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The myth of Midas is one of the most enduring stories from Greek mythology, retold by many authors
over centuries. Among them, Thomas Bulfinch offers a vivid and accessible retelling that captures the
essence of this fascinating legend. In this article, we will explore Bulfinch’s version of the myth, delve
into its themes, and address the intriguing question related to Bacchus and a certain event involving
Midas. Whether you’re a mythology enthusiast or a curious reader, this comprehensive guide aims to
deepen your understanding of the story and its significance.

The Myth of Midas: An Overview

Thomas Bulfinch’s retelling of Midas’s story offers a clear narrative that highlights the key elements of
the myth. Midas was a king renowned for his wealth and love of gold, but his story takes a turn when
he encounters the god Bacchus (Dionysus in Greek mythology).

Who Was Midas?

Midas was a king of Phrygia, famed for his riches and love for luxury.

He was known for his hospitality and generosity, often hosting feasts and celebrations.

His greatest desire was wealth, which led him to seek the favor of gods and mortals alike.

The Encounter with Bacchus

According to Bulfinch’s retelling, Midas’s story begins when he encounters Bacchus, the god of wine
and revelry. Midas was hosting a festival in honor of Bacchus, and the god, pleased with Midas’s
hospitality, wished to reward him.

The Question of the Donkey Ears

One of the most famous episodes involves Midas receiving a special gift from Bacchus — the ability to
understand and speak with animals. However, this gift leads to unintended consequences, especially
when Midas reveals his secret during a conversation with his barber.



The Disguise and the Secret

- Midas’s barber, unaware that Midas can now understand animals, whispers his secret to a pond’s
reeds.
- The reeds then whisper the secret to the wind, revealing Midas’s secret to the world.
- Midas’s embarrassment and shame lead him to wish for his ears to be hidden.

The Midas Ears and the Reeds

- Midas orders the reeds to be cut and made into a flute.
- The wind, passing over the reeds, produces the sound of Midas’s secret, symbolizing the inescapable
nature of truth.

The "Golden Touch": Midas’s Greed and Its
Consequences

The most famous part of Midas’s myth is his wish for the power to turn everything he touches into
gold, granted by Bacchus as a favor.

The Gift of the Golden Touch

Midas wishes that everything he touches turns to gold, hoping to increase his wealth.

Bacchus grants his wish, warning Midas to be careful.

The Downside of Greed

- Midas’s new power quickly becomes a curse when he accidentally turns his food, drink, and even his
daughter into gold.
- Realizing the destructive nature of his greed, Midas prays to Bacchus to undo the gift.
- Bacchus instructs Midas to wash in the river Pactolus, which then becomes rich with gold-bearing
sands.

The Lesson of Moderation

The myth of Midas teaches a vital lesson about greed and the importance of moderation. Midas’s
desire for wealth blinds him to the true value of life and human relationships.



Answering the Question: Bacchus, On A Certain

The question, “Bacchus, on a certain” relates to a specific event or aspect of the myth involving
Bacchus. Drawing from Bulfinch’s retelling and the broader mythological context, the phrase alludes
to Bacchus’s role in rewarding or punishing Midas.

The Context of Bacchus’s Involvement

- Bacchus, as the god of wine, revelry, and ecstasy, is often associated with celebration and divine
reward.
- In the myth, Bacchus’s favor is shown through the gift of the golden touch, but it also carries a
warning about excess.

The Significance of the Event

The “certain” event refers to Midas’s wish for the golden
touch, which Bacchus grants as a test of his character.

The event underscores the dangers of greed and hubris.

It highlights the importance of respecting divine gifts and
recognizing their limits.

The myth demonstrates that divine favor can be fickle,
rewarding virtue but punishing excess.

Lessons and Moral Themes in the Myth of Midas

Thomas Bulfinch’s retelling emphasizes several moral lessons



embedded in the myth:

The Dangers of Greed

- Midas’s insatiable desire for wealth leads to suffering,
illustrating the destructive nature of greed.

The Value of Moderation

- The story advocates for moderation and appreciation of
life’s intangible qualities, such as love and friendship.

The Consequences of Foolish Wishes

- Midas’s wish for gold demonstrates that desires, if granted
without thought, can backfire.

The Influence of the Midas Myth in Culture

The story of Midas has permeated art, literature, and popular
culture, serving as a symbol of greed and the perils of
materialism.

In Literature and Art



- Artists and writers have depicted Midas’s story to explore
themes of greed and hubris.
- The phrase “Midas touch” has become synonymous with
wealth and success.

Modern Interpretations

- The myth is often referenced in discussions about wealth,
greed, and the importance of humility.
- It serves as a cautionary tale in contemporary finance and
business contexts.

Conclusion

Thomas Bulfinch’s retelling of the Greek myth "Midas" offers a
rich narrative filled with lessons about greed, humility, and
divine justice. The story’s enduring appeal lies in its universal
themes and the vivid imagery that illustrates the
consequences of unchecked desire. The question involving
Bacchus and a certain event highlights the complex
relationship between mortals and gods, emphasizing that
divine gifts are not to be taken lightly.

By understanding the myth’s moral lessons and cultural
significance, readers can appreciate its timeless relevance.
Whether viewed as a caution against greed or as a reflection
on human folly, the story of Midas continues to resonate
across generations, reminding us of the importance of
moderation and wisdom.



---
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Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main story of King Midas as retold by Thomas
Bulfinch?

The story of King Midas, as retold by Bulfinch, centers on his
wish that everything he touches turn into gold, which initially
seems a blessing but soon becomes a curse when he cannot
eat or touch his loved ones, leading to his regret and the
eventual reversal of his wish.

How does Bacchus (Dionysus) relate to the story of King
Midas?

In some versions of the myth, Bacchus is connected to Midas
through the story of the golden touch, as Midas is granted
this wish by Dionysus (Bacchus) after aiding his followers or
as a punishment, emphasizing the divine influence in the
myth.



What lesson or moral does Thomas Bulfinch highlight in his
retelling of Midas's myth?

Bulfinch's retelling emphasizes the dangers of greed and the
importance of moderation, illustrating that excessive desire
for wealth can lead to suffering and that true happiness lies
beyond material riches.

What role does the character of Bacchus play in the myth of
Midas in Bulfinch's version?

In Bulfinch's retelling, Bacchus is portrayed as the god who
grants Midas's wish or punishes him for his hubris, reinforcing
the divine influence and moral lessons about respecting the
gods and the consequences of one's actions.

How does Bulfinch's retelling of Midas differ from older
versions of the myth?

Bulfinch's version tends to emphasize the moral and
philosophical lessons behind the myth, presenting it in a way
that underscores human folly and divine justice, often
simplifying or clarifying the story for a broader audience.

What is the significance of the 'On A Certain' reference in the
context of Bulfinch's retelling of the myth?

The phrase 'On A Certain' likely refers to the specific episode
or lesson within the myth, highlighting a particular moral or
event, such as Midas's wish or his subsequent regret,



emphasizing the story's universal themes of greed and
humility.

Additional Resources

Read The Greek Myth "Midas" Retold By Thomas Bulfinch And
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In the rich tapestry of Greek mythology, few stories have
endured as vividly as that of King Midas. Retold by the
esteemed 19th-century author Thomas Bulfinch, the myth of
Midas encapsulates themes of greed, folly, and divine
intervention. Alongside this narrative, the mention of Bacchus
(the Roman counterpart of Dionysus) introduces a fascinating
layer of divine influence and the intricate relationships
between gods and mortals. This article explores the retelling
of the Midas myth, delves into the role of Bacchus within it,
and examines the profound lessons embedded in these
ancient stories.

Thomas Bulfinch’s Retelling of the Midas Myth

Thomas Bulfinch, in his comprehensive compilation "Bulfinch’s
Mythology," aims to distill complex Greek myths into
accessible stories for readers of all ages. His retelling of the
Midas myth exemplifies this approach, emphasizing moral
lessons and narrative clarity.



The Origin of Midas and His Greed

Bulfinch begins by describing Midas as a king endowed with
wealth, power, and a penchant for indulging in pleasures. His
excessive love for gold and material riches sets the stage for
the divine punishment to come. The myth recounts how
Midas, through a fortunate or perhaps foolish act, gains a
special favor from the gods—specifically, the ability to turn
everything he touched into gold.

The Gift and Its Consequences

The story vividly narrates how Midas, pleased with his
newfound power, begins to transform all he touches into
gold—food, drink, even loved ones. Bulfinch emphasizes the
tragic irony of this gift: what initially seems a blessing quickly
becomes a curse. Midas’s joy turns to despair when he
realizes he cannot eat or embrace his daughter, as everything
is turned to cold metal.

The Divine Intervention and the Reversal

In Bulfinch’s retelling, the gods intervene once they see
Midas’s suffering. Dionysus (Bacchus), the god of wine and
revelry, is central to this part of the story. Midas pleads for
relief, and Dionysus instructs him to wash away the “golden
touch” in the river Pactolus. Midas does so, and the curse is
lifted. The myth concludes with a moral reflection: greed and



obsession with wealth can lead to ruin, and humility before
the gods is essential.

The Role of Bacchus (Dionysus) in the Midas Myth

While Bulfinch’s retelling focuses on Midas’s personal folly, it
also underscores the divine justice meted out by Dionysus.
The god’s involvement highlights the Greek understanding of
divine authority and retribution.

Dionysus as a Punisher and a Protector

In the myth, Dionysus is portrayed as both a punisher and a
protector of his followers. When Midas foolishly judges
Dionysus’s music to be inferior, Dionysus punishes him by
granting him the golden touch—a lesson in humility.
Conversely, Dionysus’s role in restoring Midas to normality
underscores his function as a divine judge who can both
punish hubris and show mercy.

The Symbolism of the River Pactolus

The river Pactolus, into which Midas washes his hands, carries
profound symbolic weight. According to myth, gold from
Midas’s touch was deposited into the river, turning its sands
into a source of wealth. This story signifies that divine
intervention can transform personal folly into a broader



blessing, but only through humility and acknowledgment of
divine power.

Divine Justice and Moral Lessons

Bacchus’s role in the myth exemplifies the divine justice motif
common in Greek mythology. Midas’s greed and arrogance
are punished by a divine gift turned curse, emphasizing the
importance of moderation and respect for the gods.

Answering the Question: "Bacchus, On A Certain..."

The fragmentary phrase "Bacchus, On A Certain" alludes to a
specific aspect or story involving Bacchus (Dionysus). In the
context of the Midas myth, it possibly references the broader
narrative of Bacchus’s interactions with mortals, or perhaps a
specific episode where he demonstrates his divine authority.

Interpreting "On A Certain" in the Mythical Context

While the phrase is incomplete, it invites exploration of
Bacchus’s character and his divine dealings. Historically,
Bacchus/Dionysus is associated with several stories where he
exerts influence over humans, punishes hubris, or bestows
blessings. For example:

- The myth of Pentheus, where Bacchus punishes a king for



refusing his worship.
- The story of the Maenads, followers of Bacchus who embody
divine frenzy.
- The myth of Midas, where Bacchus’s role is pivotal in
restoring order after divine punishment.

In the context of "On A Certain," it could refer to a specific
episode where Bacchus’s actions have a decisive
impact—such as the Midas myth itself, where his divine
authority is demonstrated.

Lessons from Bacchus’s Interventions

Bacchus’s stories often serve as cautionary tales about
excess, pride, and disrespect toward the divine. His
interventions remind mortals to recognize divine power and
maintain humility. In the Midas myth, this lesson is clear:
greed and arrogance lead to suffering, and divine mercy is
available only when humility is acknowledged.

Deep Dive into the Myth’s Morals and Cultural
Significance

The myth of Midas is more than a simple story; it reflects core
values and fears of ancient Greek society.

Greed and Materialism



Midas’s insatiable desire for gold exemplifies greed’s
destructive potential. His obsession blinds him to the true
value of life—relationships, happiness, and moderation. The
myth warns against valuing wealth above all else.

Divine Justice and Respect

The gods in Greek mythology often punish hubris—excessive
pride or disrespect. Midas’s foolishness in judging Dionysus’s
music as inferior prompts divine retribution. The myth
underscores the importance of respecting divine authority
and understanding human limitations.

The Moral of Humility and Moderation

The resolution, where Midas washes his hands in the river,
symbolizes purification and humility. The myth advocates
moderation and the recognition that material riches are
transient and can lead to ruin if pursued excessively.

Contemporary Reflections and Lessons

Though rooted in ancient myth, the story of Midas remains
relevant today, offering lessons on materialism, humility, and
the importance of respecting natural and divine laws.

- Modern materialism echoes Midas’s obsession with wealth,



reminding us to value intangible qualities like relationships
and integrity.
- Humility before nature and the divine remains a vital lesson,
as arrogance can lead to unforeseen consequences.
- The importance of moderation in all pursuits—be it wealth,
power, or pleasure—is a timeless principle.

Conclusion

The myth of Midas, as retold by Thomas Bulfinch,
encapsulates enduring truths about human nature and divine
justice. Bacchus’s role in the story exemplifies the divine
authority that governs mortal affairs, emphasizing that hubris
and greed invite divine retribution, but humility and respect
can restore harmony. The phrase "Bacchus, On A Certain"
invites us to reflect on his broader mythological influence—an
influence that teaches humility, moderation, and reverence
for the divine. As we interpret these ancient stories, their
moral lessons continue to resonate, reminding us that the
pursuit of material wealth should never overshadow the
virtues of humility and respect for the greater forces at play
in our lives.

---

Note: This article provides a comprehensive exploration of the
Midas myth, its divine connections, and lessons. For a
detailed understanding, readers are encouraged to consult
Bulfinch’s original retelling and related mythological texts.
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