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Introduction
Napoleon Bonaparte remains one of the most influential figures in French history. His leadership transformed
France in numerous ways, shaping its political, social, and cultural landscape. During his reign, Napoleon
implemented a series of reforms and initiatives that left a lasting legacy. Understanding the two primary ways
Napoleon influenced France involves examining his contributions to the legal system and administrative
structure, as well as his influence on military and national identity. This article explores these two key areas
in detail, providing a comprehensive overview of Napoleon's impactful reign.

Napoleon’s Influence on France’s Legal System and Administrative
Framework

The Napoleonic Code: A Revolutionary Legal Reform
One of Napoleon’s most enduring legacies is the creation of the Napoleonic Code, also known as the Civil Code
of 1804. This comprehensive set of laws revolutionized the legal landscape of France and served as a
foundation for legal systems in many other countries.

Standardization of Laws: Prior to Napoleon, France's legal system was fragmented, with different
regions operating under varying laws. The Napoleonic Code unified these laws into a single, coherent
system.

Legal Equality: The Code promoted the principles of equality before the law, abolishing privileges based
on birth or social class.

Property Rights and Contracts: It established clear rules regarding property ownership, contracts, and
civil rights, fostering economic stability.

Influence Beyond France: The Napoleonic Code influenced legal systems across Europe and the world,
including countries like Italy, Spain, and Latin American nations.

Centralization of Administrative Power
Beyond the legal reforms, Napoleon centralized France’s administrative structure, making governance more
efficient and authoritative.

Prefect System: Napoleon established the prefecture system, appointing prefects to oversee local
administration, law enforcement, and tax collection in each department.

Reorganization of Government Institutions: He streamlined government agencies, reducing corruption and
enhancing control.



Educational Reforms: Napoleon founded lyc�es and emphasized state-controlled education to cultivate
loyalty and a sense of national identity.

Impact on Modern Governance: These reforms laid the groundwork for a centralized state, influencing
future French administrative practices.

Napoleon’s Influence on France’s Military and National Identity

Military Reforms and Expansion
Napoleon’s military prowess and reforms significantly shaped France’s national identity and its role on the
European stage.

Reorganization of the Army: Napoleon professionalized the French military, creating a merit-based
promotion system that valued talent and leadership.

Innovative Strategies: He introduced new tactics and battlefield strategies, leading to numerous
military victories across Europe.

Conscription System: Napoleon established the lev�e en masse, a mass conscription that enabled France
to maintain a large, disciplined army.

Expansion of French Territory: His military campaigns expanded France’s borders and spread
revolutionary ideals across Europe.

Fostering a Sense of National Pride and Identity
Napoleon’s leadership fostered a strong sense of patriotism and national pride among the French people.

Propaganda and Symbolism: Napoleon used propaganda to promote his image as a hero and leader, unifying
the nation around a shared identity.

National Institutions and Cultural Patronage: He supported arts, sciences, and education, cultivating
a sense of cultural pride.

Legal and Military Achievements: The reforms and victories under Napoleon became sources of national
pride, reinforcing loyalty to France.

Legacy of Leadership: Napoleon’s persona as a military genius and reformer created a lasting image of a
strong, innovative France.

Conclusion
Napoleon Bonaparte’s reign profoundly influenced France in multiple dimensions, most notably through the
creation of the Napoleonic Code and the centralization of administrative structures, as well as through his
military reforms and promotion of national pride. These two areas—legal and administrative reforms, and



military and cultural influence—are fundamental to understanding his lasting impact on France. His legacy
continues to be studied for its revolutionary ideas and strategic innovations, making him one of history’s most
influential leaders. Whether seen as a reformer or a conqueror, Napoleon’s influence shaped modern France and
left an indelible mark on world history.

Frequently Asked Questions

In what two ways did Napoleon influence France during his reign?

He created the Napoleonic Code and centralized the administrative government.

How did Napoleon create legal reforms in France?

He created the Napoleonic Code, which reformed and unified French law.

What administrative changes did Napoleon implement in France?

He created a centralized bureaucratic system to strengthen government control.

Did Napoleon influence educational policies in France?

Yes, he created a standardized education system to promote national unity.

In what ways did Napoleon impact the military organization of France?

He created new military conscription laws and restructured the army for efficiency.

How did Napoleon's reforms affect the legal system in France?

He created the Napoleonic Code to establish clear and consistent laws across the country.

Did Napoleon influence France's civil administration?

Yes, he created a centralized civil service to improve governance.

What cultural or societal changes did Napoleon promote?

He created institutions that promoted arts and sciences, fostering national pride.

How did Napoleon's creations impact France's international relations?

He created alliances and reorganized territories, shaping France's diplomatic landscape.

In what two ways did Napoleon influence France's legal and political
systems?

He created the Napoleonic Code and established a strong, centralized government.
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Napoleon Bonaparte remains one of history’s most influential and complex figures, profoundly shaping France’s
political, legal, and cultural landscape during his reign. His impact is still debated and studied, reflecting both
his visionary reforms and his authoritarian tendencies. When considering "Select All The Correct Answers. In
What Two Ways Did Napoleon Influence France During His Reign? He Created," it’s essential to examine the
multifaceted ways in which Napoleon left an indelible mark on the nation. From legal reforms to administrative
restructuring, Napoleon’s legacy is embedded in the very fabric of modern France.

---

Introduction: Napoleon’s Enduring Legacy

Napoleon’s influence on France cannot be overstated. His rule transformed France from a fractured nation torn
by revolution into a centralized power with a unified legal and administrative framework. While his military
conquests expanded France’s influence across Europe, his domestic policies laid the groundwork for modern
governance. The phrase “He Created” encapsulates the numerous institutions, laws, and reforms initiated during
his reign that still resonate today.

---

Major Ways Napoleon Influenced France

1. The Napoleonic Code: A Legal Revolution

What Is the Napoleonic Code?

One of Napoleon’s most enduring legacies is the Napoleonic Code, also known as the Civil Code of 1804. This
comprehensive set of laws standardized French civil law and served as a model for many legal systems
worldwide. It replaced the patchwork of feudal laws and regional customs that previously governed France.

How Did It Influence France?

- Simplification and Clarity: The Code streamlined laws, making them accessible and consistent.
- Legal Equality: It abolished privileges based on birth, promoting the idea of equality before the law.
- Property Rights: The Code reinforced private property rights, encouraging economic development.
- Family Law: It established rules for marriage, divorce, and inheritance, influencing social structures.

Why Is It Significant?

The Napoleonic Code represented a major shift from aristocratic privileges and feudal law towards a modern,
secular legal framework. Its principles underpin the French legal system today and influenced many other
countries’ legal codes.

---

2. Administrative and Educational Reforms

Centralization of Power

Napoleon restructured the administrative system, creating a highly centralized government. He appointed
prefects—local officials loyal to him—to oversee regions, ensuring uniform enforcement of laws and policies
across France.

Reorganization of Education



- Founding of the University of France: Napoleon established centralized control over education, standardizing
curricula and training future civil servants and military officers.
- Lycees: He created state-run secondary schools, known as lycees, to cultivate a loyal and skilled
bureaucracy and military leadership.

Impact on France

- Stability and Efficiency: Centralized administration allowed for more effective governance.
- Promotion of Meritocracy: Educational reforms opened pathways for talented individuals to rise based on
ability rather than birth.
- Long-term Legacy: The educational institutions founded under Napoleon laid the foundation for the modern
French education system.

---

3. Military Innovations and Expansion

While the prompt focuses on domestic influence, it’s impossible to ignore Napoleon’s military achievements and
their indirect effects on France.

- Reorganization of the French Army: He professionalized and expanded the military, making France a dominant
European power.
- War Strategies: His innovative tactics changed warfare, influencing military science.
- Nation-Building: Military success fostered national pride and a sense of unity among the French people.

Though primarily a foreign policy achievement, these military reforms also reinforced Napoleon’s domestic
authority and the idea of France as a formidable nation.

---

The Two Key Ways Napoleon Influenced France During His Reign

Based on the above analysis, the two most impactful ways Napoleon shaped France are:

1. He Created the Napoleonic Code, Establishing a Modern Legal System

This legal overhaul was revolutionary. The Napoleonic Code unified France under a single, clear set of laws,
promoting legal equality, property rights, and secular governance. It replaced the patchwork of regional
laws rooted in feudal traditions, thus laying the foundation for modern civil law in France. Its influence
extended beyond France’s borders, inspiring legal systems across Europe and the world.

2. He Created a Centralized Administrative and Educational System

By restructuring France’s government and establishing institutions like the prefect system and lycees, Napoleon
created a unified administrative framework that promoted efficiency, stability, and meritocracy. These reforms
ensured that the state’s authority was centralized, standardized, and capable of mobilizing resources
effectively. His educational reforms cultivated a skilled bureaucracy and military elite loyal to the state,
fostering a sense of national identity and stability.

---

Conclusion: Napoleon’s Lasting Impact

In summary, "He Created" refers to the profound institutional and legal changes Napoleon initiated that
continue to influence France today. The creation of the Napoleonic Code and the centralized administrative and
educational systems stand out as the two principal ways Napoleon influenced France during his reign. These
reforms not only transformed France’s internal structure but also set standards followed worldwide,
cementing his legacy as a transformative leader who reshaped the modern French nation.



Understanding these two major contributions offers insight into how Napoleon’s vision for France extended
beyond conquest and warfare, reaching into the very core of French society, law, and governance—an enduring
legacy that continues to shape France in the 21st century.
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