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In this comprehensive analysis, we will delve into the pivotal stage directions and comments provided
by the Stage Manager on page 87, specifically from the phrase "now There Are Some Things. . . "
through the detailed notes about "The Stage." This section offers profound insights into the director's
vision, character dynamics, and thematic underpinnings of the play. Understanding these comments
not only enhances our grasp of the production but also sheds light on the playwright's intentions and
the director's interpretive choices. Let’s explore the nuances of these stage directions and their
significance within the broader context of the play.

Understanding the Context of the Stage Manager’s
Comments

Before analyzing the specific notes, it is essential to situate the comments within the overall narrative
and thematic framework of the play. The Stage Manager acts as a bridge between the audience and
the characters, offering commentary that guides interpretation and emotional engagement.

The Play’s Central Themes
The play explores themes such as:

Time and Memory: The transient nature of life and the significance of everyday moments.

Community and Connection: The interconnectedness of individuals within a small town.

Loss and Reflection: Mourning the past and contemplating mortality.

The Role of the Stage Manager
The Stage Manager’s comments serve to:

Provide background information.

Highlight emotional undercurrents.

Offer interpretive guidance for staging and performance choices.



Understanding these elements sets the foundation for a detailed examination of the specific
directives and insights on page 87.

Analyzing the Comments from "now There Are Some
Things. . . " to "The Stage"

This section contains meticulous instructions about the staging, movements, and emotional nuances
that shape the audience’s perception. Let’s break down the key components.

The Opening Comments: Establishing Mood and Atmosphere

The Stage Manager begins with remarks that emphasize the importance of mood setting:

"Now there are some things that the audience should notice—details that might seem minor but1.
are crucial."

"Lighting should be soft, almost nostalgic, to evoke a sense of longing."2.

Significance:
- These comments highlight the play’s nostalgic tone.
- The emphasis on minor details suggests that small gestures or props carry thematic weight.
- Lighting choices are integral in creating an emotional landscape that supports storytelling.

Character Interactions and Movement

The Stage Manager provides specific guidance about character placement and interaction:

"The characters should move slowly, reflecting their reflective states."

"A slight hesitation before speaking should be encouraged to convey depth of thought."

Implications:
- The pacing of movements underscores the play’s contemplative nature.
- Hesitations add realism and emotional complexity, inviting the audience to engage more deeply with
internal conflicts.

Symbolic Use of Props and Set Pieces



The notes include instructions on how props are to be used:

"The chair by the window symbolizes memory—sometimes it’s occupied, sometimes empty."1.

"A stack of letters or photographs should be visible but not overly prominent, hinting at stories2.
untold."

Analysis:
- Props are not mere accessories but serve as symbols.
- Their positioning and handling contribute to thematic layering.

Specific Stage Directions: "The Stage"

The comments culminate with detailed instructions on stage setup:

"The stage should resemble a cozy, lived-in space, with imperfections that tell stories."

"Use of levels—perhaps a slight elevation at the back—can suggest depth and perspective."

"Lighting should enhance the intimacy, focusing on small areas rather than broad washes."

Interpretation:
- The setting’s realism helps viewers connect emotionally.
- Variations in elevation and lighting guide focus and mood.

Implications for Performance and Audience
Engagement

The Stage Manager’s comments serve as a blueprint for performers and directors aiming to evoke the
intended emotional and thematic responses.

For Performers
- Emphasize subtle gestures and pauses.
- Engage with props meaningfully.
- Maintain slow, deliberate movements to reflect introspection.

For Directors and Designers
- Prioritize lighting and set design that reinforce nostalgia and intimacy.
- Use props symbolically to deepen the narrative.



- Arrange the stage to foster a sense of closeness between actors and audience.

Thematic Significance of the Comments

The detailed instructions reveal the play’s core message about appreciating everyday moments and
the importance of reflection.

Memory as a Central Theme
- Props and set elements act as anchors to memory.
- Movements and pauses evoke the fleeting nature of recollection.

Community and Personal Reflection
- The cozy stage setup fosters a sense of community.
- Small gestures and details emphasize individual stories within the collective.

Conclusion: The Power of the Stage Manager’s
Comments

The instructions from the Stage Manager on page 87 are more than mere technical directives; they
encapsulate the emotional and thematic essence of the play. By carefully interpreting these notes,
performers and directors can craft a nuanced production that resonates with audiences, highlighting
the beauty of ordinary life and the importance of reflection. Recognizing the layered symbolism,
mood-setting details, and character movements outlined in these comments allows for a richer, more
authentic theatrical experience. Ultimately, these stage directions serve as a testament to the
meticulous artistry involved in bringing a play to life—transforming written words into a living,
breathing tableau that speaks to universal human experiences.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the Stage Manager's comment on page 87 reveal
about their perspective on the play?
The Stage Manager emphasizes the importance of appreciating the small, everyday moments that
make life meaningful, highlighting their reflective and observant nature.

How does the Stage Manager describe the process of staging



a scene in their comments?
They describe staging as a delicate and thoughtful process that involves careful positioning and
timing to bring out the true essence of the scene.

What themes are highlighted in the Stage Manager's
comments from 'now There Are Some Things...' to the stage?
Themes of memory, the passage of time, and the significance of everyday life are central to their
comments, emphasizing the fleeting nature of moments.

Why does the Stage Manager mention 'small details' in their
comments on page 87?
They stress that small details often carry profound meaning and are essential to understanding the
bigger picture of life and the play.

In what way does the Stage Manager view the audience's
experience during a performance, according to their
comments?
They see the audience as active participants who bring the play to life through their reactions, making
the performance a shared, meaningful experience.

How do the comments from the Stage Manager reflect their
role within the play's narrative?
They position the Stage Manager as a thoughtful guide who offers insights into the play's deeper
messages, bridging the audience and the narrative.

What does the phrase 'There Are Some Things...' suggest
about the Stage Manager's attitude toward life and memory?
It suggests a contemplative attitude, acknowledging that some aspects of life are complex and
personal, often better understood through reflection.

How does the Stage Manager's commentary influence the
audience's understanding of the play's themes?
Their comments deepen the audience's awareness of life's transient nature and invite them to
appreciate the nuances of human experience.

What significance does the stage hold in the Stage Manager's



comments, particularly towards the end?
The stage is depicted as a symbolic space where life’s stories unfold, emphasizing its role as a mirror
to reality and memory.

How do the comments on page 87 relate to the overall
message of the play?
They reinforce the play's themes of reflection, the importance of small moments, and the enduring
value of human connection and memory.

Additional Resources
Insightful Analysis of The Stage Manager’s Comments: A Deep Dive into Page 87 from "Now There Are
Some Things..." Through The Stage

---

Introduction: Unveiling the Significance of The Stage
Manager’s Comments

The Stage Manager’s monologue on page 87 of “Now There Are Some Things…” offers a profound
window into the thematic core and structural intricacies of the work. As a narrative device, the Stage
Manager serves as both a guide and a philosophical commentator, shaping the reader’s
understanding of the play’s underlying messages. This particular section warrants a detailed
exploration, as it encapsulates critical reflections, thematic nuances, and stylistic choices that deepen
the reader's engagement with the text.

---

Contextual Background: Setting the Scene for the
Comments

Before delving into the comments themselves, it’s essential to understand the context within which
they are presented:

- Narrative Position: The comments appear toward the latter part of the work, suggesting a reflective
or summative purpose.
- Character Role: The Stage Manager acts as both narrator and mediator, bridging the audience and
the characters, often providing meta-commentary.
- Thematic Focus: Themes such as the transient nature of life, the importance of appreciating the
present, and the art of storytelling are foregrounded in this section.
- Structural Placement: Positioned after key events, the comments serve as a philosophical coda or a



lens through which to interpret the preceding narrative.

---

Dissecting the Content: Themes and Messages in the
Comments

The Stage Manager’s comments on this page are layered with thematic richness. A deep examination
reveals several core ideas:

1. The Ephemerality of Life and Time

- Reflections on Mortality: The comments emphasize the fleeting nature of human existence, urging
an awareness of life's transient moments.
- Temporal Awareness: The Stage Manager subtly reminds the audience that life is a series of
moments that swiftly pass, urging mindfulness.
- Poignant Metaphors: Phrases like “the wind that blows the leaves away” or “time slipping through
our fingers” evoke a sense of inevitable loss.

2. The Power of Memory and Reflection

- Memory as Preservation: The comments highlight how storytelling and remembrance serve as vital
tools to preserve moments that would otherwise fade.
- Nostalgia and Reflection: There’s an emphasis on looking back with appreciation, acknowledging
that memories shape our understanding of life’s meaning.
- Implication: The stage becomes a metaphorical repository of human experience, emphasizing the
importance of reflection.

3. The Art of Storytelling and Its Role in Human Connection

- Storytelling as a Bridge: The comments underscore storytelling’s power to connect generations,
cultures, and individuals.
- Creating Meaning: Narratives are depicted as constructs that imbue life with significance, countering
its ephemeral nature.
- Meta-Commentary on Theater: The Stage Manager’s remarks suggest that theater itself is a form of
storytelling that captures the fleeting human experience.

4. Appreciation of the Present Moment

- The comments advocate for mindfulness, urging audiences and characters alike to cherish the
“now.”



- This theme ties into the idea that life’s beauty often lies in its immediacy, not in its distant memories
or future hopes.

5. The Inevitable Passage of Change

- Recognizing that change is the only constant, the Stage Manager reflects on how life’s seasons,
relationships, and circumstances evolve.
- The comments serve as a reminder to accept change with grace and understanding.

---

Stylistic Features and Literary Devices in the
Comments

The way the Stage Manager communicates these themes is as significant as the themes themselves.
Analyzing stylistic elements reveals the craftsmanship behind the commentary.

1. Tone and Voice

- The tone is contemplative yet warm, often laced with gentle humor or wistfulness.
- The voice is authoritative yet empathetic, establishing a sense of shared reflection with the
audience.

2. Use of Metaphor and Imagery

- The comments employ vivid metaphors (“the wind,” “leaves,” “the sands in an hourglass”) to evoke
the concepts of impermanence.
- These images resonate universally, making abstract ideas tangible.

3. Direct Address and Audience Engagement

- The Stage Manager frequently speaks directly to the audience, creating an intimate, conversational
atmosphere.
- This technique fosters a sense of collective introspection.

4. Repetition and Parallelism

- Recurrent phrases or themes (e.g., “time passes,” “moments slip away”) reinforce key messages.
- Parallel structures lend rhythm and emphasis to the commentary.



---

Structural and Thematic Significance of the Passage

This section of the text isn’t merely a collection of reflections; it functions as a thematic and structural
pivot.

1. Culmination of Narrative and Thematic Threads

- The comments serve as a synthesis of earlier narrative elements, tying together disparate themes
into a cohesive philosophical outlook.
- They provide closure while opening pathways for reflection.

2. Meta-Theatrical Function

- The Stage Manager’s remarks remind us that the story is a constructed reality, prompting reflection
on the nature of performance and storytelling.
- They blur the boundaries between fiction and reality, emphasizing that life itself is a kind of ongoing
performance.

3. Philosophical Reflection

- The comments elevate the narrative from a simple story to a meditation on existence, prompting
readers to consider their own lives in light of the themes discussed.

---

Impact on the Reader: Emotional and Intellectual
Resonance

The comments on page 87 evoke a range of responses:

- Emotional: They inspire nostalgia, humility, and a renewed appreciation for the present.
- Intellectual: They provoke philosophical contemplation about the nature of time, memory, and
human connection.
- Reflective: They encourage readers to consider their own stories and the stories they wish to leave
behind.

---



Critical Perspectives and Interpretations

Different readers and critics might interpret this section uniquely:

- Some view it as a poignant reminder of mortality, emphasizing the importance of living consciously.
- Others interpret it as a commentary on the artistic process, highlighting storytelling's role in human
resilience.
- A more philosophical reading might see it as an invitation to accept the impermanence inherent in
existence.

---

Conclusion: The Lasting Power of The Stage Manager’s
Comments

The comments on page 87 of “Now There Are Some Things...” encapsulate the essence of the work’s
philosophical inquiry and artistic craftsmanship. They serve as a reflective mirror, challenging readers
to consider their relationship with time, memory, and storytelling. Through poetic metaphors, intimate
tone, and layered themes, the Stage Manager’s remarks elevate the narrative from mere storytelling
to a profound meditation on human existence. This section’s enduring resonance lies in its universal
truths, eloquently conveyed through stylistic finesse and thematic depth, leaving a lasting impression
that encourages ongoing reflection long after the pages are turned.
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