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Introduction

The history of American agriculture and rural community organizations is rich
with influential figures and pivotal movements. Among these, the National
Grange of the Order of Patrons of Husbandry, commonly known as the Grange,
holds a significant place in promoting farmers' interests, education, and
social cohesion. A fundamental question often posed is: Who founded the
National Grange? The options typically provided are William Hope Harvey, Jane
Addams, or Oliver. Understanding the origins of this historic organization
requires a closer look into its founder, the founding principles, and its
evolution over time.

---

The Origins of the National Grange

The Historical Context

In the late 19th century, American farmers faced numerous challenges,
including economic instability, monopolistic practices by railroads and grain
storage companies, and social isolation in rural areas. These issues prompted
farmers to seek collective solutions, leading to the formation of various
organizations aimed at mutual aid, political activism, and social networking.

The Formation of the Grange Movement

The Grange movement was established as a social and advocacy organization for
farmers. It aimed to:

- Promote agricultural education
- Advocate for fair economic policies
- Foster community spirit among rural populations
- Address grievances related to transportation and marketing

Understanding who founded the National Grange requires identifying the key
individuals involved in the initial organization and leadership.

---



Who Founded the National Grange?

William Hope Harvey (A)

William Hope Harvey, often called "Coin" Harvey, was an influential figure in
American political history, notably known for his advocacy of free silver and
agrarian reform. However, Harvey was not the founder of the National Grange.
Instead, he became associated with the movement later as an outspoken
supporter of farmers' rights and economic reforms.

Jane Addams (B)

Jane Addams was a renowned social reformer, feminist, and activist known for
founding Hull House in Chicago. Her work focused primarily on urban social
issues, immigrant rights, and women's suffrage. She was not involved in the
founding of the National Grange and is not connected to its origins.

Oliver (C)

The correct answer is Oliver H. Kelley, a key figure in the establishment of
the National Grange. Oliver H. Kelley was a farmer and a government clerk who
recognized the need for farmers to organize for mutual benefit. He founded
the organization in 1867 to improve the social, educational, and economic
conditions of farmers and rural communities.

---

Oliver H. Kelley: The Founder of the National Grange

Background of Oliver H. Kelley

- Born in 1826 in New Hampshire
- Worked as a government clerk in the Department of Agriculture
- Passionate about rural education and community development

The Founding of the Organization

In 1867, Kelley initiated the formation of the National Grange of the Order
of Patrons of Husbandry. His goal was to create a social and educational
organization that would unite farmers and promote their interests.

The Principles and Goals

The organization focused on:

- Providing educational opportunities for farmers
- Promoting cooperative purchasing and marketing
- Combating monopolistic practices
- Encouraging social interaction among rural residents

Growth and Impact



Under Kelley's leadership, the Grange expanded rapidly across the United
States, becoming a powerful political and social force advocating for
farmers’ rights.

---

The Significance of the National Grange

Social and Educational Contributions

The Grange established community centers, schools, and cooperative ventures
that improved rural life. It helped farmers share knowledge about modern
agriculture, pest control, and crop management.

Political and Economic Influence

The organization was instrumental in advocating for policies such as the
regulation of railroads and grain storage practices. Its political activism
contributed to the rise of the Farmers' Alliance and other agrarian
movements.

Legacy and Continuing Relevance

Today, the Grange continues to support rural communities through advocacy,
educational programs, and social initiatives, maintaining its foundational
principles established by Oliver H. Kelley.

---

Summary: Correct Answer to the Question

| Option | Name | Role in the Founding of the National Grange |
|---------|------------------------|-----------------------------------------
--------------------------------------|
| A | William Hope Harvey | Not the founder; later supporter and advocate |
| B | Jane Addams | Not involved; focused on urban social reform |
| C | Oliver H. Kelley | Correct answer; founded the organization in 1867 |

Therefore, the correct answer is C. Oliver.

---

Conclusion

Understanding the origins of the National Grange illuminates the importance
of leadership and vision in shaping rural American history. Oliver H.
Kelley’s pioneering efforts in 1867 laid the groundwork for an organization
that has empowered farmers for over a century. Recognizing Kelley’s role
helps appreciate the broader movement for agricultural reform and rural
community development. The Grange’s enduring legacy continues to influence
rural life, making it a vital part of American history.
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Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Who was Oliver H. Kelley?

Oliver H. Kelley was a government clerk and farmer instrumental in founding
the National Grange in 1867. He envisioned a social and educational
organization to support farmers and rural communities.

When was the National Grange founded?

The National Grange was founded in 1867 by Oliver H. Kelley.

What is the purpose of the Grange today?

Today, the Grange promotes rural community development, education, and
advocacy for farmers' rights and interests.

How did the Grange influence American agriculture?

The Grange played a vital role in advocating for fair economic policies,
cooperative marketing, and transportation reforms, shaping agricultural
policy in the United States.

---

Final Note

Choosing the correct answer to the question "Who founded the National
Grange?" is essential for understanding the organization's origins and
impact. The clear answer is C. Oliver H. Kelley, whose leadership and vision
created a movement that continues to serve rural Americans today.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who founded the National Grange?
A. William Hope Harvey

What organization did William Hope Harvey establish?
The National Grange

Which of the following individuals is associated
with founding the National Grange?
William Hope Harvey

Was Jane Addams the founder of the National Grange?
No, the founder was William Hope Harvey

Did Oliver found the National Grange?
No, it was founded by William Hope Harvey

Which person listed is correctly matched with
founding the National Grange?
William Hope Harvey

Is Jane Addams known for founding the National
Grange?
No, she was not the founder; William Hope Harvey was

Additional Resources
National Grange: A Deep Dive into Its Founding and Significance
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Introduction

Understanding the origins of foundational American organizations often offers
a window into the socio-economic fabric of the nation. Among these, the
National Grange of the Order of Patrons of Husbandry, commonly known as the
Grange, stands out as a pivotal movement advocating for rural America,
farmers' rights, and community development. But who was behind its inception?



Was it William Hope Harvey, Jane Addams, or Oliver? To unravel this, we need
to explore the history, the key figures involved, and the legacy left by the
founding members.

---

The Question at a Glance

Select the correct answer: Who founded the National Grange?

A. William Hope Harvey
B. Jane Addams
C. Oliver

The answer is A. William Hope Harvey. But to appreciate why, we need to delve
into the details of each figure's background and their connection to the
Grange movement.

---

The Origins of the National Grange

The National Grange of the Order of Patrons of Husbandry was established in
the aftermath of the American Civil War, during a period of significant
economic upheaval in rural America. Farmers faced rising railroad freight
rates, monopolistic practices by middlemen, and a lack of political
representation. The movement sought to empower farmers and rural communities
through education, social activities, and collective advocacy.

Founded Date: December 1867
Location: Washington, D.C.
Purpose: To promote the economic and political well-being of farmers and
rural communities

---

Who Was William Hope Harvey?

William Hope Harvey, often called "Billy" Harvey, was an influential figure
who played a crucial role in the founding of the Grange. A native of
Illinois, Harvey was a lawyer, politician, and prolific author. He was deeply
committed to agrarian reform and became a prominent advocate for farmers'
rights.

Harvey's Background and Contributions

- Early Life: Born in 1851 in Illinois, Harvey had firsthand experience with
rural life, which shaped his advocacy.
- Political Engagement: He served as a state legislator and was known for his
fiery speeches supporting agrarian causes.
- Authorship and Influence: Harvey wrote extensively, including the famous



book "Coin's Financial School" (1894), which explained monetary reform and
criticized the gold standard, gaining popularity among farmers.
- Role in the Grange: While Harvey was not the sole founder, he was
instrumental in promoting the movement's ideals and aligning his political
activities with the Grange's objectives.

Harvey's Significance

Harvey's efforts helped to rally farmers around issues of economic justice,
and his writings inspired many to join the Grange. His advocacy helped shape
the movement's political stance, emphasizing monetary reform and opposition
to monopolies.

The Actual Founders of the Grange

The actual founding of the Grange was led by Oliver H. Kelley, a key figure
often misunderstood as the founder. Kelley, a clerk in the U.S. Department of
Agriculture, initiated the movement as a social and educational organization
for farmers in 1867.

Key Figures in Founding the Grange:

- Oliver H. Kelley: The primary founder who organized the initial meetings.
- Early Leaders: Included farmers and community leaders who shared a common
vision.

---

The Roles of the Other Figures

Now, let's briefly explore the other options:

Jane Addams

- Who Was She?
Jane Addams (1860-1935) was a pioneer social worker, feminist, and peace
activist. She is best known for founding Hull House in Chicago, a settlement
house aimed at improving living conditions for the urban poor.
- Connection to the Grange?
Addams was active in social reform and community organization but was not
involved in founding the Grange. Her work was more focused on urban social
issues rather than rural agrarian movements.

Oliver

- The name "Oliver" alone is ambiguous. If referring to Oliver H. Kelley,
then yes, he was the key figure who initiated the organization. But given the
question's options, it's likely referencing Kelley.

---



Clarifying the Correct Answer

Based on historical records:

- Oliver H. Kelley was the primary founder of the National Grange.
- William Hope Harvey was a later influential advocate aligned with the
movement's goals.
- Jane Addams was unrelated to the establishment of the Grange.

Therefore, the correct answer is:

C. Oliver

Note: The question's options are slightly ambiguous, but the most precise
answer based on historical facts is C. Oliver (referring to Oliver H.
Kelley).

---

The Significance of the Founding

The founding of the Grange was a turning point in American history,
representing the farmers' collective effort to:

- Establish social and educational networks
- Advocate for fair transportation and market practices
- Promote rural community development
- Engage politically to influence legislation

The movement grew rapidly, establishing local chapters (or "Patrons") across
the country, which provided a platform for organizing farmers and rural
citizens.

---

The Impact of the Grange Movement

Over the decades, the Grange evolved from a social organization into a
political force, influencing legislation such as:

- Regulation of railroad rates
- Agricultural education initiatives
- Rural electrification programs
- Community development projects

The organization's principles remain relevant today, emphasizing grassroots
activism, cooperative economics, and community service.

---

Summary



| Aspect | Details |
|---------|---------|
| Founder | Oliver H. Kelley (Option C) |
| Year | 1867 |
| Location | Washington, D.C. |
| Purpose | Support for farmers and rural communities |
| Key Figures | Oliver H. Kelley, William Hope Harvey (later advocate) |
| Notable Contributions | Political activism, social organization, community
development |

---

Final Thoughts

Understanding the origins of the National Grange underscores the importance
of grassroots movements in shaping American history. While William Hope
Harvey was a significant voice for farmers and reform, the actual founder
responsible for establishing the organization itself was Oliver H. Kelley.

In conclusion, the correct answer to the question "Who founded the National
Grange?" is C. Oliver.

---
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Disclaimer: Always verify historical details with primary sources for
academic or detailed research purposes.
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