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Read The Following Scene From Trifles.COUNTY ATTORNEY. Let's Talk About That
Later, Mr. Hale. I Do Want is a pivotal line from Susan Glaspell’s one-act
play Trifles, encapsulating the tension, curiosity, and underlying themes
that run throughout the narrative. This scene offers a microcosm of the
play’s broader exploration of gender roles, justice, and the significance of
seemingly trivial details. In this article, we will delve into the
significance of this scene, analyze its characters and dialogue, and discuss
its importance in the context of the play and its themes.

---

Understanding the Context of the Scene

The Play’s Background
Trifles was written in 1916 by Susan Glaspell, inspired by a real-life murder
case she reported on as a journalist. The play is set in a rural farmhouse
where the murder of Mr. Wright has taken place, and the investigation is
underway. The scene in question involves county officials—namely, the County
Attorney and Mr. Hale—who are examining the Wright household for clues.

The Scene’s Primary Focus
The scene captures a moment of investigation where the men are dismissive of
the domestic space, considering it insignificant, or "trifles," as they
dismissingly refer to household items. Meanwhile, the women, Mrs. Hale and
Mrs. Peters, observe these details more carefully, recognizing their
importance in understanding the motive behind the crime.

---

Analyzing the Line: "Let's Talk About That
Later, Mr. Hale. I Do Want"



The Significance of the Dialogue
The line embodies several layers of meaning:
- The Men’s Attitude: The County Attorney’s dismissive tone reflects the
broader societal attitude at the time, which undervalues women’s domestic
work and perspectives.
- The Women’s Perspective: Mrs. Hale’s reply signifies their awareness of the
importance of the domestic clues that the men overlook.
- Underlying Tension: There’s an undercurrent of tension and secrecy, as the
women recognize vital evidence related to the murder but choose to withhold
it from the men.

Contextual Meaning within the Scene
In the scene, the men are trying to analyze the case from a legal and
forensic standpoint, often ignoring the domestic environment. Mrs. Hale’s
response indicates her intention to discuss certain findings privately,
hinting at her understanding of the moral and emotional undercurrents that
the men fail to see.

---

Thematic Elements Highlighted in This Scene

Gender Roles and Domestic Space
Trifles challenges the societal norms that dismiss women’s domestic roles as
trivial. The scene exemplifies how women’s observations—regarding household
items, kitchen tools, and domestic routines—are crucial to understanding the
story behind the crime.

Justice and Morality
The play questions what constitutes justice—whether it is achieved solely
through legal procedures or if moral understanding, often based on empathy
and perception of domestic life, also plays a role.

Secrets and Hidden Evidence
Mrs. Hale and Mrs. Peters recognize that the domestic space holds clues to
the motive—clues that the men are too blind or dismissive to see. The line
underscores the silent acknowledgment that important evidence is being kept
from the male investigators.

---



Character Analysis in the Scene

County Attorney
- Represents authority and the legal system.
- Dismissive of domestic details.
- His attitude underscores societal undervaluing of women’s work.

Mr. Hale
- A neighbor and friend of the Wrights.
- Slightly more sympathetic but still influenced by societal norms.
- His dialogue indicates a focus on the case rather than the emotional or
moral context.

Mrs. Hale and Mrs. Peters
- Represent women’s intuition and moral insight.
- Recognize the importance of domestic clues.
- Their dialogue and silence reveal awareness and complicity.

---

Implications of the Scene for the Play’s Themes

Foreshadowing and Climax
The scene hints at the climax where women choose to conceal evidence,
highlighting themes of moral justice versus legal justice.

Symbolism of "Trifles"
The term "trifles" symbolizes the societal tendency to dismiss women's roles
and insights. The scene emphasizes that these "trifles" are actually vital to
understanding the truth.

Empowerment and Solidarity
The women’s decision to withhold evidence reflects their silent solidarity
and empowerment, challenging patriarchal authority.

---



Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of the Scene

The scene featuring the line "Let's Talk About That Later, Mr. Hale. I Do
Want" encapsulates the core of Trifles—a critique of gender roles, an
exploration of justice, and a recognition of hidden truths within domestic
life. It demonstrates how seemingly insignificant details can reveal profound
truths, especially when viewed through an empathetic and perceptive lens.

Today, this scene remains relevant as it encourages audiences to consider the
value of overlooked perspectives and the importance of listening to
marginalized voices. Whether in literature, social justice, or everyday life,
Trifles reminds us that what society dismisses as trivial might hold the key
to understanding the deeper story.

---

Further Reading and Resources

SparkNotes Summary and Analysis of Trifles

Encyclopedia Britannica on Trifles

NovelGuide’s Analysis of Trifles

---

Final Thoughts
The scene from Trifles where the County Attorney dismisses the domestic clues
illustrates a fundamental critique of societal norms—highlighting how
gendered perceptions influence justice and understanding. Recognizing the
significance of these "trifles" challenges us to rethink the value we assign
to different kinds of knowledge and experience, making Glaspell’s play a
timeless piece of social commentary.

---

This detailed exploration of the scene aims to shed light on its literary,
thematic, and societal implications, emphasizing its importance in
understanding Trifles as a powerful commentary on gender and justice.

https://www.sparknotes.com/lit/trifles/
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Trifles-play-by-Glaspell
https://www.novelguide.com/trifles


Frequently Asked Questions

What is the context of the scene where the County
Attorney says, 'Let's talk about that later, Mr.
Hale. I do want' in 'Trifles'?
In this scene, the County Attorney is discussing the murder case with Mr.
Hale and others, indicating that they are focusing on gathering evidence
first before addressing certain details or suspicions.

How does the County Attorney's remark reflect the
investigative approach in 'Trifles'?
His statement suggests a methodical approach, emphasizing the importance of
examining facts carefully before jumping to conclusions, which aligns with
the play's themes of careful observation and uncovering hidden truths.

What significance do the 'trifles' have in this
scene and the overall plot of 'Trifles'?
The 'trifles' refer to seemingly insignificant household objects that, upon
closer inspection, reveal crucial clues about the motive and circumstances of
the murder, highlighting themes of female intuition and attention to detail.

Why does the County Attorney choose to delay
discussing certain points with Mr. Hale in
'Trifles'?
He likely wants to continue collecting evidence and avoid prejudging the case
prematurely, ensuring that their investigation remains objective and
thorough.

How does this scene exemplify the play's critique of
gender roles and societal expectations?
The scene underscores how the male characters overlook 'trifles' as
insignificant, while the female characters recognize their importance,
highlighting societal tendencies to dismiss women's perspectives and
insights.

What does the dialogue reveal about the characters'
attitudes towards the investigation in 'Trifles'?
It shows that the County Attorney and others are focused on legal procedures,
possibly dismissing the emotional and intuitive insights that the women later



demonstrate are vital to understanding the case.

In what way does the phrase 'Let's talk about that
later' indicate the tension or suspense in the
scene?
It suggests that there are underlying concerns or discoveries that the
characters wish to keep private or explore further before discussing
publicly, adding to the suspense.

How does the play 'Trifles' use dialogue like this
to develop its themes of justice and perception?
The dialogue illustrates the contrast between superficial legal focus and
deeper understanding, emphasizing how perception and attention to detail
influence notions of justice.

What role do the characters' dialogue choices play
in advancing the story's message about gender and
social dynamics?
Their dialogue reflects societal attitudes, with male characters often
dismissing women's insights, while the women uncover truths through their
careful observation of 'trifles,' challenging gender stereotypes.

How is the tone of this scene indicative of the
overall mood in 'Trifles'?
The tone is cautious and deliberate, mirroring the play's mood of quiet
tension, introspection, and the gradual uncovering of hidden truths beneath
mundane appearances.

Additional Resources
Read The Following Scene From Trifles.COUNTY ATTORNEY. Let's Talk About That
Later, Mr. Hale. I Do Want — this pivotal line from Susan Glaspell’s Trifles
encapsulates the tension, gender dynamics, and thematic depth that permeate
the play. In this detailed analysis, we will explore the significance of this
scene, unpack the layered dialogue, and understand how Glaspell masterfully
uses seemingly trivial details—trifles—to critique societal norms and reveal
deeper truths about justice, gender roles, and human perception.

---

Introduction: The Power of a Single Line in Trifles



The line "Let's talk about that later, Mr. Hale. I do want"—delivered by the
County Attorney—serves as a critical turning point in Trifles. At first
glance, it appears to be a simple, polite response, but within the context of
the scene, it signifies much more. It hints at underlying tensions, unspoken
truths, and the play’s broader commentary on how societal roles influence
understanding and justice.

This scene, where the County Attorney, the sheriff, and Mr. Hale interact
with the Wright household's environment and the women characters, embodies
the clash between official investigation and intuitive understanding. As we
explore this scene, we will see how Glaspell elevates mundane details into
symbols of larger social realities.

---

Setting the Scene: Context and Characters

The Characters
- County Attorney: Represents the law and official authority, often
dismissive of women’s perspectives.
- Mr. Hale: A neighbor and friend of the Wright family, concerned but
somewhat conventional.
- Sheriff: The law enforcement officer, focused on evidence and order.
- Mrs. Hale and Mrs. Peters: The women characters, who observe and interpret
the domestic space and its 'trifles.'

The Setting
The scene takes place in the Wright household, which has become a site of
investigation after the murder of Mr. Wright. The environment is sparse, with
domestic items that seem insignificant but hold symbolic weight.

---

Analyzing the Line: “Let’s talk about that later, Mr. Hale. I do want”

The Context of the Line

This line occurs during a moment of tension when the men are examining the
kitchen and living space, searching for concrete evidence. The women, Mrs.
Hale and Mrs. Peters, observe quietly, noticing details the men dismiss as
insignificant. The County Attorney’s remark reveals a desire to focus on
legal evidence rather than domestic or emotional clues.

The Underlying Meaning

- Politeness masking authority: The phrase “let’s talk about that later”
suggests a desire to defer discussion, possibly to avoid confronting
uncomfortable truths.
- Dismissal of women’s insights: The phrase indicates an undercurrent of
dismissiveness toward the women’s perspective, reflecting societal attitudes
of the time.



- Implied intrigue or realization: The phrase “I do want” hints that the
speaker is aware of something important but chooses to delay the
conversation, perhaps out of politeness or strategic silence.

---

Thematic Significance of the Scene

1. The Contrast Between Law and Intuition

This scene underscores the play’s core theme: the tension between formal law
and intuitive understanding. The men rely on physical evidence—murder
weapons, fingerprints—while the women interpret domestic details, leading to
a deeper understanding of motive and emotional context.

2. Gender Roles and Societal Expectations

The line encapsulates the societal tendency to dismiss women’s insights as
trivial, or trifles, reinforcing gender stereotypes. The law’s focus on
tangible evidence contrasts with the women’s recognition of emotional and
domestic clues, which the men overlook.

3. Justice and Humanity

Glaspell challenges the idea that justice is purely about legal evidence. The
scene suggests that understanding human motives requires empathy and
attention to subtle, domestic details—elements traditionally associated with
women’s roles.

---

Symbolism and Key Details in the Scene

The Domestic Trifles as Symbols

Throughout the scene, items such as the broken birdcage, the dead canary, and
the unfinished quilting become symbols:

- The dead bird: Represents the silent suffering of Mrs. Wright and perhaps
her emotional state.
- The broken quilting: Signifies frustration, emotional distress, or a break
from societal expectations.
- The empty birdcage: Symbolizes loss, confinement, and the suppression of
women’s voices.

The Women’s Discovery

Mrs. Hale and Mrs. Peters piece together these symbols, revealing Mrs.
Wright’s emotional turmoil and possible motive for murder. Their quiet
understanding is contrasted with the men’s superficial investigation.



---

The Power Dynamics in the Scene

Authority and Dismissiveness

The County Attorney’s line reflects a paternalistic attitude, assuming that
women’s observations are insignificant in legal investigations. His
dismissiveness reveals societal power structures that minimize women's
insights.

Women’s Subversion

By choosing to withhold critical evidence—like the dead bird—the women assert
moral agency, subtly challenging the authority of the law and societal norms.

---

Critical Analysis: Why is This Scene Significant?

1. It Highlights the Limitations of Formal Justice

The scene demonstrates that justice, when based solely on physical evidence,
may overlook the emotional and psychological realities of individuals. The
law’s focus on trifles—the domestic details—serves as a critique of legal
systems that ignore human complexity.

2. It Emphasizes the Value of Women’s Perspectives

Glaspell’s portrayal of Mrs. Hale and Mrs. Peters underscores the importance
of empathy and intuition. Their understanding of Mrs. Wright’s emotional
state reveals truths that the men’s investigation misses.

3. It Challenges Societal Norms

The scene critiques gender stereotypes, showing that women’s domestic
knowledge is vital and insightful, even if society dismisses it as trivial.

---

Practical Takeaways for Readers

- Recognize the significance of the ‘trifles’: Small details can carry
profound meaning.
- Question societal biases: Be aware of how authority figures may dismiss
certain perspectives.
- Value intuition and empathy: Understanding human motives often requires
looking beyond tangible evidence.

---



Conclusion: Reflection on the Scene’s Impact

The line "Let's talk about that later, Mr. Hale. I do want" from Trifles
encapsulates a subtle yet powerful critique of societal and legal systems. It
exemplifies how seemingly minor details—trifles—can unveil truths about human
emotion, gender dynamics, and justice. Glaspell’s masterful use of dialogue
and symbolism elevates this scene from a simple investigation to a profound
commentary on the importance of perspective, empathy, and the often-
overlooked insights of women.

By analyzing this scene, readers gain a deeper appreciation for Trifles’s
enduring relevance and the play’s call to look beyond surface appearances to
understand the complexities of human experience. Whether in literature, law,
or everyday life, paying attention to the “trifles” can lead to profound
understanding and justice.
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