or refuse; to decrease in volume or intensity.
Usage Tips:

- To refuse an offer: "He turned down the job proposal."

- To reduce volume: "Please turn down the music."

Grammatical Forms:

— Present tense: "turns down"

- Past tense: "turned down"

- Past participle: "turned down"

— Present participle: "turning down"

Strategies for Correctly Completing Sentences
with Phrasal Verbs

Successfully filling in sentences with the correct form of a phrasal verb
requires a combination of grammatical understanding and contextual
interpretation. Here are detailed strategies:



1. Identify the Sentence Context

Before choosing a phrasal verb, analyze what the sentence indicates:
- Is it about a machine malfunction? Likely "break down."

- Mention of a topic? "Bring up."

- Performing an action? "Carry out."

- Caring for someone? "Look after."

- Rejecting or reducing? "Turn down."

2. Determine the Required Tense and Aspect

Once the context is clear, decide on the tense:

— Past tense verbs: "broke down," "brought up."

— Present tense: "breaks down," "brings up."

— Progressive forms: "breaking down," "bringing up."

- Past participles for perfect tenses: "broken down," "brought up."

3. Match the Verb Form to the Sentence Structure

Ensure the form aligns grammatically:

— If the sentence is in the past simple, use the past tense form.
- For ongoing actions, use the present participle.

- For perfect tenses, incorporate the past participle.

4. Confirm the Meaning Fits the Context

Verify that the chosen phrasal verb’s meaning aligns with the sentence’s
content and tone.

5. Practice with Examples

Regular practice with diverse sentences enhances intuition and accuracy.

Practical Application: Completing Sentences

Consider the following example sentences designed to be completed with the
appropriate form of the listed phrasal verbs:

1. The old computer finally after years of service. (A)

2. During the meeting, she unexpectedly a controversial topic. (B)
3. The team the project last week, and the results were impressive.
(C)

4. Could you my children while I run errands? (D)

5. He didn’t like the offer and it. (E)

Answers:

1. broke down

2. brought up

3. carried out

4. look after

5. turned down



The Pedagogical Value of Phrasal Verb Exercises
in Language Learning

The exercise format of completing sentences with the correct form of phrasal
verbs is especially effective in language learning due to several pedagogical
benefits:

— Active Recall: Learners retrieve the correct verb form based on context,
strengthening memory.

— Contextual Learning: Embedding verbs in sentences aids understanding of
nuanced meanings.

— Grammatical Reinforcement: Focused practice on tense and aspect forms
reinforces grammatical rules.

— Vocabulary Expansion: Exposure to multiple phrasal verbs enriches
vocabulary repertoire.

— Fluency Development: Regular practice fosters more natural speech and
writing.

Additionally, such exercises can be adapted for various proficiency levels by
adjusting complexity and context.

Conclusion: The Importance of Mastering Phrasal
Verbs for Fluent English

Mastering the correct form and usage of phrasal verbs like "break down,"
"bring up," "carry out," "look after," and "turn down" is fundamental for
achieving fluency and authenticity in English communication. These verbs are
embedded in everyday conversations, professional discourse, and written
texts, making their understanding indispensable for learners aiming for
comprehensive language proficiency.

Through systematic practice, contextual awareness, and grammatical precision,
learners can confidently complete sentences with the correct forms of these
phrasal verbs, thereby enhancing their overall linguistic competence. As
demonstrated by the exercise "Now Complete These Sentences With The Right
Form Of The Phrasal Verbs From The List," such targeted activities are
invaluable tools in the journey toward mastery, bridging the gap between
theoretical knowledge and practical application.

By integrating these strategies into regular study routines, language
learners can develop more nuanced, natural, and effective communication
skills—paving the way for greater confidence and success in diverse English-
speaking environments.
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