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Understanding the complexities of American history is essential for students, educators, and history
enthusiasts alike. One of the pivotal moments in the formation of the United States government was
the Great Compromise, also known as the Connecticut Compromise. This agreement addressed
significant disagreements during the Constitutional Convention of 1787 and laid the foundation for
the legislative structure of the United States. In this comprehensive article, we will explore the
details of the Great Compromise, clarify which statements are accurate regarding its content, and
understand its historical significance.

What Was the Great Compromise?

The Great Compromise was a crucial agreement reached during the Constitutional Convention to
resolve disputes between large and small states regarding representation in the legislative branch.
At the heart of the debate were two key proposals:

- The Virginia Plan: Favored by larger states, proposing representation based on population.
- The New Jersey Plan: Supported by smaller states, advocating for equal representation regardless

of size.

The compromise combined elements from both plans to create a balanced legislative structure,
leading to the establishment of a bicameral Congress.

Key Components of the Great Compromise

The statement, "It Included All," hints at the comprehensive nature of the Great Compromise. To
understand its accuracy, it’s vital to examine its core features:

1. Bicameral Legislature

- House of Representatives: Representation based on population, favoring larger states.
- Senate: Equal representation for each state, with two Senators per state, favoring smaller states.



2. Representation Based on Population

- The House of Representatives was designed to reflect the population size of each state, making it
more proportional.

3. Equal Representation for States

- The Senate provided each state with equal representation, regardless of size, to protect the
interests of smaller states.

4. The Connecticut Compromise

- The agreement was named after Connecticut (home of Roger Sherman), who was a key supporter
and contributor to the compromise.

5. Combined Legislative Powers

- The compromise created a two-chamber Congress, ensuring both proportional and equal
representation.

Which Statement About The Great Compromise Is
Accurate?

The question about the accuracy of statements regarding the Great Compromise often revolves
around its content and impact. Here, we analyze key statements to identify which is correct.

Statement A: It Included All Aspects of Both the Virginia and
New Jersey Plans

- Analysis: This statement is accurate. The Great Compromise incorporated the proportional
representation of the Virginia Plan and the equal representation of the New Jersey Plan, balancing
the interests of large and small states.

Statement B: It Was Only About Representation



- Analysis: Not entirely accurate. While representation was the primary issue, the compromise also
influenced the structure of Congress and the balance of power between states and the federal
government.

Statement C: It Created a Unicameral Legislature

- Analysis: Incorrect. The Great Compromise resulted in a bicameral legislature, with two chambers:
the House and the Senate.

Statement D: It Was Rejected by Small States

- Analysis: Incorrect. The compromise was designed to satisfy both large and small states, and it was
accepted as a fair solution.

Statement E: It Led to the Creation of the Executive Branch

- Analysis: Not directly. The Great Compromise primarily addressed legislative structure; the
creation of the executive branch was a separate part of the Constitution.

Why Was the Great Compromise Important?

Understanding the importance of the Great Compromise helps appreciate its role in shaping
American government.

1. Balanced Representation

- Ensured that both large and small states had a voice in legislation, preventing domination by
populous states.

2. Facilitated Constitution Adoption

- By resolving disputes, it helped garner support for the new Constitution.

3. Established Federalism



- Enabled a system where states shared power with the federal government, foundational to U.S.
governance.

4. Set Precedents for Legislative Structure

- The bicameral Congress remains the cornerstone of American legislative government.

Historical Context and Impact of the Great Compromise

An understanding of the historical context enhances comprehension of the compromise's
significance.

1. Disputes at the Constitutional Convention

- Key disagreements over representation threatened to derail the drafting of the Constitution.

2. The Role of Roger Sherman

- A prominent figure who proposed the Connecticut Compromise, emphasizing the importance of
negotiation and consensus.

3. Long-term Effects

- The compromise has endured for over two centuries, shaping the structure of American democracy.

4., Influence on Modern Politics

- Continues to influence debates over representation and legislative power.

Additional Facts About the Great Compromise

- The compromise was instrumental in uniting diverse states with conflicting interests.
- It laid the groundwork for the U.S. Congress, which remains the legislative body of the nation.



- The Senate’s equal representation aims to protect smaller states, while the House’s proportional
representation reflects population diversity.
- The compromise exemplifies the spirit of compromise essential for national unity.

Conclusion: The Accurate Statement About The Great
Compromise

Based on the detailed analysis, the most accurate statement is:
"It Included All Aspects of Both the Virginia and New Jersey Plans."

This statement captures the essence of the Great Compromise, emphasizing its role in blending
proportional and equal representation to create a balanced legislative structure. Understanding this
compromise is crucial to grasping the foundational principles of American government.

FAQs About The Great Compromise

Q1: Who proposed the Great Compromise?
Al: Roger Sherman of Connecticut proposed the compromise, bringing together ideas from both
plans.

Q2: Why was the Great Compromise necessary?
A2: It was necessary to resolve disagreements between states over representation and to ensure the
Constitutional Convention could proceed.

Q3: How does the Great Compromise affect today’s government?
A3: It established the structure of Congress, which remains unchanged and vital to U.S. legislative
processes.

Q4: Was the Great Compromise universally accepted?
A4: While it was broadly accepted, some delegates still had reservations, but it ultimately facilitated
the Constitution’s ratification.

In summary, the Great Compromise was a masterstroke of political negotiation, combining elements
of both the Virginia and New Jersey Plans to create a fair and functional legislative system. Its
inclusion of all relevant aspects from both plans makes the statement, "It Included AlL" an accurate
reflection of its comprehensive nature and lasting importance in American history.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main purpose of the Great Compromise in U.S.
history?

The main purpose was to create a bicameral legislature that balanced the interests of both small and
large states, combining the Virginia and New Jersey Plans.

Which statement about the Great Compromise is accurate
regarding its impact on legislative structure?

It included all provisions that established a Senate with equal representation for states and a House
of Representatives based on population.

Did the Great Compromise address the issue of proportional
representation?

Yes, it created the House of Representatives, where representation is proportional to each state's
population.

Was the Great Compromise instrumental in shaping the U.S.
Constitution?

Absolutely, it was crucial in resolving disputes between large and small states and forming the
framework of the legislative branch.

Which of the following is true about the Great Compromise's
provisions?

It included all key elements that established a two-chamber Congress with both equal and
proportional representation.

How did the Great Compromise influence the balance of power
between states?

It balanced power by giving small states equal representation in the Senate and larger states greater
influence in the House.

Is it accurate to say that the Great Compromise included all
the major disagreements about representation?

Yes, it addressed all major issues by combining elements from different plans to create a
compromise.



What role did the Great Compromise play during the
Constitutional Convention?

It served as a key agreement that allowed the convention to proceed and ultimately led to the
drafting of the Constitution.

Does the statement 'It included all' accurately describe the
Great Compromise?

Yes, it accurately summarizes that the compromise incorporated all essential aspects necessary to
resolve representation disputes.

Additional Resources
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The Great Compromise is one of the most pivotal moments in American history, shaping the
foundation of the United States government as we know it today. When examining the various
statements about the Great Compromise, it’s essential to understand its origins, key provisions, and
long-term impacts. This article aims to provide a detailed breakdown to clarify which statement
about the Great Compromise is accurate, especially focusing on the idea that "It included all"
elements proposed during the Constitutional Convention.

Understanding the Context of the Great Compromise

Before diving into the specific statement, it’s important to set the stage. The Great Compromise, also
known as the Connecticut Compromise, was proposed during the 1787 Constitutional Convention in
Philadelphia. Delegates from the larger states favored representation based on population, while
smaller states insisted on equal representation regardless of size. This disagreement threatened to
derail the drafting of the new Constitution.

The compromise was crafted to reconcile these differing interests, leading to a bicameral legislature
that balanced both perspectives. It combined elements of the Virginia Plan (favoring representation
by population) with the New Jersey Plan (favoring equal representation).

The Core Elements of the Great Compromise

The statement "It included all" suggests that the Great Compromise encompassed all proposed
features or ideas discussed during the Convention. To evaluate this, we need to identify what was
included:

1. Bicameral Legislature
- House of Representatives: Representation based on population, satisfying larger states.



- Senate: Equal representation for all states, with two senators each, satisfying smaller states.

2. Methods of Election
- Members of the House would be elected directly by the people.
- Senators would be chosen by state legislatures (a practice later changed by the 17th Amendment).

3. Representation and Power Distribution
- The compromise balanced power between large and small states.
- It addressed issues of taxation, representation, and federal authority.

Analyzing the Statement: "It Included All"

Now, let's critically analyze whether the statement that the Great Compromise "included all"
proposals or elements is accurate. This involves considering what was proposed, what was accepted,
and what was ultimately included in the final agreement.

Points Supporting "It Included All"

- Comprehensive Resolution: The compromise effectively combined the main competing proposals,
integrating both proportional and equal representation.

- Acceptance of Key Principles: It incorporated the core ideas from both the Virginia and New Jersey
Plans, which were the major competing visions at the Convention.

- Foundation for the Constitution: The compromise laid the groundwork for the structure of
Congress, which remains largely unchanged today.

Points Against "It Included All"

- Excluded Certain Ideas: The compromise did not include other proposals, such as:

- The complete abolition of the slave trade (which was later addressed in the 1808 ban).

- Specific rights or protections for individual states beyond congressional representation.

- The inclusion of a Bill of Rights at the outset (which was added later).

- Not All Proposals Were Adopted: Many ideas discussed during the Convention were discarded or
modified; the Great Compromise was a specific resolution, not a package of all proposals.

Clarifying the Accuracy of the Statement

Based on historical evidence, the statement that the Great Compromise "included all" proposals or
elements discussed at the Convention is not entirely accurate. Instead, it was a selective
compromise that incorporated the most critical and contentious issues related to congressional
representation. It did not encompass every idea, proposal, or debate from the Convention.

Why the Confusion?

- The phrase "included all" may stem from misunderstandings or oversimplifications common in
educational summaries.

- The Great Compromise is often presented as a comprehensive solution, but in reality, it was a
strategic resolution among many complex debates.



Summary: What Is the Accurate Statement?

The most accurate statement about the Great Compromise is that it successfully combined the
Virginia Plan's representation by population with the New Jersey Plan's equal representation to
create a bicameral legislature. It was a pivotal, but selective, resolution that addressed the primary
conflict between large and small states.

Key Takeaways

- The Great Compromise was crucial in shaping the U.S. Constitution.

- It specifically addressed the issue of legislative representation.

- It did not include all ideas discussed but focused on resolving the critical conflict over
representation.

- It established the structure of Congress that remains today, with the House representing the
people directly and the Senate representing states equally.

Final Thoughts

When evaluating statements about historical compromises like the Great Compromise, it’s essential
to distinguish between what was included and what was not. While it was a masterstroke in
diplomacy and structuring government, it was not an all-encompassing solution that incorporated
every proposal or idea from the Convention. Instead, it was a strategic and pragmatic compromise
that balanced competing interests and laid the foundation for American governance.

In conclusion, the statement that the Great Compromise "included all" proposals is inaccurate. The
true significance lies in its ability to synthesize key ideas into a workable framework, rather than
including every proposal discussed during the Convention.
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