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Please HelpIn This Assignment, You Will Rewrite A Scene From Twelfth
Nightpresenting It Either In Prose is a common request among students studying
William Shakespeare’s beloved comedy, Twelfth Night. This assignment challenges
students to demonstrate their understanding of the play’s themes, characters, and
language by transforming a dramatic scene into a prose narrative. Whether you're a
student seeking guidance or an educator looking to assist your pupils, understanding how
to effectively rewrite a Shakespearean scene into prose can deepen comprehension and
enhance literary skills. In this article, we will explore the importance of this assignment,
provide step-by-step strategies for rewriting scenes, and offer tips for creating engaging,
clear prose that captures the essence of Shakespeare’s work.

Understanding the Purpose of Rewriting a Scene
in Prose

Why Transform a Play Scene Into Prose?

Rewriting a scene from Twelfth Night into prose helps students grasp the play’s dialogue,
character motives, and thematic elements more deeply. It encourages close reading and
analysis by requiring students to interpret Shakespeare’s poetic language and convert it
into straightforward narration. This process also enhances writing skills, as students learn
to condense dialogue and action into clear, cohesive paragraphs.

Benefits for Students

Improved comprehension of complex language and themes

Enhanced ability to summarize and analyze literary texts

Development of creative writing skills

Better understanding of character development and plot progression

Preparation for exams and assignments that require analytical writing



Choosing the Right Scene to Rewrite

Factors to Consider

When selecting a scene for your prose rewrite, consider the following:

Scenes with significant character interactions or pivotal plot points

Scenes that showcase key themes or motifs

Scenes with distinctive language or memorable lines that can be paraphrased
effectively

Scenes that are manageable in length for your assignment scope

Examples of Notable Scenes

Some popular scenes often chosen for rewriting include:
e The opening scene with Sir Toby and Sir Andrew (Act I, Scene I)

e Olivia’s mourning and her conversation with Viola disguised as Cesario (Act I, Scene
V)

¢ Viola’s soliloquy about her love for Orsino (Act II, Scene II)

e Malvolio’s confusion and the prank played on him (Act II, Scene V)

Step-by-Step Guide to Rewriting a Scene in Prose

Step 1: Read and Analyze the Scene Carefully

Begin by reading the scene multiple times to understand:
e The characters involved
e The setting and mood
e The main events and conflicts

e Key lines and their significance



Take notes on character motivations and any metaphors or poetic language used.

Step 2: Identify the Main Actions and Dialogue

Break down the scene into:
e Major actions, such as characters entering, exiting, or performing specific deeds
 Significant dialogues that reveal character traits or advance the plot

e Important emotional moments and shifts in tone

Step 3: Create an Outline for Your Prose Version

Draft a simple outline that maps:
1. Who is involved
2. What happens at each step
3. How characters react or respond

4. The overall narrative flow

Step 4: Write the Scene in Clear, Concise Prose

Transform the dialogue and actions into narrative form. Focus on:

Describing characters’ actions and expressions

Summarizing dialogue where appropriate, or paraphrasing key lines

Maintaining the original tone and mood

Ensuring logical flow and coherence

Step 5: Revise and Edit

Review your prose for:
e Clarity and readability

e Accuracy in representing the original scene



e Proper grammar and punctuation

e Engagement and vivid descriptions

Adjust language to be more vivid or straightforward depending on your target audience.

Tips for Crafting an Effective Prose Rewrite

Capture the Essence of Shakespeare’s Language

While rewriting in prose, aim to preserve the play’s tone. Use descriptive language to
evoke the emotions and atmosphere, even without poetic verse.

Focus on Character Voice

Ensure that each character’s personality shines through in your narration. For example,
Malvolio’s pompous attitude or Sir Toby’s joviality should be evident in your descriptions.

Stay True to the Plot

Avoid adding or omitting crucial details that alter the story’s meaning. Your goal is to
faithfully represent the scene in a different format.

Use Vivid Descriptions

Bring scenes to life with sensory details—describe settings, characters’ expressions, and
actions to immerse the reader.

Sample Rewrite of a Scene from Twelfth Night in
Prose

Original Scene (Act I, Scene V): Olivia’s Conversation
with Viola (Disguised as Cesario)

In the original play, Viola, disguised as Cesario, pleads with Olivia to consider Orsino’s
love, leading Olivia to fall for Cesario’s charm, unaware of Viola’s true identity.



Prose Version of the Scene

Olivia sat in her chamber, her mind troubled by the unending grief for her brother.
Suddenly, her attendants announced the arrival of a young messenger, who introduced
himself as Cesario, a servant of the Duke Orsino. Olivia was intrigued by the confident yet
respectful manner of this young man. As Cesario spoke of Orsino’s love and implored
Olivia to consider his plea, Olivia found herself increasingly captivated by his words and
demeanor. She listened intently as Cesario described Orsino’s deep affection, all the while
unaware that this charming messenger was actually a woman in disguise—Viola herself.
Olivia’s heart fluttered unexpectedly, and she began to see Cesario not just as a servant,
but as a person of extraordinary allure and wit. Her feelings grew complicated; she was
caught between her duty, her grief, and an unanticipated attraction to Cesario. The scene
ended with Olivia’s resolve to reflect on her feelings, leaving Cesario to depart, unaware
of her own growing affection.

Note: In your rewrite, focus on describing characters’ expressions, setting details, and
internal thoughts to replace the poetic dialogue with engaging prose that still conveys the
scene’s emotional core.

Common Challenges and How to Overcome Them

Maintaining the Original Meaning

Ensure that your paraphrasing does not distort the original message or important themes.
Revisit the scene multiple times to confirm accuracy.

Balancing Description and Action

Avoid lengthy descriptions that slow down the narrative. Keep descriptions vivid but
concise, allowing the story to flow naturally.

Preserving Character Voice

While rewriting, stay true to each character’s personality. Use language and tone that
reflect their traits and speech patterns.

Conclusion: Mastering the Art of Scene Rewriting

Rewriting a scene from Twelfth Night into prose is a valuable exercise that enhances
comprehension, analytical skills, and creative expression. By carefully analyzing the scene,
breaking it down into manageable parts, and translating dialogue into vivid narration,
students can develop a deeper appreciation for Shakespeare’s craft. Remember to focus
on clarity, character voice, and emotional tone to produce an engaging and faithful prose
version. With practice and attention to detail, your rewritten scene can serve as a



powerful demonstration of your understanding of this timeless comedy.

If you need further assistance, consider consulting resources such as annotated editions of
Twelfth Night, online literary guides, or seeking feedback from teachers or peers. These
strategies will ensure your assignment not only meets the requirements but also
showcases your literary insight and writing ability.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the main elements to focus on when rewriting
a scene from Twelfth Night in prose?

When rewriting a scene from Twelfth Night in prose, focus on capturing the dialogue's
essence, the characters' emotions, the scene's setting, and the underlying themes,
ensuring the narrative remains engaging and true to the original tone.

How can I effectively convey the humor and wit of
Twelfth Night in prose form?

To convey humor and wit, use vivid descriptions, clever wordplay, and maintain the
original's tone of irony and satire, allowing readers to grasp the comedic timing and
character interactions through narrative techniques.

What challenges might I face when transforming a
Shakespearean scene into prose, and how can I
overcome them?

Challenges include preserving the poetic rhythm, character voice, and Elizabethan
language. Overcome these by emphasizing character personalities, simplifying archaic
language, and focusing on the scene's core emotions and actions.

Are there specific scenes from Twelfth Night that are
better suited for prose adaptation?

Scenes with strong dialogue and character interaction, such as the witty exchanges
between Viola and Olivia or Sir Toby and Maria, are well-suited for prose adaptation
because their humor and character dynamics translate effectively.

How can I ensure my rewritten scene remains faithful to
the original text while being in prose?

Maintain the original's intent, key dialogues, and themes. Use paraphrasing to preserve
meaning, and include descriptive narration to fill in context, ensuring the essence of the
scene remains intact.



What are some tips for making my prose version
engaging and vivid for readers?

Use descriptive language to set scenes, develop characters through their thoughts and
actions, incorporate sensory details, and vary sentence structure to maintain rhythm and
interest.

How can I analyze the scene's tone and mood to
accurately reflect it in my prose rewrite?

Identify the scene's emotional undercurrents, language style, and character interactions.
Use descriptive narration, tone-appropriate diction, and pacing to mirror the original
mood and atmosphere effectively.

Additional Resources

Please Help In This Assignment: Rewriting a Scene from Twelfth Night in Prose for
Critical Review

In the realm of literary studies and theatrical critique, the challenge of transforming a
Shakespearean scene into a compelling prose narrative remains a task of both precision
and creativity. Particularly when reimagining a scene from Twelfth Night, a play renowned
for its wit, complex characters, and layered themes, the task demands careful attention to
language, tone, and interpretive insight. This article aims to provide a comprehensive
guide to rewriting a selected scene from Twelfth Night in prose, suited for review sites or
journal publications, emphasizing analytical depth, clarity, and academic rigor.

Understanding the Context: The Significance of
Scene Selection in Twelfth Night

Before embarking on the rewriting process, it is crucial to grasp the importance of the
scene within the play’s overall structure and thematic fabric. Twelfth Night is a comedy
that explores themes of identity, love, deception, and social satire. Each scene contributes
uniquely—some advancing plot, others providing character insight or thematic resonance.

Choosing the Right Scene:

- Consider scenes that reveal key character traits or pivotal plot developments.

- Select scenes that lend themselves to rich prose narration—those with vivid dialogue,
emotional depth, or significant action.

- Think about the purpose of your rewrite: Is it to analyze character psychology? To
highlight thematic elements? Or to improve accessibility?



Example of a strategic choice:
The scene where Viola, disguised as Cesario, pleads with Olivia (Act 1, Scene 5) is rich in
emotional complexity and thematic layers, making it ideal for a detailed prose adaptation.

Approach to Rewriting a Scene in Prose

Transforming dramatic dialogue and action into prose involves several key steps:

1. Analyzing the Original Scene

- Identify the core elements: character intentions, emotional states, key dialogue, and
stage directions.

- Determine the scene’s purpose: What does this scene reveal or advance?

- Note stylistic features: Shakespeare’s use of wit, irony, poetic language, and rhetorical
devices.

2. Planning the Prose Narrative

- Establish narrative voice: Decide whether to use a third-person omniscient narrator, a
character’s perspective, or a blend.

- Structure the narration: Break down the scene into logical segments—setting, character
actions, internal monologue, and dialogue summaries.

- Balance description and dialogue: Retain the essence of character interactions while
providing descriptive context.

3. Recreating the Language and Tone

- Maintain thematic integrity: Reflect the humor, irony, or emotional tension.

- Simplify poetic language where necessary: Preserve meaning without sacrificing clarity.
- Use vivid descriptive language: To compensate for the absence of stage directions and
physical cues.

4. Editing and Refinement

- Ensure coherence: The narrative should flow smoothly.

- Preserve character voices: Even in prose, distinct character traits should shine through.
- Incorporate critical insights: Where applicable, include interpretive notes or analytical
commentary.



Sample Rewriting: Act 1, Scene 5 (Olivia and
Viola/Cesario)

Original Scene Summary

In this scene, Viola, disguised as Cesario, pleads with Olivia on Orsino’s behalf. Olivia is
captivated by Cesario’s charm and begins to develop feelings. Meanwhile, Viola struggles
internally, torn between her duty and her emotions.

Rewritten Scene in Prose

Olivia sat alone in her chamber, her thoughts swirling with the arrival of the mysterious
youth who had captivated her with his eloquence and humility. The door opened, and
Cesario entered—Viola, cloaked in her disguise, carrying a delicate mixture of confidence
and vulnerability.

“Madam,” Cesario began, bowing slightly, “I come as your humble servant, sent by my
lord to entreat your favor. He longs to see your face and hopes you might grant him a
moment’s audience.”

Olivia’s gaze lingered on Cesario, her heart quickening. She found herself drawn to his
earnestness, the sincerity in his voice. “Your words are kind, and your devotion apparent,”
she replied softly, “but I have already declared my affection for another. I cannot return
your lord’s love.”

Cesario’s eyes betrayed a flicker of longing, yet he maintained his composure. “Madam,
love is a mysterious force. It often finds its way into hearts unbidden. Perhaps, with
patience, your affections may change.”

Olivia hesitated, her cheeks flush with a mix of admiration and conflict. “You speak wisely,
yet my heart must steer its own course. Tell your lord that I hold his devotion in high
regard, but I cannot reciprocate it.”

As Cesario prepared to leave, Olivia’s gaze softened. “You are a remarkable young
man—so graceful in speech, so steadfast in purpose. I find myself intrigued by your words,
even as [ must hold firm in my resolve.”

After a moment, Cesario nodded respectfully. “Thank you, madam. I shall deliver your
message with all due sincerity.” With that, he departed, leaving Olivia alone, her mind
swirling with thoughts of love and longing.



Analytical Commentary on the Rewritten Scene

Character Portrayal:

The prose captures Viola’s internal conflict—her professionalism as Cesario contrasted
with her genuine feelings. Olivia’s fascination is emphasized through introspective
language, highlighting her emotional vulnerability.

Thematic Elements:

Themes of love’s unpredictability and social decorum are woven into the narrative. Olivia’s
hesitation reflects societal constraints, while Cesario’s earnestness embodies youthful
sincerity.

Narrative Technique:

Using third-person narration allows the writer to delve into characters’ internal states, a
feature that Shakespeare’s original dialogue suggests but does not explicitly state. This
approach provides clarity and depth, making the scene accessible yet layered.

Critical Considerations for Academic and Review
Publication

When preparing a scene rewrite for scholarly or review purposes, consider the following:

- Fidelity to Original Text:
While transforming dialogue into prose, ensure that the core meaning, tone, and character
nuances are preserved.

- Analytical Depth:
Accompany the rewrite with commentary discussing interpretive choices, thematic
implications, and character insights.

- Clarity and Accessibility:
Aim for prose that is engaging and clear, especially if the target audience includes readers
unfamiliar with Shakespearean language.

- Citation and Context:
Properly cite the original scene and provide context within the play’s narrative arc.

- Originality and Critical Voice:
Offer your interpretation or critique—how does this prose version shed new light on the
scene? Does it make the themes more accessible or reveal new layers?



Conclusion: The Value of Prose Reinterpretation

Rewriting a scene from Twelfth Night in prose is more than an exercise in transcription;
it’s an analytical act that bridges Elizabethan theatricality and contemporary literary
appreciation. It enables deeper understanding of character motivations, thematic richness,
and linguistic subtleties. For reviewers and scholars, such rewrites serve as tools for
critical engagement, offering fresh perspectives and enhancing accessibility.

By meticulously analyzing the original, thoughtfully planning the prose adaptation, and
critically examining the interpretive choices, writers can produce compelling, insightful
renditions of Shakespeare’s work suitable for publication or review. This process not only
deepens appreciation for Twelfth Night’s artistry but also exemplifies the enduring
relevance of Shakespeare’s insights into human nature.

In summary, whether for academic critique or literary review, rewriting a scene from
Twelfth Night in prose demands a careful balance of fidelity, clarity, and interpretive
depth. It transforms theatrical dialogue into narrative insight, fostering a richer
engagement with one of Shakespeare’s most beloved comedies.
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