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ON How MaNY Occasions Dib AMERICANS INAUGURATE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES WHo GoT FEwWER PoPULAR VOTES
THAN THEIR OPPONENTS? THIS QUESTION HAS INTRIGUED MANY POLITICAL ANALYSTS, HISTORIANS, AND VOTERS ALIKE,
ESPECIALLY IN THE CONTEXT OF THE EVOLVING AMERICAN ELECTORAL PROCESS. THE UNITED STATES’ UNIQUE ELECTORAL
SYSTEM, WHICH COMBINES THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE WITH THE POPULAR VOTE, OFTEN RESULTS IN OUTCOMES WHERE THE
CANDIDATE WHO SECURES THE PRESIDENCY DOES NOT NECESSARILY WIN THE MOST VOTES NATIONWIDE. THIS PHENOMENON HAS
OCCURRED MULTIPLE TIMES THROUGHOUT AMERICAN HISTORY, RAISING QUESTIONS ABOUT THE FAIRNESS AND INTEGRITY OF THE
ELECTORAL PROCESS, AND INFLUENCING DISCUSSIONS ABOUT POTENTIAL REFORMS. IN THIS ARTICLE, WE EXPLORE THE INSTANCES
WHERE AMERICAN PRESIDENTS WERE INAUGURATED DESPITE RECEIVING FEWER POPULAR VOTES THAN THEIR OPPONENTS, ANALYZE
THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT SURROUNDING THESE EVENTS, AND EXAMINE THEIR IMPLICATIONS FOR DEMOCRACY IN THE UNITED
STATES.

UNDERSTANDING THE ELECTORAL SYSTEM AND ITS IMPACT ON PRESIDENTIAL
ELECTIONS

THE ELecTorAL COLLEGE EXPLAINED

THE UNITED STATES EMPLOYS A UNIQUE METHOD FOR ELECTING ITS PRESIDENT THROUGH THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE. THIS
SYSTEM INVOLVES ELECTORS FROM EACH STATE WHO CAST VOTES BASED ON THE POPULAR VOTE WITHIN THEIR STATE. WHILE
MOST STATES ADHERE TO A WINNER-TAKES-ALL APPROACH, A HANDFUL ALLOCATE ELECTORAL VOTES PROPORTIONALLY OR
THROUGH OTHER METHODS. THE CANDIDATE WHO ACCUMULATES AT LEAST 270 ouT ofF 538 ELECTORAL VOTES BECOMES
PRESIDENT.

PopuLAR VOTE VERSUS ELECTORAL VOTE

THE DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE POPULAR VOTE AND THE ELECTORAL VOTE IS CRUCIAL:

- THE POPULAR VOTE REFLECTS THE TOTAL NUMBER OF VOTES CAST BY CITIZENS NATIONW IDE.

- THE ELECTORAL VOTE IS THE SUM OF VOTES CAST BY ELECTORS BASED ON STATE RESULTS.

THE DISCREPANCY ARISES BECAUSE OF THE WINNER-TAKES-ALL SYSTEM IN MOST STATES, THE DISTRIBUTION OF ELECTORAL
VOTES, AND THE POSSIBILITY OF A CANDIDATE WINNING KEY STATES BY NARROW MARGINS WHILE LOSING THE OVERALL
POPULAR VOTE.

HisTorICAL INSTANCES OF PRESIDENTS WHO WoN WITHOUT THE POPULAR
VoOTE

SEVERAL PRESIDENTS HAVE BEEN INAUGURATED DESPITE NOT WINNING THE NATIONAL POPULAR VOTE. THESE INSTANCES
HIGHLIGHT THE QUIRKS OF THE AMERICAN ELECTORAL SYSTEM AND ITS INFLUENCE ON DEMOCRATIC REPRESENTATION.

Key ExaMPLES IN U.S. HISTORY

BELOW IS A CHRONOLOGICAL LIST OF NOTABLE CASES WHERE THE WINNER OF THE ELECTORAL VOTE DID NOT SECURE THE MOST



POPULAR VOTES NATIONWIDE:

1. JoHn QuINcY Apams (1824)
2. RUTHERFORD B. HAYES (1876)
3. BenJAMIN HARrIsON (1888)

4. George W. BusH (2000)

5. DonaLb Trump (2016)

EACH OF THESE CASES HAS ITS OWN UNIQUE CIRCUMSTANCES AND CONSEQUENCES, WHICH WE WILL EXPLORE FURTHER.

DeTAILED ANALYSIS OF EACH CASE

JoHN Quincy Apams (1824)

- CONTEXT: THE 1824 ELECTION WAS HIGHLY CONTESTED, WITH ANDRE\X/JACKSON WINNING THE POPULAR VOTE AND A
PLURALITY OF ELECTORAL VOTES BUT NOT ENOUGH TO SECURE THE PRESIDENCY.

- OUTCOME: THE ELECTION WAS DECIDED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, \WHICH CHOSEJOHN QUINCY ADAMS AS
PRESIDENT.

- SIGNIFICANCE: THIS ELECTION HIGHLIGHTED THE FLAWS IN THE ELECTORAL PROCESS AND LED TO CALLS FOR REFORM,
EVENTUALLY PROMPTING CHANGES IN HOW ELECTORAL VOTES ARE ALLOCATED.

RuUTHERFORD B. HAYES (1876)

- CONTEXT: SAMUEL J. TILDEN WON THE POPULAR VOTE, BUT THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE RESULTS WERE DISPUTED IN SEVERAL
STATES.

- OUTCOME: A SPECIAL ELECTORAL COMMISSION AW ARDED THE PRESIDENCY TO HAYES AFTER A CONTROVERSIAL COMPROMISE.
- IMPLICATIONS: THE ELECTION DEMONSTRATED HOW ELECTORAL DISPUTES COULD INFLUENCE OUTCOMES AND LED TO THE END
OF RECONSTRUCTION.

BenyaMIN HARRISON (1888)

- CoNTEXT: GROVER CLEVELAND WON THE POPULAR VOTE, BUT HARRISON SECURED MORE ELECTORAL VOTES DUE TO THE
DISTRIBUTION OF VOTES IN KEY STATES.

- OUTCOME: HARRISON WAS INAUGURATED AS PRESIDENT DESPITE LOSING THE POPULAR VOTE.

- IMPACT: THIS INSTANCE EXEMPLIFIED THE ELECTORAL SYSTEM'S POTENTIAL TO PRODUCE RESULTS CONTRARY TO THE
POPULAR WILL.

Georae W. BusH (2000)

- CoNTEXT: AL GORE RECEIVED MORE TOTAL VOTES NATIONWIDE, BUT BUSH WON KEY STATES LIKE FLORIDA BY A NARROW
MARGIN, SECURING THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE.

- OuTcoMe: THE SUPREME COURT EFFECTIVELY HALTED A RECOUNT, LEADING TO BUsH’s VICTORY.

- SIGNIFICANCE: THIS ELECTION SPARKED DEBATES ABOUT THE ELECTORAL PROCESS, VOTING RIGHTS, AND ELECTORAL REFORM.



DonaLp Trump (2016)

- CoNTEXT: HILLARY CLINTON WON THE POPULAR VOTE BY NEARLY 2.9 MILLION VOTES BUT TRUMP WON THE ELECTORAL
COLLEGE.

- OUTCOME: TRUMP WAS INAUGURATED AS THE 45TH PRESIDENT.

- Discussion: THE 20 16 ELECTION REIGNITED DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THE RELEVANCE AND FAIRNESS OF THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE
IN MODERN DEMOCRACY.

IMPLICATIONS OF ELECTING PRESIDENTS WHO LOSE THE POPULAR VOTE

DEMOCRATIC LEGITIMACY

ELECTING A PRESIDENT WHO DID NOT WIN THE POPULAR VOTE RAISES QUESTIONS ABOUT THE LEGITIMACY AND
REPRESENTATIVENESS OF THE ELECTORAL PROCESS.

VOTER ENGAGEMENT AND TRUST

DISCREPANCIES BETWEEN THE POPULAR VOTE AND ELECTORAL OUTCOME CAN DIMINISH PUBLIC TRUST IN ELECTORAL
INSTITUTIONS AND REDUCE VOTER ENGAGEMENT.

CALLS FOR ELECTORAL REFORM

MANY ADVOCATES ARGUE FOR REFORMS SUCH AS:

- ABOLISHING THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE

- IMPLEMENTING A NATIONAL POPULAR VOTE INTERSTATE COMPACT
- REFORMING HOW ELECTORAL VOTES ARE ALLOCATED

DeBATES SURROUNDING ELECTORAL COLLEGE REFORM

ARGUMENTS AGAINST THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE

- |T CAN PRODUCE OUTCOMES THAT CONTRADICT THE POPULAR WILL.
- |T GIVES DISPROPORTIONATE INFLUENCE TO SMALLER STATES.
- |T DISCOURAGES VOTER TURNOUT IN HEAVILY PARTISAN STATES.

ARGUMENTS IN FAVOR

- |T PROTECTS THE INTERESTS OF SMALLER STATES.
- |T MAINTAINS A FEDERALIST BALANCE.
- |T ENCOURAGES A FOCUS ON SWING STATES DURING CAMPAIGNS.

ConcLusioN: THE FUTURE oF PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS IN AMERICA

THE RECURRING PHENOMENON OF PRESIDENTS BEING INAUGURATED DESPITE LOSING THE POPULAR VOTE UNDERSCORES ONGOING



DEBATES ABOUT THE FAIRNESS AND EFFECTIVENESS OF THE AMERICAN ELECTORAL SYSTEM. WHILE THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE HAS
HISTORICAL ROOTS AND CERTAIN ADVANTAGES, ITS FLAWS ARE EVIDENT IN RECENT ELECTIONS. AS THE NATION CONTINUES TO
EVOLVE POLITICALLY AND DEMOGRAPHICALLY, DISCUSSIONS ABOUT REFORMING OR REPLACING THE ELecTorAL COLLEGE ARE
LIKELY TO PERSIST. ULTIMATELY, ENSURING THAT THE DEMOCRATIC PROCESS ACCURATELY REFLECTS THE WILL OF THE PEOPLE
REMAINS A CENTRAL GOAL FOR AMERICAN VOTERS, POLICYMAKERS, AND INSTITUTIONS.

FURTHER READING AND RESOURCES

- [THe ELecTorAL CoLLEGE: How IT WoRrkS AND ITS PROS AND

ConsJ(HTTPS:/ /[ WW\W.HISTORY.COM/ TOPICS/US-PRESIDENTS/ELECTORAL-COLLEGE)

- [THe IMPACT oF THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE ON AMERICAN

DEMOCRACY J(HTTPS:/ /W W W .BRENNANCENTER.ORG/ OUR-W ORK/RESEARCH-REPORTS /ELECTORAL-COLLEGE)

- [RerorMING THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE: OPTIONS AND

CHALLENGESJ(HTTPS://www.cnn.com/ 2020/ 11/07 [PoLITICS/ELECTORAL-COLLEGE-REFORM-EXPL AINED/ INDEX.HTML)

BY UNDERSTANDING THE HISTORY AND IMPLICATIONS OF THESE ELECTORAL OUTCOMES, CITIZENS CAN BETTER ENGAGE IN
DISCUSSIONS ABOUT HOW TO MAKE AMERICAN DEMOCRACY MORE REPRESENTATIVE AND FAIR FOR FUTURE GENERATIONS.

FREQUENTLY AskeD QUESTIONS

How MANY TIMES HAVE AMERICAN PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES WHO RECEIVED FEWER
POPULAR VOTES BEEN INAUGURATED AS PRESIDENT?

THERE HAVE BEEN FIVE INSTANCES IN U.S. HISTORY WHERE CANDIDATES WHO RECEIVED FEWER POPULAR VOTES WERE
INAUGURATED AS PRESIDENT, MOST NOTABLY IN 2000 anp 2016.

\WHO ARE SOME NOTABLE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES WHO WON THE PRESIDENCY
DESPITE LOSING THE POPULAR VOTE?

NOTABLE EXAMPLES INCLUDE GEORGE W/. BUsH IN 2000 AnD DonALD TrRUMP IN 2016, BOTH OF WHOM WERE INAUGURATED
AFTER LOSING THE POPULAR VOTE BUT WINNING THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE.

\WHAT IS THE SIGNIFICANCE OF THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE IN CASES WHERE THE POPULAR
VOTE WINNER IS NOT INAUGURATED?

THe ELecTorRAL COLLEGE ULTIMATELY ELECTS THE PRESIDENT, WHICH CAN RESULT IN A CANDIDATE WINNING THE PRESIDENCY
DESPITE NOT SECURING THE POPULAR VOTE, AS HAS HAPPENED MULTIPLE TIMES IN U.S. HISTORY.

How MANY TIMES HAS THE WINNER OF THE POPULAR VOTE FAILED TO BECOME
PRESIDENT IN U.S. HISTORY?

THERE HAVE BEEN FIVE SUCH INSTANCES, INCLUDING THE ELECTIONS oF 1824, 1876, 1888, 2000, anp 2016.

\WHAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS OF ELECTING PRESIDENTS WHO DID NOT WIN THE POPULAR



VOTE?

THIS SITUATION RAISES QUESTIONS ABOUT THE DEMOCRATIC LEGITIMACY AND WHETHER THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE
ACCURATELY REFLECTS THE POPULAR WILL OF THE AMERICAN PEOPLE.

HAS THE TREND OF CANDIDATES WINNING DESPITE LOSING THE POPULAR VOTE INCREASED
OVER TIME?

YES, PARTICULARLY IN RECENT DECADES, WITH NOTABLE ELECTIONS IN 2000 AND 20 16 HIGHLIGHTING THIS TREND.

\WHAT STATES OR REGIONS TEND TO INFLUENCE ELECTIONS WHERE THE POPULAR VOTE
WINNER DOES NOT BECOME PRESIDENT?

SWING STATES WITH LARGE ELECTORAL VOTES, SUCH AS FLORIDA, OHIO, AND PENNSYLVANIA, OFTEN PLAY DECISIVE ROLES IN
SUCH ELECTIONS.

ARE THERE ONGOING DEBATES ABOUT REFORMING THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE DUE TO
THESE INSTANCES?

YES, MANY ADVOCATE FOR REFORMS OR ABOLITION OF THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE TO ENSURE THE PRESIDENT IS ELECTED BASED
ON POPULAR VOTE OUTCOMES.

\WHAT IS THE HISTORICAL FREQUENCY OF PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATIONS WHERE THE
ELECTORAL OUTCOME DID NOT ALIGN WITH THE POPULAR VOTE?

HISTORICALLY, ABoUT 4-5 TIMes IN U.S. HISTORY, INCLUDING RECENT ELECTIONS, THE ELECTORAL OUTCOME DID NOT ALIGN
WITH THE POPULAR VOTE.

How DO THESE INSTANCES INFLUENCE PUBLIC TRUST IN THE AMERICAN ELECTORAL
SYSTEM?

SUCH INSTANCES CAN UNDERMINE PUBLIC CONFIDENCE IN THE ELECTORAL PROCESS AND FUEL DEBATES OVER ELECTORAL REFORM
AND THE DEMOCRATIC LEGITIMACY OF PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS.

ADDITIONAL RESOURCES

ON How MANY Occasions DID AMERICANS INAUGURATE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES WHO GoT FEwWER POPULAR VOTES
THAN THEIR OPPONENTS

IN THE COMPLEX LANDSCAPE OF AMERICAN PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS, THE PHRASE “ON HOW MANY OCCASIONS DID AMERICANS
INAUGURATE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES WHO GOT FEWER POPULAR VOTES THAN THEIR OPPONENTS” ENCAPSULATES A
PHENOMENON THAT HAS PERIODICALLY CHALLENGED THE FOUNDATIONAL DEMOCRATIC IDEAL:. ONE PERSON, ONE VOTE. W/HILE THE
UNITED STATES PRIDES ITSELF ON ITS ELECTORAL PROCESSES, THE INTERPLAY BETWEEN THE ELecTorAL COLLEGE AND THE
POPULAR VOTE HAS LED TO SEVERAL NOTABLE INSTANCES WHERE THE CANDIDATE WHO SECURED THE MOST VOTES DID NOT
ULTIMATELY BECOME PRESIDENT. UNDERSTANDING THESE OCCURRENCES REQUIRES A DEEP DIVE INTO THE HISTORICAL CONTEXT,
ELECTORAL MECHANICS, AND THE IMPLICATIONS FOR AMERICAN DEMOCRACY.

THe ELecTorAL COLLEGE SYSTEM: A PRIMER

BEFORE EXPLORING SPECIFIC INSTANCES, IT’S ESSENTIAL TO UNDERSTAND THE ELECTORAL SYSTEM THAT CREATES THE
POTENTIAL FOR SUCH INCONGRUITIES.



How THE ELecTorAL COLLEGE W/ ORKS

- THE U.S. PRESIDENT IS ELECTED NOT DIRECTLY BY POPULAR VOTE BUT THROUGH THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE.

- EACH STATE IS ALLOCATED A NUMBER OF ELECTORAL VOTES ROUGHLY PROPORTIONAL TO ITS POPULATION.

- MOST STATES EMPLOY A “WINNER-TAKES-ALL” APPROACH, AWARDING ALL ELECTORAL VOTES TO THE CANDIDATE WHO
WINS THE STATEWIDE POPULAR VOTE.

- A CANDIDATE NEEDS A MAJORITY (AT LEAST 270 ouT ofF 538 ELECTORAL VOTES) TO WIN THE PRESIDENCY.

THE DISCREPANCY BETWEEN POPULAR AND ELECTORAL VOTES

- THE STRUCTURE MEANS THAT A CANDIDATE CAN WIN THE ELECTORAL VOTE WITHOUT WINNING THE NATIONWIDE POPULAR
VOTE.

- THIS DISCREPANCY CAN ARISE DUE TO:

- UNEQUAL DISTRIBUTION OF ELECTORAL VOTES.

- THE WINNER-TAKES-ALL SYSTEM IN MOST STATES.

- VARIATIONS IN STATE-LEVEL VOTING OUTCOMES.

HISTORICAL INSTANCES OF PRESIDENTS INAUGURATED DESPITE LOSING THE PoPULAR VOTE

OVER THE COURSE oF U.S. HISTORY, FIVE PRESIDENTS HAVE BEEN INAUGURATED DESPITE NOT WINNING THE POPULAR VOTE.
THESE CASES HIGHLIGHT THE QUIRKS OF THE ELECTORAL SYSTEM AND, AT TIMES, HAVE SPARKED DEBATE ABOUT ELECTORAL
REFORM.

1. JoHn Quincy Abams (1824)

- ELECTION OVERVIEW: NO CANDIDATE SECURED A MAJORITY OF ELECTORAL VOTES.

- OUTCOME: THE DECISION WAS MADE BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

- POPULAR VOTE: ANDREW JACKSON RECEIVED MORE POPULAR VOTES NATIONWIDE.

- ELECTORAL OUTCOME: JOHN QUINCY ADAMS WAS CHOSEN AS PRESIDENT.

- SIGNIFICANCE: THIS ELECTION IS UNIQUE BECAUSE IT DIDN’T INVOLVE A DIRECT POPULAR VOTE DETERMINING THE WINNER, BUT
IT’S NOTABLE FOR THE CONTROVERSY SURROUNDING THE DECISION.

2. RUTHERFORD B. HAavEs (1876)

- ELECTION OVERVIEW: EXTREMELY CLOSE CONTEST BETWEEN RUTHERFORD B. HAYES AND SAMUEL J. TILDEN.

- PoPULAR VOTE: TILDEN WON THE POPULAR VOTE.

- ELECTORAL VOTE: HAYES SECURED ENOUGH ELECTORAL VOTES AFTER A CONTENTIOUS ELECTORAL COMMISSION RESOLVED
DISPUTED RESULTS.

- OUTCOME: HAYES WAS INAUGURATED AS PRESIDENT.

- IMPLICATION: THE ELECTION HIGHLIGHTED THE POTENTIAL FOR ELECTORAL DISPUTES TO OVERRIDE POPULAR SENTIMENT.

3. BenJaMIN HarrISON (1888)

- ELECTION OVERVIEW: WILLIAM MCKINLEY DEFEATED INCUMBENT GROVER CLEVELAND.

- PopULAR vOTE: CLEVELAND WON THE POPULAR VOTE.

- ELECTORAL VOTE: HARRISON WON THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE COMFORTABLY.

- OUTCOME: HARRISON BECAME PRESIDENT.

- ANALYSIS: THIS CASE UNDERSCORES THE IMPACT OF STATE-LEVEL ELECTORAL STRATEGIES AND THE WINNER-TAKES-ALL
APPROACH.

4. GEorge W. BusH (2000)

- ELECTION OVERVIEW: A HIGHLY CONTESTED ELECTION BETWEEN BUSH AND AL GORE.

- PoPULAR VOTE: GORE RECEIVED APPROXIMATELY 540,000 MORE VOTES.

- ELECTORAL VOTE: BUSH WON THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE AFTER A SUPREME COURT DECISION HALTED A RECOUNT IN FLORIDA.
- OUTCOME: BUSH WAS INAUGURATED AS PRESIDENT.

- SIGNIFICANCE: THIS ELECTION SPARKED WIDESPREAD DEBATE ABOUT THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE AND CALLS FOR REFORM.



5. DonaLp Trump (2016)

- ELECTION OVERVIEW: TRUMP SECURED THE PRESIDENCY DESPITE LOSING THE POPULAR VOTE.

- PoPULAR VOTE: HILLARY CLINTON RECEIVED NEARLY 2.9 MILLION MORE VOTES.

- ELECTORAL VOTE: TRUMP WON THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE DECISIVELY.

- OUTCOME: TRUMP’S INAUGURATION MARKED A SIGNIFICANT INSTANCE OF A CANDIDATE WITH FEWER POPULAR VOTES
BECOMING PRESIDENT.

- Discussion: THE 20 16 ELECTION REIGNITED CONVERSATIONS ABOUT THE FAIRNESS AND RELEVANCE OF THE ELECTORAL
COLLEGE.

ANALYZING THE IMPACT oF THESE OCCURRENCES

DEMOCRATIC LEGITIMACY AND PUBLIC PERCEPTION

- THESE INSTANCES OFTEN LEAD TO QUESTIONS ABOUT THE LEGITIMACY OF THE PRESIDENCY AND TRUST IN THE ELECTORAL
PROCESS.

- CRITICS ARGUE THAT THE SYSTEM CAN UNDERMINE THE PRINCIPLE OF MAJORITY RULE.

PoLITIcAL AND PoLicy IMPLICATIONS

- PRESIDENTS INAUGURATED AFTER LOSING THE POPULAR VOTE MAY FACE SKEPTICISM DOMESTICALLY AND INTERNATIONALLY.
- THE LEGITIMACY OF THEIR MANDATE CAN INFLUENCE THEIR ABILITY TO GOVERN EFFECTIVELY.

CALLS FOR ELECTORAL REFORM
- THESE CASES HAVE FUELED DEBATES ABOUT REPLACING OR REFORMING THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE.
- PROPOSALS INCLUDE:

- THe NATIONAL PoPuLAR VOTE INTERSTATE COMPACT.
- ABOLISHING THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE IN FAVOR OF DIRECT POPULAR ELECTION.

FACTOrRS CONTRIBUTING TO THESE OCCURRENCES
STATE-LEVEL VOTING DYNAMICS

- VARIANCE IN STATE POPULATIONS AND ELECTORAL VOTES.
- THE INFLUENCE OF SWING STATES VERSUS SAFE STATES.

ELECTORAL STRATEGIES

- CAMPAIGNS FOCUSING ON WINNING ELECTORAL VOTES IN KEY STATES RATHER THAN NATIONWIDE POPULARITY.
- THE IMPACT OF THIRD-PARTY CANDIDATES SPLITTING VOTES.

STRUCTURAL FEATURES OF THE ELECTORAL SYSTEM

- \WINNER-TAKES-ALL APPROACH AMPLIFIES THE EFFECT OF REGIONAL VOTING PATTERNS.
- DISPROPORTIONATE REPRESENTATION OF LESS POPULOUS STATES.

THe BroADER CONTEXT: IS THIS A FLAW OR A FEATURE?

W/HILE MANY VIEW THE DISCREPANCY BETWEEN POPULAR VOTES AND ELECTORAL OUTCOMES AS A FLAY, OTHERS SEE IT AS A
FEATURE DESIGNED TO BALANCE REGIONAL INTERESTS AND PREVENT DOMINATION BY HEAVILY POPULATED URBAN CENTERS.

ARGUMENTS SUPPORTING THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE



- PROTECTS SMALLER STATES' INFLUENCE.
- ENCOURAGES CANDIDATES TO CAMPAIGN ACROSS DIVERSE REGIONS.

ARGUMENTS AGAINST

- UNDERMINES THE PRINCIPLE OF MAJORITY RULE.
- CAN PRODUCE PRESIDENTS WHO DO NOT REFLECT THE POPULAR WILL.
- DISPROPORTIONATELY IMPACTS CERTAIN DEMOGRAPHICS AND REGIONS.

CoNcLUsIoN: THE ONGOING DEBATE AND FUTURE PROSPECTS

ON HOW MANY OCCASIONS DID AMERICANS INAUGURATE PRESIDENTIAL CANDIDATES WHO GOT FEWER POPULAR VOTES THAN
THEIR OPPONENTS—A QUESTION THAT TOUCHES ON CORE DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES AND THE MECHANICS OF AMERICAN
ELECTIONS. THE FIVE INSTANCES DISCUSSED—MOST RECENTLY IN 20 16—SERVE AS REMINDERS OF THE SYSTEM'S COMPLEXITIES
AND THE ONGOING DEBATE ABOUT ELECTORAL FAIRNESS.

AS DISCUSSIONS ABOUT ELECTORAL REFORM CONTINUE, THE BALANCE BETWEEN FEDERALISM, REGIONAL INTERESTS, AND
DEMOCRATIC REPRESENTATION REMAINS CENTRAL. W/HETHER FUTURE ELECTIONS WILL SEE SIMILAR DISCREPANCIES OR REFORMS
WILL BE IMPLEMENTED TO ALIGN THE ELECTORAL PROCESS MORE CLOSELY WITH THE POPULAR WILL REMAINS AN OPEN
QUESTION—ONE THAT WILL UNDOUBTEDLY DEFINE THE EVOLUTION OF AMERICAN DEMOCRACY FOR YEARS TO COME.

SUMMARY LIST OF PRESIDENTS INAUGURATED DESPITE LOSING THE PoPULAR VOTE

- Jonn QuINcY Abams (1824)
- RuTHErFORD B. HaYes (1876)
- BenJaMIN HarrISON (1888)

- GeorGE W. BusH (2000)

- DonaLp Trump (2016)

UNDERSTANDING THESE OCCURRENCES HELPS CONTEXTUALIZE ONGOING DEBATES ABOUT THE ELECTORAL COLLEGE AND THE
NATURE OF DEMOCRATIC REPRESENTATION IN THE UNITED STATES.
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