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Understanding the profound themes in Marjane Satrapi’s Persepolis offers readers a window
into the tumultuous period of Iranian history through the eyes of a young girl. The excerpt
in question, where Marjane expresses her desire to become a prophet, encapsulates key
ideas about identity, faith, and the quest for meaning amid chaos. This article explores the
central themes of these panels, analyzing how Marjane’s aspirations reflect her
understanding of her environment, her innocence, and her developing sense of self. By
delving into the symbolism and context of these scenes, readers can appreciate the depth
of Satrapi’s storytelling and its relevance to broader discussions about adolescence,
religion, and societal change.

---

Understanding the Context of Persepolis

Before analyzing the specific panels where Marjane aspires to be a prophet, it’s essential to
understand the broader context of Persepolis. The graphic novel memoir recounts Satrapi’s
childhood and adolescence during and after the Iranian Revolution. The story is set against
a backdrop of political upheaval, religious fundamentalism, and cultural shifts that
profoundly impact personal identities.

Key historical points:

- The overthrow of the Shah and the rise of Islamic fundamentalism.
- The implementation of strict religious laws affecting daily life.
- The impact of war and censorship on Iranian society.
- Marjane's personal journey of questioning authority, faith, and her place in the world.

This historical setting influences Marjane’s perception of her surroundings and her desire to
find a meaningful role within her community.

---

The Panels: Marjane’s Aspiration to Be a Prophet

In the panels where Marjane declares her wish to become a prophet, several themes
emerge:



- Her innocence and youthful longing for significance.
- Her understanding of religious figures and their roles.
- Her desire to provide guidance and hope to others.
- The influence of her family’s religious beliefs and societal expectations.

Key elements in these panels include:

- Visual representation of Marjane’s youthful innocence.
- Symbolic imagery that hints at spiritual aspirations.
- Dialogue reflecting her aspirations and questions about her purpose.

---

The Central Idea: Marjane’s Desire for Meaning and
Guidance

At the heart of these panels is Marjane’s quest for identity and purpose, especially in a
society where religion and politics are intertwined. Her aspiration to be a prophet isn’t
merely a childish fantasy; it symbolizes her desire to be a source of hope, moral guidance,
and strength for her community.

Main themes include:

- Innocence and Idealism: Marjane’s youthful dream reflects her innocence and her belief in
the power of faith and moral authority.

- Search for Role Models: She looks up to religious figures, seeing them as sources of
wisdom and guidance.

- Rebellion and Resistance: Her desire to be a prophet can also be interpreted as a form of
resistance against the oppressive societal norms, seeking to carve out a meaningful role
within her world.

- The Intersection of Faith and Personal Identity: Marjane’s aspirations highlight her internal
struggle to reconcile her personal beliefs with the societal expectations imposed on her.

---

Analyzing the Symbolism in the Panels

Satrapi employs powerful imagery to depict Marjane’s aspirations. Some symbols include:

- Light and Darkness: Representing hope and despair, faith and doubt.
- Religious Attire or Symbols: Indicating her connection to religious identity.
- Youthful Expressions: Emphasizing innocence and the purity of her ambitions.



Examples of symbolism:

1. Prophet as a figure of enlightenment: Marjane’s desire to be a prophet symbolizes her
wish to bring enlightenment and hope to others.
2. Imagery of religious figures: Portray her admiration and fascination with spiritual leaders.
3. Juxtaposition of childhood and spirituality: Highlights the innocence of her aspirations
amid the complex social realities.

---

Implications of Marjane’s Aspirations

Marjane’s wish to become a prophet carries multiple implications:

Personal Aspirations

- A desire to influence others positively.
- An expression of her inner moral compass.
- A reflection of her curiosity about spirituality and leadership.

Societal Reflections

- The influence of religion in shaping societal roles.
- The tension between secularism and religious authority.
- The longing for hope and guidance during turbulent times.

Broader Cultural Significance

- The universal theme of adolescence seeking purpose.
- The critique of religious institutional authority.
- The exploration of identity formation under oppressive regimes.

---

Marjane’s Development and Evolving
Understanding

As the story progresses, Marjane’s understanding of what it means to be a prophet
deepens. Her initial innocence and idealism give way to a more nuanced perspective,
recognizing the complexities of religious authority and societal expectations.

Key developmental points:

- Her realization that prophets are not just figures of admiration but also face challenges
and responsibilities.
- Her awareness of the contradictions within her society’s religious practices.



- The importance of questioning authority and developing her moral independence.

This evolution underscores the importance of critical thinking and personal growth in
adolescence.

---

Conclusion: The Significance of Marjane’s
Aspiration

Marjane’s desire to become a prophet in Persepolis encapsulates a profound longing for
purpose, hope, and moral guidance amid chaos. It highlights her innocence, curiosity, and
the universal human quest to find meaning in a complex world. Through her aspirations,
Satrapi invites readers to reflect on the role of faith, identity, and resistance in shaping
one’s destiny.

The panels serve as a powerful reminder that adolescence is a time of exploration,
questioning, and the search for one’s place in society. Marjane’s journey from innocent
aspirations to a more mature understanding mirrors the broader human experience of
growth, resilience, and the quest for truth.

---

Key Takeaways

- The panels depict Marjane’s childhood dream of becoming a prophet, symbolizing her
desire to lead, inspire, and bring hope.
- Her aspirations are rooted in innocence but also reflect societal influences and personal
curiosity.
- The imagery and symbolism emphasize her spiritual quest and internal struggles.
- Her evolving understanding of religious authority mirrors her growth into a more critical
thinker.
- The themes explored in these panels resonate universally, highlighting adolescence’s
complex journey toward self-discovery.

By appreciating these themes, readers gain a deeper understanding of Persepolis’s rich
narrative and the universal human experience of seeking meaning amidst adversity.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme conveyed in the excerpt from



Persepolis where Marjane aspires to be a prophet?
The excerpt explores themes of innocence, idealism, and the desire for spiritual
significance, highlighting Marjane's youthful dreams of becoming a prophet to bring change
or understanding.

How do the panels depict Marjane's aspirations to
become a prophet?
The panels illustrate her imaginative and hopeful mindset, showing her imagining herself as
a prophet and emphasizing her longing to have a meaningful, impactful role.

What does Marjane's desire to be a prophet reveal
about her personality and worldview?
It reveals her innocence, curiosity, and her desire to find purpose and make sense of the
world around her, reflecting her idealism at a young age.

How does the visual imagery in the panels support the
central idea of Marjane wanting to be a prophet?
The imagery often uses symbolic elements like light, visions, or spiritual symbols to depict
her aspirations, reinforcing her dreamy, hopeful outlook.

In what ways does Marjane's aspiration to be a prophet
connect to the larger themes of the Persepolis memoir?
It connects to themes of identity, faith, and political upheaval, illustrating her search for
meaning amid a turbulent socio-political environment.

Why is Marjane’s desire to become a prophet
considered a form of childhood innocence?
Because it reflects her unfiltered, imaginative view of the world before she fully
understands complex societal realities, showcasing her innocence and idealism.

How do the panels convey the contrast between
Marjane’s childhood dreams and the reality she faces?
They juxtapose her lofty aspirations with visual cues of the harsh realities around her,
highlighting the gap between her dreams and her environment.

What role does Marjane’s cultural and political context
play in shaping her desire to be a prophet?
Her cultural background and the political upheaval she witnesses inspire her to see spiritual



leadership as a means to bring about change or understanding.

How can readers interpret Marjane’s wish to be a
prophet in terms of her personal growth and
development?
It symbolizes her initial hopes and dreams, which evolve over time as she confronts reality,
helping readers understand her journey from innocence to maturity.
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Persepolis, a graphic novel by Marjane Satrapi, offers a compelling and personal account of
growing up during the Islamic Revolution in Iran. The excerpt titled "Marjane Wants To Be A
Prophet" delves into the young protagonist’s aspirations, her understanding of spirituality,
and her desire for guidance and influence amidst a turbulent socio-political landscape. This
segment illuminates Marjane's complex relationship with religion, identity, and her quest
for purpose, making it a rich subject for analysis. In this article, we explore the central
themes of these panels, unpack their significance, and discuss their impact on the reader’s
understanding of Marjane’s character and the broader narrative.

---

Understanding the Context of the Excerpt

Historical and Cultural Backdrop
The panels in question are set against the backdrop of the Iranian Revolution, a period
marked by upheaval, repression, and a redefinition of cultural identity. During this time,
many Iranians grappled with the clash between modernity and tradition, secularism and
religious fundamentalism. Marjane, as a young girl, is navigating these complex realities
while also grappling with her personal spiritual beliefs.

Marjane’s Personal Journey
At the core of these panels is Marjane’s youthful idealism and her fascination with
spirituality. Her desire to be a prophet symbolizes her aspiration to embody a moral and
spiritual authority—someone who can lead, guide, and inspire others. This desire reflects
her innocence, her yearning for significance, and her attempt to find her place in a world
that’s rapidly changing.

---



The Central Idea of the Panels

Marjane’s Aspiration to Be a Prophet
The main theme centers on Marjane’s wish to be a prophet, which reveals her innocent yet
profound longing to have a meaningful influence. She perceives prophets as figures of
moral integrity, wisdom, and spiritual authority, and she aspires to embody these qualities.

Childhood and Spirituality
The panels highlight how childhood perceptions of religion and spirituality are often
characterized by imagination and idealism. Marjane’s desire to be a prophet underscores
her innocent understanding of what it means to lead and serve others. It also reflects her
admiration for figures she perceives as morally upright.

Conflict Between Personal Beliefs and Societal
Expectations
Interestingly, the panels subtly hint at the tension between Marjane’s personal aspirations
and the societal expectations placed upon her, especially in a context where religion is
intertwined with political authority. Her wish to be a prophet can be seen as both an
innocent childhood fantasy and a metaphor for her desire to find a righteous voice in a
world that often suppresses individual expression.

---

Analyzing the Panels: Visual and Textual
Elements

Visual Representation
The artwork in Persepolis is minimalistic yet expressive, using stark black-and-white
imagery that underscores the gravity of the themes. In these panels, Marjane’s expressive
face and posture convey her earnestness and youthful idealism.

Pros:
- The simplicity of the drawings makes her aspirations more universal.
- Facial expressions and body language effectively communicate her innocence and
longing.

Cons:
- Minimal detail may limit the depth of emotional nuance for some viewers.
- The abstract style can sometimes leave interpretive gaps about her internal thoughts.



Textual Narration and Dialogue
Marjane’s narration provides insight into her internal world. Her words reflect her
admiration for prophets and her desire to emulate them, serving as a window into her
psyche.

Pros:
- The narration is candid and direct, making her aspirations clear.
- It offers a glimpse into the innocence of childhood beliefs.

Cons:
- The simplicity of her language may oversimplify the complex themes of faith and
authority.
- It might lead readers to interpret her desire as purely naive, overlooking deeper
existential questions.

---

Thematic Significance and Broader Implications

The Intersection of Childhood and Faith
The panels exemplify how children often view religion and morality through a lens of
admiration and simplicity. Marjane’s desire to be a prophet is emblematic of a universal
childhood inclination to idolize figures of authority and moral clarity.

Pros:
- Highlights the purity of childhood beliefs.
- Serves as a commentary on how societal roles are perceived through innocence.

Cons:
- May risk romanticizing childhood naivete at the expense of acknowledging complex
realities.

Symbolism and Metaphor
Marjane’s wish to be a prophet functions as a metaphor for her quest for moral guidance
and her desire to make sense of her world. It also symbolizes her attempt to reconcile her
personal beliefs with the external chaos around her.

Pros:
- Adds depth to her character development.
- Encourages readers to reflect on the nature of leadership and moral authority.

Cons:
- Might be misunderstood as an overly simplistic or naive aspiration rather than a profound
symbolic gesture.



Impact on the Reader’s Understanding
This excerpt deepens our understanding of Marjane as a multi-dimensional
character—innocent yet insightful, idealistic yet aware of the complexities of her
environment.

Pros:
- Humanizes her amidst political upheaval.
- Invites empathy and reflection on childhood innocence.

Cons:
- Some may interpret her aspirations as unrealistic or overly idealistic, potentially
diminishing her complexity.

---

Features and Pros/Cons Summary

Features:
- Personal narrative style that combines visuals and narration.
- Minimalistic artwork emphasizing emotional expression.
- Themes of innocence, spirituality, identity, and societal influence.

Pros:
- Engages readers with relatable childhood fantasies.
- Provides visual clarity to emotional states.
- Encourages reflection on the nature of leadership and morality.

Cons:
- Artistic simplicity may limit nuanced interpretation.
- The naivety of the protagonist might be mistaken for superficiality.
- The excerpt’s brevity may leave some themes underexplored.

---

Conclusion: The Significance of Marjane’s
Aspiration

The panels depicting Marjane’s desire to be a prophet serve as a powerful exploration of
childhood innocence, spiritual aspiration, and the search for moral guidance. They
encapsulate a universal human longing—to influence, to lead, and to find meaning in a
chaotic world—through the lens of a young girl’s imagination and idealism. This excerpt not
only offers insight into Marjane’s character but also prompts readers to reflect on the ways
societal upheaval influences personal beliefs and aspirations. Ultimately, it underscores the
enduring human quest for truth, morality, and purpose amidst turbulence.



In understanding these panels, readers gain a richer appreciation of Persepolis as a memoir
that balances personal narrative with broader social commentary. It reminds us that even
in the most complex and oppressive environments, innocence and hope persist, inspiring us
to consider our own aspirations for leadership and moral integrity.
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